Dres 


| BUSINESS / B3-1 


Pinoy kids wield 
P37-B spending 
power, says study 


No room for mistake 


By Alcuin Papa. 
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royal mystery 


‘I hate you, Mina’ 


text jokes circulate 
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are souem 
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‘This was part of, 
populartext joke that 
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| GMA ally bidd 
for Transco sc 


2 senators 
cite conflict 
of interest 
in auction 


By бї С. Cabacungan Jr. 


OPPOSITION SENATORS 
yesterday slammed the Ar- 
royo administration's plan to 
give up government owner- 
ship of its power transmis- 
sion assets, saying the offi- 
cial in charge of privatiza- 


„опе of the bidders, business- 
7ffan Enrique Razon Jr. 


Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. and Sen. Jamby Madrigal 
both alleged a "confliccof interest” in the 
privatization process for the multibil- 
lion-dollar National Transmission Corp. 
(Transco) that, they said, was shaping 
up to bea "lutong таќаи or a charade. 
Razon, a powerful businessman 
close to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and her husband, Jose Miguel, leads 
the Monte Oro consortium that is bid- 
ig for the Transco assets with back- 
ing from State Grid Corp. of China 
"The bidding is being handled by Pow- 
er Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM), which is headed 
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5 ation is а boardroom ally of 
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WAITING FOR RESCUE. No, it’s not Melvin Agnustura who is waiting for rescuers but a dog named Galis, on flooded R. Tadeo 


Street in Bustos, Bulacan, following the heavy rains. See Page AI for what happened next. 


By Joanna Los Baños 
and Bobby Labalan 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


LEGAZPI CITY—GLIMATOLOGISTS MAY 
have the explanation for Typhoon "Mina" 
swinging away from Bicol last weekend, 
but to Bicolanos, the answer was simple 
enough: Mina veered because of the pow- 


erof prayer. 

For more than 48 hours, as Mina 
threatened the region with its center 
winds of 175 kilometers per hour, ra- 
dio stations in Sorsogon 
swamped with text messages urging 
people to pray hard so that the howler 
‘would spare their province and the re- 


оннан 


In some areas, priests noticed a sud- 
den jump in attendance at churches. In 
evacuation centers, people found com- 
fort in reciting their rosaries. 

Virginia Ayala, 61, an evacuee from 
the lahar-prone village of Padang, said 
it was a miracle Albay was spared. “I 
thank God for saving us, she said. 

‘Auxiliary Bishop Lucilo Quiambao 
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Puno calls 
for restorative 
kind of justice 
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‘Mina’ lashes 
Isabela, may 
pull ‘Lando’ 
back to RP 


By Alcuin Papa 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
yesterday ordered what a senior official 
called "one of the largest evacuations in 
Philippine history" as Typhoon "Mina" 
barrelled its way closer to northern Lu- 
топ amid threats from two other storms. 
east and west of the country 

The biggest of the three storms, Mina 
(Gnternational name: Mitag) blew from 
the east with sustained winds of 160 
kilometers per hour and gusts of 195 
kph, and was expected to slam into the 
coast of Isabela before dawn today. 

Mina's approach threatened to pull 
Storm "Lando" —now swirling off Viet- 
mam after cutting across the Visayas last 
‘week—back to the Philippines from the 
west in a waltz of two storms that has 
been called che “Fujiwhara effect.” 

"With the Presidents instructions to 
do a preemptive evacuation, we have 
witnessed one of the largest massive 
evacuations in Philippine history" De 
fense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro said at 
a press briefing in Camp Aguinaldo. 

‘About 200,000 people were earlier 
taken out of harm's way in Bicol with 
the approach of Mina, while an esti- 
mated 100,000 people were ordered 
evacuated from coastal and flood- 
prone areas in Cagayan Valley. 

Five people drowned and another 
was electrocuted due to floods set off 
by Mina in Camarines Norte, said 
Health Secretary Francisco Duque. 

Approaching at 15 kph, Mina was fore- 
cast to blow across the mountainous 
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[Bicol prayer power summoned against typhoon 


of the Archdiocese of Legazpi credited 
the power of prayer which proved 
“that God really sustains." 

Fr. Rex Paul Arjona, chancellor of 
the Legazpi diocese, agreed that what 
happened was “sort of a miracle.” 

‘Arjona recalled that the typhoon 
was hardly moving last Friday but late. 
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DISCONNECTS IN EDUCATION 
System-wide solutions 


needed, not band-aids 


By Juan Miguel Luz. 
(Frseof three pars) 

(Editor's note: The writer is president of 

the global NGO International Institute of Ru- 

ral Reconstruction and former undersecre- 


tary of education. This series evolved from his 
presentation at а recent education seminar 


ат 


the Friedrich 
Naumann 

Foundation and the National Policy Institute 
ofthe Liberal Party) 

EDUCATION IS A LONG-TERM PLAY WITH 
по quick fixes. If we want to turn around 
our poorly performing education system, 
we need to look at system-wide solu- 
tions—not band-aids—that can impact 
positively on all schools at reasonable cost. 

‘This is all about returning to the basics: 
Reading, writing and arithmetic—the three 
Rs—in the early years, solid math and sci- 
ence in the middle years, and a balance of 
academic and technical/vocational educa- 
tion in the higher years. 

This isn't about looking for a silver bullet 
to solve the problems of poor education 
(e.g. cyber education) or just dealing with 
classroom, furniture or textbook shortages. 
It has to be about changing the way we 
structure learning and how we manage 
schooling, Iris about quality outcomes first 


SYSTEM-WIDE! 


2007 ARAW AWARDS 

Dave Guerrero raises his arms n jubilation with his team from BBDO Guerrero Ortega, which was named 
“Agency of the Year” during the 2007 Araw Awards that capped the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress held 
at the Subic Bay Convention Canter. The firm amassed 80 awards or nearly double the count of its closest rival. 


3rd Bush ally fails from power 


Program of change 


wins in Australia 
By Amando Doronila 


SYDNEY—AUSTRALIA EN- 
тегей a new political era on 


The defeat of Howard, 60, 
followed the exits from power 
of Spain's Jose Maria Aznar and 
Britain's Tony  Blair—three 
ime ministers who were 
President George W. Bush's 
staunchest allies in the invasion 
of iraq and the war on terror. 
Rudd, 50, campaigned on a 
platform of new leade 
address broad concems about 
the environment, health and 
education. He promised to push 
for the ratification of the Kyoto 
agreement on reducing green- 
3D BUSH AS 


diplomat as its first new prime 
minister in more than a decade 
and the humiliating loss of four- 
term leader John Howard. 

‘The stunning victory of Labor 
Party leader Kevin Rudd swings 
‘Australia toward the political 
left after almost 12 years of con- 
servative rule and marks a gen- 
erational shift that is expected 
to result in a greater focus on is- 
sues such as global warming. 


CANBERRA—AUSTRALIAS OP. 
position Labor Party was swept 


[ШО] to power 


via aland- 

slide in 

Saturday's parliamentary elec- 
tions that threw out the 11-year 
conservative rule of Prime Min- 
ister John Howard's Liberal-Na- 
PROGRAMAS 


mputers, 


Ы LI 


| A: — PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 7 MONDAY, NOVEHBER 26,2007 


WEATHER FORECAST " 
(tee ittm nn EZ2 
en ea on and meras 
See iy rens Rl ap Ru Dec A 09 03) 
Тас dane ра и tacet imd ›% 
(In exact order) 
моо SUERTRES кене 


Textus your feedback: inquirer news ramafsgelciy message to 2207 (Giobe) ог 183 (Smart) 


Second 


eel aes geese ote 0 aft ere d Suum 
аваат ens i ope es wh atem 
ошта лбх Testi as Mn vt yy 


lacy wh le rons tms ` 


Masta Ceuty WN Rans йасин Dou win Faks 


es 
т 
tes. Ste 
TEDL 
iy asta 


‘apt — Cony wn ie Dn 


Dama, a aes 
we wh Fs 
iC 
ary Coy 
танов. 


eis бусад — 


ШЕТ 


RONI 


PAGE 


© ug uu B® 
SUPERLOTTO 6/49 
06 12 45 25.35 4 
ғ8,000,000.00 


же ыў 65 


Puno bats for ‘healing’ justice 


‘Restorative’ system not about ‘eye for an eye’ but reconciliation 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


m СОА UNCOVERS 


another gov't 
project bleeding 
RP coffers dry 
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m NACIONALISTA 
Party marks 
centennial 


By DI Yap 


CHIEF JUSTICE REYNATO S. 
Puno yesterday outlined the sad 
state of criminal justice in the 
Philippines and urged a shift 
from the old concept of punish- 
ment and retribution to a more 
"restorative" system of justice. 

In а speech on Friday in Makati City, 
Puno identified the worst problems facing 
criminal offenders, or even those only sus- 
pected of committing a crime: Protracted 
trials, prolonged resolution of cases, lack of 
legal representation, lack of judges, con- 
seston in jails, and lack of opportunity to 
reform and rehabilitate the offender 

Та Рипо view, it is high time to dis- 
pense with the age-old philosophy of 
"an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth." 

‘The chief magistrate believes justice 
is no longer about punishment and re- 
tribution. Rather, it is about restoring 
the peace, repairing and preventing 
harm, and above all healing both the 
victim and the offender. 

“This is called restorative justice,” Puno 


said in his speech as the guest speaker at 
the launch of five fim documentaries on 
the state of Philippine jails made by inde- 
pendent filmmakers and produced by in- 
ternational foundations. 

Retributive justice can best be exem- 
plified in the biblical passage: “Life 
shall be given for life; an eye for an eye; 
a tooth for a tooth; hand for hand; foot 
for foot,” he said. 

“Неге, punishing the offender seems 
to be the end of justice with deterrence 
of crime а mere incident to it,” he said. 

But there is now a paradigm shift in 
the approach toward crime and crimi- 
nals, Puno said. 


Modern age 

“With the advent of modern age and 
liberalism, the concept of justice that is 
based on punishment is slowly being re- 
placed by one that focases on repatria- 
боп and reconciliation,” he said. 

"Our penal institutions are the way 
they are, that is, designed for incarcera- 
tion and punishment because our penal 
laws are founded on the philosophy of 
retributive justice,” he said 

But with restorative justice, the focus 
shifts toward reinstating the losses of vic 
tims, holding wrongdoers accountable for 


the offenses they commit, and engendering 
peace within the community. 

Puno said the five documentaries, 
which were shown during the launch, 
were examples of how the community, 
in this case the community of artists, 
could help facilitate restorative justice. 

"(The films) exemplify justice not on- 
ly to victim and society but to the of- 
fender as well,” he said. 

Directed by independent artists and fim- 
makers Gang Badoy Pepe Diokno, Lourd de 
Veyra and Tado Jimenez, the documen- 
taries were produced by The Asia Founda- 
боп, the United States Agency for Inema- 
tional Development, Lawyers’ League for 
Liberty and Rock Ed Philippines. 

Of the other problems Puno cited, 
“congestion appears to be the most seri- 
ous,” he said. 

“Except for the Makati jail, we have 
extreme congestion in various city jails 
in Metro Manila," he said 

Puno said it was no secret that even 
the courts were heavily congested. 

"As of July 2007, its estimated that the 
Philipines has a population of 91 milion. 
The latest figure from the Office ofthe Court 
Administrator is that this number of people 
is served only by 2,182 cours, of which 
2163 percent are sil vacant,” he said, 
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Protestant 
churches 

assail gov't 
corruption 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
inthe Philippines (NCCP) has voiced its dis- 
gust over the worsening corruption in the 
Country that is prevalent even in the highest 
levels of government. 

Government leaders have lost their 
moral ascendancy to lead the nation, the 
NCCP said in a statement during its 22nd 
General Convention held on Nov. 21 - 24 in 
Quezon City 

The NCCP cited examples such as the 
handing out of supposed cash gifts to law- 
makers and local government officials at 
Malacafiang, the cancellation of World 
Bank loans for road projects as a result of 
alleged irregularities, and the $329-million. 
contract for the National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project with China's ZTE Corp. 
that has since been shelved. 


13 million members 

"The NCCP represents around 13 million 
people belonging mainly to Protestant 
churches. It is comprised of 10 member 
churches and 10 service-oriented organiza- 
tions. 

It counts as members the Episcopal 
Church in the Philippines, Iglesia Filipina 
Independiente, United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines, United Methodist Church, 
Lutheran Church in the Philippines, Associ- 
ation of Christian Schools, Colleges and 
Universities, and the Philippine Bible Soci 
ey 

The NCCP said it had spoken out against 
corruption in government during its 21st 
General Convention in 2004. But three 
years later, things had gotten worse and 
had led to the erosion of the people's trust 
in government. 


Same problems 

"The NCCP expressed grave concern over 
the large-scale stealing of public funds by 
those in government at the time and took to 
task the Arroyo administration for an hon- 
est-to-goodness campaign against graft and 
corruption in high places and to prosecute 
offenders,” said the statement. 

“Fastforward to 2007 and the 22nd gen- 
eral convention, we see the same adminis- 
tration faced with the same problems, but 
this time in brazen proportions. The stakes 
have become higher and the money тай 
has led to the steps of the highest office in 
the land,” it said. 

The NOCP also noted that the scandals in 
volving huge amounts of money came ata time 
many Filipinos were impoverished. It lamented 
thar bribery and corrupt ваз “continue to be 
the glaring manifestations of a moral deca- 
dence under the present administration.” 

"The corrupt acts are linked to the Presi- 
dents desire to keep her seat amid calls for 
her to step down, it said. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH DA- up slightly from 770 in August. мій the HIV virus in September, Моге than half of those found the virus through sexual contact. 
3 new AIDS 22.255 tauet imme corne ee бшщ 92 perom wee men ani 2р= bet potire ors peros Since 1984, 2,595 of the 
e deficiency syndrome) cases in people were reported to be HIV cent were women. are inthe 25-39 age group. 2,965 HIV-positive patients got 
М Же Ршйрршез showed three (maman immunodeficiency AIDS data in the Philippines ‘The DOH data also showed that the AIDS virus via sexual trans- 
cases bring =" с severed in the virus) positive in September gathered since 1984 sexual transmission was sil the mission. 
month of September. and three progressed to AIDS patients are predominantly main mode of transmission of the In September, six overseas 


"The DOH report said this (or stage 4 of the HIV infec- male representing 66 percent of deadly disease in the county. Of Filipino workers (OFWs) were 
to to 77 brought the number of known tion). All three were male. 2,965 patients found to be HIV- the 25 HIV-positive patients in found to be positive for the HIV 
Ар 


JS cases in the county to 776, Ako, of the 25 found positive positive to date. September, 24 reported getting virus. Beverly T. Natividad 
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COA uncovers another project bleeding RP dry 


By Jocelyn R. Uy project would provide 16 re- of P69 million annually. call centers, only four were “ful- a credit facility agreement with ners, fax machines, laptops and 
gional call centers nationwide Аз of Dec. 31 last year, the ly operational” even after the Raiffeisen Zentralbank Osterre- cellular phones. 
THE PLSZBILLION EMER- with “advanced, state-ofthe- government had paid a total of ENP project was completed and ich Aktiengesellschaft in Aus- Тһе СОА noted that these 
gency Network Philippines art" communication and relay P271,682,171.56 in fees and accepted in October 2004. tria in the amount of euro supplies were “not dependent 
(ENP) project funded by the equipment system to prevent, "increasing interest expenses” These call centers are in 23,989,986.00 to finance the оп the communication system 
Austrian government four years control and manage crimes, dis- since the loan was availed ofin Metro Manila, which started project, the report said. to function” and their speedy 
ago is bleeding the national cof- asters and calamities. 2002. operating a year before the im- With the approval of the deliveries increased the govern- 
fers dry, although ithasyettobe But in its 2006 audit report, “The national government plementation of the ENP pro- agreement, the DILG entered ments expense on the loan by 
fully implemented. the COA noted that while funds will be paying approximately ject. The call centers in Puerto into а supply memorandum аз much as P14 million in terms 
‘This was revealed in the lat- had not been provided in the P69 million in interest annually Princesa City, Zamboanga City agreement with Frequentis of interest charges. 
est Commission on Audit (COA) DILG's budget to put the project until repayment of the principal and Batangas started function- Nachrichtentechnik In its 2005 audit report, the 
report on the Department ofin- into full operation, the national Joan starts at which point inter- ing only in December 2006. Gesellschaft for other equip. COA had recommended that 
terior and Local Government. government continued to pay est payments will gradually бе Former Finance Secretary ment worth over P9 million for the DILG formulate a specific 
An expansion of DILG's Patrol the commitment fees and inter- crease,” the report said. Jose Isidro Camacho, in behalf the 16 call centers. The equip- course of action to maximize 
117 Street Watch Program, the est for the project at an average The COA found thatofthe 16 ofthe government, entered into ment include printers, scan- the use of the ENP equipment. 
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ARTS, CRAFTS, EXPO. Vice President Noli de Castro and Tourism 
Secretary Joseph Ace Durano examine crystal figurines and ars at 
the China pavilion at the First International Arts and Crafts Expo of 
the Asean Handicraft Promotion and Development Association at 
| the SMX Convention Center in Pasay City. Twenty-two countries 
participated in the expo which ended yesterday. With them are. 
1 pavilion assistant Zhang Nai Ren (left) and former Tourism Secretary 
rel ^ Mina T. Gabor, APHADA president. 


Telecom firm wins P17-M 
tax case vs Pasig City gov't 


Ё By Leila В. Salaverria paid the amount. 
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ate President Manuel Villar ап inquiry into the prolifera- mas season. 

said replicas of high-pow- tion of realistic-looking toy 

ered guns had been knownto guns. 
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уулан. awaya Comes: that pose а danser to со 100 P Waterproof:= Self Priming 
with a rise in crime statistics sumers. 
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said. expensive stores, 
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Airports gird for heightened holiday traffic 


tion and customs counters. 

"The Manila Intemational Air- 
port Authority Miaa) expects less 
queuing at departure gates at ће 
Ninoy Aquino Intemational Air- 
port (Naia) Terminals 1 and 2 and 
the Manila Domestic Airport as 
officials recently doubled entry 
lines into the terminals. 


ion Two passengers at atime may 
i imet пом enter the terminals as Miaa 
фаг doubled its security person. 
wal for the routine Check of 
Passports end tavel doce 
Шешә operations offices 

The тезше was implemented 
Gis month. ro prevene long 
queues during peak hours. 


EXPECTING A RISE IN AIR TRAV- 
el this holiday season, aviation au- 
thorities have implemented mea- 
sures to ease passenger woes in 
Manila's airports, from doubling 
entrance queues to strictly keeping 
‘uit non-passengers from immigra- 


Miaa General Manager Al- 
fonso Cusi has also restricted 
the issuance of non-passenger 
access passes to the arrival lob- 
by and check-in counters. 

“In anticipation [of] the in- 
crease in passengers this com- 
ing [Christmas] 
suance of access and visitors 
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passes to well-wishers and 
greeters shall be limited to the 
arrival lobby and checkin 
counters only" Cusi said in a 
memo dated Nov. 19. 
"Immigration and customs 
areas shall strictly be for pas- 
sengers and airport personnel 
performing jobs and functions. 


directly related to these areas," 
the directive said. 

Miaa had been granting access 
privileges to allow well-wishers to 
go up to the immigration and cus- 
toms areas to assist relatives or 
friends leaving or returning to the 
‘county. fee of P50 is charged for 
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THE PROTESTING farmers from Sumilao make it to Atimonan, Quezon, more than halfway 
in their long quest for justice from Malacafang. ELPA ALAR NQURER SOUTHERN LUZON 


Protesting tillers vow 
march around Palace 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


to” Merida told the INQUIRER 
here. 

The group wants to drama- 
tize the farmers’ 10-year strug- 
gle to reclaim a 144-hectare 
area that was awarded to 137 of 
their members in 1997 by the 
Department of Agrarian Re- 
form. The government, howev- 
ex, subsequently voided their 
certificates of land ownership 
award and returned the land to 
the Quisumbing family after 
their application for the conver- 
sion of- the property into an 
agro-industrial site was ap- 
proved. 

The farmers claim the agro- 
industrial projects touted by the 
Norberto Quisumbing Sr. Man- 
agement and Development 
Corp.—including a golf course, 
executive training school and 
cultural center—never materi- 
alized, Part of it was sold to San 
Miguel Foods but much of the 
Jand remains idle, according to 
the farmers. 

“We staged this march in 
solidarity with the rest of the 
Filipino farmers in our com- 
mon aspiration for a piece of 
land to own and till,” Merida 
said. 

Cita Esmao, president of Ug- 
nayan ng Magsasaka sa Quezon 
(Ugma-Quezon), a local organi- 
zation that organized sleeping 
quarters for the marchers, said 
the "pain and hardship of 
marching rain or shine 12 hours 
a day is reflective of the struggle 
ofall Filipino farmers across the 
nation.” 


ATIMONAN, QUEZON—FIFTY. 
five farmers бот Sumilao, 
Bukidnon, arrived here yester- 
day on the 46th day of their 
1700km march to Mala- 
cañang, where they hope to 
bring their demand to reclaim 
their ancestral land directly to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Tired and weary but visibly in 
high spirits, the marchers com- 
posed of Higaonon tribe mem- 
bers—15 of dem wom- 
en—stopped at the side of the. 
Atimonan Bypass Road and 
shared а breakfast of biscuits 
and coffee 

They proceeded to the Baran: 
gay hall of Malinao Ilaya, where 
they did stretching exercises be- 
fore setting down for che night 

led by the Mapalad Multi- 
Purpose Cooperative, they will 
tackle the 31-km stretch to Lu- 
cena City today. 

The marchers, who began 
their “Walk for Sumilao Land, 
Walk for Justice" from their up. 
land Mindanao settlement on 
Oct. 10., will end their 60-day 
protest in front of Malacafiang 
оп Dec. 10, International Hu: 
man Rights Day. 

“If President Arroyo will 
пог see us, we will not stop 
marching around the Mala 
cafiang area. We will contin- 
ue until we achieve justice for 
our struggle. No one can stop 
our march,” Mapalad cooper 
ative president Samuel “To 
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Grade, high schools equivalency tests set г 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA- followed by the Visayas and Bi- tificate, marriage certificate or drivers license. ће elementary and high school diploma. 
tion (DepEd) has scheduled the col regions on Feb. 10. The A&E test certificate is comparable to Kristine L. Alave 
accreditation and equivalency The third wave will be for Re- 
(AR) tens for elementary and gions 1, 2, 3 and the Cordillera 
figh school levels under the Al- Administrative Region on Feb, 
Aero ming. system 17, and the fourth wil before | HOW MUCH GLUTATHIONE DO YOU HAVE TO TAKE? 
(ALS) carly next year, the de. gions 4-A, 48 and the National 
Arment announced Sunday. Capital Region on Fe. 24. и 
т Репо Carolina Guerero of Registration ends this month. kdçend on the kind of диме you ara tiing 
the Bureau of Altemative Leaming Applicants should submit two рие чата aa ааа 
‘System, said the tests will be divid- — 1"x1" photos. = 
into four “waves” and adminis. ‘They are also required to submit Adee eon igen 
tered in 188 school divisions. ‘one of the following original docu- parale ey раза endear 
Guerrero said applicants in ments to the Test Registration Of- Dew ptus 
Mindanao wil test on Feb. 3; cer Birth crete, baptismal cer- fli Grete bol 
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entertainment venues, and 


dining options. 
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From page Al 
Љу Jose Tbageta as president. 
" Ibazeta, 64, has been a direc- 
tor sinte;1987 of International 
“Container” Terminal Services 
"Inc. (IETSD, whose chair is Ra- 
‘zon, the seators said. 
„База is also a board mem- 
Бего? Razon's various domestic 
‘and, international port sub- 
iariés and interests, they said. 
зу, Ina phone interview, Pimentel 
да Багаа “should have inhibit- 
ed himself from the transaction 
toavoid a conflict of interest.” 
“But T wonder though if 
Tbazeta has the moral gumption 
to do so. It is either that or Ra- 
топ фора out of the whole 
thing: But 1 don't think Razon. 
will back out and give up his 


chance to 


na text 


the Arroyo 
manifested 


conflict of 


other busine 


Madrigal 


el,” Pimentel said. 


en, Madrigal said: “It is unfortu- 
nate that the disease endemic to 


‘Transco, She has appointed a per- 
son (Ibazeta) with a clear double 


both Aboitiz and ІСТ to be i 

charge of the sale of Transeo. (It 

а) clear case of lutong makaw." 
Madrigal was referring to an- 


тоуо, Endika Aboitiz, whose fami- 
ly is a dominant power retailer in 
Mindanao and is barred from bid- 
ding for Transco under the 2001 
Electric Power Industry Act. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


win this crown jew- 


message to the Ingu- 


administration again 
itself in the sale of 


interest, with ties to ate time.” 


евзтап close to Ms Ar- 


1 called Ms Arroyo's 


appointment of Ibazeta “unpa- 
triotic and unethical” consider- 
ing that the sale of Transco “to 
benefit vested interests of big 
business” was detrimental to the 
interest of the Filipino people. 
Reached by the INQUIRER last 
night, Ibazeta angrily declined 
to comment until the “appropri- 


Tbazeta is a childhood friend 
of the third-generation Sori- 
anos as his father had been a 
trusted executive of the late An- 
dres Soriano Sr, patriarch of 
the San Miguel conglomerate. 
He was first named by Presi- 
dent Arroyo as a special envoy to 
Middle East countries in charge of 
coordinating humanitarian and 
reconstruction efforts related to 


Iraq in April 2003. He was ap- 
pointed PSALM head in February 
Razon has been implicated in 
the $329-million National Broad- 
band Network (NBN) deal as 
‘among the businessman dose to 
Ms Arroyo who were aggressively 
lobbying for the contract to wire 
the nation’s bureaucracy digitally 

Razon, who served as trea- 
surer of the administration 
coalition Team Unity in the last 
elections, was not immediately 
available for comment for this 
story as well. 

Businessman Jose de Venecia 
Ш, namesake son of the Speaker, 
blew the whistle on the broad- 
band deal, saying it was over- 
priced and riddled with bribery. 

The young De Venecia also 


Program of change wins in Australia 


From page Al 


Чопа} coalition government. 

‘The center-left avalanche propelled La- 
bor leader Kevin Rudd to power as Aus- 
tralia’s 26th prime minister in one of the 
biggest swings againsta sitting government 
since World War I 

‘The Labor victory rode on a 5.7-percent 
swing nationwide, allowing the opposition 
party to capture an expected 85 seats to the 
Coalition's 57 seats in the 150-member 
Lower House of Parliament and giving La- 
bora majority of 25-28 seats. 

Labor needed to win only a majority of 
16to form a new government. It won 53.9 
percent of the national vote, representing a 
bigger victory than that won by Labor lead- 
er Bob Hawke in 1983. 

The landslide exceeded Labor's expecta- 
Чоп, Rudd's party delivered an ignomin- 
ious defeat to Howard, who is likely to lose 
his Sydney seat of Bennelong to Labor's 
Maxime McKew, a former Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. journalist. 

Howard, the longest-serving Australian 
prime minister after Sir Robert Menzies, 
had held Bennelong for 33 years and had 
‘won four consecutive elections since 1996 
when the Labor government of Prime Min- 
ister Paul Keating was ousted from power. 


Supreme humiliation 
If Howard suffers a defeat in his electorate, 


that would be the supreme humiliation. That 
would eam him the distinction of being the 
second Australian sitting prime minister who 
had lost in his electorate since the Great De- 
pression in 1927 when Stanley Bruce, also of 
the conservative Liberal Party, was defeated. 
In 1929, conservatives lost power over the is- 
‘sue of industrial unrest as a result of Bruce's 
conflict with unions. 

Howard's defeat in Bennelong would 
mark the first time the electorate would go 
to Labor in 33 years, underlining the extent 
of the repudiation of Howard, whose record 
the past 11 years in government was the fo- 
cus of what was regarded a referendum of 
his conservative coalition government. 

Howard's defeat was particularly galling 
and full of irony in that it took place when 
Australia was in the midst of an economic 
boom, low inflation and high employment. 

Exit polls showed voters preferred 
Howard over Rudd on the issue of economic 
management. The conventional wisdom 
here is a sitting government loses power on- 
ly during economic distress. Not this time. 


Time for change 

"These circumstances underline the point 
highlighted by Rudd. It was time for change 
from the tired government of Howard, 68, to 
a younger generation exemplified by Rudd, а 
former diplomat and SO years of age 

in their TV debates, Howard looked 
tired. He emphasized three decades of 
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more of the same economic and social poli- 
Чез in a campaign that locked the Aus. 
tralian voters into the past and offered no 
new initiatives. Rudd offered a vision for 
the future and addressed it to the younger 
generation of voters. 

The labor landslide began to unfold in 
just an hour after the close of the polling 
stations at 6 p.m. (8 p.m. in the Philip- 
pines). By 8 p.m., with 50 percent of the 
votes counted, the National Tally room in 
Canberra showed that Labor was leading 
with a 5-percent swing nationwide. 

The quickness of the count was amazing, 
if not frustrating to observers of Philippine. 
elections, in which official results are not 
known until after more than a month. 

Howard phoned Rudd to concede defeat at 
8 pan. and minutes afterward, he appeared 
at Wentworth Hotel in Sydney with his family 
to concede defeat. He wished Rudd well. 

“This a great democracy. There is no 
prouder job that anybody can occupy than 
being prime minister of this country,” 
Howard said, adding Australia was now 
"stronger and prouder and more prosper- 
ош” than when he had first been elected 
prime minister in 1996. 


For all Australians 

In Brisbane, Queensland, Rudd's home 
state, the new leader pledged to govern for 
all Australians. 

“History has given us a chance to shape the 
future. Let us be the generation that seizes the 
‘opportunity of today to invest in the Australia 
of tomorrow. That's the mission statement as 
the next government, but I want us to do it all 
‘working together as one,” Rudd said. 

Не cited the divides as those between 
unions and business, growth and environ- 
ment, public and private ownership, and 
between the states and the Common- 
wealth. “Its time for a new page to be writ- 
ten in our nation's history" Rudd said. 

In throwing out the conservative coalition, 
voters crossed over to Labor on its program of 
change that emphasized the environment, 
the war in Iraq, industrial relations, the econ- 
‘omy, and priorities on more health care facili 
Чез, and an education revolution. These were. 
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GMA ally bidding for Transco scored 


ваз testified in a Senate inquiry 
that the Presidents husband 
had told him to "back off" from 
the deal. De Venecia I lost out 
inthe broadband deal. 

‘The bidding for Transco is 
seen as a historic opportunity to 
build а business empire. The 
winner is expected not only to 
rule the country’s power indus- 
try but also potentially dominate 
she telecommunications busi- 
mess with the fiber optic lines 
embedded in the power lines. 

One business observer com- 
pared the significance of the 
Transco bid to the years before 
the expiration in 1974 of the 
Laurel-Langley Agreement that 
gave Americans the right to ex- 
Ploit Philippine resources in the 
same manner as Filipinos. 

As Americans unloaded their 
holdings, the Cojuangco group 
acquired Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. from US 
General Telephone (GTE) for $14 
milion and the Lopez family got 
Manila Electric Co. from General 
Public Utilities for $60 milion. 

Iris this double-barrel poten- 
tial of Transco which has lured 
the La Costa group led by for- 
mer Finance Secretary Roberto 
de Ocampo and nickel miner 
Salvador Zamora П to bid as 
much as $6 billion for Transco 
or double the $3 billion offered 
by lone bidder for the Transco 
auction in February. 

The group's consultants took 
the privatization of the national 


grid of the United Kingdom as 
its model wherein the private 
owners took advantage of the 
fiber optics їп the transmission 
cables all over the country to 
provide broader and clearer 
telecommunication services. 

‘The power transmission firm 
formed National Grid Wireless, 
which has become one of the 
UK's leading providers of large- 
scale transmission infrastruc- 
ture to the providers of wireless 
communications services. 

The De Ocampo-Zamora tan- 
dem believed that this conver- 
gence model would be more 
profitable than the core trans- 
mission business itself. 

‘The La Costa group has sued 
Psalm and Ibazeta for “foul play” 
after it was disqualified from the 
Dec. 12 Transco bidding. “A deal 
of this magnitude must be at- 
tended by fair play and trans- 
pparency,” De Ocampo said. 

Only four bidders were рге- 
qualified for Transco's upcom- 
ing bidding. 

Aside from the Razon group, 
the other bidders are Ramon 
Angs San Miguel Energy with US- 
based TPG Aurora B.V and ТМВ 
Pari Sdn. Bhd. of Malaysia as part- 
ners; PLDT chair Manuel V 
Pangilinan's Metro Pacific Invest- 
‘ment Corp. with Italy's Terna-Rete 
Elettrica Nazionale S.p.A as part- 
пег and Ricardo Delgado's 
Citadel Holdings Inc. with Power 
Gridofindiaasparner. Ина 
report from Abigail L. Ho 


3rd Bush ally ousted 


FrompageAl 


house gas emissions and negoti- 
ate the phased withdrawal of 
Australia’s 500 troops from 
Iraq. 

‘At his first news conference 
оп Sunday, Rudd promised “ac- 
Чоп, and action now” on climate 
change and identified educa- 
tion, health and a high-speed In- 
temet network as the other top 
priorities of his government. 

Rudd said he would attend 
the United Nations meeting on 
global warming next month in 
Bali, Indonesia. 


Mortifying end 

Saturday's elections brought 
sharp and mortifying end to the 
career of Howard, Australia's 
Second-longest serving leader 
He also looks likely to suffer the 
further embarrassment of losing 
his own seat in Parliament on- 
ly the second sitting prime min- 
ister in 106 years of federal до 
ernment to suffer that fate. 

Howard, who reshaped Aus- 


fight for the leadership, with out- 
going Foreign Minister Alexan- 
дег Downer and former Environ- 
‘ment Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
asthe likely candidates. 


Economic conservative 

Rudd has pledged to govern 
as an “economic conservative,” 
while pouring money into 
schools and universities. He will 
curtail sweeping industrial re- 
forms Howard introduced that 
were widely perceived to hand 
bosses too much power. 

Rudd attended a church ser- 
vice with his family on Sunday, 
and held a series of meetings 
with senior advisers. At his 
news conference in the north- 
east city of Brisbane, Rudd said 
Labor lawmakers would meet 
‘on Thursday, and he hoped that 
he and his ministers would be 
sworn in soon after that. 

Few in Rudd's team have any 
federal government experience. 
It includes a former rock 
star—one-time Midnight Oil 
singer Peter Garrett—a former 
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issues addressed to the young. 

Rudd's economic philosophy did not dif- 
fer much from the conservatives. Some an- 
alysts have commented that it was not cor- 
rect to brand Rudd as a man of the Left. 


tralias image abroad with his 
unwavering support for Bush's 
маг in Iraq and on terrorism, 
had dominated Australia's po- 
litical scene for 11 years but 
failed to read the signs that vot- 
ers had grown tired of his rule. 

Rudd said he planned to visit 
‘Washington next year, with the 
phased pullout of Australia's 
550 combat troops from Iraq 
topping the agenda. 

‘Aside from Iraq and Kyoto, 
the bulk of Australia's foreign, 
trade and economic policies are 
mot expected to change much 
under Rudd. 

“The Australian people have 
decided that we as a nation 
move forward,” Rudd said in a 
victory speech late Saturday. 
"To embrace the future and to- 
gether as Australians to unite 
and write a new page in our na- 
tion's history” 

As Rudd basked in his victory, 
Howard's party fell almost im- 
mediately into turmoil, with 
Howard's nominated successor, 
outgoing Treasurer Peter 
Costello, announcing Sunday 
he would not accept the post of. 
opposition leader. 

The surprise announcement 
opens the possibility of a bruising 
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television presenter and а num, 
ber of former union officials. 

Howard took his customary 
early-morning walk along the 
Sydney Harbor foreshore, but 
Фа not commend on the elec- 
tion. Rudd told Howard that his 
family may take “as long as they 
need" to move out of the prime 
ministers official residences, in- 
cluding one with a stunning view 
‘of the Sydney Opera House. 

With 75 percent of the more 
than 13.5 milion ballots count- 
ed, Labor had won more than 53 
percent and had secured at least 
83 places in Parliament's 150 
seat Lower House, according to 
official Australian Electoral 
Commission results on Sunday. 

‘That was at least 23 seats more 
than the centerdeft Labor Party 
won at the last election in 
2004 representing a huge swing 
in Australian political terms. 

Howard's center-right Liber- 
al-National coalition had 46.6 
percent of the vote, and 47 par- 
liamentary seats. 

Howard's Sydney suburban 
district of Bennelong hung in the 
balance, with the final outcome 
to be decided by postal votes to 
be counted in the next few days. 

АР 


Promises 

Giving a hint on the policies of his gov- 
emment, Rudd promised to pull ош Aus- 
tralia's 550 combat troops in Iraq in a 
phased withdrawal and to quickly sign the 
Kyoto Protocol that seeks to curb industrial 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Howard had been the staunchest ally of 
US President George W. Bush in the Pacificin 
the invasion and military occupation of Iraq 
and the war on Islamic-based terrorism. 

Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol by 
Rudd's government would isolate the Unit- 
ed States as the remaining industrialized 
country that had not ratified the treaty. 

Bush's coalition of countries that had 
sent troops to Iraq has increasingly shrunk 
with the withdrawal of troops of such coun- 
tries as Poland, Spain and Hungary. 

Still the White House congratulated Rudd 
оп his victory. Its statement said: “The United 
States and Australia have long been strong 
partners and allies and the president looks 
forward to working with this new govern- 
‘ment to continue our historic relationship." 

In the cards, however, is a shift in Aus- 
пайа poli vis Washington's policy 
on Iraq that is also being challenged by the. 
Democratic-controlled US Congress. 
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Was US envoy kept in dark on bases? 


By Julie Alipala. 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE GOVERN- 
ment of the United States may have 
kept the existence of its military bases 
in the Philippines a secret even from 
its ambassador to the country, Kristie 
Kenney. 

А member of the Thai think tank 
Focus on Global South, who con- 
ducted the research that became 
the basis for the group's report on 
the existence of US bases in the 
Philippines, said it appeared Ken- 
ney may have been purposely kept 
in the dark by her own govern- 
ment. 

During a visit here on Thursday, 
Kenney denied the US had reestab- 
lished military bases in the country. 

Herbert Docena said Кеппеуз de- 
nial contradicted the report of the US 


LE gen 


government's Overseas Basing Com- 
mission, also known as the Commis- 
sion on Review of Overseas Military 
Facility Structures of the United 
States. 

The commission was created by the 
US Congress to review the US military 
presence abroad. 


Global presence 

Docena said the information 
about the US developing “coopera- 
tive security locations" or CSLs, а 
euphemism for military bases, in 
the Philippines was published in 
the commission's final report that 
was submitted to President George 
W. Bush and the US Congress in 
May 2005. 

He said Kenney's statement that 
the US did not “need bases” also 
contradicted publicly available of- 
ficial US documents that stressed 
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the need for the United States to 
retain and expand its global mili- 
tary presence. 

“Kenney, who admitted not hav- 
ing read our report yet, is either 
uninformed about her own govern- 
ments actions or is deliberately 
misrepresenting their actions in 
the Philippines. In either case, her 
denial must be seen in light of the 
constitutional ban on foreign 
bases in the country. Simply put, 
any admission on her part could 
mean an end to US basing in the 
country,” Docena said in an e-mail 
to the Îngumer on Friday. 


Revealing 

He said the wording of Kenneys 
denial was revealing 

Docena said that, technically, the 
US was “not building bases" because 
the CSLs were installations that may 
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have already been built. 

‘Among the locations the Focus 
report mentioned were Clark and 
Subic, both former US military 
bases in Luzon, and Mactan Inter- 
national Airport in the Visayas and 
General Santos City Airport in 
Mindanao, 

“As the Pentagon's own definition 
of these facilities, CSLs may be exist- 
ing military or private facilities that 
may nominally belong to the Phili 
pine government or even to private 
contractors but which would be pr 
vided to the US for its use as needed, 
hesaid. 

Docena said that aside from 
CSLs, the Focus report also pointed 
out that the US had installations in 
Mindanao which US troops them- 
selves called "forward operating 
bases" or "advance operating 
bases." 
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SENATE PRESIDENT 
Manuel Vilar will 
lead the Nacionalista 
Partys celebration of 


Philippines but also 
in Asia. 

Villar said he 
hoped the book 


its centennial that is 
expected to gather 
рак and present 


would serve as an 
inspiration and a 
ү guidebook for fu- 


ШЫ 


members of the party 
оп Wednesday. 

The celebration 
will include the 


ture Filipino politi- 
cal leaders. He 
called on the Fil- 
ipino people "to 


mz launch of the book follow the lead of 


titled "Building the. 
Nation: First 100 


Nacionalista lead- 


Party to the present, ers, keeping in 


Years, Nacionalista 
Party 1907-2007" 
authored by 
Carmelo and Joyce 


how the party fiour- 
ished and struggled 
through the days of 
glory and trials of 


mind their respon- 
sibility as public 
servants and prac- 
titioners of 


ane 197238381 
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Crisanto at the 
Philippine Interna- 
tional Convention 
Center in Раѕау 
City. 

Villar, concurrent 
NP president, said 
the book “will ex- 
plore the early days 
of the Nacionalista 


the Filipino people 
їп building the na- 
tion in the last cen. 
[oS 

The МЕ the coun- 
пуз oldest political 
party, is recognized 
as the most endi 
ing political party 
not only in the 


change.” 

"As public ser- 
vants, we should 
keep in mind our 
motto—Ang 
Bayan Higit sa La- 
hat (The Nation 
Above all 
Else)—as we con- 
tinue to take up 
our responsibility 
to provide a better 
future for our peo- 
ple," Villar said. 

The occasion will 
also see the launch 
of NPs Centennial 
Gift of P100,000 for 
individuals or orga- 
nizations “who 
‘want to build a busi- 
mess and serve the 
community" Con- 
ceived by Villar, the 
initiative aims to 
promote en- 
trepreneurship as a 
мау to combat 
poverty in the coun- 
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By Cynthia Р. Balana inventory conducted in 2005 showed a na- 
tional backlog of 1.4 million units. —— | 
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house acquisition more affordable. 
“So this is really the best time to own. 


your dream house. I urge all Pag-Ibig mem- E x 
bers to take this opportunity,” he said. x Own aunt p 
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Atienza: Global warming not population’s fault 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO _ CITY—GLOBAL 
Warming and urban decay ca 
not be blamed on overpopula- 
tion, Environment Secretary 
Lito Atienza said here Saturday. 
Atienza made the assertion 
during a tree-planting activity at 


the Camp John Нау forest reser- He, however is batting for the ment healthy, we have nothing to and complete adherence to the industries. 
‘vation to jumpstart a counter. planting and nurturing of SO mil- worry about," Atienza, a staunch Kyoto Protocol are the country’s Тће United States had raised 
global warming campaign. on trees before the end of 2008. pro-life advocate, said in Filipino. contributions, to the global fight the matter of overpopulation to 
“A former Manila mayor, Ане. "Тһе country’s problem is not Не said good resource man- against climate change, he told justify its decision not to ratify the 
za relaunched the Department of the number of people, but the ab- agement would correct anoma- reporters here. protocol, which was pushed by 
Environment and Natural Re- sence of good governance. Plant- lies that have spawned homeless- Тһе Kyoto Protocol of 1997 re- former Vice President Al Gore. 
sources program called “Tree for e mess and poverty and should be quires United Nations member It argued that the restrictions 
Life” which aimed to plant 10 enough to address the hole in the countries to reduce their green- should also cover China and India 
million trees throughout the 200 milion, as long as we all have А house gas emissions following а because oftheir big populations. 
country Jobs and we keep our environ- set of guidelines that affect many Although many equate over- 
population with dli- 
T] mate change because. 
of the subsequent inë 
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draw the interest of 
world environmen- 
talists, Atienza said. 

The Philippines 
need not akter its cli- 
mate change policy 
because it does not 
contribute as much 
greenhouse gases as 
developed countries, 
he sid. 

Atienza said over- 
population should be 
embraced end пос 
feared by cities. 

"We must newer 
{ blame  overpopua- 

Чоп .. Everything 
[сап be resolved by} 
organization,” he 
said. 

Social Welfare Sec- 
retary Esperanza 
Cabral, who was also 
in the city said her 
department had not- 
ed an increase in va- 
grancy and home- 
lessness in cities and 
towns outside Мето 
Manila. 

t is а phe 
nomenon that is nat- 
ural for urbanizing 
regions, but local 
governments must 
ат to address 
them, che said. 
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Killing Ninoy again 


JOMORROW THE NATION CELEBRATES THE 75TH 
[ birth anniversary of assassinated opposition leader 
Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. 

Thinking ahead, the President of the Philippines pre- 
pared an early birthday gift for the man we honor as the 
motive force behind the People Power revolution in 1986 
and the democratic restoration that followed in its heady, 

dizzying wake. On Nov. 7, President 
EDITORIAL Macapagal-Arroyo granted executive 

clemency to Pablo Martinez, one of 
the 16 soldiers sentenced to life imprisonment for the 
double murder of Aquino and his alleged gunman Rolan- 
do Galman. 

The only thing missing, from the President's character- 
istically decisive resolve, was the act of spitting on Ni- 
noy's grave. Perhaps that will come tomorrow. 

‘As we have said over and over again in the case of par- 
doned plunderer Joseph Estrada, we have no objections 
to the very concept of executive clemency. Why should 
we? But we do believe, along with many other Fil- 
ipinos, that its exercise should be predicated on deserv- 
ing behavior; the convict must exhibit remorse, commit 
himself to full restitution, rejoin society on its terms 
(not his own). We also hold that, in the exercise of such 
an absolute power, the President must be motivated not. 
by rank political considerations but in the interest of 
justice. 

‘As with the Estrada case, so with the Martinez pardon. 
We believe politics, not justice, explains the startling act 
of clemency. Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino Ш pained 
and plaintive reaction suggested as much: “I sincerely 
hope that the pardon that was granted to one of my fa- 
ther's assassins was not a vengeful act against our family 
as we continue to stand firmly in holding this government 
accountable for its actions.” 

The 70-year-old Martinez, unlike Estrada, has exhi 
ited true remorse, and by all accounts he has been a 
model prisoner, (Not being a VIB unlike Estrada, Mar- 
tinez had to wait until Nov. 22 before he could walk out 
of prison and enjoy his pardon to the full.) But his re- 
fusal to tell what he knows of the Aquino assassination 
in a way that makes sense of the incontrovertible evi- 
dence that sent him and 15 others to jail rankles. For 
this refusal, the President has rewarded him with a con- 
ditional release. 

Or maybe not. The other day, Chief Presidential Legal 
Counsel Sergio Apostol advanced the extraordinary idea 
that his famously hands-on President did not know what 
she was doing. “I don’t know whether its coincidence or 
not, but think the President [was] not aware [that Mar- 
tinez was one of those soldiers involved in the Aquino as- 
sassination] when she signed [his pardon],” Apostol told 
reporters. 

If that were true, shouldn't the madman who recom- 
mended his release be fired immediately? But we have 
not heard the telltale thumping sound of a presidential 
advisers head being rolled in Malacafiang. Besides, we 
cannot credit Apostol's version of events, not only be- 
cause it runs counter to his President's character, but also 
because we sense that there is, in fact, method to the 
madness. 

The best way to handle the continuing controversy 
over Estrada's absolute pardon is to confuse the issue; 
what better way to do that than to pardon somebody just 
as controversial? That the second pardon will unsettle 
the family of Ninoy's widow, Corazon Aquino, is a deli- 
cious bonus; revenge is a dish best served with cold rel- 
ish, A 

More to the point, how can the Aquinos complain, 
when both mother and son, the former president and the 
current senator, have supported Estrada's pardon? On the 
day Martinez’s release was announced, Noynoy said: “I 
am not against the granting of a pardon to persons who 
deserve it. However, people who have refused to accept 
their guilt and have shown no contrition for the crime 
they committed do not deserve pardon.” 

Exactly. That describes Estrada right down to his bright 
red jacket. Having denied much of the opposition access 
to the moral high ground, the President is free to ignore 
our society's highest moral standards. If much of the op- 
position has forgotten that the revolution Ninoy started 
with his supreme sacrifice was eminently moral, why 
should she remind them? 
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WHAT IF YOU WERE GIVEN А CHANCE ТО 
pay a P1,300 debt with only P800? Would you 
not grab atthe chance? That would mean sav- 
‘ng P500, di ba? 

“That, in effect is what the Arroyo administra- 
tion wants to do in buying out the Metro Rail- 
ways Transit Corp, the consortium that owns 
and operates the 17-kilometer elevated light 
rail system along Edsa from North Avenue in 
Quezon City to Baclaran in Pasay City, with 13 
stations and 73 coaches with a capacity of 
450,000 passengers daily. By buying out Metro 
Rails $865-million debt now, the government 
will save approximately $500 million. 

‘The interest on Metro Rails debt is at 12.5 
percent to 15 percent, With interest rates at 
present very much lower (approaching 2 per- 
cent), the government can borrow now, pay off 
the debt and save money on interest pay- 
ments. 

‘Aside from the interest payments, the govern 
ment shells out at least P68 billion every year to 
subsidize the operations of the ral system. In- 
stead of each passenger paying P60 for the entire 
distance, the passenger pays only P15, The gov 
ernment pays for the balance of P45. Besides this 
subsidy the govemment also spends another 
P250 million a month in maintenance fees. 

"Why? Isn't the Metro Rail а private corpora- 
tion that supports itself? Yes, but under the 
build-operate-transfer contract between the 
government and the МЕТЗ owners, the latter 
are given an assured rate of return on invest- 
ment of 15 percent а year If the net income on 
operations falls short of this percentage, the 
government is obliged to pay the difference. 
‘The government could not have found an in- 
vestorto place money for the vital mass transit 
system if it could not be guaranteed a decent 
rate of return on its investment. 

But due to low fares and high operation 
costs, MRT:3 has been losing heavily. Conse- 
quently the government has been shelling out 
huge subsidies amounting to P6.5 billion a 
year. This is burdensome for the government, 
especially since it is still in the process of re- 


BY THE TIME THIS COMES OUT, ILL BE FREEZ- 
ing my butt off in the United Kingdom attending 
а program called “Engaging the Islamic World." 
Its one that invites journalists from various parts 
of the world to observe how Muslims live in the 
United Kingdom in the aftermath of 9/11. My 
fear when [left the country last Saturday wasn't 
the heat of terrorism, it was the cold of approach 
ing winter, the forecasts in that part of the world 
over this week suggesting attrition for people 
used to balmier weather 

Before I left, I visited one of my favorite 
spots in the city again, which is Quiapo, 
scourge of people prosecuting GATT's interpre 
tation of intellectual property rights. I hadn't 
been there in some time, and was pleasantly 
surprised to see how much the place had 
grown. Yes, pleasantly, seeing that growth as 
putting food on the table of the ragged folk 
there, if not indeed sending the kids that man 
the stalls to elementary school. 

‘Atleast that was true for the Muslim side of 
it. The Christian side remained home only to 
fortune-tllers and sellers of menstruation-in- 
‘ducers. New buildings had sprouted in various 
parts of the Muslim side, showing how litte 
the periodic raids of the authorities had done 
to stem market forces, if not indeed showing 
how peremptory those raids are. By any stan- 
dard of commerce, that place is rocking. 

Every time 1 hear talk about paradigms or ex- 
periments on how Christians and Muslims might 
coexist peacefully, particularly in an age of the 
collision of worlds, I think of Quiapo. Specifically, 
I think ofthe image of the Quiapo church stand- 
ing а stone's throw away from the Muslim 
mosque with most passersby or passengers of 
jeepneys scarcely looking askance at the juxtapo- 
sition. Indeed, 1 think of the sound of a priests 
voice lamenting sin and penitent murmurs issu- 
ing from the crowd huddled inside the Quiapo 
church and the wailing chant of an imam trilling 
ош ofa loudspeaker in the mosque and the wor- 
shipful murmurs of people kissing their mat, and 
по one in particular, least of all a patron of DVD- 
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ducing the budget deficit. By owning the 
Metro Rail, the government would actually be 
saving lots of money on subsidies. 

Furthermore, the government can buy more 
trains to service the passengers. As can be seen 
every day, the present number of trains and 
coaches cannot accommodate the hordes of 
passengers who want to ride in them. Travel 
time in the elevated rails is much faster than in 
the buses on the traffic-choked Edsa below. 
The purpose of the rail system із really to 
Jessen road traffic which wastes so much im- 
ported fuel with rapidly rising prices. But the. 
rails are not able to achieve that because they 
cannot meet passenger demand. There is no 
incentive for the operators to buy morë trains 
and coaches, Why invest more when the gov- 
emment pays what it does not earn from pas- 
sengers fares below the 15-percent guarantee? 

But if the government owns the rail system, 
then it would have an incentive to buy more 
trains not only to earn more but to service 
more passengers. The latter, after all, is the pri- 
mary purpose of government while the prima- 
ту motive of private companies is profit 

Even better, the government can use the ap- 
proximately $500-million savings to finance 
the 7-km Metro Rail extension from North Av- 
enue to Monumento to connect itto the LRT on 
Rizal Avenue, thus completing the route of the 
elevated rail system. That is tantamount to 
having the North Avenue-Monumento exten- 
sion practically for free, di ba? 

‘But where will the cash-strapped govern- 
ment get the money to pay the $865-million 
debt? According to Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves, five banks have already offered to fi- 
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9s, noticing the incongruity, 

Tdon't know that the peaceful, or even har- 
‘monious, co-existence of Christian and Muslim 
in Quiapo is a paradigm. But it commends it- 
selfto study. 

‘We do have а history of distrust, fear and ab- 
horrence of the "Moro pirate.” That comes from 
the ong years of Spanish rule when Moro pirates 
in swift boats periodically descended on various 
parts ofthe Visayas to rape and pillage. A church. 
in Bohol, located near the sea, testifies to those 
times: That church was abandoned at one point 
and another built in the hinterlands because of 
the raids. The flock went back to the original 
church only when the incursions stopped. The 
Holy Cross is celebrated in various parts of the 
Visayas because it apparently performed the mir- 
acle of tuming back the pirates or hiding the 
prospective victims in a wall of fog. All across ће 
country, vestiges of the moro-moro persist, а 
morality play or pageant casting the Moro pirate 
as the bad guy and the Spanish conquistador (in 
fact the bigger pirate) as the good guy. 

But 1 don't know how deep that really goes. 1 
suspect the fear has to do with Moro and not with 
Muslim—or withthe pirate and not with the reli- 
gion. When I was a kid growing up in Bicol, 1 re- 
member that "Moro" brought with it connotations 
cf someone whol rip you offif not rip your throat. 
Bur the same might be said ofthe Chinese and the 
Indian, without the cutthroat element, but which 
wasn't altogether discounted, as "huhulihin ka ng 
Bombay (the Bombay will get you)" suggests. Big- 
опу savages children most ofall 

But the religious aspect wasn't particularly 
pronounced: The excoriation didn't have much 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2007. 


Ta Prurme Day unt bc has ts bss deter tet 
“Chine ce Ато corner Тири и Mucio ts alat Cy 

29 Man Cer 
Gurtaerone rami re IST BOB depone 
чао Fu 807-4799 VT] Rdtrtirg OT AMT 


ирик Ofc 1263 Mata Cy 


“Oren 55570 


wer анон 


nance the buyout. This loan will be at a single- 
digit interest rate, much lower than the present 
125 to 15 percent. Besides, with the present 
high exchange rate of the peso to the dollar, the 
government will save millions now by paying 
the debt now which is payable in dollars. 

"The advantages are so good that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and the Cabinet have al- 
ready approved and signed the deal. The only 
fiy in the ointment is Transportation Secretary 
Leandro Mendoza under whose wing the MRT- 
3 is being operated. He refuses to sign but 
doesn't say why He just stonewalls. Maybe he 
is stil gunshy because of the scrapped ZTE 
broadband deal. Maybe he has become para- 
noid because of that. Maybe he is sulking like a 
spoiled child because the ZTE deal that he 
signed in China was scrapped. 

But this time the government is doing right. 
This is the reverse of the ZTE deal. In the ZTE 
deal, we lose tons of money because of the al- 
leged overprice; in ће MRF3 refinancing, We, 
save the people's money. 

And this is no time to be timid. The buyout 
‘deal has a Feb. 27, 2008 deadline. And if the 
dollar regains its strength or the peso falrers 
(which is not remote), the Philippines forfeits 
the opportunity for cheap funds and will lose 
billions of pesos. The delay is already costing 
the taxpayers $5 million daily in unnecessary 
interest payments. That is not coming from the. 
pockets of Mendoza; that is coming from the 
pockets of taxpayers. 

The news of the proposed takeover has been 
met with public enthusiasm. At last, the gov- 
ernment would be able to improve the гай ser- 
vices. The Light Rail Transit Authority has been 
announcing that itis bidding out the MRT.3 ex- 
tension project. But even ifa winning bidder is 
declared, no extension can be done. The MRT- 
3 consortium still owns the rights to that exten- 
sion, Unless these rights are bought and paid 
for, nobody can legally undertake the project. 
‘And that will disappoint che public even тоге. 

Mendoza's foot dragging is jeopardizing the 
welfare ofthe people. 


to do with Islam. I suspect that зо because 
‘our own Christianity isn't really Christianity in 
the Crusades-sense of the word. As Nick 
Joaquin's stories show—and Nick was as pas- 
Sonate a Christian as any—much of it is really 
pagan folklore wearing Christian trappings. 

‘Whatever the reason for it is, the hostility 
between Christian and Muslim in this country 
isn't really the stuff of which bitter enmities 
such аз you se in other pars of the world, or 
downright pogroms, are made. Which is prob- 
ably whats made it a lot easier for Muslims 
and Christians to come together here. Quiapo 
moreover has offered a tremendous incentive 
in addition to this. That is the precious nectar 
of the gods called DVD. Today, you say Moro, 
and people will be quick to add not “pirate” but 
“DVD,” with the appropriate Maranao accent, 
Of course the cynical will say thats not much 
of an improvement, “pirate” and “РУР” being 
the same thing. What can one sey? Some pira- 
cies are less murderous than others. 

Scholarship is even willing to concede that 
William Drake's piratical ventures formed the 
"primitive accumulation” that shot England off 
to a robust capitalist start. The principle in any 
case is larger han "Piracy pays,” and goes on to 
зау “Stake holding pays." The ware need not be 
contraband, even if is not always easy to think 
ofa completely legitimate product any group of 
sellers in this country can find a niche in. 

The points that you give a group of people a 
stake in socleny whether in the form of pirated 
DVD or "5-6" or Chinese restaurant, they will 
find it easier to get along with their fellows, 
however they hold to other beliefs. Certainly, 
they will exert themselves to tum their enclaves 
into zones of peace and prosperity Look at 
Quiapo: The Muslim part of i used to be one of 
the nastiest spots in the city which even cops 
pursuing suspects dreaded to enter. Today 
Уш ње hard put to find anywhere safer. 

"Today, youll be hard put to find a place 
where Cross and Crescent smile at each other 
more benignly. 


———— 
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“As long as individuals and states refuse to sub- 
mit to the rule of our Savior, there can be no really 
hopeful prospect of a lasting peace among na- 
tions." —Pius XI, 1925 


IF IT IS RELEVANT ENOUGH FOR WIKIPEDIA 
Which does not profess to be a religious mouth- 
piece, yesterdays feast should have a place in the 
Colum of one who puts SJ. after his name. Hence 
a word about Christ the King whose Solemnity the 
Christian world celebrated yesterday Sunday 

Perhaps the most celebrated royal leader in our 
day is Queen Elizabeth of England. Her office 
might be largely symbolic but she still wields 
tremendous clout. Consider her titles. She is 
Queen Elizabeth I by the Grace of God, Queen of 
this Realm and of Her Other Realms and Territo- 
ries, Head ofthe Commonwealth, Defender ofthe 
Faith. 

But that is nothing compared to the royalty 
whose feast we celebrated yesterday, Jesus is 
King by the Grace of God, Shepherd of the People 
and Commander of israel, God's Beloved Son, the 
Image of the Invisible God, Lord of Lords, King of 
Kings, the Firstborn of ай Creation, Head of the 
Church, and Firstborn of the Dead. And these do 
not say everything. 

"But first let us recall the origin of the feast. It 
was Pope Pius XI who started it in 1925 through 
his encyclical Quas Primas. Why was Pius XI in- 
spired to establish the feast? He put it this way 

"m the first Encyclical Letter which We 
dressed at the beginning of Our Pontificate to the 
Bishops of the universal Church, We referred to 
the chief causes of the difficulties under which 
mankind was laboring. And We remember saying 
that these manifold evils in the world were due to 
the fact that the majority of men had thrust Jesus 
Christ and his holy law out of their lives; that 


MY STUDENT VERY CONFIDENTLY TELLS THE 
class that to keep the young off sex and teen preg- 
nancy, the antidote can only be contraceptives. 
"We are now in the practical age,” she says. It 
goes without saying, of course, that little did she 
Know about the “practicality” of what the statis- 
ties зау not to mention the attendant problems 
that the “antidote” spreads erroneously across so- 
ieties. 

‘Addressing such mistaken approaches, perva- 
sive as they already аге, as the root of worsening 
incidences on teen pregnancy, live-in arrange- 
ments, promiscuity and even youth violence, was 
the raison d'être behind last week's Second Inter- 
national Congress on Education in Love, Sex and 
Life held at the Edsa Shangri-La Hotel in Manila. 

Sex education is a favorite topic that we often 
debate in television talk shows, legislative halls, 
chat rooms and blogs. But the arguments remain. 
redundant—reducing teenage pregnancies and 
diseases as the solutions—rather than concern 
forthe good of young people themselves. Too of- 
ten we hear апе advocates and latter-day 
Malthusian philosophers scoff at abstinence edu- 
cation—impossible, so they say, given the perva- 
siveness of sexual promiscuity among the 
young—as though it were a "roundabout and un- 
realistic way of reducing the bad statistics.” 

‘The common model is to use American statis- 
tics, as we all know that in the United States con- 
traceptionis socially promoted and liberally prac- 
ticed. For instance, current news stories toast Sep. 
Juico, the Quezon City councilor, for repeating. 
the American model that contraception will re- 
duce the incidence of abortion. The US statistics 
however tell us the opposite. Abortion cases have 
risen tremendously there despite the liberal ap- 
plication of contraceptive use. 1t just does not fol- 
low. Clearly the problem lies somewhere else. 

Earlier this year, а survey by the US National 
‘Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy instead 
manifested what people would rather hear: а 
strong abstinence message. It would appear that 
there is a sizable majority of parents and young 
people themselves who recognize that postpon- 


SITTING AT MY DESK AT THE ORTIGAS FOUN- 
dation Library in Pasig, surrounded by 16,000 
books and periodicals relating to Philippine histo- 
т, culture and the ars, [resize over 90 percent 
Are in English, with maybe another 500 vintage 
fies in Spanish and very few in Filipino. This 
breakdown is probably not unlike many other 
‘major reference libraries in Manila. 

"Amid all the discussion in the press, academic 
circles and the political sector, as to whether or not 
English should be the primary language for educa 
tion in this country one of he greatest advantages 
of an English-language education for Pilipinos is al- 
most always overlooked. The ability to read and 
тр Engi makes vas amounts of Piip- 
pine history and heritage, along with East Asian and 
‘world history accessible to Filipinos. Constantly 
promoting English, primarily аз а means for con- 
acr workers о find jobs abroad or in domestic сй 
centers, perpetuates a servile colonial menaliy 
Worm ep 

pepe yasan 

cational tool which enhances a prudens or the gen- 
eral publics knowledge ofthe Philippines, builds up. 
тайпа! intelectual capabilities and enriches na- 
tinal cuure and Мешиу. Books їп English also 
pen up vast reservoirs of colleive human know 
edge regarding world history, science, religion, po- 
linea tory Heraure and the ала. Works original- 
Iy writen in English ог папана into modern En- 
glish over the last several centuries make up the 
largest repository of printed information. Despite 
the marvels of the Internet, 1 still believe reading. 
full-length printed books is the best way to absorb 
complex information and acquire knowledge. 

ifthe Philippines loses its college-level English- 
language skili, which seems to be happening at 
presen it will be losing access to much of ts own 
Intigenous history and national memory. Some 
parochial nationalists argue that this s Just fine 
‘with them; let the nation build its future on a lo- 
cal Malay-based language such as Tagalog. What 
they overlook is that the majority of educated Pl- 
ipinos have been writing in English or have been 
translated into English from Spanish for well over 
a century Despite the fact that many Filipinos 
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these had no place either in private affairs or in 
polities: and We said further, that as long as indi- 
Viduals and states refused to submit to the rule of 
our Saviog there would be no really hopeful 
prospect of a lasting peace among nations." 

"The memorable line is: "As long as individuals 
and states refused to submit to the rule of our 
Savior there would be no really hopeful prospect 
ofa lasting peace among nations." 

Even today the warning of Pius XI sil rings 
ше. 

But the same warning was given centuries ago 
by Jesus Christ himself. Last Thursday the gospel 
reading was about Jesus Christ weeping as he en- 
tered Jerusalem. He then warned: 

“If this day you only knew what makes for 
peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. For 
the days are coming upon you when your ene- 
mies wil raise а palisade against you; they will 
encircle you and hem you in on all sides. They 
will smash you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave one stone up- 
‘on another within you because you did not recog- 
nize the time of your visitation.” 

Jesus predicted then that Jerusalem would be 
destroyed because the city, and especially its lead- 
еп, had become spiritually bankrupt and morally 
corrupt and had relied instead on political al 
iances and intrigues for the salvation of the city. 
Tt broke the heart of Christ. So he wept. 
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This was also what Pius XI saw in 1925 when 
he rallied the Christian world to honor Christ the 
Xing and to live by his teachings. The dire warn- 
ing was “that as long as individuals and states re- 
fused to submit to the rule of our Savior, there 
would be no really hopeful prospect of a lasting 
peace among nations” 

"The events that followed in the 20th centu- 
ry—destucive wars and manmade calami- 
ties—verified what Pius XI had warned about. 

The warning should give us pause. We may not. 
have invented corruption and injustice but we 
have perfected them. Even as we await final re- 
port of the World Bank and of never-ending leg- 
islative investigations, the verdict on amparo pe- 
tions and the results of peace negotiations, we 
must ask ourselves: Have we really accepted 
Christ as our King? As Pius XI pu it: "As individu- 
als and as states [we have] refused to submit to 
the rule of our Savior” 

‘The feast of Christ the King reminds me of 
the Mexican Jesuit martyr Blessed Miguel Pro 
whose feast was commemorated last Friday. Ft. 
Miguel Pro died during the height of political 
terror against the Catholic Church. Under 
threat of persecution, torture, arrest and even 
death, priests were prohibited from administer- 
ing communion, baptism, confession, confir- 
mation and marriage. It was under this regime. 
that Father Pro worked and met his death. As 
the firing squad raised its weapons, Father Pro, 
on Nov. 23, 1927, in a clear and loud voice 
shouted, Viva Cristo Rey! 

Оп this last week of the liturgical year, we as 
individuals and as a nation are given an opportu- 
nity to recommit ourselves to Chris the King. Un- 
less we do so, we are assured that there can be 
“no really hopeful prospect of a lasting peace 
among nations.” 


‘sequences of sex in the short or long term. Sadly, 
it will also give them a confused idea of the mean- 
ing of sex and rob them of willpower and confi- 
dence in the face of pressure.” Just think of what 
kind of adult generation will take over in "nurtur- 
ing” the young of tomorrow. Just think what 


. spineless and diffident characters such will pro- 


ing sex for marriage is better for them than exper- 
imenting with sex and premature romantic rela- 
tionships. Expect the “ultra-modern” pundits to 
balk at this. But let the statistics talk. 

In fact, the Manila conference last week was 
the result of a popular clamor to follow through 
what had taken place in Mexico in May last year, 
during the Primer Encuentro Internacional sobre. 
1а Educación de la Afectividad y la Sexualidad. 
Attended by 750 policymakers, parents, social 
entrepreneurs and development educators from 
four continents, the highly positive impact ofthe 
Mexico congress led то the calling of the second 
congress, this time in Manila. 

Are we truly preparing the young for love and 
life? Are families and educators addressing this as 
а matter of growing concern? Those questions 
were not thrown to congress delegates to debate 
‘upon but as the solid foundation—antidote—to a 
growing phenomenal problem that contracep- 
tives have not solved. 

The plain truth remains that so much money 
has been poured into propaganda and rhetoric, 
including lobbying in Congress, for the promo- 
tion of contraceptive use under the guise of the 
catch-all “reproductive health,” which does not 
exclude teen sexuality. Yer, very lite impact has 
been achieved addressing teen sexuality prob- 
lems. Values education on self-discipline and 
character has remained elusive, largely because 
of the myth propagated that sexual liberation has 
become an immovable mountain. 

“Safer sex,” again as empirical data point out, 
has in fact become a lame proposition. More than 
опе study has concluded that this approach “fails 
to protect many young people from the bad con- 


duce and who will take over in managing the so- 
cial problems of the future. 

"The Manila congress was attended not just by 
parents and educators, but also by young people 
themselves, especially those involved in the ori- 
entation of youth peers. Who was behind the un- 
dertaking? There is an international network of 
parents and educators who are straight arrows in 
their objectives. First is InterMedia Consulting 
based in Rome and Chicago promoting family 
and educational values. Based in the Philippines 
is EDUCHILD Foundation Inc., which organizes 
initiatives for parents and professional educators 
‘on family Ме education and the education of chil 
dren. Then there is Developmental Advocacy for 
Women Volunteerism (DAWV Foundation Inc), a 
Philippine based personal initiative of women for 
the development of women toward social respon- 
sibility and poverty alleviation. The congress was 
organized in collaboration with the Department 
of Education. Also collaborating were resource 
sites such as sexrespeccom and character- 
‘counts.org, both of which are inthe thick of absti- 
пепсе and character education. 

t may hearten pro-life advocates that the 
congress sponsors were a veritable who's who of 
the Philippine corporate world, such as Globe 
Telecom, GMA TV and radio, San Miguel Corp., 
RMN Networks, National Book Store, Universal 
Robina Corp., Nestlé Philippines, BDO, Insular 
Life; we thought that anti-life issues were more 
popular as some in media would falsely harp on 
us. 


The congress slogan captures for us what 
promise this can do to the young: love, laughter 
‘and life ever after. 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 


and the nation's memory 


COMMENTARY 


Jonathan Best 


were literate in various dialects at the time of the 
Spanish conquest in 1565, there is virtually no ev- 
idence of a substantial canon of work written ina. 
native Filipino language. 

In the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries there 
were travel accounts of the Philippines in Span- 
ish, French and English, voluminous reports to 
Spain by officials and friars, and Spanish dictio- 
maries of Filipino languages phonetically spelled 
out in the Roman alphabet. Many Filipinos were 
writing eloquently in Spanish in the 19th century, 
with Jose Rizal leading the long list. During the 
first years of American occupation of the country, 
American scholars wansated thousands of Span- 
ish books and documents into English and 
a tremendous amount of new sociological, cultur- 
al and scientific information in their lengthy re- 
ports. Emma Blair and James A. Robertson's 55- 
‘volume annotated set of Philippine historical ma- 
terial is an outstanding example of the American 
dedication to written documentation. 

By the 1920s and onwards Filipinos such as Max- 
imo M. Kalaw, Claro М. Recto, Manuel Quezon, 
(Camilo Osias and Rafael Palma were writing in both 
Spanish and English. After World War I, major Fi- 
ipino writers wrote mostly in including Na- 
tional Artists for Literature Nick Joaquin, E Sionil 
Jose and Bien Lumbrera. Political theorists like Re- 
nao Constantino and eminent historians О. D. Cor- 
Turm Besi B, Meese dos В Tey 

e majority of Filipino writers, historians, 
оир им urls mti incen 
in English. English is very much part and parcel 
the Philippines national birthright. 

"Unfortunately for the ardent nationalists the 
sheer practicality of trying to acquire acollegelev- 
а education in the humanities solely in Filipino is 
not feasible. Young people in Third World coun- 
tries, especially in the case of the Philippines, can 


spum thé serious study о foreign languages in the 
паше of national sovereignty but ironically they 
will end up sacrificing a large portion of their na- 
Чопа! memory and individual heritage. A nation 
that forgets is past identity and place in world his- 
tory is ill-prepared for the inevitable challenges of 
бише colonial 


Filipino regional languages and their many spo- 
кеп dialects are beautiful and deeply expressive of 
local cultures and the modem Philippine nation. 
"They represent ancient and modem oral and writ- 
ten traditions which capture the finest nuances of 
the Filipino character and the Filipino world. How- 
fever, as is true in all parts of the world, local lan- 
(guages are dying off or being hybridized at a rapidly 
increasing rate. Much is being done to ty to record 
and save these linguistic traditions but the loss is an 
inevitable result of high speed, electronic, global 
communication. The positive ‘side of this phe- 
nomenon is that greater and greater numbers of 
people across the globe are now able to communi- 
‘cate with each other in the remaining international 

‘and can share massive amounts of 

and information, stored in the collective 
але and archives of the world. 

"The government policy seems to be to give ev- 
егу poor Filipino a bit of fractured English and 
send them on their way abroad hopefully to eam 
foreign exchange. It would be better to strongly 
promote English for high school and college stu- 
Gents, reading and writing skills, so 
they can build а strong new nation from within, 
оп their own terms. Rich Filipinos automatically 
provide their children with this type of English in- 
‘struction. t should be available to all who want 

For the ever-so-slowty evolving Philippine mid- 
dle clas, this just might create a new generation 
of highly articulate readers and writers with ex- 
cellent abilities to access information and form 
critical opinions and judgments concerning their 
‘own society and political leaders. 


Jonathan Best is rare books consultant for the Orti- 
gas Foundation Library and Philippine Studies 
Center, 
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Pakistan's generals 
TODAY THE WORD wonsues NOT зо MUCH ABOUT 
Iraq, Iran or even North Korea with its nuclear facilities. The 
concern has shifted to Pakistan, the only Muslim nation with 
nuclear weapons and the capability to deliver them against 
апу target as directed by their leaders. In the hands of ex- 
tremists, this would make Pakistan the most dangerous na- 
‘tion on the planet. 

SE R TA it, меп тиза жы cud 
күс 
RET 
ream 
Muslim population 
кылык 
‘more than half of its 
ЫЕ 
army generals. 
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cal instability and in 1958, President Iskander Mirza de- 
dared martial law and appointed Gen. Ayub Khan as chief 
‘martial law administrator. 

Gen. Ayub Khan was the first native Pakistan army com- 
mander in chief. A graduate of Sandhurst Royal Military 
‘Academy, he was at 44, its youngest full general. He would 
BELL 
See ir 
fec Ee pedum 
ing him off to exile in England. Most Pakistanis welcomed 
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ternal stability, the turning point in his rule was the Indo- 
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over the dispute in Kashmir, the settlement with India 
D ee 
‘many of his political allies. In 1969, in the face of growing 
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Pakistan into two nations—East Pakistan (now Bangla- 
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trip to China in 1972. Suffering setbacks in the Indo-Pak- 
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Bhutto, led the coup imposing martial law in July 1977. Zia, 
like his predecessor, was commissioned in the British Indian 
а наа 
iel r ош 

When Nusrat Bhutto, wife of Zulfikar, appealed to the 
Supreme Court to declare Zia's coup illegal, the court ruled 
cu br ыры 
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As the third military president of Pakistan, General Zia in- 
a ede 
policies of the past and increasing the influence of religious. 
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In August 1988, in a mysterious plane crash just after 
AXIS ue e e ы 
commanders and the US ambassador to Pakistan, Arnold 
eee area ccs 
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death, Benazir Bhutto was elected the first 
female head of government of an Islamic state. For the next 
decade, power would alternate between Bhutto and Nawaz 
Sharif, head of the Pakistan Muslim League. 

1n 1998, Nawaz Sharif promoted Gen. Pervez Mushar- 
raf as Army chief over the heads of several senior officers. 
During the so-called Kargill conflict with India, Sharif at- 
tempted to dismiss Musharraf who happened to be out of 
the country. Army units took over Karachi airport, allow- 
ing Musharraf's plane to land with only a few minutes of 
fuel to spare. Sharif was placed under house arrest and ex; 
iled to Saudi Arabia, Musharraf assumed the ttle of chief 
executive and later appointed himself President, becom- 
ing Pakistan's fourth army chief to assume executive pow- 
ers. 

Since assuming power, Musharraf has guided Pakistan 
through four successive years of 7-percent economic growth 
rates per annum, bolstered by strong support from the Unit- 
ed States, in exchange for allowing use of three air bases 
against the Taliban in Afghanistan. 

In his memoirs, "In The Line Of Fire,” Musharraf reveals 
that after 9/11, in securing Pakistan's support for the war on 
terror, US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage 
threatened Pakistan, saying, "Be prepared to be bombed. Be 
prepared to go back to the stone age.” Secretary of State Col 
in Powell put things more bluntly, telling him: "You are with 
usoragainstus.” 

Today there are signs of weakening support for Mushat- 
raf, At а recent visit to the country, US Deputy Secretary of 
State John Negroponte called on him to proceed with elec 
tions, get rid of his uniform and release all political prison- 
ers, threatening a cut-off in US aid. 

‘There is, however, one big difference in the present situa- 
tion. On May 28, 1998, Pakistan exploded a nuclear device 
in its desert areas and successfully test-fired a missile capa- 
ble of delivering a nuclear warhead. This changed the pic- 
ture in the region radically Musharraf may not be the poster 
boy for democracy as the United States would wish but he 
appears to be someone who can deal forcefully with the ex- 
tremists threatening to take over Pakistan. And if Musharraf 
should falter, another general, Lt. Gen. Ashfaq Kayani, the 
vice chief ofthe army, is waiting in the wings. It appears that 
it will take some time before civilian rule can be restored in 
Pakistan 
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Induction Cooker. 

* For Hot Pot, Stir Fry, Steam Fish, Cook Soup 

+ Convenient tabletop no-fiame cooking 

+ Strong & efficient heating power 

* Safe and easy to clean 

+ B-Level power heating adjustment and 
temperature control 

* Over heat protection and heat resistant body 
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OPINION ... 
Disability an HR issue too 


THE GOVERNMENT AND OUR SOCIETY 
should look at disability less as а social welfare 
problem, and more as a human rights issue. Per- 
Sons with disabilities like me have our own indi- 
vidual talents and abilities, but other people on- 
ly see our physical disabilities and limitations. 

We have the same rights as every other Fil- 
ipino, such as the rights to education, employ- 
ment, accessible facilities and transportation. 
We are persons, not just "objects" of charity. 
Government should adopt a rights-based ap- 
proach to disability 

Even civil society tends to ignore us; it doesn't 
‘mention persons with disabilities when it speaks 
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ош on human rights lee 
and development ЕРІМЕ 
are the most 
marginalized grup LETTERS 
in ош sode К T 
stems as И we are $ 
"lesser" human beings. 2 
Are we “children of а lesser god”? But are 
‘we not supposed to be children of one and the 
same God—even if we call God by different 
names? 
Human rights are for everyone. Am right? 
—DAVID TABANIAG, 
davidtabaniag@yahoo.com 


Suomen 


‘Collateral damage’ didn’t come from Remonde 


THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE EDITORIAL 
titled, "The low road” (Ingumen, 11/23/07), 
оп the unscheduled press briefing conducted 
by Secretary Cerge М. Remonde оп Nov. 20, 
‘when members of the Malacafiang Press Corps 
sought his comments on the World Bank's de- 
ferment of talks on RP road loans. 

On the NRIMB Remonde cited, en toto, the 
DPWH statement, issued Nov. 19 by Secretary 
Hermogenes Ebdane, copies of which were 
distributed. 

As head of the Pro Performance Tracking 
System, Remonde briefed the press corps on 
the status of priority projects and their fund- 
ing, measures to curb corruption and the mul- 
tisectoral representation in the Pro Perfor 
mance Steering Committee (a business paper 
put out the list), to show that government was 
addressing the concerns of the WB long before 
they were raised. 

Аз some reporters did not have the Nov. 19 
WB statement issued by James Adams, vice 
president for the East Asia and Pacific Region, 
we distributed copies of the two-page state- 
ment 

То provide further context to that WB state- 
ment, we furnished them copies of an article 
fom The Australian captioned "World Bank 
struggling with corruption,” under the byline of 
Bob Davis and Glenn R. Simpson, which provid- 
ed insights on “the turmoil the bank has under- 
gone to deal with graft” To allegations that WB 
president Robert Zoellick had not been briefed 
on the NRIMP proposal, Adams "said he wasn't 
trying to go behind Mr. Zoelick’s back." 

"The World Bank's anti-fraud unit has long 
been at loggerheads with departments that 
make loans," the article said. Just as telling 
was this paragraph: "The board rejection rep- 
resents a slap at ће staff and indicates contin- 
uing divisions within the bank.” 

t was in that context, provided by the 


above-cited article, that a brief but animated 
exchange on “collateral damage" ensued, al- 
though I recall distinctly that the colorful de- 
scription was in fact supplied by one of the re- 
porters. 

As pointed out by WB's Leonora Aquino-Gon- 
айе, "а lot has been said by the World Bank 
yesterday (Monday) and the government today 
(Tuesday).” Guten, 11/21/07) We agree. 

Ina Joint Statement on Nov. 21, WB and our 
government declared: "Contrary to reports, the 
Bank has not suspended any loans for the NRIMP 

"The World Bank continues to support devel- 
‘opment in the Philippines and remains actively 
engaged with the Government in strengthening 
governance and fighting coruption.” 

"The context for that joint statement must be 
clear from the tortuous route this project has 
taken in media—from being deferred, shelved, 
blocked, halted, frozen, stopped, to "not sus- 
pended.” 

If there was any spin in that briefing, itis 
that projects are in place and on schedule, 
monitoring is maintained at all levels, perfor- 
mance tracking is working, slippage (if any) is 
addressed, and we will hit our targets. The rest 
was just context. 

ROMEO L JUNIA, 
chiefofstaf, 

Office ofthe Director General, 
Presidential Management Staff, 
Malacanang, Manila 


In other words, the Presidential Management 
Staff was purveying information it did not have. 
direct knowledge of: the allegations carried in 
The Australian. When a reporter raised the pos- 
sibility of "collateral damage," Secretary Re- 
monde should have shot it down. That he didn't. 
means he approved its use—which is precisely 
why he introduced the news report from The 
Australian in the first place ~The Editors 


All-night noise from Maynilad excavation project 


WOULD LIKE TO CALL THE ATTENTION of 
Maynilad about its project in Sampaloc, 
Manila, specifically the excavation at the cor- 
ner of Sobriedad and Algeciras Streets in 
Barangay 443, Zone 44. The project was start 
ed in April and, last we heard, it would be 
over by Nov. 30. 

Despite repeated complaints, exchange of 
letters, phone calls and dialogues, the problem 
persists: noisy equipment all night, depriving. 
us of sleep and causing us stress. This has been 
going on for the past seven months. 


* Black crystal ceramic plate for modern lifestyle 


+ 4800 Watts 


New Generation 
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‘The noise would sometimes be gone for a 
few days but would be back soon after as if 
the contractor expects that we would just for- 
get whatever past agreements they have had 
‘with us, Do we have to remind them all the 
time that they are working in a residential 
Maynilad and its contractor are violating 
‘our human rights and we don't know for how 
long. Whom do we turn to for assistance? 
TESS AUSTRIA, 
tessaustriaG yahoo.com. 


Reforms 
needed 
at LTO 


THE PROTEST 
staged by more then 
500 militant drivers 
and their families last 
Nov. 8, 2007 in front 
of the Land Trans- 
portation Office 
showed that ordinary 
Filipinos are realy 
dissatisfied, if not fed 
up, with the poor 
selfish and inefficient 
performance of the 
iro. 

LTO officials 
should pay heed to 
the growing clamor 
of people for real 
change and reforms 
in thei office and for 
better service. Bach 
time 1 renew my 
driver's license, I 
can't help but accept 
the fact that fixers 
freely operate at the 
170. 

Why doesn't the 
LTO go after them? I 
don'tknow if there is 
a connivance be- 
tween the fixers and 
some LTO officials 
and employees. But 
itis obvious that pri- 
ority is given to Е 
cense applicants 
who can grease their 
hands. 

And whats the 
purpose of the drug 
fest if the result is not 
produced or given to 
the licensee? is there. 
really a test conduet- 
ed? And why is the 
fee for such a test too 
costly? 


JERRY R, 
OBLEPIAS, 
Jerry oblepias 
@yahoo.com 
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Frompage Al 
what makes a bomb tick. 

Out of media glare, members of 
the Explosives and Ordnance Divi- 
sion (EOD) and the Philippine 
Bomb Data Center (PBDC) work 
quietly on bomb sites, sifting 
through debris 

Exposure to hazardous chemicals. 
can weaken their immune system 
and can have a lethal effect on their 
bodies in the long run. Weak struc- 
tures in bomb sites can collapse and 
kill 

Chief Insp. Raymond Rosero, РВ- 
DC deputy chief, said strict adher- 
ence to procedure and safety was a 
key to the job. “You have to respect 
the bomb and the person who creat- 
ed it. Never ever underestimate the 
bomb and the bomber. The capability 
for the bomb to do damage is enor- 
mous," he said. 

‘The wiry Rosero, 34, can still pass 
off as a college student. He is the fu- 
ture of the EOD community, police 
veterans said. 

The PBDC was formed in 2005 to 
help in the fight against terrorism. 
One of its mandates is to help local 
EOD units improve their knowledge 
and techniques. This falls on Возего 
as chief of the PBDC's training sec- 
tion. 

The explosions at the Glorietta 2 
mall in Makati City on Oct. 19 and at 
the Batasan complex in Quezon City 
have put a harsh spotlight on these 
expers 

The tell-tale marks were all strewn 
at the Batasan that led to the swift 
conclusion that the blast that killed 
four people and wounded a dozen 
others was caused by а powerful 
bomb. 

But in the case of Glorietta, where 
11 people died and over a hundred 
injured, the experts say the explosion 
could have been caused by an accu 
mulation of gases—a finding disput 
ed by owners of the mall, Ayala Land 
ше. 

үе haven't seen any evidence of a 
bomb,” said Rosero. “If there are 
those who doubt that, the court can 
be the final arbiter.” 


Skills required 

Rosero has been with the PBDC 
since its creation. A member of the 
Philippine National Police Academy 
(PNPA) Class of 1996, Rosero is a 
former student of computer engi- 
neering, a background useful in his 
job. 

Besides investigative skills, 
squad members must ha 
edge in chemistry, electric 
and mathematics, he said. 


bomb 
пом. 
physics 
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No room for mistake in bomb experts' world 


In a week, EOD units nationwide 
will receive two to five calls regarding 
bombs. A few will turn out to be the 
real thing, Rosero said. 


Risks 

Because of the dangerous nature of. 
their job, camaraderie is strong in the 
group, established early during tr 
ing. 

Safety is of paramount considera- 
tion. In 2000, one member of the 
Makati City EOD unit died while han. 
dling an explosive planted at a gas: 
line ‘station on McKinley Road. 
2005, another EOD investigator was 
killed while probing a device in Min 
danao. 

Applicants for the job undergo 
neuropsychiatric and drug tests. 
“We don't want to teach students 
who become neurotic later on and 
become our worst enemies,” Ros 
said. 

“Dedication is important. Some 
might have the wrong motivation to 
be bomb experts. Others want to be 
EOD just for the opportunity to get 
better work abroad.” 

‘The first thing an applicant is 
taught is "safety, safety, safety. 


“We have unwritten traditions. 
During training, an instructor has 
to make sure a demo bomb ex- 
plodes, otherwise, it means one 
case of beer,” joked Rosero, a non- 
drinker. 

‘The point is also to stress safe 
When a bomb explodes on a stu- 
dent trying to defuse it, or when he 
trips a small booby trap bomb in- 
side the bomb itself, it’s another 
case of beer. 

“When you make a mistake in the 
real world, there is no time out, 
there's no turning back because you 
will be in bits and pieces," 


and the amount of training you have. 
Respect is earned by experience, 
training, and your own awareness of 
safety. 

When an explosion happens, dif- 
ferent EOD units respond out of a 
sense of camaraderie in the com- 
munity. "In a bomb situation, we 
need all the help we can get. That's 
how we work," said the EOD mem- 
ber. 

The length of a post-blast investi- 
gation depends on the size of the ex- 
plosion site, Rosero said. The process 
сап take anywhere from one week to 

According to Rosero, smoke pro- 
duced by the explosion can tell a lot 
about the bomb used. Black and gray 
smoke indicates high expl 


and the roof for traces oí 


Competition, hazards 
At the bomb 
petitive spirit of 
the EOD com 
faces, Roser 
one lays out theories and de- 
fend them through evidence. 
Based on our assessment, we 
come up with the results,” he 
said. 
No one person is supposed 
ence the investiga- 
"The evidence at hand 
jibe with what you 


to be well-versed and your explana- 
tion should be based on training,” he 
said. 


Resources needed 

Because of the high risks involved, 
Rosero advocates a raise on hazard 
pay. 

"Explosive substances can be dan. 
gerous to your health. We inhale 
them and we handle them. Too 
much exposure can affect our im- 
mune system. After all, we are not 
supermen, we are just human,” he 
said. 

Rosero also said more resources 
were needed to buy protective gear, a 
problem common in local bomb 
squad units. They have to improvise 
because of the lack of equipment, 
Rosero said. 

But Rosero stressed that the local 
EOD could be at par with the best in 
the world. “We are really good actual- 
ly Not as good as other countries 
since we learned everything from 
them. But we take what we can ap- 
ply" 
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he said. "When an in 
structor explodes a bor 
accidentally, he is no 
longer credible.” 

He also said fellow 
bomb experts would 
never joke about using 

of us were 
taught to concoct sul 
stances that can kill 
etly. So we don't joke 
about explosives Ье 
cause if reflects on 


ber has been 
gone from the EOD for a 
while, he als: 
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technical. You can't 
where you are with the 
knowledge you have. 


‘They also have to profile bombers 
"you have to study bombers because 
its easy to lose them. They can be 
anyone. They can change their looks. 
They can mingle with their environ- 


The Big Picture 
wew.lefecos.tom 


ds 


Like ordinary criminals, bombers ce ye qnm) 
go back to the scene of the crime to 
survey the destruction they have 
wrought, “Its an ego booster,” Rosero 
said. "IPs also a trial and error on 
their part. Based on what they see on 
the scene, they can refine their meth- 
ods.” 
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Camaraderie 

In the EOD communi- 
ty, rank matters very 
tle. It's all about experi- 
ence or the number of in- 
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AS THIS sequence of photos shows, a dog named Galis swims toward a tree for safety from the floods on R. Tadeo Street in Bustos, Manila, brought about by the. 
release of water from the Angat Dam. Melvin Agnustura, 16, and Lucky Lopez, 14, who were playing basketball in a flooded playground, decide to rescue the stranded 


animal. They wrap Galis with a sack and swim with him to safe ground. 
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Grand Prize winners will get to watch three NBA games 
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NBA dreams come true. 


See flyers for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 4494, Series of 2007, 


‘Mina’ lashes 


From page Al 
north before exiting into the South China Sea 
on Wednesday said Director Prisco Nilo of the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and As- 
tronomical Services Administration (Pagasa). 
With Mina menacing the country from the 
east, and Lando threatening from the west, 
another storm—to be named "Nonoy—is 
brewing in the Pacific Ocean, also in the east. 
Nilo said that due to the "Fujiwhara ef- 
fect,” the exit of Mina could pull back Lan- 
do and pave the way for the storm's return. 
to the country “There is an interaction go- 
ing on between Mina and Lando,” he said. 
The “Fujiwhara effect” is when two 
storms rotate on almost opposite positions 
ata single point 
"Mina is the dominant of the two. When 
the dominant system tums, the other sys- 
tem (Lando) will also move," Nilo said. 
Over the weekend, Mina changed direc- 
tion from a western to a northwestern 
course, and was expected to make landfall 
in Isabela by 2 a.m. or 3 a.m. today. 


Dance of storms 

Nilo said that based on their two mathe- 
matical forecast models, Lando, which is 
stationary near Vietnam, could make a re- 
turn swing on its way to Palawan. 

Lando killed 14 people in a swipe 
through Central Visayas last week. 

Another model predicts Lando would hit 
the northem portion of Palawan and climb 
to the southern parts of Bicol and Sorsogon. 

If indeed it returns, Lando is expected to 
enter the Philippine area of responsibility 
on Monday and make landfall by Tuesday 
evening. 

But Nilo said Lando, with center winds of 
95 kph, would be weaker than Mina. 

Nilo said Lando was expected to meet up 
with Nonoy around Thursday. He said the 
two weather systems could merge over the 
Philippine Sea. 

Ifthat happens, the new storm will lift off 
toward the north and follow Mina’s direc- 
tion on its way to Japan, Nilo said, adding 
that he did not expect that new storm to 
make landfall in the country 

Nonoy is expected to arrive in three to four 
days with winds that could reach 55 kph. 

The last time a storm made a U-turn after 
leaving the country was 10 years ago, he 
added. 

Signal Мо. 3 has been raised over the 
provinces of Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino, Au- 
тога, Catanduanes, Camarines Norte and 
Polilio Island. 

Signal No. 2 is still up over Camarines 
Sur, Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya, Kalinga, Mt. 
Province, Ifugao and Apayao. 

Signal No. 1 is in effect over Albay, Burias- 
Island, Marinduque, Laguna, Rizal, Bulacan, 
Batangas, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Pangasinan, 
Benguet, La Union, locos Sur, locos Nort? 
Abra, and the Babuyan Group of Islands. 

In Metro Manila, residents can expect 
cloudy skies with scattered rainshowers as 
Mina makes its way through Luzon, Nilo 
said. "We are far from the center but we are 
affected by the rainband of Mina.” 

Ms Arroyo ordered yesterday a new 
round of evacuations in Central Visayas in 
anticipation ofthe return of Lando. 

“The President has ordered preparedness 
measures in areas that will be hit by the 
storm (Lando), particularly in the Central 
Visayas,” Office of Civil Defense chief Glen 
Rabonza said. 

Earlier, Ms Arroyo ordered evacuations 
in northern Luzon. Disaster management 
officials said close to 100,000 peo- 
ple—54,000 in Isabela and 40,000 in Auro- 
Ta—were to be moved. 

Philippine National Police chief Director 

] Avelino Razon said the PNP had 
declared a suspension of offensive police 
operations (Sopo) against insurgents and 
domestic threat groups in five regions in 
Luzon threatened by Mina. 

The other day, the military also declared a 
suspension of offensive military operations 
(Somo) in the Luzon and Mimaropa areas. 


Dam water released 

Mina dumped heavy rains on farming 
lands in Isabela early Sunday, prompting 
Magat Dam officials in Ramon town to 
open three spillway gates and release 1,049 
cubic meters per second of excess water. 

The dam's water level was recorded at 
191.11 meters high, barely within the 193- 
meter spillage level, when officials released 
water at 11 a.m. on Sunday, National Irri- 
gation Administration flood forecasting of- 
ficer Edwin Pasion said. 

Disaster officals have moved 1,000 families 
to higher grounds in coastal towns of Palanan, 
Divilacan, Maconacon and Dinapigue. 

The military formed Task Force Mina, 
composed of volunteers and soldiers from 
Cagayan Valley, Cordillera, Ilocos and Nue- 
va Ecija, to help in the rescue operations. 

In southern Isabela, heavy rains and gusty 
‘winds in San Agustin town prompted town of- 
ficials to stop ferry boat operations along ће 
Cagayan River, Mayor Virgilio Padilla said. 

Tn Cagayan, residents from low-lying ar- 
eas in Tuguegarao City and Enrile, Solana, 
Lallo and Amulung towns have moved to 
safer grounds. 

In Oriental Mindoro, Calapan Mayor 
Paulino Leachon said the Bucayao River 
protection dike should be able to withstand. 
pressure from water overflows and there 
was no reason for people to be afraid unless. 
there was massive rainfall, like the one that. 
occurred in 2005. With reports from Cyril 
L. Bonabente, Jocelyn R. Uy and Christine 
О. Avendano in Manila; Villamor Visaya 
Jr, Inquirer Northern Luzon; Madonna T. 
Virola, Inquirer Southern Luzon; АР 
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and foremost. 

"To focus on quality, we need to think of 
student outcomes 10-15 years in the future 
to guide how we manage the education sys- 
tem today. This is not about guesswork; it is 
about thinking deeply about what we need 
to invest today to realize the change we en- 
vision in the future. 

The change we want is the transforma- 
Чоп of young children with curiosity into 
productive adults with competence who 
сап contribute to a competitive economy. 
Today, we are the opposite—a small per- 
centage of competent adults who can think 
for themselves and a largely uncompetitive 
economy, by global standards. 

‘Singapore, Taiwan and South Korea 
transformed themselves from low-income 
economies to newly developed nations by 
focusing on building а strong base in prima- 
Ty education that could translate into 
strong science and math middle and high 
school outcomes. 

From this, they moved a low technology 
environment into the high technology soci- 
ety that they are today. This is also how 
America is reengineering its education sys- 
tem to focus on better literacy and stronger 
science and math so that "no child is left be- 
hind." 

Where should we start? I suggest five dis- 
connects in the education system that need 
tobe dealt with immediately. 


12-year cycle needed 

Disconnect 1: The Philippines has a two- 
class education system. For the few who 
сап afford it, an elite school education is 
anywhere from 12-14 years of schooling 
before college, including preschooling and 
Grade 7. For the rest, schooling—in both 
public and nonelite private schools—is 10 
Years with less than 20 percent attending 
preschool 

Th a world where every country is going 
to at least 12 years of basic education to be 
‘competitive, we provide this only to those 
that ean afford it Under this setup, the rich 
will get richer; the rest will just manage to 
survive. 

"The key: The Philippines, like the rest of 
the world, needs to move to a 12-year basic 
education cycle for all not 10 years—ex- 
cluding preschool. We are now the last 
country in Asia that requires only 10 years 
of basic education before universi 


Teachers not paid enough 

Disconnect 2: Teachers are subsidizing 
public and private education with their low 
рау. We talk about education getting the 
largest departmental share of our budget. 
In truth, the real measure is how much we 
spend per child—around $150 per year. 

Thailand spends six times as much; 
Malaysia, over 10 times more. If we are not 
spending more per child, how are we able 
to survive? In reality it is our teachers who 
are actually subsidizing parents through 
low salaries. 

The key: A multiyear program to gradu- 
ally raise teacher pay in both public and 
nonelite private schools to reflect the real 
cost of education and to attract the bright- 
est graduates into the teaching profession. 


Set entry age at 6 

Disconnect 3: Filipino children are start- 
ing school too late, leading to high dropout 
rates later. 

In 1995, entry age for Grade 1 was set at 
6 years. A decade later, only a little more 
than a third ofall Grade 1 pupils are 6 years 
old (the “right age": 38 percent); more than 
a third are slightly older at 7 years (39 per- 
cent); the rest are overage at 8 years or old- 
ег (23 percent) [school year 2005-06] 
Why does this matter? 

In Grades 1-3, the right-age kids are the 
ones dropping out most because of poor 
health and nutrition. But from Grades 5 on- 
ward through the end of high school, it is 
the overage kids who are dropping out in 
larger numbers. 

Once the right-age kids get to Grade 4, 
they are the ones who will most likely finish 
the entire basic education cycle. The large 
number of dropouts from Grades 5 on 
through high school are overage kids leav- 
ing for a variety of reasons, including peer 
pressure (hiya), poor achievement, or the 
lure of work. 

‘The key: Get kids to school at age 6 and 
initiate in-school feeding—not rice distri- 
bution—to lessen the dropout rate in 
Grades 1-3. Once these kids get to Grade 4, 
their chances of finishing basic education 
are markedly better than overage kids. 


Male underachievers 

Disconnect 4: We are fast becoming a na- 
tion of male underachievers. 

From Grades 5 through the end of high 
school, boys are dropping out 2 to 2.5 times 
more than girls. By the end of high school, 
there are as much as 6 percent more giris 
graduating nationwide. 

On top of this, more girls are interested 
in going to college than boys (58 percent to 
52 percent). Within this generation, girls 
will have a better education than boys and 
the job market will reflect this. In our male- 
oriented society, where husbands are con- 
sidered heads of household, there will be 
increasing levels of domestic violence and 
spousal abuse. 
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System-wide solutions needed, not band-aids 


GRADE 4 pupils of Miriam College in Quezon City attend a class at the school's Library Media Center, which has the 


‘the latest computer and audiovisual equipment. 


‘The key: Find ways to keep boys їп pace with quantity. 


їп school, including the use of 


school sports and technical-voca- Elite education 


tional education as incentives. 
Dropouts lose out in society. 


Muslim kids left behind 


children are not getting half the ed- 


year cycle. 
Why 12 years? 
When a child enters Grade 1 at 


In this country, an elite schooled- аве 6, he or she will graduate from 
ucation is available for the few who high school at 18 years of age. Psy- 
can afford it, giving their children chologists the world over concur 
anywhere from 12-14 years of that at 18, a child is a young adult 
Disconnect 5: Muslim Filipino schooling before college. 


capable of making logical decisions 


For the rest, basic education is and choices. This is the "age of ma- 


ucation other Filipino children are limited to 10 years of elementary jority” (legal age) for many coun- 
getting. (Six grades) and high school (four tries and the age when they can first 
Mindanao lags behind the rest of years). A small percentage of these vote. 


the country in terms of education (less than 20 percent) add another 


‘Atage 18 and with 12 years of ba- 


and other indicators. Areas with yearwith preschool, giving them 11 sic education, other countries as- 


significant Muslim-Filipino popula- years of basic education. 


tions lag even further behind. In the 


sume that the individual is also 


Who do you think scores better in ready to work. Thus, this is the age 


Autonomous Region in Muslim college placement exams and will at which an individual is given full 


Mindanao, less than 30 percent of be better equipped for work? 


all children who enter Grade 1 will 


protection under the law to engage 


їп contrast, the rest of the world in full-time gainful employment. 


complete Grade 6. Less than half has moved to a minimum of 12 $ s 
that number will finish high school. years of basic education, excluding Question of maturity 


This is a continuing recipe for disas- preschool 


kindergarten, 


In the Philippines, we start Grade 


ter. Worldwide, the experience is: More 1 at 6 years (as a policy, not neces- 
‘The key: Increased investment in years of basic education is good for sarily in fact). After 10 years, a high 
a competency-based madaris edu- a country as a long-term poverty re- school graduate is 16 years old 


cation system. 
The solutions to the disconnects 


duction and development strategy. 
Here, except for the rich, every- Are these graduates ready for uni- 


“Two questions immediately pop up: 


have to be a combination of making body else is being given less educa- versity? Will you hire them if they 


additional investments in the right tion and expected to do well. 


place and in the correct mannes, 


and enacting proper policy and im- Postwar situation 


plementation. 


choose not to go to university? 
‘The first is a question of maturi 
he second of competence. The 


After World War П, a decision answer to both is no. 
For the first time in this adminis- was made їп 1946 to expand basic 


Universities will accept 16-year- 


tration, education spending is gain- education from 11 to 12 years in old high school graduates. But the 
ing ground, thanks to a multiyear keeping with the rest of the devel- freshman year of “general educa- 


budget planning process intro- oped world (six years elementar, 


tion” is actually a repeat of high 


duced four years ago and adopted two years junior high, four years se- school courses: algebra (Math 
by the economic and budget plan- nior high). To set this in motion, the 101), grammar (English 101) and 
ning agencies. But raising revenues first step was to take away Grade 7 general science. 


is not sufficient if it is not linked to (making elementary "complete". 


outcomes. 


graduating with achievement. That 


Most university degrees today 


At that point, however, nothing else cannot be completed in the four 
The only outcome that matters is was added. 


years that represent the global 


Thus, while the rest of the world norm because of a freshman year of 


is the first step to competence. Edu- marched forward to a 12-year basic "review" Accounting is now a five- 
cation has to be about quality keep- education; we “retreated” to а 10. year course, engineering is stretch- 


Є& Ang working-mother, wise mag-budget. Sa taas ng presyo ng bilihin ngayon, 
dapat matalino tayo за pagbili ng masusustansiyang pagkain at sulit na gamot, 
lalo na't ang kalusugan ng buong pamilya ang pinag-uusapan. 


Kaya't pagdating sa gamot, pinipili ko ang ZütelvfED" para sa 


aking cholesterol. De-kalidad na, magaan pa 


sa bulsa. 


Napagkakatiwalaan dahil gawa ng Unilab. 39 


RS. LINDA B. PASCUAL 


Presiden, 
лро Association ofthe Philippina 
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ing to six years; other courses now include 
summer sessions to keep within the four 
years. 

Few employers hire 16-year-olds unless 
for menial or domestic work. Even Jollibee 
and McDonalds require atleast two years of 
university. Why? Those two years, plus the. 
10-year basic education cycle, adds up to 
the 12 years that constitute the cycle else- 
where. 


"Smorgasbord' learning 

Our basic education curriculum (BEC) 
is patterned after that in most countries. 
But because we compress ours into 10 
years when other countries space it out 
over 12 years, our kids undergo what I 
call “smorgasbord” learning. A little bit of 
this, a lite bit ofthat. Nothing deep, little 
learned. 

The classic example is math. The BEC in- 
cludes calculus in fourth year high school. 
Yet, 99-plus percent of our high school se- 
niors never get to calculus. There just isn’t 
enough material time in four years of high 
school to learn enough math to get to calcu- 
lus. Yet itis what other countries prescribe 
if high school seniors are interested in get- 
ting into the hard sciences and engineer- 
ing. 

The sad reality is that those that have the. 
means are spending their own resources to 
make sure their kids get 12 to 14 years of 
basic education before college. (Preschool, 
prep and kindergarten are not defined 
globally as part of basic education. But 
their contribution to basic learning cannot. 
be discounted.) 


Key to change 

For all other Filipino households, chil- 
dren have to take what is available. And 
this is 10 years for the most part. Preschools 
are not part of public education (where 94 
percent of elementary-age children go), ex- 
cept where parents get together to form 
опе. Public schools also have no Grade 7. 

Because nonelite private schools in the 
provinces compete with public schools, 
many have taken out their Grade 7 to “ease 
the burden on parents who cannot afford 
an additional year of schooling." 

We are deluding ourselves in thinking 
that 10 years of basic education is suffi 
cient. In a world where 12 years of basic ed- 
ucation is the norm, we are providing this 
only to those that can afford it. Under this 
setup, the rich get richer (better); the rest 
will just manage to survive. In short, a two- 
class basic education system, 

‘The key to change is to move aggressive- 
ly to а 12-year basic education cycle avail- 
able to all Filipino children. Its time to 
bring back a universal Grade 7 and add an- 
other year to our high school cycle. 
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Court orders UP to pay construction firm P6M 


THE COURT OF AP- 
peals has directed the 
University of the 
Philippines to pay a 
construction бтп P6 
million for its workon 


the construction of a 
sewage treatment 
plant at the Philippine 
General Hospital 

It also directed 
the state university 


Ш LASER SHOT 


and JD. 
Construction to split 
the cost of repairing 
damaged electrical 
and hospital equip- 
ment that occurred 


aer a feeder line 
supplying electricity 
to the РОН was 
struck, 

The appellate 
court upheld the 


Cc ап 


Legaspi 1999 de 
try Arbitr 
mission 
directed 
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ment and allowed 


өп 


cision of the J.D. Legaspi to con- 
tinue the construc- 
tion work under its 
agreement with UR 
and to allow the in- 
stallation of the 


ration Com- 
(CIAC) that 
the pay. 


UP 


an 


эшан Dati 
Tin Osco 
ham tines 


gru 


Geta Canon Laser Shot 


LBP2900 or LBP3000 


laser printer. 
receive a FREE. 
Limited & li 


(valued at Php2,999) 


n Rudy Project Watch! 


9 


Promo Period: October 31 to December 1, 2007 


CANON technologies 


Engineered for tha most demanding professionals & home offices, Canon Laser Shot printers relebly delver unparalleled ping 
‘erermance bm & Im адал, 


+ Harness your PCs processing power 
for faster total printout tme 


Canon Marketing Phils 
Corporate Hono: 884.8041 lo 43, 884.8018 ERNE at Secon 


Business Caw be simple 


KBP Awards 


Best AM Station 
"DZMM Radya Patrol 630" 


Best Public Service Announcement Radio 
"Martial Law, DZMM" 


Best Variety Program. 
"Todo Todo Walang Preng" 


Best Drama Program. 
“Maalaala Mo Kaya sa DZMM“ 
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costs, кїп least consumables 
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Best Public Affairs Program Host Radio 
Korina Sanchez 


Best Public Service Program 
“Radyo Negosyo" 

Best Fjeld Reporter 

Armel Fernandez 


Best Variety Program Host 
Ariel Urata 


Best Science and Technology Journalist Radio. 
Angelo Palmones 
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CMMA Awards 
Best News Program 
"DZMM Radyo Patrol Ballta Alas Onse y Medya” 


Best Business Pragram or Feature 
“Radya Negosyn 


Best Drama Program 
“Maalaala Mo Kaya sa DZMM" 


kind of pump the 

firm wanted, 

and 

Legaspi entered into 
agreement їп 

1993 and 1995 for 


International Money Transfer Ө 


* Subject to agent hows of operation and kacat regulations 


the construction of 
the sewage treat- 
ment plant at PGH. 

Tn March 1997, the 
firm's workers who 


cavating at the PGH 
grounds hit three 
electrical feeder lines 
with a jackhammer, 
‘This caused the PGH 
to experience a pow- 
er interruption. for 
several minutes, The 
damaged cables sup 
plied power to the in- 
tensive care units, op. 
erating rooms and 
pay wards. 

Because of the 
| need to restore elec- 
tricity Ше РОН 
recommissioned ihe 
feeder line. Two days 
later an explosion oc- 
curred in the PGH's 
power transformer 
followed by a total 
power interruption at 

he hospital and the 
Malate-Ermita area. 

PGH asked J.D. 
Legaspi to repair the 
damaged feeder 
Jes, transformer 
and other cables, 
which were caused 
by the excavation ac- 
tivities, J.D, Legaspi 
offered to repair the 
damaged feeder 
lines using а cable 
joining kit, but UP re 
fused on the ground 
that it would violate 
the Philippine Elec. 
trical Code and еп. 
danger the lives of 
patients on life sup- 
port machines and in 
intensive care 

In November 1997, 
the construction frm 
requested the second 
partial payment for 
services rendered, but 
UP refused 

The parties then 
began negotiations, 
but after failing to 
Come t ап agree- 
ment, they brought 
the case to the САС. 
Leila B. Salaverria 
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Bicol prayer power 
summoned vs ‘typhoon 


From page Al 


that night, “surprisingly, it changed direc- 
tion.” 

He said Bicolanos were praying the ty- 2 
phoon would not cause too much damage 
in Aurora and Isabela, which are now fac- 
ing Мїпа fury. “Whats good for us may not 5 
be good for them, "he sai 

"The priest said the people would contin- 
ue to pray the "Oratio imperata for Deliver- 
ance from Calamities” until the threat from 
the typhoon had passed. 

New faces among churchgoers were seen 5 
at the Albay Cathedral. "We noticed an in- $i 
crease in attendance of churchgoers in the $ 
regular Masses,” Arjona said. 


H 
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Imploring Jesus 

Arjona explained that people were really 
seeking God's help and really praying. 1 
believe it was an answered prayer” he said. 

On Saturday, after the Philippine Atmo- 
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Ser 
vices Administration (Pagasa) announced 
that Mina had changed course and was 
headed for northern Luzon, a text message 
sent to Radyo Natin-Sorsogon said it was 
the deluge of prayers that made the ty- 
phoon tum away 

Pastor Allan Lopez, a physician by profes- 
sion, said in a text message to Radyo Natin 
thathis group, the Victory Christian Fellow- 
Ship, and other congregations had dedicat- 
fed Sorsogon to Jesus Christ to protect its 
people from the wrath of Mina. 


Nothingis impossible 

Lopez's group had formed "prayer маг 
or" groups and teamed up with the Inter- 
cessor for the Philippines, whose members 
devote themselves to praying and seeking 
Divine Intervention. 

Sorsogon Gov Sally Lee, a devout 
Catholic, said nothing was impossible 
when people got together to petition the 
Lord for deliverance. She said prayers had 
long been proven to be а powerful tool in 
warding off evil and calamities. 

Lee spent an hour praying in her office be- 
fore talking to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
ina teleconference on Friday afternoon. 


Text messages 

Doods Marianito, Radyo Natin-Sorsogon 
station manager and himself a pastor, said 
more than 70 percent of the text messages 

recived were either prayers or appcals 
„faz the people to prays s. 

"Marianito said the mésages showed the 
people's faith in God and proved Sorsoganons 
remained a deeply religious people 

“Many evacuees had been texting us 


* seeking for help through prayers,” he said. 


Marianito said the volume of text mes- 
sages increased after Pagasa raised storm 


f signal No. 2 over Sorsogon. By then, thou- 


‘I hate you, Mina’ text 
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PEOPLE of Barangay Minit in Legazpi City 
arrive at their designated evacuation center 
at the Taysan Elementary School. 


sands of residents had sought refuge in 
evacuation centers in the city. Most of them 
came from coastal villages. 


Going back home 

Of the more than 150,000 people who 
had fed to evacuation centers in Albay, 
about 96000 from coastal villages and 
flood-prone areas had been authorized to 
return to their homes as of Saturday. 

The rest were told yesterday that they 
could also go back home. 

Legazpi residents said the Oratio prayer 
distributed to the different parishes of the 
city was one of the reasons for the miracle. 
The prayer has been read during every 
Mass since Oct. 28 


The Oratio 

‘The Oratio reads: “Almighty Father, we 
raise our hearts to You in gratitude for the 
wonders of creation of which we are part, 
for Your providence in sustaining us in our 
needs, and for Your wisdom that guides the 
course of the universe. 

“We acknowledge our sins against You 
and the rest of creation. 

"We have not been good stewards of Na- 
ture. 

"We have confused Your command to 
subdue the earth. 

"The environment is made to suffer our 
wrongdoing, and now we reap the harvest 
of our abuse and indifference. 

"Global warming is upon us. Typhoons, 
floods, volcanic eruption, and other natural 
calamities occur in increasing number and 
intensity» we vni 

jetun 1906, our loving 
"beg forgiveness for our sins” 

"We ask that we, our loved ones and our 
hard earned possessions be spared from the 
threat of calamities, natural and man-made. 

"We beseech You to inspire us all to grow 
into responsible stewards of Your creation, 
and generous neighbors to those in need. 

"Amen" 


Mina could not move. 


“dahil napapatungan pa siya ni 


bay residents yesterday after 
"Mina" suddenly 
changed its course. 

‘The full text joke was: "T hate 
you, Mina! Ano ba talaga? Saan 
Ка ba talaga? MINA-luya, MI- 
NA-kusog, MINA-uran, Ml- 
NA-paros! Апо daw kun MI- 
NA-layas ka na sana! (Where 
are you really, Mina? You slow 
down, you gain strength, you 
bring rains, you bring winds. 
‘What if you just go away)" 

“Mina” is a Bicol prefix added 
to a verb to denote an action in 
the present tense. 

Mina was also fondly nick- 
named “Ara Mina” by some resi- 
dents. 

‘When Albay folk sent text mes- 
sages to radio shows to ask about 
the latest weather update, they 
would say, “Kumusta na si Mina 
(How is Mina)?" referring to the 
typhoon as f it were а person. 


top of her). 
Lando hit 

Mina did. 
“It was 
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Alhough male names were 
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culture that made it easy to as- 
sociate typhoons with people. 
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Coping mechanism 

Dolly Laguilles, sociology 
professor in Bicol University 
here, said the text jokes were 
the people's way of coping with 
the stress caused by prepara- 
tions to avoid the typhoon's 
wrath. 

“You see the humor of the Fi 
ipino? It’ good coping mecha- 
nism as long as it maintains re- 
spect toward other people,” 
Laguilles said. 

She, however, lashed out at 
the comment made by а male 
radio announcer, who on Satur- 
day morning compared Mina’s 
erratic behavior to that of a 
woman, 

“Не was saying it was typical 
for Typhoon Mina, just like a 
woman, to change her mind," 
Laguilles said. 


Sisang,” she said. 

She noted that people easily 
associated Typhoon Mina with 
‘Ara Mina, a popular celebrity. 

But more than that, Laguilles. 
said, typhoons were also be- 
lieved to have а quality of 
“spontaneity” just like human 
beings 

She said typhoons could be 
associated with emotions of 
people who could go into a fren- 
zyorwho could get angry. 


Not all that bad 

Laguilles said а Bicol histori- 
an once wrote that the ty 
phoons that frequented the Bi- 
col peninsula were not all that 
bad. 

She said the historian, whose 
name she could not recall, 
wrote something like this: "The. 
Bicol region was abundantly 
blessed with natural wonders, 
God had to invent typhoons to 
balance everything." 
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MILF sees peace pact by August 200 


COTABATO CITY—The Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front (MILF) yesterday said a final 
peace agreement with the government 
might be signed on or before the August 
2008 elections in the Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). 

Bid Kabalu, MILF civil-military affairs 
chief, said by phone that the prediction is 
also being shared by the government after 
the peace panels managed to overcome the 
sticky issue of the territorial composition of 
the Bangsamoro Juridical Entity (ВЛЕ). 

“Thats the time table of both panels. 
When that happens, no elections will be 
held in the ARMM next year," Kabalu said, 

Mohagher Iqbal, MILF chief negotiator, 
declined to name the specific areas to be in- 
cluded in the agreed territory except to say 
that it would be bigger than the current AR- 
MM, which has six provinces and two cities. 

"We can't share to the media the exact 
details of our meeting. What is important is 
that the negotiation is moving,” Iqbal said. 

‘Asked ifthe August peace pact would push 
through, Iqbal said it would really depend on 


the moves the government will take. 

“Its up to [the government] how they 
will fulfil their promises to us during our 
recent meeting in Malaysia,” he said. 

‘The agreement on the composition ofthe 
ВЈЕ was met with opposition by many sec- 
tors in Mindanao saying the government 
has again left them in the dark. 

‘Among the sectors calling for the inclu- 
sion of their areas from the BUE is the Sub- 
anon tribe in the Zamboanga peninsula. 

During a recent meeting of tribal leaders 
in Pagadian City, the Subanons said the 
Zamboanga peninsula was never part of the 
Moro ancestral domain. 

Secretary Jesus Dureza, presidential as- 
sistant on the peace process, tried to allay 
fears about the BJE areas. 

Dureza said the govemment uses the 
Constitution as basis for the negotiations, 
which means that any area to be created will 
be submitted to voters for approval during а 
plebiscite to be called for the purpose. 

Iqbal said it was up to the government to 
amend the law that created the ARMM. 


‘The ARMM was made part of the 1996 


nex the agreement on 
tory between the government and the 

'ILF violated the 1996 peace pact. 

“We have been talking with our brothers in 
the Moro National Liberation Front to consoli- 
date the two groups positions on key issues that 
have impact on the lives of the people. Some of 
them are against and others are supportive. We 
need to unite and sacrifice for the sake of the 
people,” Kabalu said of Haesan's statement. 

Meanwhile, the MILF announced the re- 


"ups and downs" of its 10-year 
ions with the government. 

The book, titled "Long Road to Peace: Inside 
the GRAMILF Peace Process,” was authored by 
Salah Jubair and some members ofthe govem- 
ments peace panel. Jubair is the pseudonym of 
a ranking MILF leader involved the talis 

Jeoffrey Maitem and Edwin Fernandes, In- 
quirer Mindanao 


Kin fear disappearance of blast suspect’s wife 


ZAMBOANGA  CITY—RELATIVES ОР 
Rosebie Francisco Indama, wife of Batasan 
blast suspect Ikram Indama, were getting 
more worried as her whereabouts remained 
unclear, a Basilan police official said. 

The police official, who requested 
anonymity, said they have been trying but 
failed to locate Rosebie since Ikram disap- 
peared with soldiers on Nov. 19. 

"We have checked with her relatives but all 
of them were also worried as she has been 
missing since Nov. 19,” the police officer said. 
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According to the lawman, Rosebie went 
to the Lamitan police on Nov. 18 to seek pro- 
tection because armed men allegedly start 
ed to trail her after her husband was tagged 
as one of the Batasan bombers. 

The said explosion killed Basilan Rep. 
Wahab Akbar and three other persons. 

Chief insp. Allen Democrito, Lamitan 
police chief, confirmed that Rosebie went 
seek police protection on the said date. 

"She went to our office and reported that 
suspicious people were following her 


ona 
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around,” 

The following day, Marine soldiers led by 

a Col. Macadio took Rosebie into military 

custody, he said. 

Nothing had been heard of Rosebie since then. 
But Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga, сотта: 

ie Western Mindanao Command, 

knowledge about Rosebie 


ft know anything about that 


jurisdiction over military units in Basi- 
Julie S. Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
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KALIMUNDAN FESTIVAL 

These B'laan women are among the 24 indigenous peoples of 
Mindanao that gathered from Nov. I8 to 25 for the Kalimundan 
Festival held in Magsaysay Park, Davao City. The tribes brought. 
down with them materials and their own furniture and kitchenware 


and rebuilt their homes for the festival. werrtusiconmrox 
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Rizal residents flee homes after landslide 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Lagura—Police have ordered a force evacuation of 
residents from two vilages hit by a landslide in Pl, Rizal on Friday. 

Chief Supt. Ricardo Padita Jr, Calabarzon police chief, sald he has di- 
rected the chief of police in Pilla to visit Barangay Malaya and Barangay, 
Niugan to oversee the evacuation of hundreds of families living near the“ 
landslide site. 

He said the evacuation started еюге noon, about five hours after the, ^» 
landslide took place near the Batlag Falls In Barangay Nlugan at around 7 ++ 
эт. Padila said nobody was Injured in the incident. He said incessant 
rains brought by typhoon "Lando" might have caused the landslide. 

Marion Ramos, nouen Southern Luzon 


2 killed for motorcycle robbery 

COTABATO CITY—Two suspected motorcycle thieves were kiled while an- 
‘ther suspect was injured during a shootout with police in Kabacan, North 
Cotabato on Nov. 22. 

Kabacan police investigator SPO2 Romulo Eugenio sald the suspects 
poked a gun at Barangay Poblacion chairman Herio Guzman around 8 p.m. 
and fied with the former's motorcycle. 

Eugenio said the police, in pursuit operations, caught up with the sus- 
pects near Barangay Kayaga but instead of yielding, fired atthe pursuing 
амтеп. 

One of the suspects died on the spot while his two companions were in- 
іштей, Eugenio said. One of the injured suspects died while being treated at 
a hospital. 

Meanwhile, the city police said it had arrested 10 members of a car theft 
syndicate with “connections inside the Land Transportation Offices In Re- 
gion 12 and the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao." 

City police chief Senior Supt. Wille Dangane said one of the syndicate's 
contacts in LTO offices in Central Mindanao “facilitates the issuance of fake 
registration papers.” Charlie C. Sefiase, Inquirer Mindanao 


Fake P1000 bills in Davao 

MALITA, Davao del Sur—Police in the province issued an alert against fake 
1,000 bills after two cases of counterfeit money changing hands were re- 
ported here. 

Chief Insp. Nasruddin Tayuan, Malita police chief, said they believed that 
the persons who victimized storeowners Alleen Martinez on Saturday, and 
Arlene Leocario on Tuesday, were not natives of this town. 

yuan said follow up investigation revealed that storeowners in other 
parts ofthe province were also victimized, probably by the same group. 
‘Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


Building collapses; 2 dead 

DAVAO CITY—A father and his son were killed, another worker was miss- 
ing, while three others were injured when a building being constructed 
along Dacudao Ave. in Barangay Agdao here suddenly collapsed at about 
31 am. on Nov. 20. 

City Fire Marshall Wiberto Rico Niel Kwantiu said the building was an 
extension of the Five Star Surplus and Hardware Inc. owned by Marcelino 
Loto, 

"The structure being built had a permit. We аге stil Investigating the 
cause of the collapse,” Kwantlu said. 

Engr. Gloria Lumapas, chief of the building permit enforcement dision 
of the Davao City Engineers Office, sald they have summoned the build- 
ings engineer. Dennis Jay C. Santos and Rlzalene Acac, Inquirer Mindanao 


Oil firms asked to demolish depots 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Mayor Pedro Acharon Jr. yesterday sald oll 
companies have to demolish their depots in Barangay Bula here on or be- 
fore April 2008, the end of the 5-year grace period given to them to find 
new sites. 

Acharon said the city government could no longer give extension to 
Chevron, Shell and Petron because the grace period was more than 
enough. The oll depots were ordered demolished when the city councl ap- 
proved a new zoning ordinance, which identified Bula as a commercial 
area. Acharon said the presence of the ої depots in Bula pose risks to the 
safety of the area. 

Mark Quebral, spokesperson for Chevron, sald the demalition would re- 
sult nthe increase of fuel prices in Central Mindanao. Because building 
new depots would be costly, oil companies will have to source thelr fuel 
from other areas, which wil mean additional transportation cost. 

Aqulles Zonlo, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Bishop appeals for help 
for Rapu-Rapu fisherfolk 


LEGAZPI! CITY—LEGAZPI BISHOP 
Lucio Quiambao yesterday ap- 
pealed for help for the fisherfolk of 
the mining town of Rapu-Rapu in 
Albay afier the provincial board is- 
sued a resolution declaring a state 
ОҒ calamity in all of the town's vil- 
lages due to a fishkill late last 
month 

The resolution, which Quiambao 
read in his homily during a Sunday 
moming Mass at the Parish of St. 
Raphael here, said the declaration 
‘was made because of the "demoraliz- 
ing socioeconomic and psychological 
effect and impact of the Oct. 28 


the residents of the municipality who 
became "scared of eating salt-water 
produce from its municipal waters,” 
the resolution added. 

Quiambao echoed the appeal by 
the municipal councilors who stated 
that the fisherfolk were in need of im- 
mediate financial and food assistance 
from government and international 
funding institutions and other non- 
governmental organizations. 

"The eight councilors who signed 
the resolution dated Nov. 14 were Jo- 
sue Galicia, Jun-Jun Berjuega, Larry 
Betas, Giovanni Guapo, Wilson 
Guianan, Marino Barranda Jr, Eras- 


on in Rapu-Rapu for distribution to 
those residents affected by the fishldll. 

The local government unit, howev- 
ex, could not afford to provide long- 
term assistance for the residents al- 
fected by the fishkill whose cause has 
yet to be determined, added the reso- 
lution. 

When Typhoon “Mina” threatened 
to make a landfall in Bicol, 372 fami- 
lies or 1,860 persons evacuated from 
Rapu-Rapu town in Albay. 

The evacuees came from Barangay 
Poblacion, also the village where the 
string of dead fish was reportedly 
found during the fish, 
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Residents of the coastal vilage of Luna, La Union gather various kinds and sizes of stones which 


they sell for exporters, Most of their products were being exported to Japan. Stone picking has 
been a decade long livelihood of most ofthe residents. 


mo dela Cruz and Noel Dagsil. 
Rapu-Rapu Mayor Dick Galicia has 

provided 45 bags of rice to the Sta 

Florentina Parish in Barangay Pobla- 


‘The Lafayette Philippines Inc. has 
mining leases that cover 80 percent of 
theisland town. Gina Rodrigues, In- 
quirer Southern Luzon 


"The state of calamity was declared 
һесаше the fishkill affected not only 
the fishermen but also 80 percent of 
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Collapse of Marinduque dams feared 


BOAC, MARINDUQUE—THE MARINDUQUE 
disaster coordinator feared that the two aban- 
doned mine dams of the former Marcopper 
Mining Corp. (MMC) will collapse if a super- 
typhoon hits the province. 

During a meeting convened by the provin- 
cial disaster coordinating council (PDCC) on 
Nov. 23, Dr. Josue Victoria, disaster coordina- 
tor and PDCC Task Force Mina head, said he 
was bothered by the status report on the dams 
made by the environment and natural re- 
sources office in Boac. 

"Two representatives each from the PDCC, 
the police, Army and the Community Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources Office comprised 
the risk assessment team formed to immedi- 
ately inspect and monitor the dams. 

Оп Friday morning, the team went to the 
Maguilaguila Dam at Barangay Puting 
Buhangin in Mogpog town and at the Maku- 
Japnit Dam in Sta. Cruz town. 

“Preemptive courses of action are badly 
needed now before its too late. We will пос 
wait for accidents to happen and sacrifice the 
lives of our people,” Victoria sai. 

In ап environmental meeting in 2006, 
ММС engineers admitted monitoring leaks at 
the structures of the Makulapnit Dam and 


pointed to the danger of the dam collapsing 
due to rapid deterioration. 

With continuous rains over the past three 
‘months and the threat brought by typhoons, 
Victoria feared that the aging dam may burst 
as it could not hold additional volume of wa- 
ter 

‘Should it burst, 34 million cubic meters of 
water and silt would cascade towards Boac 
River and may cause untold catastrophe to the 
low-lying towns of Boac and Mogpog. 

Makulapnit Dam and Moguila-guila Dam 
‘were among the dams of MMC which were 
identified to be in “imminent danger of col- 
lapsing” by the United States Geological Ser- 
vices (USGS). 

‘The USGS concluded its two-year survey 
and assessment ofthe March 1996 MMC mine. 
tailings spill in July 2004. 

Malailapnit Dam was built to supply water 
for the operations of MMC mines and for 
household use of residences within its imme- 
diate vicinity while Maguila-guila Dam served 
as the mining company’s siltation dam. 

‘The inactive dams were abandoned when 
ММС stopped its operation after the acciden- 
tal spill in 1996. Gerald Gene R. Querubin, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Zamboanga town execs seek 
Army help for disease contro! 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—LOCAL GOVERN- 
ment officials of Siayan, Zamboanga del 
Norte, who are trying to cope with the out 
break’ of Capilliariasis there, have sum- 
moned the military to help in the evacua- 
tion of affected residents, 

Col. Joel Ybaiiez, commander of the Army's 
101st Infantry Brigade based in the said 
province, yesterday said they have scheduled 
the evacuation of 177 villagers from Barangay 
Moyo alone to Siayan proper and to the Sin- 
dangan District Hospital starting today. 

He said they were not aware of the disease 
until some of the militia forces and their rela- 
tives became part of the mortality figures. 

Не said the Capilliariasis situation in Siayan 
has become so alarming that "health and wel- 
fare officials have to do something” 

‘The National Center for Health Promotion 
of the Department of Health defined Capil- 
liariasis as an intestinal parasitism caused by 
the nematode Capilliaria philippinensis. 

T left untreated, Capiliariasis could lead to 
death 

"The worms can be transmitted to humans 


by eating raw or not thoroughly cooked fish or 
other marine species. 

Records from the town's health office re- 
vealed that at least 70 people, including nine 
children, have died since April and more were 
being afflicted with the disease. 

Tn October alone, 81 persons from various 
villages were found positive of Capilliaria. 

“its alarming since а big percentage of those 
who underwent random stool examination were 
found positive,” Merlyn Melindo, chief muse of 
the Siayan Municipal Health Office, said. 

Siayan health officer Dr. Raymund Nadela 
said they have converted the municipal gym 
into a makeshift hospital to accommodare the 
growing number of patients because health 
clinics were full of patients 

“it has become а lying-in, admission, initial 
treatment and mass stool examination facii- 
чу” Nadela said. 

Local officials blamed poverty for the out- 
break. Mayor Wilfredo Suasico said residents 
would get some of their food from rivers and 
lakes found hosting the Copiliaria worm. 

Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Jaime Р Flor, Dr. Jocelyn Juime- Waldorf and Dr. Romulo de Villa. This is also supported by Dr. 
Amonio Villalon, Dr. Gerard Cornelio, Dr. Robert Fragamue, Dr. Michael Ме, Dr. Gina 
Pasancisimsn, Dr. Priscila Сара, Dr. Jake Motubis, Dr. Samantha Castaneda, Dr: icamsete 
Marie Matsuo, Dr. Robie Zuntua, Dr. Leonardo C. Mangahas, Dr. Christine Palma, Dr. Roberto 
amos, Dr. Eduardo Tan, Dr. Enrico Tangeo, Dr. Gaudencio Vega and Dr. Robert Dulay of the. 
different oncologic societies of the Philippines. 

enjoined all to activo participate in this very important event of our Society so that we 
ean work together, eum (rom cach other and help bete scr 

For inlercsied parties, fellows, consultants, 
Oncology (PSO), Phil. Socicty of Medical Oncol 


and Pain Society ofthe Philippines, please 
contact” PSO-HNS Secretariat Tel. 633-8344/633-2783 (Fax), e-mail peo. bnsQzilio conr: 
‘website: wasw.nsehüsreDIVARSR for registration and participation fo ihe 2-dey event | 
(November 30 te December 1, 2007) at Sofitel Philippine Plaza 
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' More Sports Stories : 


on A31 to 36 


‘GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Collum) 
435 pm.—Alasa vs Coca-Cola 
7:20 pam.—Welect vs Ginebra 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


PUREFOODS TURNED TO ITS DEEP BENCH 
in forging an 84-81 triumph over Sta. Lucia. 
in the Smart PBA Philippine Cup yesterday 
atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

Rookie guard Chico Lafiete knocked 12 points 
in the second half, while Rob Sanz nailed а key 
triple in a fourth-quarter comeback from as many 
as 10 points in the first half as the Giants clinched 
their ninth win in 10 games 


“The bench mob delivered the goods for us,” 
said Purefoods coach Ryan Gregori. 

The Giants frustrated the Realtors’ bid to win 
three straight games since last year and spoiled 
the statistical milestone of Marlou Aquino, who 
became the fish player in league history to regis- 
ter 1,000 blocks. 

‘The Sta. Lucia veteran posted the record by re- 
jecing Romel Adduculs attempt at the 11:40 
‘mark of the fourth period. 

In the second game, Junthy Valenzuela hit two 
free throws with 1:24 left аз Red Bull bucked a near- 
meltdown for a 109-104 victory over Talk N Text. 

iho blew a 21-point buffer, 65-44, in 
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Phone Pals fell to 5-5. 
Текин: 


Fint Game 

PUREFOODS М-р 16, Рпу 13, Lanata 12, Simon 10, Ad- 
c4 7, Ragrundo 7, Sire, Salvador 2. Сау 2, Vee O. 

‘STA LUCIA B1— Nams 27, Vo 16, Espino 16, Goris 7, M- 
‘anda, Omolon 4, Reyes 3, Daa 2 Mendoza 2, Buts û, Ano Û. 

Quarter 14-16, 22-98 50-53 8481 

‘Second Gare 


RED BULL 109 iras 17, Njord 6 Vill 14, Dunc 12, 
Bato 11, Robinson 10, Pai 10, Hab $, Buga 5, Stama 5. 
TALK "N TEXT 104 Cardona 28, Alapag 27, Westington 15, 
Лава 11, Або 11, Мала 8, iio 2, Balano 2, Ferr 0, BI- 
tones De Ocampo 0. 
unter 25-23, 58-42, 81-82, 108-104 
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KELLY Willams of Sta. Lucia battles Purefoods big man 


the third quarter, kept the second spot at 6:3. The Romel Adducul for the rebound, AUGUST ORAZ 
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SMART MONEY 


he more you ۱ 
-lecer you get to your dream prizes. 


Simply use your SMART MONEY fo earn raffle points 


for a chance to win these exciting prizes: 
e SMART Bro subscription package 


Touch, Nintendo Wi, 
E d with pocket money 


(4) to Hong Kong Disneylen 


earn points by using your SMART MONEY on олу of the following transadions: 


‘Monthly Prizes: Nokia N77, 


Grand Prize : Trip for four Ze 


ize 
ils d Overicad 


© Airtime relood purchase 


= Bills payment 


a РЕ 
© SMART MONEY purchase tronsacfions (aie fom or io новее 


1 
SMART MONEY AT THE NEAREST WIRELESS CENTER NOW! 


your SMART обро or idi wow snot com gh 
e ee eee sumer 


GET YOUR FREE 


See yer for more dete or coli he SMART MONEY hotline o 15177 on 


al 


ре d 
THE POWER TO LEAD 
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Hairloss makes 
you look older. 


Call Svenson 
now! 


BI chief sacks jail officials, 8 guards 


By Margaux C. Ortiz Immigration Commissioner pending ап administrative л initiated the revamp to professionalize the bureau's prejudicial to the interest of the 
Marcelino Libanan recently is- vestigation of the complaints hours after he inspected the Bi- ranks and discipline corrupt service,” he said. 

‘THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF sued an order reassigning the against them. cutan jail last week and held a employees. Immigration personnel from 
Immigration has relieved the jail jail supervisor, warden and Therelievedjailpersonnel had dialogue with foreign de- — "Iwillnothesiatetosuspend the main office have taken over 
supervisor and nine other person- eight security guards tothe Law been implicated in anomalies tainees. and even dismiss the jail offi- the relieved employees’ posts. 
Ша эшшей at the ageneys de. Enforcement Division of the BI such as extortion, the unautho- Не warned that the revamp cials and personnel from their Supt. Edwin Micu was designat- 
tention center in Bicutan, Taguig main office in Intramuros. шей escorting of prisoners out of was just the first of a series of jobs if the investigation results ed the new jail supervisor and 
following repons of their alleged "He declined, however to thejalandthegivingofViPueat- administrative reform mea- show that they had committed acting warden of the detention 
involvement in irregularities. identify the affected personnel menttorich foreign inmates. sures that he would undertake grave misconduct or conduct center 


| ‘Tantus your teedback: inquirer met amefgsyinessoge te 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smar) Emalt p. лагоднай соті can 892-HAIR (247) 


J 7315 Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 


; Dip You 925-7544 • 929-9145 + 929-9159 
Ё KNOW | 925-4602 « 435-6062 « 920-2671 


seul has the experience and the expertise to train 


zT ; : 
Armee. | үэе кюу | | IELTS TOEFL -iBT 
Le eere TOEIC GMAT GRE PRAXIS 
fist five months Г — - 
uur t 3:00- |NMAT Civil Service CEOE 
A 
es reported na- <: L 
January to May Saturday - Sunday ||| College, H.S. Entrance Tests 


7 at, | ЕЕЕ | SAT and GSAT Review 


| Call Center Training 
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HOPING FOR A BITE OR TWO ا‎ 


Pasay City residents try their luck at catching crabs near the seawall in Barangay Libertad. 


Alabang | Makati [ёй Fairview] Antipolo | Cainta | Cebu 
659-1022 | 815-1307 | 935-0011 (03m 255-2191 
|| ese-ooss | 993-3326 | 935-0012 | 640-8245 | 646-8243 | 255-193 


Your treat of pleasurable living. Ls 


Ligas, Bacoor, Cavite 


„т a 

> Meuse & Lot starts 
at Р1,007,471 
__P5,633/mo. 


“visit us at: 


CASIMIRO Forte Realty 
DEVT.CoRP. © Corporation 


Now you can use your investments 
to finance your child’s education. 


MocosSur =", 
Aida House and Lot Gnd Win 


i anim na kotseng maporma! 
live vr Deoa 2 ee without having to sell your assets! Ang matdgal nilang pangarap... sa Globe ngayo'y natupad! 
> 


Honda CR-V winners 


wer 
И 


Po. y à Wagi silang lahat-isang bahay na magara, 


€RLDIT INF 


Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfil it with ВРІ Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Apply lor à Live Your Dream Credit Line using the following collaterals: 


d 1 Jd 
+ Highly marketable real estate properties + Deposit |, ВРІ Family Savi К AF M 
+ PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the bank EE praeit 

Mongeneat and Ked Grasp (UMIG) E Macaspac  R.Uy М.Орепа E. Fulgencio 
+ Government Securities caloocan y Monia убу меш 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation mmm 
you've been planning lor, for your child's education, or for stock market opportunities. Г" 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment It allows you to pay 
Te o demone fae tou dci use tne асу. Monty paymens for the principal are rot 
fequired. You may pay any айтеп anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permis 


M.Delo D. Barrion 


E nueva Ecil Nueva Ecja 


‘Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 89-100, log on to bpiexpressonline.com. 
ос visit any BPI, ВР! Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711, 6 ВРІ FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 

Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558 Gol startad on отон 
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Doctor named in estafa 
complaint faces probe 


The Hiring Process. Made easier. 
More efficient. More economical, 


res: 


in cooperation with 


ас rhe 


Covad Genta Assovaton не Pipes ап 


presents 


SET] AENEA [n 


Fu rd ИЕ & ГЕ. 


The Exclusive Access to an Innovation in Recruitment & Training 


28 November 2007 
Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila 


PROGRAM 


COCKTAILS 
FORUM & PRESENTATION 


Panelists include: 


Mr. Ernie O. Cecilia 
Past President, People 
Management Association of 
the Philippines (PMAP) 


Mr. Jojo Uligan 
Executive Director, 
Contact Center Association 
of the Philippines 

Ms. Grace Alcid 

Business Development 
Director, John Clements 
Consultants, in. 


Know More. 


LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE! 
Pre-registration required. 

For interested parties, please call 

434-1096 / 751-3592 or visit www.vidres.net 


Mr. Florante Р. Cruz 
СЕО, Vidres.net 
Moderator: 

Mr. Cito Beltran 


ByD] Yap 


AN OFFICIAL OF THE MAKATI MEDICAL 
Center yesterday said that they do not con- 
done any act detrimental to their patients 
with hospital executives set to take up to- 
day the case of one of two doctors set to be 
charged by the Department of Justice with 
large scale estafa. 

MMC president and chief executive officer. 
Richard Ferrer said that cardiologist Emelyn 
‘Abundo-Rivera and pediatrician Shirley Pas- 
cual-Ong, two of seven persons named in the 
complaint, were “independent, free agents” 
who held clinicin the hospital 

“Doctors are not employees ofthe hospital, 
“They are independent free agents (who) have 
clinics in as many as three or five hospitals,” 
he said in a phone interview. “Since they are 
mot employees, the hospital does not have 
oversight or control over their acruations.” 

Even so, Ferrer said the hospital suspend. 
ed Rivera's clinic privileges in August after 
she failed to explain her side on several ра- 
tients’ complaints. Ong's case, on the other 
hand, will be taken up today, he added. 

Оп Friday, the justice department ordered 
the filing of large scale estafa charges 
against the two doctors, Aurora Almojuela, 
Gilbert Ocampo and three others identified 
only as John, Julie and Jenny Doe for al- 
egedly failing to return more than P28 mil- 
lion in investments in a pyramiding scheme. 

Ferrer said the hospital learned of Rivera's 
alleged solicitation of investments from ра- 
tients and fellow doctors when complaints 
against her started piling up. In February, the 
hospital conducted an internal investigation 
and asked Rivera to explain her side, he said. 

But the doctor did not report to the hos- 
pital administrators, prompting them to 
place her under preventive suspension in 
March, and finally to indefinitely suspend 
her clinic privileges in August, Ferrer said. 

According to him, the last time Rivera 
маз seen in the hospital was in late 2006. 
The hospital did not suspend Ong as there. 
were no complaints against her, Ferrer said. 

He added that the MMC has a policy that. 
forbids doctors from engaging in activities 
that are detrimental to patients inside the 
clinic. “It is on that ground that we investi- 
gated her (Rivera)," he said. 
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Ferrer said the intemal probe took some 
time because the hospital administrators 
were constrained by the doctor-patient 
confidentiality rule. 

"What happens in the clinic is between the 
doctor and the patient. That is very private... 
We don't havea Big Brother (who can moni- 
tor what is going on in the clinic) here,” he 
said, alluding to the reality TV show. 


[С METROBRIEFs Л | 
Man kills neighbor in Malabon 


POLICE are looking for a man who allegedly 
stabbed his neighbor dead in Malabon City yes- 
terday after the victim swore at him and made 
rude gestures. Samuel Gallano, 40, of Dulong 
Bautista Street, Carisma Village in Panghulo 
town, died on arrival at the San Lorenzo Ruiz 
Women's Hospital. He had been stabbed six’ 
times in the chest and in the back. His attacker 
was identified as Shandell Licanel, 25. P02, 
John Benitez of the Malabon City police said that 
before the incident, Gallano was drinking with 
Rolando Garimas and Licanel when he report- 
edly became unruly and started cursing the sus- 
pect. сапе left but came back with a knife and 
stabbed the victim. He then fled with the knife. 
Jeannette I Andrade 


Manila police officials reshuffled 
AREVAMP has been effected in the Manila Po- 
Tice District. Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales, MPD 
director, said the changes which took effect 
last Friday were aimed at "organizational im- 
provement." Among those appointed were 
Supt. Alejandro Gutierrez, Field Operations 
Unit chief; Supt. Bernardo Diaz, trom Station 
11 commander to District Mobile Force direc- 
tor; Supt. Edgar Wycoco, head of the Criminal 
Investigation Detection Unit; Supt. Vicente. 
Тап, CIDU deputy chief, Supt. Ernesto Barlam, 
head of the General Assignment Section and 
Chief Insp. Celso Mojares, Warrant and Sub- 
poena Section chief. Chief Insp. Alejandro Yan- 
quiling, who was relieved last week as Homi- 
cide Division chief, was appointed head of the 
Special Training Unit. Chief Insp. Dominador 
Arevalo was named as his replacement. Ros- 
ales said the reorganization was based on the 
performance of the police officials. 
Tina 6. Santos 


AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL CONCERNED RETAILERS AND CONSUMERS OF “MALING B2” CANNED MEAT PRODUCTS: 


FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS INC. 


Ih address at FDI Building, Queensway Ave. corner Venecia De Leon Street, Barrio Ibayo, Parafiaque 


City, is the sole and exclusive Philippine distributor of “MALING B2" canned meat products manufactured and originating from Shanghai 
Maling Food Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of Shanghai Maling Aquarius Co., Ltd., with address at 224 Jun Gong Road, Shanghai, People's Republic 


of China. 


It has come to our attention that a company by the name of COFCO Limited made an unlawful claim of ownership over the mark “MALING”, as 
advertised on page 28 of the 19 November 2007 issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


Under Section 122 of Republic Act No. 8293, otherwise known as the Intellectual 
Property Code of the Philippine, marks are acquired only through registration 
SHANGHAI MALING FOOD CO., LTD., manufacturer of "MALING and B2" meat 
products is the only registered and bona fide owner of "MALING" and "B2 Design" 
trademarks duly registered with the Philippine Intellectual Property Office, having the 


buy Maling canned products! 


following trademark registrations: 


1. Registration No. 4-2005-004775 for "MALING"; 
2. Registration No. 4-1999-004481 for "B2 Design"; 
3. Registration No. 4-2006-013206 for “MALING B2 SHANGHAI 1930 & DEVICE 
(IN COLOR)"; and 
4. Registration No. 4-2000-001912 for "MALING AND DEVICE" 


Despite the clear language of the law and with full knowledge that it has no 
existing trademark registrations for the mark “MALING”, 
ownership over SHANGHAI MALING FOOD CO., LTD.'s “MALING” mark 


COFCO falsely advertised its 


The public is hereby notified that FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS 
INC./SHANGHAI MALING FOOD CO., LTD. are in no way connected with COFCO 
Limited, its distributors, branches or subsidiaries. FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS INC. 
JSHANGHAI MALING FOOD CO.,LTD. does not accept any claims of liability of 


ORIGINAL MALING B2 LOGO 


persons or entities who may be damaged by COFCO Limited. 


Rest assured that FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS INC./ SHANGHAI MALING 


FOOD CO., LTD. will take all the necessary steps to ensure the health and welfare 
of the purchasing public by strictly controlling the quality and safety of all 
“MALING and B2” meat products and investigating and prosecuting all persons 
involved in producing counterfeit versions thereof. 


FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
‘Queensway Ave. comer Venecia De Leon Street 
Barrio Ibayo, Parafiaque City 
Tel. No.: 852-2511; Fax. No.: 852-8206 


SHANGHAI MALING FOOD CO., LTD. 
A subsidiary of 
SHANGHAI MALING AQUARIUS CO., LTD. 
224 Jun Gong Road, Shanghai 
People's Republic of China 

Tel: 86-21-65667788, 86-21-65663576 
Fax: 86-21-65662769 (Headquarters); 

Fax: 86-21-62360890 (Global Trade Department) 


VILLARAZA & ANGANGCO 
Counsel for Federated Distributors, Inc. 
LTA Building, 118 Perea Street, Legaspi Village. 
Makati City, Metro Manila. 


ORIGINAL MALING B2 PRODUCTS Tel. No.: 632 8189836/39; Fax No.: 632 8400863 
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Cops secure eastern Metro for holiday season 


0918-8985566 


Street lights a must 
I TRAVEL every day on Ortigas Avenue Ex- 
tension In Pasig City. In between the Ever 
Gotesco and Junction area, I have noticed 
that there are no street lights. Is it possible to 
instali lights in the area before accidents or 
crime-ralated incidents happen? 

KAYE BALANE, 27, Taytay, Rizal 


Why not a pedestrian overpass 


in Eastwood City, Libis? 
MAY WE ask Mayor Belmonte to put up a 
pedestrian overpass in Eastwood City, Libis, 
Quezon City. Itis difficult to cross in front of 
the Acropolis Subdivision especially at night. 
This ва call canter area 

ARNOLD GATDULA, 44, Quezon City 


Busted pipe in Quezon City 
THERE is a busted pipe on Quirino Highway 
near Mercury Drugstore on Саййа Drive, 
Barangay Balon-bato, Quezon City. Please 
act оп this problem because it has been al- 
most two months and nobody seems ta care. 
TESS VILLARAMA, 52, Quezon City 


FROM BAD TO WORSE 

From Dr. Robert, 29, of Novaliches, Quezon City: «1 wonder if Quezon City Mayor Sonny 
Belmonte or any traffic control official has seen the Quirino Highway from Mindanao 
‘Avenue lately. Instead of making road improvements in portions like what they did at Edsa, 
they are doing it from the corner of Mindanao Avenue all the way to Holy Cross. The traffic 
there was already bad enough when the road was okay, but it has grown worse. Vehicles go 
‘through a bottleneck after surviving three or four lanes of chaos. jeepneys, buses and 
AUVs stop anywhere they please to pick up passengers. Then you have to be careful of 
daredevil motor bikers who weave in and out of traffic, sometimes making counter low 
moves, see two or three traffic aides trying to do their job, without any effect. Isn't there 
a better way to do this? Alternate routes, truck ban, whatever! Need help badly.” 


ВРІ PARTNERS WITH XOOM.COM 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE POLICE HAVE STEPPED 
up their security and traffic 
monitoring activities in the 
eastern part of Metro Manila 
ahead of the holiday season. 

Senior Supt. Nilo de la Cruz, 
Eastern Police District director, 
said that more policemen have 
been deployed to malls and 
shopping complexes in the 

He added that the tighter se- 
curity measures were imple- 
mented following the explosion 
at the Glorietta mall in Makati 
City last month. 

The EPD has jurisdiction over 
the Ortigas Business District 
and major malls like the 
Shangri-La Plaza, SM Megamall 
and Robinson’s Galleria. 


Preemptive visibility 

“We have deployed all mobile 
and foot patrols for maximum 
preemptive visibility and strate 
ic and tactical reactions to con- 
Eingencies." De la Cruz said 

“We hold constant security 
conferences with different es- 


tablishments to ensure that all 
concems are addressed,” the 
EPD chief added. 

In San Juan where the Green- 
hills Shopping Center is locat- 
ed, city police chief Supt. Rode- 
lio Jocson said he has ordered 
his men, accompanied by police 
dogs, to conduct more foot pa- 
trols in the area. 

He added that the San Juan 
City police have coordinated 
with security agencies and mall 
officials to secure the shopping 
‘complex, one of the densest and 
most popular in the city for its 
bargain prices, 

In Mandaluyong City, Mayor 
Benhur Abalos has asked the 
Metropolitan Manila Develop: 
ment Authority to assign more 
traffic personnel on Edsa, par- 
ticularly in front of the Ortigas 
Business District. 

He noted that traffic in the 
area is expected to grow heavier 
as the holiday season nears. 

According to Abalos, itis nec- 
essary to put more traffic еп 
forcers in the area, one of the 
busiest stretches of Edsa, as it is 
surrounded by malls. 


OMRON 


FOR FASTER BANK REMITTANCES 
TO THE PHILIPPINES 


The Bank ol the Philippine stands (ВРІ) has 
formed a strong aliance wih ХООМ Corpora 
tion, one of tne worlds lastest growing onime 
money traneter companies: 

|. The tie-up between the convenient Internet. 
based money transfer service of XOOM and 
BPI, ranked the Philippines’ number one bank in 
Temitance volume, is a perfect alianca. Milions 
ofoversaas Pinoys can now send money directe 
fy to their loved ones’ ВР! account wih the sim- 

lı ple dick of в mouse. The money sent wil be 
айаш о the recipientin ust hours. 

"BPI welcomes inis parinership with XOOM 
Corporation on behalf о milions of overseas Fi- 
ipinos. ХООМ, the internet-based facil to 
send money lo the Philippines should certainly 
excita Pinoys abroad as a most convenient way 
to remit lo their loved anes in the Philippines,” 
Said BP President Aurelio А. Mortinola I 

"The popularity of ХООМ has increased within 
the computer sawy Filipino community. Remi 
lances that used lo take days lo send can be 
cradled to the beneficiary's ВРІ account within. 
hours through XOOM's proprietary technology. 

As а kababayan, | know speed is the 
key. Pinoys prefer hat money sent 1o loved ones 
gets to them last. Wih ХООМ, the money is in а 
ӨР! account within hours,” said Gene Gutierrez, 
XQOM.com Regional Уке President. 
Philppines. 

Remiting money to а ВРІ account with 
ХООМ is easy. Simply log on to XOOM's web- 
site at wiw.XOOM.com, enter sender and re- 
арп information, the recpienrs BPI account 
tale, and the amount to be remitted. Then, 
‘choose a payment mated. bank account, cred- 
debt card or PayPal - and cick “send.” The 
money wil be avalabie in the reciplants BPI ac 
count within a tew hours. 

XOOM ensures tat financial transactions 
coursed through heir system ага highly secure 


эз the company uses state-of-the-art technolo- 
Gy lo protect he беп personal data. 

"Que Filipino customers just love the advan- 
tages of using the Intemet to send money to e. 
Philippines. They no longer have to deal with Ihe 
hassles of working wi a remittance centers 
schedule Sending money online ie me ne 
lution, and ХООМ continues to be at Ine fore. 
front of this paradigm shi" says John Kunze, 
XOOM CEO and President. 

‘Wit further plans lor growth and expansion, 
XOON сот conteues to lead tha way п serving 
ihe money femitance needs of the Filino 
American community. And just ke in their com 
marcials, thereisindeed plenty to love about ihis 
пен wave ofremiting money tothe Philippines. 
ABOUT XOOM.COM 

он Individuals o send толе 
enabled computer o family 
esses worldwide. XOOM Сог 
poration was founded in 2001 in San Francisco 
"andis backed by leading venture fms Sequoia 
Capita New Enterprise Associates and Fideity 
Ventures. (wwwexoom. com. 


ABOUT BPI 

Established in 1851, the Bank of the Phiip- 
pine Isiands (ВР) was the fst bank in the 
Philippines and in Southeast Asia. ВРГ5 long 
and proud history boasts of many "Wes in 
Philippine banking. ВР! has distinguished tsa 
by catering lo the ever-evolving needs and 
Westyies of the pubic. 

‘Today, BPI has maintained a leadership posi- 
tion in consumer banking, trust banking and as- 
‘Set management, corporate bankinglcorporate 
finance and bank assurance. Win over 800 
‘ranches and around 1,200 automated teller 
machines, BPI boasts of having Ine largest com. 
bined network of brenchesijosk unis and 
АТМ», serving over ree millon depositors 


Original Price: P3,998 


гоп farther. 


$59. ||| 


mercurial type. 


сезсе Vanes 


TRADE-IN your old 


blood pressure monitor 
for a new one at 50% Off. 


any brand, any model except the 


jÊ лу automatic fltion and дейайоп £ 

* easy to read H 
+ proven reliable, precise and accurate 
* displays average of 3 readings 

for better monitoring 
+ 60 sets memory with date and time 
< battery low symbol to alert users 

to replace battenes 
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‘Signing the partnership between BPI and XOOM Corporation are (from left) BPI Senior Vice 
President Teresita B. Tan, BPI President Aurelio А. Montinola Il, Xoom President John Kunze, 
and XOOM Senior Vice President Gene Gutierrez. Also in photo are (standing trom left] — Ses 
ВР! Senior Manager Melinda Dulay, BPI Senior Vice President Наш Dimayuga , ХООМ Senior Dian МА 
Vice President Julian King and BP! Senior Vice President Reinier Jeongco. eene 


тава АНАНАН ШУО СОЕ 


WWW. BREITLING.COM 


BREITLING 


AVENGER SKYLAND INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS" 


A) " 


WASHINGTON—THE GOVERN- 
ment says it will rewrite rules for 
penalizing employers of illegal 
immigrants to try to satisfy a fed- 
eral judge in San Francisco who 
put the crackdown on hold, 

US District Judge Charles 
Breyer stopped the Bush admin- 
istration last month from going 
ahead with enforcement of reg- 
ulations requiring employers to 
fire workers if their Social Secu- 


rity identification numbers did 
not match records and the dis- 
crepancies could not be ad- 
dressed in 90 days. 

Tnissuing the injunc- 
tion, the judge said the Social Se- 
curity database contained errors 
that could have cost many legal 
workers their jobs, and the gov- 
‘emment did not properly study 
the effect of the rules on business. 

Late Friday Breyer agreed toa 


Stars flee as wildfire guts 


LOS ANGELES—HOLLYWOOD 
stars were among thousands of 
people forced to flee as wind- 
driven wildfires tore through 
the celebrity enclave of Malibu 
Saturday, gutting nearly 50 
multimillion dollar homes and 
threatening hundreds more, of- 
ficials and reports said. 

Fires erupted at around 3:30 
алп. officials said, spreading 
rapidly through ` tinder-dry 
brush as winds packing gusts of 
up to 80 km fanned the inferno, 
the: second major blaze to hit 
Malibu in a month. 

By 5 pm. around 1,880 
hectares (4,650 acres) had been. 
scorched and 51 buildings, in- 
cluding 49 homes, had been de- 
stroyed. A further 27 structures 
had been damaged, Los Angeles 
County Fire Department off 
cials said. 

A drop in winds allowed fire- 
figliters to make inroads into 


request from the administration 
to put the case on hold while it 
reworks the regulations—a pro- 
cess bound to put off enforce- 
ment until the spring. The judge 
stayed proceedings until March 
24, when the government 
thought it could have new rules 
ready on how to enforce immi- 
gration laws in the workplace. 
Business, labor and civil lib- 
erties groups had sued to stop 


‘Sunday provided weather con- 
ditions remained favorable. 

“A lot will be dependent on 
the weather conditions tonight, 
which, based on the predictions, 
is pretty good," he said. He said 
he expected fire crews to be de- 
ployed for “five days atleast.” 

‘Around 1700 firefighters 
were deployed to tackle the fires 
throughout Saturday, backed up 
by 23 aircraft including water- 
dropping helicopters and a DC- 
10 which was pummeling the in- 
feros with flame retardant. 

As darkness fell, most of the 
fixed wing aircraft were ground- 
ей for safety reasons but many 
ground crews remained in place, 
Freeman said. Six firefighters 
had suffered minor injuries dur- 
ing the fires, officials said. 

Freeman extended sympathy 
for homeowners who had seen 
property destroyed but ex- 
pressed relief that the drop in 3 
the: blaze, which was now 25 winds later Saturday had al- fi 
percent contained, officials lowed firefighters to begin con- [S ys. 
said. taining the fire. EE 

os Angeles County fire chief — “Weve got to be very thank- 

Michael Freeman told a press ful that the winds died down 

conference late Saturday that We certainly dodged a bullet," 
firefighters expected to reach he said. “It could have been far, 
50. percent containment on farworsethanitwas. АЕР 


WASHINGTON—THE WHITE 
Hotse concluded in a recent se- 
cret report that the war effort in 
Afghanistan has not met strate- 
gic: goals set this year, The 
Washington Post reported Sun- 
day 

The newspaper citing un- 
named US officials, said the re- 
port was prepared earlier this 


month by the National Security 
Council. 

Its main conclusion was that 
while individual military battles 
against the Taliban have been 
successful, other areas remain 
‘wanting, report said. 

"One can point to a lot of in- 
dicators that are positive,” The 
Post quoted a senior US intelli- 


gence official as saying. 
"We go out there and achieve 
ош objectives and kill bad 


‘But the extremists, he added, 
seem to have little trouble find- 
ing replacements, according to 
the paper. 

While many foreigners, most- 
ly Pakistani, join the Taliban, 
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the “no match” rules, arguing 
the plan would trap companies 
and workers in a costly bureau- 
cratic nightmare. 

Tn its motion, the administra- 
Чоп acknowledged that the 
judge had found “serious ques- 
tions on the merits” raised by 
the case. "A stay will prevent the 
waste of judicial resources in lit- 
igating over a rule that is in the 
process of being revised,” the 


homes, ravages Malibu 


STRUCTURE burns behind a statuary, one of several homes lost or 
‘damaged in the Corral Canyon area of Malibu, Calif, Nov. 24.  # 


Secret report: US goals in Afghanistan not met 


several officials said the main 
source of new recruits remain 
unhappy Afghans, The Post said. 

“There doesn't seem to be a 
lot of progress being made ... I 
‘would think that from (the Tal- 
iban) standpoint, things are 
looking decent" the paper 
quoted the intelligence official 
as saying. 


is TheNYORLD 
US revising plan for penalizing hirers of illegals 


administration's brief said. "De- 
fendants hope and anticipate 
that the amended rule will fully 
address the Courts concerns.” 
‘The plan is meant to expose il- 
legal immigrants who get jobs 
by giving out fake Social Sccuri- 
ty numbers and penalize compa- 
nies that employ them. Nothing 
in the brief suggested the gov- 
ernment would ultimately back 
away from a “no match” plan as 
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it looked for ways to make en- 
forcement pass legal muster, 

In September, a month after 
the plan was announced, the 
government had about 140,000 
jerers ready to be sent to em- 
ployers, each identifying 10 or 
more employees with mi 
matches in their records. But 
the case stopped enforcement 
from proceeding. Breyer issued 
the injunction Oct. 10. AP 


Mideast rivals head to US 


meet with no illusions 


JERUSALEM—HARDENED BY 
years of bloodshed and embit- 
tered by past failures, Israel and 
the Palestinians head to a key 
US peace meeting cautiously 
hoping to narrow their ever- 


yawning gaps at last. 


US President George W Bush 
has pledged that the conference 
in Annapolis outside Washington 
оп Nox. 27 will provide intema- 
tional support for the two sides to 
restart talks after а seven-year 
freeze marred by deadly violence. 

But chances of the confer- 
ence—which is taking place 60 
years after the UN voted to parti- 
tion British-mandate Palestine оп 
Nox 29, 1947—are far from cer- 
tain although it is likely to see 1s- 
ael sit down with Arab states in- 
duding regional powerhouse 
Saudi Arabia for the first time. 

Both the Israeli and Palestini- 
an leaders are politically weak, 
the Palestinians are bitterly divid- 
ed, and the core issues of their 
decades-long _conflict—borders, 

KE refugees and Jerusalem—remain 


as intractable as ever 


political 


for hope,” it said. 
AFP 


“With weak Israeli and Pales- 
tinian leaderships, inhospitable 
environments, intra- 
Palestinian conflict, а polarized 
region and a US administration 
consumed by iraq and Iran, 
prospects are uneven at best,” said 
the Intemational Crisis Group, a 
Brussels-based think-tank. 

“But the decision to jettison 
the incremental approach and 
deal with the endgame gives 
some, however fragile, reasons 


The domestic weakness of 
both Palestinian President Mah- 


mud Abbas and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert raises 
doubts about their ability to 
make the tough concessions 
needed for a final settlement, 
let alone implement it. 

Оше poll ratings have sunk 
as а result of last year’s Lebanon 
маг and a string of corruption 
scandals, while Abbas has lost 
control over the Gaza Strip—the 
smaller half of the promised Pales- 
nian state—after the bloody 
takeover of the territory by the Is- 
Jamists of Hamas in mid-June. 

Seven years after the Camp 
David peace talks presided by 
then President Bill Clinton dis- 
integrated and plunged the re- 
gion into a new cycle of vio- 
Тепсе, the two sides remain 
deeply divided on core jssues. 

Intensive. negotiations" оп ‘a; 
joint declaration for the An- 
napolis meeting have failed to 
produce agreement on the doc- 
штеп: meant to serve ás basis 
for the talks on a permanent", 
settlement that are supposed to: 
follow the conference. * ^ 

The disagreements between 
the negotiators are such “that 
they have not been able to agree 
оп what to call their declaration, 
with Israelis wanting "joint 
statement” and Palestinians 
“joint document,” according to a 
draft published in the press. 

Other rifts center on a time- 
line of the final-status negotia- 
tions: Who will oversee imple- 
mentation of commitments; 
what will serve as reference 
points for the negotiations; and 
how to phrase the end goal of 
negotiations. AFP 


Maid's 13-year ordeal highlights 
domestic violence scourge in Hanoi 


By Tran Thi Minh Ha 


HANOI—IT WAS A CASE THAT OUTRAGED 
a nation: For 13 years a Vietnamese couple 
abused and tortured a young woman they 
kept as a virtual slave, until she was finally 
rescued by a compassionate neighbor. 

"When Nguyen Thi Binh, 24, emerged 
from the family-run Hanoi noodle shop that 
had been her prison, her tragic story and 
the scars covering her body triggered out. 
rage at the perpetrators—and anger at offi- 
cials who did nothing. 

The couple "used electric cables, wooden 
sticks and pliers to torture me,” Binh told 
reporters and police about the couple who 
kept her as an unpaid maid and let her 
sleep only three hours a night. 

"The wife had kicked and beaten Binh and 
forced her to kneel naked in cold weather if 
she did not finish her cleaning and other do- 
mestic tasks, said Binh, 37 percent of whose 
body was found to be covered in scars. 

Binh said her nightmare started when 
her mother dumped her in Hanoi at age 11 
before leaving to marry in China. Binh nev- 
er heard from her again. 

Her suffering only ended after a 70-year- 
oid neighbor spirited her away to a farm 
outside Hanoi. 

“I felt sorry for her and had reported the 
abuse to local police three times, but they 
did nothing,” said the neighbor, beef seller 
Ha Thi Binh, after rescuing the girl 

The restaurant owners “tortured her like 
Americans tortured communist soldiers 
during the war,” the woman was quoted as 
telling state media. 

‘The couple first denied, then admitted 
the barbarous treatment and are now in 
custody, charged with torture and other of- 
fenses. If convicted, they each face up to 18 
years in jail. 

‘The case, which came to light early this 
month and led to the sacking of several lo- 
cal officials, has sparked public anger. 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung ordered 
authorities to look into the case and report 
back to him by the end of November. 

“I's unbelievable that there are people 
who mistreat children like that right in 
Hanoi," Tran Thi Quoc Khanh, a national 
assembly deputy representing Hanoi, told 
the VNExpress online newspaper. 

The Thanh Nien daily commented: “If 
such a case could occur in Hanoi, in a ward 


24-year-old maid Nguyen Thi Binh. 


that proudly bears the name of Nhan 
Chinh, or ‘human righteousness,’ it might 
also be happening elsewhere, waiting to Ье 
uncovered. 

“We must face a painful truth: A 70-year- 
old woman could do what the massive gov- 
ernmental apparatus could not. If neces- 
sary, lets start a process of improving it to 
make it transparent and strong.” 

There is no evidence that the global 
problem of violence within families and 
households—highlighted this Sunday by 
the UN International Day to Eliminate Vio- 
lence Against Women—is worse in Vietnam. 
han elsewhere. 

But debate on domestic violence in Viet- 
nam, a traditionally male dominated society, 
where many families employ rural women 
ав maids for around $50 a month, has only 
really started in recent years. 

Binh's sad story dominated newspapers 
for weeks. According to the police-run An 
Ninh Thu Do, or Capital Security newspa- 
per, one person dies every three days in 
Vietnam ав а result of domestic violence. 

The extreme case of Binh has done much 
to awaken the community to the scourge of 
violence in the home, said Hoang Thi Kim 
‘Thanh, head of the Centre for Studies and 
Applied Sciences in Gender, Family, Women 
and Youth. АЕР 
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HYDERABAD, 
and'milk to potatoes, onions and 


erything consumed on the world’s dining tables is 
the heat from climate change, scientists say. 


feeling 


tablish the extent to which gl 
al warming will affect livestock, 
plant life and staple crops such 
as rice to bolster their resistance 
to disease and breed stronger 
varieties. 

THE world's 


sumers, 
derabad, 


billion 


A CHRISTMAS trees decorated for Yuletide 
celebrations in front of St. Basil Cathedral in 


Amateurs solve 
Russia’s last 
royal mystery 


YEKATERINBURG, RUSSIA 
skirts of this industrial cent 
any other, 


ОМ THE OUT- 
a road lik 


lated, burned and doused with acid to mask 
theft b 
1991, before the remains would 
imed and the announcement woul 
The grave of the last Russian czar, 
Nicholas П, and his family had been found. 
Butte story doesnot end the 


йу is sell 
werëmissing. Did their b 
could t actually be that 
‘cution, в rumor had it for so long? 
Only i 
‘queftions apparently 
onlyby' group of am 
their weekends plumbing th 
appgats that the clues to wha 
the fv children were alw 
to bofüund. All that was needed was 
Чозеучо the boastful 
Their accounts are 
viet-era archiv 
most tantalizing hint: A single phr 
recollection of the chief killer that seemed 
tosuggest where the two bodies might ha 
been de 


have these 


tory for thes 
of heroic de 
in the area and undertook a review of the 
stimony to hunt for the remains. “They 
‘wanted to promote their role 
Following a wisp of a clue this summer, 
Shitov and other amateur investigators 
went to where the other remains had 
found—and they kept walking. About 70 
yards from the first burial ground, 
slightly elevated area among the tre 
ете that the bodies of Aleksei, 13, 
ind the bones, many of 
scattered among bul- 
hat held acid used to 
sfigure the bodies. These fragment 
peared similar to those from the first grave. 
‘Scientists in Russia and the United States 
are testing the new finds extensively. The 
is believed to be Maria, 19. 
on 
onclusive, they 
‘would! put to rest many of the doubts that 
re arisen in Russia and worldwide about 
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doing things is already 
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beyond freedom 


Editor Luverne B, Gueco 


bank they can tap, selling off their 
deal with a 
health or family emergency. 

“These are the people who 
don’t make much of an impact 
оп the ecological footprint of 

the world," said McDermott. 
But they are also the people 
most at risk from damage 
wrought on livestock by dis- 
аг could be aggravated 
ted phenomena 
s are also studying 
cropping and disease patterns 


= 
to 


tomate cabbage 


if you make it a give 
temperatures will £0 up, 
will be a problem hat v 

Hughes, dep 


wanbased World 


— potatoes 


Warming damaging meat, vegetables 


and 
d 


spinach, onion and garlic—to 


m that 
rater 
will be 


е scenario, 


Toshiba recommends Windows Vista® Home Premium. 


Satellite A200- HD531 


Мода No: PSAFEL 
P109,990 


inte Certeno Duo Processor Technology 
этер Core™ 2 Duo Processor 17500 0 2GHz, MB L2 Cache, МН: FSB); 
"rte PROP less (955AGN Network Connection O2 31g. 
_ ө» э85РМ Express Спри 
ee Windows Vista Home Premium Edition 
автав (1024B2) DORZ SDRAM, G67MHZ expandabla to 4086MB 
232008 1606852) SATA HOD wth shock absorbers 
= HD DVD-ROM 
КЛ 1280 x 800 
*ATI Mebilty Radeon” HD 2600, extemal 256MB video memory, 
up 10 512МВ HyperMemery 
+13 Megapixel Web Camera 
+ Fingerpent Securty Sute 
* Bisstooth™ V2 0 w Enhanced Data Rate 
‘O0/1000Neps Gigabit LAN. 
+ахшбв2о 


‘harmar/tardon® Stereo Speakers, 16-04 stereo with екв High 


Storage Space 


To find out more http://pe.toshiba-asia.com/hd 


To 23890 
' Pasay Cay: ты. 556-0191 


нчө 758-2315 


E-Game: 
Growing, 
Evolving, 
Expanding, 
Not Stopping 


How long does it take to 
build a giant in the 
increasingly competitive 
market of PC gaming? The 
answer would be about 18 
months. 


That was about how long. 
it took IP e-Games, the online 
gaming subsidiary of IPVG 
Corp., to go from a pure 
startup to market leader. In an 
industry dominated by access 
fees and price tags for 
installers, e-Games 
revolutionized the industry by 
introducing the free-to-play 
model to the Pinoy gaming 
scene; a model that has now 
‘become a standard in the 
Philippine online market. 


їп early 2006, the industry 
was dominated by pay-to-play 
publishers that were hesitant 
to introduce the free-to-play 
model due to 
self-cannibalization. This 
imposed hourly payment fees 
on the Filipino online gaming 
community. In an industry 
that played by these rules, 2 E 
e-Gamesstrove to change the BP " è 
rules of the game. This was PA, АЙ ЕЛ 
achieved with the introduction 
of the free-to-play business 
model. T^ [4 
The pioneering strategy 
stems from the fact that the. 
company's founders аге 
"hardcore gamers" 
themselves. In 2007, and into 
2008, other local online game 
publishers have shifted to the é 
same business model out of € Voted as Best Gaming Company in 2007 
necessity and in order to 
survive This achieves е Pioneered "FREE ТО PLAY" and "ITEM-BASED BILLING” 
e-games objective of shifting È online gaming space in the Philippines 
the industry from a 
predominantly pa; © RAN ONLINE is officially recognized as #1 MMORPG 
industry to a free- in the country 


-Games free-to-play has eee * 02JAM is recognized as #1 casual game in 


grown to become the largest the Philippines 
Online gaming community in E-GAMES PP 


the country, with over 5 
million registered users, about GAMING COMPANY CATEGORY 
50,000 concurrent users, and 


triple digit growth rates. ‘Awarded this 11th day of August 2007 
A1 SM Megamall Megatrade Hall, 


Win Factors ; nies Chr Puig RAN ONLINE 15 THE MOST POPULAR BAME PLAYED BY INTERNET GAMERS. 


# mne 

Aside from the Я th wl = - 
free-to-play scheme, e-Games ЄС dn coe is dog 
is also set apart by оссе Menger Broo manager 
introducing new genres of є e cd 
games RAN Online is the first - 3 2 "m Я 
campus-based, modern-day р ГЕЯ ux = 
MMORPG taniy 1 Sz. Ragnarok’ edition Warcraft" Counter ^ Flyff Tantra 
multiplayer online - Balin ША strike 
role-playing game) For 55 
purists, Supreme Destiny is 
the traditional hack and slash 
sword-and-sorcery game, 


€ E-games online games ranked Ist. 2nd and 4th most 
popular games played by Internet gamers 


‘Source: Filipino Internet Gamer Habits Report by Digital Filipino June 26, 2007 


On the casual side of gaming, e-Games also introduced , And eGames is not yet done. Soon to reach the Philippine in the region, with Vietnam being first on the list. Vietnam is a 
the first music-based and dancing-based games, namely #10198 is another Triple A title that gamers are excited about logical choice since it has a gaming profile similar to the 

02 Jam and Audition which are ranked #2 and #3 inthe Ad have been looking forward to; another surefire game that — Philippines. 

country as of September 2007. will redefine the online gaming experience. 


Market recognition All of this is in line with IPVG CEO Enrique Gonzalez’ 
gaming demographics such as young professionals, vision of taking the company regional, "As a clear pioneer and 


The company has also made moves to tap into new 


Critical relationships with other stakeholders have also been market leader in the online gaming 
established and duly acknowledged. At the 2007 I-Café space in the Philippines, we will replicate this formula and 
Pues Congress, e-Games received “Best Gaming Company” plus success in other similar markets in Asia. We've immediately 
e ih is А intematioral Тр over 10,000 Intemet cafés nationwide bannering e-Games titles. identified Vietnam as another dynamic growth market for out 
didocomm Asi Holdings of A am р This kind of recognition is important with Internet cafés being ‘titles. We have a partnership with Cyberworld, which is a 
ире point-of-sale components in the online gaming sales cycle. licensed local game operator in Vietnam. The Vietnam market 
~ uiid. A is highly regulated and we were fortunate enough to have 
First to be launched was Presidential Awardee fo OIIE, EAE E OO A Жыр шиги ис 
Best Game at the 2006 Korea Game Awards, Granado 2 
and the United States, e-Games has forged a relationship with 
Espada (GE). Developed by the MMORPG guru Hakkyu Asia Pacifie Coll ЫА 8 
Kim GE utilizes the шен AD technology and sound. Asia Pacific College to award scholarships to the Philippine We will be launching runaway success RAN Online, 
effects that rival the best in the industry today in terms of ee m metum in the regional RAN Global О2Јат, Beh Soccer in Vietnam and we expect them to be 
quality, such as the revolutionary Multi-Character ли lier this а success in 2008. 
Control (MCC) system, a first in MMORPG. The MMC. Breaking New Ground 
enables gamers to control three different characters at the Reglonal cipanon bing йе po alep fig ivi 
same time, ensuring a more engaging and enjoyable. Not content to be a local publisher, e-Games has also P ри ели. и ne quest proie more 
gaming experience. leveraged on its Philippine experience to bring its brand of 209 Passion for gaming ngoing qı p 
s and better choices for gamers in the Philippines and soon, 
online gaming to other markets 
across the region. 


Generation X gamers, and home-based players. For this 
end, e-Games is ushering in the next trend in the 
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latest Celtics 
victory /A34 


bets chase 


By Roy Luarca 


GRANDMASTER-CANDIDATE WESLEY SO AND MARK PARAGUA 
Continued to keep Philippine hopes burning, tuming back for 
Sign rivals in the 2007 President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Cup 
International chess championship at the Duty Free Fiesta Mall in 
Paranaque City: 

This, even as Chi Chess Federation of 
таз Li Chao made i t the Philippines 
бетон yeser- (NCEP) is holding in 
day wh another honor of President 
brilliant show of LY Macapagal-Arroyo. 
wood pushing Таро bed of 

So, in pursuit of a Temandio ^ Pala, 
GM title that he 8X and Andador 
hopes he can chase (Ч a shocked WIM Huang 
down by the end of | Qiang of China. 
the yas ирме ВА бле Аю with four 
Yue Ше of china, | points was top seed 
while Paragua de GM Ni Hua of China, 
feared another Chi WESLEY So who outplayed DM 
nese, Women’s Barlo Nadera. 
Grandmaster Wang Yo, as both Two other GM candidates 
Filipinossayedinthehuntforthe managed to stay in contention by 
$6,000 top prize im the touma- moving to 3.5 points for the tour- 
ment that offers а total pot of nament. 
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So, 3 other Pinoy 


Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Philippines 2222 


leader pT. 


‘Standings after five rounds: 
50 ponts C. U (x 

Paragua (RP), В. Dableo (RP), R. Andador (RP), Н. 

f Сита} 35.4. Gonzales (RP), 0. Dimakiling | 

(RP). J. Sadora (RP), D. Ballecer (RP). Da 

{Vietnam N. A Dung (Vietnam) W Zhou (China) 


niana Digby, GULLWING MOTORS INT'L 
57 Amang Rodriguez Sr. Ave, Santolan Pasig City 
Telefax No: 02-6467739 


$40,000. Jayson Gonzales bested Robert |, 
‘So and Paragua hiked their to- Suelo while Oliver Dimaldling | 


tal to four points, behind Lis un- beat Zhang Xiaowen of China. 
blemished 5.0. is latest conquest Joining them at 3.5 points was IM 
was Singaporean GM Zhang Julio Catakino Sadorra, who beat- 
Zhong. Victor Bruce Luch. 

IM Ronald Dableo, on а come- ^ Unheralded Dino Ballecer pro- 
back тай aftera controversial sus- vided a surprise of sorts, forcing 
pension, and gianckiller Rolando highly fancied Viemamese GM 
Andador also hurdled their re- Dao Thien Hai to a draw, to also 
spective fifth-round assignments improve to 3.5 points. 
to join So and Paragua in the log- СМ Eugene Torre lagged half a 
jam at second to sixth places in point behind, setting for a draw 
this tournament that the National with compatriot Hamed Nouri. 


Toyota nails q final bonus 


By Jasmine W. Payo The top squad in Pool В 
will earn a twice-to-beat edge 

THE RACE FOR THE LAST in the quarterfinals, while the 

quarterfinal bonus tightened  lowestranked team will be 

Эз Toyota Balintawak outlast- eliminated. 

fed newcomer Pharex, 78-71, тыкан 

in the pool round of the PBL TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 78—Aldave 

V.Go Extreme Energy Drink ss Faundo 12, уйти 10. Dedicato- 

Cup at The Arena in San Juan jg, Sta. Maria 8, Jaime 6, Rodriguez 


Saturday night. Caso 4, Guerrero, Cole 2, Hayes 0, 
Cholo Villanueva scored 10 850050. Sena 0, Аса 

points in ће final period to PHAREX 71- Мана 12, Owa Y 

boost the Road Kings, who Alema 10, Atad 10, spt &, Co 8. Bw- 

оока share ofthe Pool Blead mans Aquino 4, De Gaman 3 Gra 

with Mail and More at 4-4. nter 18-16 74, S755, 7871 


Ti Ы 
| Enhance your f 


/-« Marriage wits PENREX | 


V Boost sexual performance 
ed sate 


New South Sor Drog Farmacia Uy Feaci aaa 
ETE ote Super Dug Suh Sur бла бм on 
оор ушу, aon stapa atone 


Commemorating 
910 years and 50,000 world-class vehicles 
+ exported from the Philippines. 
= 


Әт Present this coupon whenlbuyinala FordlE scape on 
NP IOS IAS ЧӨ. Ford Focus and choose onefolithesestersfiqdeals 


MINIMUM OF 


P50,000 Ess co 


50000 savings emn T 
EES 


With a total of 50,000 world dass units exported and 10 years in the Philippines under its belt, Ford is pulling out all stops to celebrate. 
Hurry, this offer comes only once in 10 years! Call 889-FORD (3673) for more information. Promo runs from November 8 - 30, 2007. 


lakog! bil tec, 2007 


(Get 3% fuel rebates 
with Petron-BPI Mastercard 


Plus enjoy 10% discount on Automotive Services at participating Petron Stations, 24-hour fuel price shield 
200 Free Fuel upon approval for new cardholders, free 24-hour towing service and roadside assistance. Apply now! Call 89-100. 


Lady Eagles arrange 
playoff with Tigresses 


By Romina S. Austria 


ATENEO BOUNCED BACK FROM AN OPENING-SET LOSS TO 
‘score a repeat win over powerhouse University of Santo Tomas, 
20-25, 25-21, 25-19, 25-22, and force a playoff for the second fi- 
‘nals berth yesterday in the 2007 Shakey's V-League women's vol- 
leyball second conference at The Arena in San Juan. 


"The third win in four semifinal 
matches assured the Lady Eagles 
of a title shot under the 3-оЁ4 in- 
centive. They finished the elimi- 
nation round in third place at 5-2, 
dropped their first semifinal game 
to the San Sebastian Lady Stags, 
before sweeping their next three 
disignments. 

The Tigresses, which wound up 
Жей with the Lady Eagles at 83, 
“absorbed their second straight loss 
‘after a seven-win run. Prior to that 
‘streak, the first conference cham- 
‘pions also lost to the Lady Eagles 
in five sets, 22-25, 25-22, 23-25, 
25-19, 15-6, last Oct. 21. 

IST and Ateneo dash for the 
‘hire time at 5 pm. tomorrow for 
Дре right to face San Sebastian in 
‘die bestofthree championship 
“series, which begins on Friday 

The fourth set saw eight lead 
‘anges before Charo Soriano, 
armina Acevedo and Thai im 
Fort Lithawat Kesinee capitalized 
‘il USTs erratic baseline defense 
Sith crosscourt attacks to hand 


point 


‘Ateneo the lead for good, 18-14. 
UST was able to come within a 
twice—18-19 and 19- 
20—with back-to-back power at- 
tacks by Venus Bemal but allowed 
Ateneo to pull away anew, 24-19. 

Ateneo's zealousness to win the 
match resulted in miscues that 
trimmed its edge to 24-22. After a 
timeout, Lithawat finally ended 
the match with a smash 

“f we can continue playing this 
good, we have a big chance to 
beat UST again,” 
coach Ronald Dulay. 

‘The Tigresses started the march 
looking fully recovered from Fri- 
day's loss to the Lady Stags. They 
took the first set, 25-20, and were 
leading early in the next set. But 
from a 12-10 advantage, the Ti- 
gresses found themselves tailing 
19-15, and never recovered. 

"The third set belonged to Ate- 
neo when it opened up a 9-2 lead 
as UST's offense jammed and its 
defense was in total disarray. 

Angeli Tabaquero and Bemal 


said Ateneo 


n= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


put UST on top for the first time in 
the third set, 18-17, but the rest of 
the team could not stop Soriano 
and Lithawat from scoring. 

Inthe first game, San Sebastian 
completed a four-game sweep of 


SPORTS 


ч, er EN 
ЕЯ 


LA SALLE'S Maureen Penetrante of La Salle blocks а smash by Jinni 
Mondejar of San Sebastian in yesterday's match. 


the semifinal by dominating La 
Salle, 25-21, 25-20, 25-17, to fin- 
ish with a league-best 10-1 card, 

Та Salle dropped all its semifi- 
nal assignments and bowed out at 
fifth spot with a 3-8 slate. 
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Strong Beijing 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


НО CHI MINH CITY—THE PHI- 
lippine taekwondo team gunning 
for three more Bejing Olympic 
berths hit the ground running on 
‘Sunday in this crowded city 
‘which is hosting the last qualify- 
ing tournament later this week. 
Arriving ahead of everybody 
else except for Saudi Arabia, the 
RP jins immediately plunged into 
road work around the Nga Phu 
Dong Plaza in the moming then. 
trained in the afternoon at the 
Phu Tho Competition House 15 


minutes away. 


The team will parade a new 
‘member, Kristine Elaine Alora 
who replaced her elder sister 
‘Kathleen Eunice in the Asian 
qualifying. Alora, who tumed 18 
Sunday will compete in the 57kg 
class which is the Olympic second 
‘weight category for women, 

“We have a bigger chance with 
herin the second weight catego- 
ту" said Philippine Taekwondo 
Association executive vice presi- 


dent Sung Chon Hong. 


bound 5-foot:7 frame. 


Alora, a natural welterweight, 
shed 10 kilos to make the weight 
‘which makes her formidable in 
the category with her muscle- 


“fee! proud that made the 


chance for jins 


Filipinos eye three more slots 


team. [wil ty not to let the coun- 
ny down,” said Alora. 

‘The export management fresh- 
man from the College of St. Be- 
nilde has a Southeast Asian 
‘Games (2005) gold medal under 
her belt on top of winning the 
2004 Asian Taekwondo Federa- 
tion Championships. 

Olympic veteran Mary An- 
toinette Rivero (67kg) and 
Alexander Briones (80kg) com- 
plete the team mixing up against 
90 others from 30 countries. They 
narrowly missed the boat to China 
during last Seprember's World 
qualifying in Manchester, England. 

But this ime, coaches Kitoy 
Cruz and Rocky Samson are up- 
‘beat about the team's chances, 
noting that Korea won't be send- 
ing any crew and heavyweights 
Chinese Taipei and Thailand have 
already qualified bets in during, 
the Worlds 

"The same way, other Asian 
countries feel good about their 
chances when Thome (Go) al- 
ready qualified,” said Samson of. 
the 58 kg fighter who snagged the 
first Olympic slot for RP in 
Manchester. 

"Top bets from host Vietnam, 
Iran and other former Russian re- 
publics are expected to provide 
tough opposition for the Filipinos. 


[ЛТ REQUIRES EXTRAORDINARY TAL- 
ent, but it pays to stay very close to the 
ZPresident of the Philippines whenever 
there's a courtesy call in Malacafiang. 
You either land on the front page the 

‘moming after or, if not, get all the chance 

jn the world to make bulong, speak out 
your dreams. 

Sorry but that’s not always the case, 
I There could also be, between a plastic 
smile and an infamous smirk, a reversal 
of roles. 
Like what happened on Friday when 
members of the RP delegation tò the 
¥ "Southeast Asian Games in Thailand paid 
an official visit to Mrs. Arroyo. 

"The photo sessions went out very fine, 
everybody got the rare chance to pose 
‘with Her Excellency. 

Only this time out, it was Mrs. Arroyo 
‘who spoke out her wish. 

ii. And she didn't whisper she spoke out 
yud and беа; for everybody to hear. 

“о we're going to win the gold in 
Beijing, right?" asked Mrs. Arroyo as 


RP a phone call from Olympic gold? 


‘sports officials and athletes milled ex- 
citedly around her. 

So who's the sports official in his 
right mind would answer no to the 
question, which was more of a fer- 
vent, frantic call than anything else? 

Based on subsequent newspaper 
reports, the two top sports officials of 
the country Philippine Sports Com- 
mission chairman William Ramirez 
and Philippine Olympic Committee 
president Jose Cojuangco Jr, were 
standing close to the President. 

ОГ course, Cojuangco heard what 
Ms Arroyo had to say very clearly. 

But it was Ramirez who gallantly 
took the cudgels for everybody pre- 
sentin the affair 

“Yes, Ma'am,” replied Ramirez. 

Poor Butch Ramirez, the PSC chief 
had allowed himself to be caught in a 
spot. 

You see, Congressman Мопісо 
Puentevella, RP chief of mission to the 
"Thailand Games, was also there. 


Bare EYE 


£3 


But he kept mum when the point 
about retaining the SEA Games overall 
championship was raised. 

Puentevella has been openly explain- 
ing that it was next to impossible to re- 
tain the overall tide won by the Philip- 
pines when the country hosted the bien- 
nial meet two years ago. 

He knows the facts of the case well 
enough. 


Recah Trinidad 


Back to Butch Ramirez, the tested 
PSC big boss. 

‘We all know ihat boxing is the 
perennial top hope to finally capture 
the elusive Olympic gold medal for 
the country 

In fact, boxers Anthony Villanueva 


in Tokyo 1964 and Mansueto Velasco 
in Atlanta in 1996, by winning 
Olympic silver medals, had come a 
few honest points of bagging that elu- 
sive gold medal. 

“Lets try to get at least one (gold) 
because we've not gotten it anyway.” 
Ms Arroyo barked, smiling. 

Reports had it that Ms Arroyo was 
also overheard stating that taekwon- 
do could be counted on to finally do 
the golden trick for the Philippines in 
Beijing next year. 

‘OK, this could bring some relief to 
Ramirez, now that the President 
must've been apprised of the deterio- 
ration of the Philippine amateur box- 
ing team, based on its dismal showing, 
in the World Championship in Chica- 
go earlier this month. 

‘Although RP managed to send in 
one fighter, light flyweight Hany 
‘Tafiamor, into the Beijing Olympic 
boxing tournament, this feat was 
buried under the amazing feat of Thai- 
land, which gleefully paraded in a total 


of five Olympic qualifiers in Chicago. 


Ramirez, by the way, attended the 
Chicago world event where RP boxers ге- 
ропейу suffered from the dreadful irre- 
sponsibility displayed by team officials, 

Ramirez would not mince word on 
how weak, lost and deteriorated the Fil- 
ipino amateur boxers had appeared in 
the major Chicago event, 

So far, there has been no explanation 
from top RP team officals, including 
‘Amateur Boring Association of the 
Philippines president Manny Lopez, on 
the debacle. 

He said yes to her excited President 
but, as things stand, the best Ramirez 
could hope is for the winds in Beijing 
nest year to bend to the frantic wishes of 
the Chief Executive, 

Sony the Olympics is not conducted 
the way they manipulate presidential 
elections in the Philippines. 

Hello, Garci. Phone calls are strictly 
prohibited during the tallying of gold- 
medal points. 


кч 2o™ PHILIPPINE ADVER 


_ ROADTRIP ASSISTANCE 


Rest your worries on traveling to the 20" Philippine Advertising Congress with the Inquirer and 
Caltex Road Assistance Pit Stops on the road to the GVC Convention Center in Subic Industrial 
Park. Find premium support on motoring and passenger needs with a comprehensive array of pit’ 
stop services, which include: 


Plus, get a chance to win thousands of Caltex Star Cash gift certificates when you visit any of the 
Inquirer-Caltex Road Assistance centers!* 


20" Philipine Advertsing Congress 


* Raffle open to 20th Philippine Advertising Congress delegates only. See Road Assistance Pit Stop coupon in the Inquirer Ad Congress invite for more details, 21-2 November 2007 
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SPORIS 


Manila, Cebu b 


CEBU'S John de Ubago of Cebu rams into Dumaguete second baseman Christian de Leon. 


Champions League 


Final Four 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THREE FORMIDABLE SQUADS AND A SUR- 
prise semifinalist dispute the championship 
berths in the FilOil/Fiying V Collegiate Cham- 
pions League today at The Arena in Sen Juan. 

Southern powerhouse University of Visayas 
takes on unpredictable STI College at 2 p.m. to 
орел the winner-take-all Final Four round 
with Ateneo clashing with UAAP nemesis Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas at 4p.m. 

“Well just be ready,” said coach Pido Jaren- 
cio, whose Tigers stunned the Blue Eagles in 
the 2006 UAAP championship series. 

"The Tigers showed their might by bringing 
down back-to-back NCAA champion San Be- 
da, 88-84, last Monday in the toumament 
among the country's best collegiate teams. 


up today 


The Blue Eagles 
ced on Chris Tiu, 

who fired 10 of his 16 

markers in the final 

period for an 

victory over 

Rizal Bombers. 

But is фе STI Olympians who штей 
heads after shocking the favored Far Easter 
Tamaraws, 77-72, last Wednesday. 

Mark Balneg nailed ich baskets for 
the Olympians, the reigning champions of the 
National Athletic Association of Schools, Col. 
leges and Universities (Naascu). 

University of Visayas—bannered by Rit- 
chum Dennison, Rino Berame and 600-11 
FiLAm Greg Slaughter—is the last provincial 
team standing in the knockout toumament. 


GAMES TODAY 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
2p.m—Universly of 
Visayas vs ST 
4p m.—Santo Tomas 
Ve Ateneo 


[zd 


SPORTS PINE 


WATCH 


Last two days 
of ‘Bakbakan’ 
TWO MORE CHAMPI- 
onship sessions start- 
ing today at the Макай 


EXPERIENCE THE BEST RESULTS 
iM HAIR RESTORATION 


DAHAIR... 


Coliseum wil be 
staged in the NFGB 
Bakbakan National 10- 
‘Stag Derby. The popu- 
lar stag competion, 
which drew 1,643 en- 
trias, ends tomorrow at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 
Last Saturday, Wille. 
Nicolas of Cagayan 
Valley GBA became the 
first participant to 
score 9 points. Red 
Wings of Giovanni Lim, 
Ampli Brothers and 
Mayor Rodol Carreon 
сата next with 8.5. 


UGBA 9-stag 
derby fires off 
MATCHES RESUME IN 
the UGBA Heritage Cup 
National 9-Stag Derby- 
today at the San Juan 
Coliseum with Sagu- 


CALL 


МАКАТ! 


Medical Towers М; 


BEFORE 


Room 612, Rutino Street 
Legaspi Village, Makati 
(02) 813 0691 


TODAY 813-0691 


AFTER 


DAVAO 
Galaxy Arcade 
эе Floor llustre Street 
Davao City 
(082) 221 2682 


akati 


www pinedahalrcom 
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A: 
atters 
clinch s’final berths 


THE MANILA SHARKS BLASTED MARIKINA AND THE CEBU DOLPHINS 
hammered Dumaguete yesterday to barge into the semifinals of Base- 
ball Philippines Series 2 at the Rizal ballpark. 
5 whipping of Souther division. 
mins, is smh in eight Cebu team manager Isaac Bacarisas 
Mi, matches, and Cebus $2 attributed the Dolphins win to their 
MN demolition of Dumaguete sold play. 
allowed the vistas o top area ibay н, boys were very determined 
Бана and they played very мей” sud 
The Sharks pounded the Shoemak-  Bacarisas in Filipino. 
єз with 11 hits as they ruled the The results rendered the games on 
Northem division of the tournament Dec 2 piring Макай against Marikina 
organized by Community Sports Inc. and that of Dumaguete versus For- 
"he Dolphins tagged the U Ward Teme 
pitchers with nine hits to post Al four squads have already made 
Sixth win în nine outing, tops in the it to the playoff matches for the last 


E722] nene 
à 


p dí 
M d ANTONIO 
uq i pz E 
"BOOM BOOMs "BARRID' ` 


BAUTISTA 0 MEZA 


‘wo semifinal berths. ў 
The winner of the Makati Магі 
duel will take on Manila while the vic- 
tor in the Dumaguete-Taguig clash 
faces Cebu inthe conference finals. 
Centerfieider Saxson Omandac led 
the Dolphins on 3-of4 batting while 
driving a pair of runs. Second baseman 
Emerson Atilano went 3.0f5 and 
scored a run. Steve Silva, Contributor. 


Lirescores: 
Fist Game RHE 
MARIKINA 520008011590. 
MANILA 121 13200-11 103 


Second Game 
DUMAGUETE 090 100010—221 
CEBU 20212 00893 


RESBAK PARA SA KABABAYAN 
AJ BANAL ys JOVANNY SOTO 
‘BAZOOKA, ; /'«BAMBINU* 
WBO Youth Super Flyweight 
Championship \\\ 


DEC 2, 2007 Sunday 9 AM 
SEUM j 


’ H * 
ES M 
ole К 
Өй [RS 


the special participation о! the world's prettiest ring announcer, 
Ms. АМҮ HAYES, the KITTY GIRLS & Ms. VINA MORALES 
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paan Complexor 3000. 
as sponsor. Eight more 
cockers tallied three 
wins each In Saturday's 
ашайупо roune— 
Rep. Arthur Celesta, 
Nastor Vendivil Lovi 
Panganiban, Ontong 
Fortuno, Alex Tang, 
Jun Sevila, Имп Sy 
at Joe Alimbuyuguen- 
Butch Yabut. 
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Get a grip on these cool Bridgestone gears! Every purchase of two 
(2) passenger or light truck radials gets you a free exclusive 
Bridgestone podium cap, and every purchase of four (4) passenger 
or light truck radials gets you a free Bridgestone shirt-jacket. 


S6 why wait? Go to your nearest Bridgestone dealer and get your 
gear on! This offer runs from November 15 to December 31, 2007. 
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Philippine Alied Enterprises Corporation 
2286 Pasong Tamo Ее, Makat Ct 


BRIDGESTONE FS ROT NE NOs 


Ене at the folowing Bridgestone tre centers 
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_Tire Center 
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Bragason Тө Center Global Cy 

Sr со. ah Avo. Square (T Park 
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NEW YORK—RAY ALLEN HIT A 
three-pointer at the buzzer to give 
the sizzling Celtics a 96-95 victory 
over the Bobcats in Charlotte on 
Saturday, Boston's 11th win in the 
first 12 games of the season. 

Allen's winning basket came after 
teammate Eddie House had knocked 
away a Jason Richardson inbounds pass 
with 47 seconds leí, capping an 
‘evening on which the Celtics won their 
third straight game despite not playing 
well 

“There are so many lessons for us in 
that game," Boston coach Doc Rivers 
told reporters. "We didnt play well. It 
was good to be lucky because we were 
mot good tonight, we were lucky but 
well take it.” 

Allen had made just three of his pre- 
vious 14 shots in the game. 

“Even though I had an off night, I 
never lost my confidence," he said. 

Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett, the 
other two members of Boston's new 


“Big Three,” scored 23 points each and 
Gamett collected 11 rebounds. 

“Tt was a great game,” said Rivers. 
feel bad for (the Bobcats) because they 
played so hard.” 

“T was definitely a difficult loss,” said 
Charlotte coach Sam Vincent. “I mean, 
to play that well against а team that 
good and feel like you have the game 
won and not win really makes ita tough 
Joss” 

Tt was an amazing final five seconds. 
Pierce missed a jumper from the foul 
line and Raymond Felton got the re- 
bound. Allen quickly fouled Felton, but 
the Celtics were not over the limit, so 
the Bobcats had to put the ball in play 

Richardson tried to inbound the ball 
to Jeff Mcinnis, but House got his hand 
оп it, deflecting it into the air to Pierce. 
In the past, Pierce might have wheeled 
and tried to shoot with the clock 
winding down and the game on à 
the line. This time, he saw Allen, ¥ 
all along, near the top ofthe key 
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They’ re not just vood, © 
they're very lucky too | 


“му thought process is, he's wide 
open,” said Pierce. "He's Ray Allen. Hes 
опе cf the best 3-point shooters in NBA 
history There you go.” 

In New York, Eddy Curry scored 21 
points against his former team, and the 
New York Knicks snapped their eight- 
game losing streak with an 85-78 victo- 
ry over Chicago on Saturday. 

Both teams are off to dismal starts. 
Chicago has overcome its poor early 
season play in recent years, but New 
York couldnt afford to let things get 
much worse, especially with plenty of 
speculation already that coach Isiah 
‘Thomas could be fired. 

The Bulls dropped their third straight 
and fellto29. 

1а Cleveland, LeBron James scored 
37 points as part of his third triple dou- 
ble of the season to lead the Cavaliers to 
ıa 111-108 victory over Toronto. 

James, who scored six points in the fi- 

nal minute to seal the win, had 12 re- 

bounds and 12 assists for the 13th 
triple double of his career. 

In Orlando, Florida, Hedo Turkoglu 

scored 27 points and the Magic hand- 

Ý ed Magic coach Stan Van Gundy’s for- 

mer team, the Mimai Heat, their East- 

em Conferenceleading 10th loss, 

12059. 

In Philadelphia, Golden State's 

Kelenna Azubuike made a three 

pointer from the left comer 

with 6.1 seconds left in over- 

time t down the 76ers, 

10098, in overtime as the 


intoa Milwaukee Bucks 
double team made up 
of Mo Wiliams (left) 
and Andrew Bogu. ow 


Warriors fin- 
ished a five-game 
road trip with a win- 
ning record for the 
first time since 1980. 

In Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, Juan Carlos 
Navarro scored 28 
points as the Griz- 
lies downed the 
Washington Wizards, 
124118. 

In Minneapolis, 
Josh Smith scored 
10oFhis 16 pointsin 
the fourth quarter to 
help the Atlanta 
Hawks erase а 21- 
point deficit and 
beat the Minnesota 


In Houston, Tracy 
McGrady scored 35 
points as the Rockets 
snapped a sixgame 
losing streak by defeat 
ing the — Denver 
Nuggets, 109-81. 
in Milwaukee 
Michael Redd scored 
27 points and made 
five late free throws t 
lead the Bucks over 
the Dallas Mavericks, 
97-95, for their fifth 
straight win. 
The Bucks improved 
1060 at home and Dal. 
las los consecutive 
games. 
In Los Angeles, Peja 
‘Stojakovic scored nine 
of his 22 points in the 
fourth quarter and New Orleans 
snapped а three-game losing streak 
with a 98-89 victory over the Los Ange- 
Reuters, AB New York 
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WITH that much time left on the clock, Ray 
Alien pops a triple that saves the Boston 
Celtics, who improved to an NBA-best 1-1 
record this season. ^ 


BOSTON—WITH THE EXCEPTION 


Introducing Kobe’s new goal: Defensive Player of the Year 


step atthe defensive end. 

“This year, I made ita top priority of 
mine to win Defensive Player of the Year. 
more than anything,” he said, because 
Tunderstand that being able to lead my 
team by example, by playing that kind 
of defense, that that will inspire my 
teammates to do the same.” 

Bryant was the undisputed stopper 
on the US National Team last summer. 
(Leandro Barbosa sill hasn't figured out 


what happened to him in the US-Brazil 
game) but, in that case, he didn't have 
to worry about scoring. LeBron James, 
Carmelo Anthony and the fellas took 
care of that. 

With the Lakers, that clearly is not 
the case. Bryant said the ultra-intensive. 
effort on defense does take away some- 
thing from the other end. 

“But you try and be smart about i,” 
he said. "You watch the way we play 


this year You rarely see me in isolations. 
‘There's more coming off screens and. 
‘catching and shooting. There's more 
ball movement. 

“1y to puta lot of responsibility on 
my teammates to make more decisions, 
‘make more plays at the offensive end, 
sol don't have to do that." 

‘Winning the Defensive Player of the 
Year award is tough for a non-big man; 
the last was Gary Payton in 1996. But 


‘Roger will break major records’ 


MACAU—PETE SAMPRAS' WIN OVER 


five of the first six winners were guards 
‘or swingmen, including Michael Jordan 
in 1988. 
‘Asked about Kobe's defense this year 

Los Angeles coach Phil Jackson said, 

"He's working real hard at it. Kobe is 
giving a real good effort this year, and 
last year, at times, I thought he was 
putting more effort into the offense 
than in the defense.” New York Times 
News Service 


of the 2004-05 season, Kobe Bryant 
has been a member of the NBA's All- 
Defensive teams going back tothe 
1999-2000 season. 

Нез been a first-teamer five times, in- 
cluding the last two. 

"Tve always wanted to play defense,” 
he said. “Tve always prided myself on 
that” 

Now he's hoping to take the next 


Iggy sparks 


Golden ‘Oats 
past J. Hay 


BAGUIO CITY—NOT EVEN THE RAINS 
brought by Typhoon Mina could stop de- 
fending champion Golden Oats from grab- 
bing the early lead at the start of the Fi 
championship division of the Fil-Am Se- 


Roger Federer in Macau this weekend does 
nothing to end arguments about who is the 
greater player—but the American is con- 
vinced the world No. 1 will smash his records. 
Following two defeats last week in their 
three-match Asian exhibition series, the re- 
tired Sampras came back strongly at Macau's 
-hotel Saturday, defeating the 
Swiss maestro in straight sets, 7-6, 6-4. 
Sampras, who admitted in a press briefing 


be competitive and to take a set off Federer, is 
predicting that the 12-time Grand Slam cham- 
pion will beat his mark of 14 and eclipse his 
rankings records. 

‘Sampras, 36, held the top ranking for a 
record 286 weeks in total and finished as 
‘world No. 1 for a record six consecutive years. 

"The major record, he's got so much time," 
Sampras said. "He's 26 and he's got the next 
four years to be in the pinnacle of his career so 
Isee him breaking that, if not next year, pretty 


With Federer finishing four years in a row 
as No. 1, Sampras believes it is only a matter. 
of time before the Swiss betters him in that re- 
spectas well 

“1 don't say that lightly He knows its a lot of 
work but I know the game well enough to 
know he's a class above everyone. 

"That being said, these kids are hungry, 
(Rafael) Nadal and (Novak) Djokovic and 
(Andy) Roddick. These guys are going to want 


to push him but [stil feel like Roger has an ex- 
пареш" AFP 


Pacquiao's cagers : 
score back-to-back 


TAGAYTAY CITY—MONTANA 
Pawnshop-Davao shocked host 
‘Tagaytay-Spring Cooking Oil, 
68-61, while MP Gensan Pac- 
man posted its second straight 
victory Saturday in the 2007 
Tagaytay-NBC International In- 
vitational Cup basketball tour- 
nament at the Tolentino Sports 
and Activity Center here. 

Dado Ayson, Henry Femandez 
and Rocky Clavel combined to 
give Armando Quibod's Jewellers 
their biggest lead at 50-34 with 
1:39 left in the third period. 

“The Davao cagers held off the 
‘Cooking Oil Masters іп the payoff 
period to level their record at 1-1 
inthe tournament. 

The Cooking Ой Masters of 
NBC president Nathaniel “Tac” 
Padilla and Tagaytay City mayor 


niors Golf Invitational here. 

Iggy Clavecilla, the reigning seniors ama- 
teur champion, shot a one-over-par 62 at the 
short but tricky Baguio Country Club course 
for 35 points under the Modified PAL Stable- 
ford of scoring to power Golden Oats to the 
lead with 113. 

Clavecilla got ample help from Bing Bunye 
and Eduardo Sison, who each carded 27, and 
Freddie Mendoza, who contributed 24. Flo- 
rene delos Santos 22 did not count 

Golden Oats took a seven-point lead over lo- 
cal favorite Camp John Hay Golf Club Team I 
which assembled 106 behind Fred Puckett 32. 

Retired generals Nelson Eslao and Clyde 
Cabreros chipped in identical 25s, and for- 
eigner Blom Andersson added 24 in the five- 
to-play four-to-count tournament. 

Lawyer Mel Malabanan, meanwhile, aced 
the par-three, 187-yard hole No. 16 of Baguio 
Country Club and lined himself up to win a 
brand-new Manda 3 sedan 

“Its not yet in the bag,” said the 13-year 
golfer, who used а РАСА 6 iron and а Call- 
away #2 to score his second career hole-in- 
one, 

Malabanan gets the car if по other golfer 
scores an ace for the rest of the tournament. 

Tn FILA action, Camp Aguinaldo took the 
Jead with 100 points as Rey Ochosa scored 27, 
Dante Tejada 26, Art Alabanza 25 and Eduar- 
do Gador 22. 


after the match that he came to Asia hoping to soon" 


Bambol Tolentino also fell to 1-1. 

Manny Pacquiao's Warriors 
toppled Mayor Sammy Co's Paga- 
dian Explorers, 75-69, in the oth- 
er game. 

The scores: 

GENSAN 75—Menor 13, Dennison 422. 
Fecatodo 9, Madala 7, Locsin 6, Tdera 6," 
Dala 6, оет 4, Lumartas 4, Deo 2, 
Santos 2 АО 

‘PAGADIAN 6$—Bent (1) Lalono 13, 
‘ser 11, Ооа 7, Esp 5, Saludsod 4, 
aver. Ayuk 2, Qulo 2, Naron û, Scot. 

Quar 11:18, 37-32, 57-55, 7569 

Second Game 

‘DAVAO 68— yen 14, Ferrandez 14, Ca- 
tal 11, шта 9, Pooyapoy û, Qubod 4, 
‘anes 2, Carias 2, Daval 2, Ba? 

TAGAYTAY 81 Epcnduan 10, uh 10, 
саре 9, Mauer 8, iain û, Тартат, 
Reyes 5. Liquido 3, Yambao 3, De Castro 2 

orc 1714, 95-25, 50-42, 68-61 


Wide receiver Percy Harvin (left) of the Florida Gators makes a catch against the Florida 
State Seminoles at Ben Hill Griffin. The Gators beat the Seminoles, 45-12. ae 
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Franz forms | 
55-man RP 


Youth pool 


vis ine W. Payo 


NATIONAL COACH FRANZ PUMAREN HAS 
forthedt SS-man pool for the Philippine Youth 
"dim Even as the Samahang Basketbol ng 
Piliiias unveiled a three-year, mulimilion 
program backed by mobile phone giant Nokia 

Pumaren said the candidates, 18 years and 
younger face a long, rugged and hectic sched- 
"le that indudes overseas raining and sins in 
international youth toumaments 

iş important for us because this batch 
wilbpirobably éarry the men’s team in the near 
попут" said Pumaren. 

Practice will start tomorrow at 6 to 8 p.m. at 
theiBlne Eagle Gym in Loyola Heights. 

Members of UAAP juniors champion La 
Salle Zobel and three-time NCAA juniors ttis 
San Sebastian banner the list of aspirants set to 
train the United States, South Korea and 
-Chipi before vying in the Seaba juniors cham- 
pont ie May nex year in Mali 

CAA jurors MVP Ryan Buenafe leads the 
candidates along with Staglets teammate 
Avie, Bringas, Junior Archers Jeric Fortuna 
and Jed Manguera, Ateneo's Juami Tiongson 
and JV Dumrique, San Beda's Nico Salva and 
Benedictines Clark Bautista. 

FikCanadian Niko Monachini, а 6foot5 
centerorward, has also been invited along 
‘with standouts from the provinces. 

"Nokia, along with Tao Corp, has pledged a 
multimillion sponsorship for the youth squad 
thats also set to compete in the 2008 Asian 
"Youth and the first 2010 Youth Olympics. 


DAP. 


VALIANT EFFORT. 
Viada Ekshibarova of Uzbekistan whips a 
two-fisted return to Switzerland's Nicole. 
Riner in their championship match of 
= the PLOT-Smart ITF Women's Satelit 
tennis tournament atthe Малйа Polo 
Club yesterday. Ekshibarova, however, failed to sustain а 
strong start and Riner (inset) took charge, winning the title, 4- 
6,6-3, 6-4. 


Top 10 finish 
for fiery Frankie 


Rosales-Lascufia ties 
By Inquirer Sports. 


THREE WEEKS АР- 
ter nailing his sixth 
career title on the rich 
Japan Tour, Frankie 
Miñoza retumed to 
secure a Top 10 finish 
Sunday in the Casio 
Open, even as four of 
his compatriots com- 
pleted respectable 
campaigns in sepa- 
rate events in the re- 
gion. 

The 47-year-old Mifioza, enjoy- 
ing one of his finest years in both 
the Japan and Asian circuits, 
closed out with a one-under-par 
71 at the Kochi Kuroshio Country 
Club course, after earlier rounds 
of 73-70-68, and wound up in a 
four-way tie for 10th place at 282. 

‘The winner of the Philippine 
Open last February and the ABC 
Championship in the Japan Tour 
three wéeks ago won Y3,248,000 
(abourP1.3 milion). 

‘Taichi Teshima of Japan topped. 
the Casio Open at 275 after a final 
round of 65. 


Rookie partnership 

At the $5-million Omega Mis- 
sion Hills World Cup in Shenzhen, 
China, Antonio Lascuña and Ger- 
ald Rosales fared fairly well for a 
rookie parmership as they fin- 
ishad in a te for 22nd place with 


MINOZA: P1.3 milion 
Rico. 


Scotland by 


Weekley on 


Meanwhil 
sieway tie 


Masters in 


Chapchai 
the final 18. 


Chawalit Pi 
‘Simon Griff 


Regina, Crys 


IAS AM- 
ateur Golf Tour pre- 
sented by Samsung 
winds up with the 
staging of the fifth 
and final leg today 


tomorrow at the at stake is a Sam- 


Sherwood Hills Golf s 
Ciub.ganrse in Trece 
Marties, Cavite. 
«Amodest field of 
100 players led by 
Southeast — Asian 
Games bound Regina de Guz- 
man and former national player 
Crystal Superal are taking part 
in the 36-hole tournament, or- 
ganized by the Professional 
Sports Management Group, in 
various handicap divisions for 
men and ladies. 

"The event will also serve as 
the warmup for those playing 
in the FilAm toumament in 


DEGUZMAN 


85, Class C 
Class D for 
men while 


Champions 


twoshot win over fellow Thai 


lead PMGT cast 


Baguio next week. 


merchandise items 
from Samsung are 
at stake in the event. 


television for a hole- 


опір dass is for fẹ 
those with handi- | 
caps of 01039, Class A for 410 | 


Class А (0-89), Class B (9 to 
199) and Class С (20-above). 

A horde of Korean low-hand- 
icappers, including Kwon Ye- 
seul, HSBC Tournament of Club 


Jae-min, is in the fold. 


for 22nd 


Stephen Dodd and 
Bradley Dredge of 
Wales at -under 280. 

The Filipinos 
matched par 72 in the 
more difficult aker- 
nate-shot format on 
the final day afer 
shooting 677368 
earlier and finished 
ahead of the teams 
from Ireland, Japan, 
Colombia, ` New 
Zealand and Puerto 


Colin Montgomerie and Mare 
Warren won the World Cup for 


beating the American 


pair of Heath Slocum and Boo 


the third hole of a 


sudden-death playoff after both 
teams finished at 25-under 263. 


йе, Artemio Murakami 


and Mars Pucay wound up in a 


for 17h in the 


$500,000 Напа Bank Viemam 


Hanoi won by Thai- 


land's Chapchai Nirat. 

Murakami, a first-time winner 
on the Asian Tour at the Johor 
Open in Malaysia recently, rallied 
with a 70 while the fast-improving 
Pucay closed witha 71 as both fin- | 
ished deadlocked at 3-under 285. 


sizaled with a 67 on 
holes and pulled off a 


laphol and Englands 
ths with a 276 total. 


tal 


Trophies алй 


‘Among the prizes 


ung 32inch LCD 
i AWARDS: 


The — champi- 
je PUL я 


for 15 to 21.9 and 
22 and above for 
the ladies play in 


Woy ECONOMICAL Cat, 
Automobile 


to reach 


EFREN "BATA" REYES DEMOLISHED CANA- 
dian Paul Potier, 11-1, Sunday and advanced 
to the quarterfinal- round of the 40th All 
Japan Championship in Amagasakishi, 
Hyogo prefecture. 

Reyes arranged a showdown with fellow for- 
mer World Pool champion Wu Chia-ching of Chi- 
nese Taipei, who downed defending champion 
Lee Vann Corteza, 11-6. 

"Warren Kiarnco, the third Filipino in the last 
16, also failed to progress after bowing to 2004 
WPG runner-up Chang Pei-wei 11-10. 

Joining Reyes, Wu and Chang in the final 8 
were Japan's T Kuribayashi, Н. Hijakata and M. 
‘Tanaka, 1996 WPC winner Ralf Souquet of Ger- 
many and 2001 WPC champion Mika Immonen 
of Finland. 


Reyes lone Pinoy. 


Final 8 . 


Kuribayashi upset two-time Asian Games gold 
medalist Yang Ching shun of Chinese Taipei, 11- 
9; Hijekata beat countryman Т. Mukai, 11-6; 
‘Tanaka crushed Wang Hung-hsiang of Chinese 
Taipei, 11-9; Souquet bested Toh Lian Han of 
Singapore, 11-7; and Immonen nipped Lu Fui: 
chan of Chinese Taipei, 11-10. 

Earlier, Corteza overpowered Kuo Po-cheng 
and Kiamco trounced Yang in the round of 32. 

‘The 53-year-old Reyes crushed К. Hirota of: 
Japan in the third round of the winners’ bracket: 
then beat Y. Morino of Japan in the round-of 32. 

Francisco “Django” Bustamante and Ramil 
“Bebeng” Gallego, were booted out on Saturday. 
Bustamante absorbed his second loss against 
‘Yang while Gallego bowed to Souquet. 

‘Marion Bernardino, Contributor: 


New PFF head vows transparency 


By Cedelf P Tupas, Inquirer Visayas 


FORMER NATIONAL TEAM STANDOUT MARI 
Martinez yesterday vowed to unite the country’s 
football community and pledged transparency 
in the disbursement of Philippine Football Fed- 
eration funds as he begins his term as president. 

Martinezs statement came a day after he beat 
former РЕР publicist Ed Formoso for the presi- 
dency in an election that needed the intervention 


+ ét MAGAZINE 2007 EDITORS PICIE 


of Philippine Olympic Committee officials, 

Outgoing РЕР head Johnny Romualdez de- 
dared Martinez the winner by one vote, 15-14; 
in the balloting Saturday but alles of Formoso 
contended that the winner should have “abso: 
Jute majority" based on the PFF by-laws. 

The 55-year-old Martinez said among his pri- 
rites are to hold a dialogue with the suspended 
NCREA and to prepare the РЕР for the Manila vis- 
it of Fifa president Sepp Blatter next month. 


winner, and Koo 


осел сост азда бше део о es suse 
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Franz forms 
55-man RP 
Youth pool 


ХОМА, COACH FRANZ PUMAREN HAS 
forthe S5-man pool for the Philippine Youth 
Terim ven as the Samahang Basketbol ng 
Pilifiias unveiled а three-year, mulimilion 
program backed by mobile phone giant Nokia. 

Pumaren said the candidates, 18 years and 
younger face a long, rugged and hectic sched- 
Че that includes overseas training and stints in 
imemagional youth toumaments 

‘his iş important for us because this batch 
-willfjrobably carry the men's team in the near 
Fury” said Pumaren. 

Practice wil start tomorrow at 6 to 8 p.m. at 
пед е Eagle Gym in Loyola Heights. 

‘Members of UAAP juniors champion La 
Salle Zobel and three-time NCAA juniors titlist 
San Sebastian banner the list of aspirants set to 
train the United States, South Korea and 
„Сыр before vying in the Seaba juniors cham. 
piohship in May next year in Malaysia. 

jurors MVP Ryan Buenafe leads the 
candidates along with Stagets teammate 
Arvie, Bringas, Junior Archers Jeric Fortuna 
and Jed Manguera, Ateneo's Juami Tiongson 
and JV Dumrique, San Beda's Nico Salva and 
Benedictines Clark Bautista. 

Canadian Niko Monachini, a 60005 
center forward, has also been invited along 
with standouts from the provinces. 

Nokia, along with Tao Corp, has pledged а 
multimillion sponsorship for the youth squad 
Фа also set to compete in the 2008 Asian 
Youth and the first 2010 Youth Olympics. 


Top 10 finish 
for fiery Frankie 


Rosales-Lascuiia ties for 22nd 


By Inquirer Sports 


THREE WEEKS AF- 
ter nailing his sich 
career tle on the rich 
Japan Tour, Frankie 
Mio renmed to 
secure a Top 10 finish 
Sunday in the Casio 
Open, even as four of 
his compatriots com- 
pleted respectable 
campaigns in зера. MIÑOZA:PI3 milion 
rate events in ете. 

gion. Rico. 

The 47-year-old Mifioza, enjoy- 
ing one of his finest years in both 
the Japan and Asian circuis, 
closed out with a one-under-par 
71 at the Kochi Kuroshio Country 
Club course, after earlier rounds 
of 73-70-68, and wound up in a 
four-way tie for 10 place at 282. 

"The winner of the Philippine 
Open last February and the ABC 
Championship in the Japan Tour 
three weeks ago won ҮЗ248000 
(aboutP1.3 million). 

‘Taichi Teshima of Japan topped 
the Casio Open at 275 afer a final 
round of 65. 

Rookie partnership 

At the $5-million Omega Mis- 
sion Hils World Cup in Shenzhen, 
China, Antonio Lascufia and Ger- 
ald Rosales fared fairly well for a 
rookie parmership as they fin- 
ished in a tie for 22nd place with 


$500,000 


ТӨӨ 
AM р” 

merci Rupe о AU 

sented by Samsung / t 

winds sp wih the Ё 

staging of the fiih [| 

and final Jeg today 

and tomorrow atthe 

Sherwood Hills Golf 

ybgoumse in Trece 

Maries, Cavite, 

-A modest field of 
100 players led by 
Southeast Азап 
Games-bound Regina de Guz- 
man and former national player 
Crystal Superal are taking part 
in the 36-hole tournament, or- 
ganized by the Professional 
Sports Management Group, in 
various handicap divisions for 
men and ladies. 

"The event will also serve as 
the warmup for those playing 
in the FAm toumament in 


DEGUZMAN 


Colin Montgomerie and Mare 
Warren won the World Cup for 
Scotland by beating the American 
pair of Heath Slocum and Boo 
Weekley on the third hole of a 
sudden-death playoff after both 
teams finished at 25-under 263. 
Meanwhile, Artemio Murakami 
and Mars Pucay wound up in а 
sixway te for 


caps of 0:039, Class A for 41o 
89, Class C for 15 to 21.9 and 
Class D for 22 and above for 
men while the ladies play in 
аз A (08.9), Class B (9 to 
19.9) and Class C 20 above) 

A horde of Korean low-hand- 
icappers, including Kwon Ye- 
seul, HSBC Toumament of Cub 
Champions winner, and Koo 
Jaemin, isin the fold. 


VALIANT EFFORT 
Viada Ekshibarova of Uzbekistan whips 
‘wo-fisted return to Switzerland's Nicole 
Riner in their championship match of 
the PLDT-Smart ITF Women's Satelite 
tennis tournament at the Manila Polo 
Club yesterday. Ekshibarova, however, failed to sustain a 
strong start and Riner (inset) took charge, winning the titie, 4- 
6,5-3, 6-4. 


= 


Stephen Dodd and 
Bradley Dredge of 
"Wales at 8-under 280. 

The Filipinos 
matched par 72 in the 
more difficult aker- 
nateshot format on 
the final day after 
shooting 677368 
earlier and finished 
ahead of the teams 
from Ireland, Japan, 
Colombia, ` New 
Zealand and Puerto 


17th in the 
Hana Bank Viemam 


Masters in Hanoi won by Thai- 
land's Chapchai Nirat. 

Murakami, а first-time winner 
on the Asian Tour at the Johor 
Open in Malaysia recently rallied 
with a 70 while the fast-improving 
Pucay closed witha 71 as both fin- 
ished deadlocked at 3-under 285. 

Chapchai sizzled with a 67 оп | 
the final 18 holes and pulled off a 
two-shot win over fellow Thai 
Chawalit Plaphol and England's 
Simon Griffiths with a 276 tora. 


Regina, Crystal 
head PMGT cast 


Baguio next week. 

Trophies алі 
merchandise items 
from Samsung are 
at stake in the event. 

‘Among the prizes 
at stake is а Sam- 
sung 32-inch LCD 
television for a hole- 

The — champi- 
onship class is for 
those with handi- 


to reach 


EFREN "BATA" REYES DEMOLISHED CANA- 
dian Paul Potier, 11-1, Sunday and advanced 
to the quarterfinal. round of the 40th All 
Japan Championship in Amagasakishi, 
Hyogo prefecture. 

Reyes arranged a showdown with fellow for- 
mer World Pool champion Wu Chia-ching of Chi- 
nese Taipei, who downed defending champion 
Lee Vann Corteza, 11-6. 

Warren Kiamco, the third Filipino in the last 
16, also failed to progress after bowing to 2004 
WPC runner-up Chang Pei-wei, 11-10. 

Joining Reyes, Wu and Chang in the final 8 
were Japan's Т. Kuribayashi, Н. Hijakata and М. 
‘Tanaka, 1996 WPC winner Ralf Souquet of Ger- 
many and 2001 МРС champion Mika immonen 
of Finland, 


Final 8 


Kuribayashi upset two-time Asian Games gold 
medalist Yang Ching shun of Chinese Taipei, 11- 
9; Hijakata beat countryman Т. Mukai, 11-6;.: 
Tanaka crushed Wang Hung hsiang of Chinese - 

ipei, 1.9; Souquet bested Toh Lian Han of- 
Singapore, 11-7; and Immonen nipped Lu Ни. 
chan of Chinese Taipei, 11-10. 

Earlier, Corteza overpowered Kuo Po-cheng 
and Катоо trounced Yang in the round of 32. 

"The S3.yearcold Reyes crushed К. Hirota of- 
Japan in the third round of the winners bracket 
then beat Y. Morino of Japan in the round-of 32. 

Francisco “Django” Bustamante and Ramil 
“Bebeng” Gallego, were booted out on Saturday. 
Bustamante absorbed his second loss against 
‘Yang while Gallego bowed to Souquet. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributo: 


New PFF head vows transparency 


By Cedelf P. Tupas, inquirer Visayas 


FORMER NATIONAL TEAM STANDOUT MARI 
Martinez yesterday vowed to unite the country’s 
football community and pledged transparency 
in the disbursement of Philippine Football Fed- 
eration funds as he begins his term as president. 

Martinez’ statement came a day after he beat 
former PFF publicist Ed Formoso for the presi 
dency inan election that needed the intervention 


* SECT VALUE FOR MONEY, 
Car Awards Group, Inc. (2005) 


of Philippine Olympic Committee officials 

‘Outgoing РЕР head Johnny Romualdez de- 
dared Martinez the winner by one vote, 15-14; 
in the balloting Saturday but allies of Formoso 
contended that the winner should have “abso: 
Jute majority" based on the PFF by-laws. 

The 55-year-old Martinez said among his pri- 
orities are to hold a dialogue with the suspended 
NCRBA and to prepare the PFF for the Manila vis- 
tof Fifa president Sepp Blatter next month. 
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Drama Belle gets all 


the marbles 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CARMONA, CAVITE—THERE WAS A LOT OF DRAMA ALL RIGHT 


from a mare named after it. 

Drama Belle, a four-year-old 
import from Australia ridden by a 
substitute, won the Ambassador 
Danding Cojuangco Stakes аз a 
far third choice at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park last night. 

Making her move rounding the 
final bend under Armando 
Lumagui, the veteran jockey who 
took over from Dominador Borbe 
at the last minute, Drama Belle 
beat longshot Ziras and RK Hipoli- 
то by а length and bagged the 
whopping P2.4 milion top prize. 

Sent off as the far third favorite 
together with coupled entry Glory 
and Honour and Antonio Alcasid, 
Drama Belle put together strides 
that the rest of the feld couldnt 
{| match in the final two quarters to 

secure the biggest win of her ca- 
reer, 

She clocked two minutes and 
seven seconds for the baclcbreak- 
ing 2000 meters with quarter 
times of 25,24, 26, 24 and 27. 

Outstanding pick Wild Orchid 
set the pace under Деу] Zarate, 
while coupler Real Spicy, with 
Louie Р. Balboa, struggled in the 


gh bunched gi bila hir 

"Wild Orchid, the 2005 Horse of 
the Year, settled for fourth behind 
Glory and Honour, while Real 
Spicy, last year’s super horse, 
failed to weave past heavy trafic 
early and paid for it as he finished 
out of the money. 

“My plan was just to land third 
at best,” Lumagui said in Filipino. 
“Bur when 1 felt that my mount 
had a lot to give, T knew we had a 
chance at victory” 

Second choice Ever Mine Now, 
under Jonathan Hemandez, 
limped out before the pack hit the 
backstretch. 

When the pack made its move 
in the far turn, Drama Belle pro- 
duced a huge burst of speed to put 
her in the hunt. 

Earlier, Indelible Ink stretched 
her amazing win run to eight after 
ruling the TwoXearOld Invita 
tional Stales by nine lengths over 
‘Unoppose: 

Zarate booted home the daugh- 
ter of Best OF Luck out of Seaquin 
in 1:26 for 1,400 meters. The win 
was worth P600,000. 
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'07 inflation seen to range between 2.6-2.7% 


Rise in consumer prices tempered by agri yield 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


EVEN AS OIL PRICES IN WORLD MARKETS REACH 


unprecedented heights, the 


country is still expected to 


keep the year-on-year rise in inflation to within a be- 
nign range of 2.6 to 2.9 percent in the fourth quarter. 


Based on the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ average forecast for the 
last three months, inflation for the 
‘whole year is expected to fall be- 
tween 2.6 to 2.7 percent. 

The BSP earlier projected that 
annual inflation would hover be- 
tween 2.6 to 3.1 percent this year, 
much lower than the 4 to percent 


iN THIS ISSUE 


ш No Free Lunch: Why 
oil prices are rising /B2 


Gov't to revise economic 
targets for 2008-2010 /88 


ceiling set by the government's eco- 
nomic managers. 

The country’s inflation rate, or 
the average increase in consumer 
prices based on a basket of goods 
consumed by a typical household, 
has averaged at 2.6 percent in the. 
first 10 months. In October, annual 
inflation stood at 2.7 percent—the. 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
(First of two parts) 


ALEX MARAVILLAS HOME IN BACO- 


or, Cavite, is a simple опе. 


GET 


It has a floor area of 22 square me- 
ters on a 36-square-meter lot, along 
а row of similarly sized socialized 


same rate recorded in September. 

‘Monetary authorities earlier ex- 
pected that full-year inflation 
would rise toward the high end of 
its forecast range, or 3.1 percent, 
due to prolonged dry spell in the 
countryside, rising global oil prices, 
and base effects. 

But according to recent reports 
taken up by the Monetary Board, 
the improvement їп farm harvests is 
said to have eased the slowdown in 
agricultural production, likely rais- 
ing the output in the fourth quarter. 
to a level much better than that of 
last year 
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US market concerns still expected to weigh on local stocks 


INVESTORS ARE EXPECTED TO TURN THEIR 
attention to market developments abroad due. 
toa dearth of market-moving news this week, 
some brokers said. 

"The volatility and uncertainty surround- 


ing the US markets will weigh heavily on 
the mind of investors, which may [lead to] 
continued caution in making (investment) 
moves," AB Capital Securities analyst. 
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| As bad loans are cleaned up, small borrowers suffer: 


housing units. 
Не bought the house through a 25- 
уен lom fom theo чакан 
National’ Home 

tonal rw SPECIAL REPORT 
hance Corp. (NHMEC) and has been 
paying it regularly through deduc- 
Hons by his company from his month: 


ly paycheck. 
In March 2007, however, Maravilla 
was surprised to re- 
ceive a demand letter 
from Bahay Financial 
Services (BFS)—a firm he had never 
dealt with in the past—ordering him 
to settle his obligations in a month's 


time or face legal action. 

In the letter, he was informed that 
NHMFC had sold his loan to Ba- 
likatan Housing Finance Inc. whose 
portfolio was being managed by BFS.- 

“BRS has attractive resolution op- 
tions to settle your housing obliga- 
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SKIN FOOD, а brand that has been revolutionizing skin care 
in Korea since 1957 and winning favorable response in highly 
competitive markets such ae Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, 
_ Malaysia and Thailand is now in the Philippines. 
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Why oil prices are rising 


LAST TIME WE SAW PETROLEUM PRICES 
rise rapidly (in 2005), our economy slowed 
down, overall prices shot up, and jobless- 
ness rose. World crude oil prices bad shot 
up then from around $30 per barrel to 
above $60. 

Another round of petroleum product 
price increases is now upon us. After hover- 
ing around $50-60 in the last two years, 
crude oil prices are now above $90, and ек. 
pected to breach $100 soon. The domestic 
oilindustry has already raised fuel prices by 
around 50 centavos а liter, and Filipinos are 
bracing themselves for another round of 
difficulties that are expected to arise from 
these recent developments. Why are ой 
prices rising so rapidly? 


‘Supply and demand 

Oil prices must be rising either because 
supply is falling, demand is rising, Oras is 
happening now-—a combination of both is 
happening. 

Whether the rising demands or tightening 
supplies are occurring naturally or because of 
artificial manipulation by certain elements is 
another question. Suspicions abound that 
manipulative actions by big players, includ- 
ing large oil coinpanies and politicians, are 
really behind the price movements. 

А November 2006 IMF working paper pre- 
sents evidence that politicians are able to re- 
duce petroleum product prices in regulated 
systems in periods preceding an election. 
Others point to the key role of US government 
decisions on building up or withdrawing from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR). One 
thing is dear: the oil industry is far from a 
competitive market, and its oligopolistic na- 
ture (translation: existence of afew dominant 
players) makes it prone to manipulation. 


Natural forces 

What are the natural (i.e. nor-manipula- 
tive) trends driving supply and demand? 

Most prominent on the demand side is the 
rapid growth in major economies, particu- 
larly the booming giant economies of China. 
and India, which together account for well 

third of world population. Consider 
these: By 2010 India will have 36 times 
more cars than it did in 1990, and China will 
have 90 times more. According to the Ener- 
gy Research Institute of Beijing, more than 
45 million new vehicles are added to Chi 
nese roads every year, and China will have 
more cars than the United States by 2030. 

But apart from current consumption, 
China and India are further boosting cur- 
rent oil demands by creating oil reserves 
similar to the US SPR. Apart from building 
energy security, this is one way by which 
both countries are relieving the pressure of 
mounting foreign exchange reserves from 
large trade surpluses. 

Beyond China and India, emerging 
economies in Southeast Asia and elsewhere 
are also growing rapidly, and along with it, 
their ой consumption. Note that ой con- 
sumption in growing economies tends to 
grow much faster than the economy itself 
does, as increasing incomes lead consumers 
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Cielito Е Habito 
to have more energy-intensive lifestyles, 


Supply factors 
On the other hand, world ой supplies can't 


supply disruptions keep occurring in major 
oil producing countries. Most recent ones in- 
clude bombings in major oil facilities in Nige- 
па, Afghanistan and Yemen. Two, refinery ca- 
pacity worldwide has not been growing in 
tandem with petroleum product demands. 
Often cited is the fact that no new ой refiner- 
es have been built in the US since the 1990s, 
while 50 had been shut down for environ 
mental violations. Three, the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec), 
which together account for two-thirds of the 
world's oil reserves and close to half of the 
worlds oil production, manages supplies to 
deliberately keep prices high. Adding volatili- 
ty to the market is Opecs lack of spare pro- 
duction (i.e. pumping) capacity that makes it 
ill-equipped to deal with demand surges. 
Four, ой supplies from non-Opec countries 
have only been growing moderately. And 
five, there is a wide (but not undisputed) be- 
lief that the world has already reached “peak 
ой'— е. world oil reserves are now on a de- 
line given that no new major oil fields have 
been discovered in the last 36 years. 


Conspiracy? 

But many are unconvinced that oil price 
movements are entirely the result of natural 
‘market forces. Apart from the IMF study men- 
tioned above, a favorite suspect appears to be 
the Bush administration, whose alleged ties to 
the Texas-based US ой industry lead critics to 
believe that government moves on the SPR 
are actually meant to benefit the industry The 
SPR had been raised from 300 to 700 million 
barrels in recent years, and this year the Bush 
administration has further decided to boost it 
farther to 1.5 billion barrels. The problem is, 
US government purchases for the reserve, 
amounting to about 125,000 barrels a day, 
have added significantly to market demand, 
pushing prices higher than they would be. The 
arguments are 100 complicated to explain 
here, but Googling “oil price manipulation” on 
the Internet would give you sampling of all the 
conspiracy theories that are going around. 
And | haven't even begun to talk of alleged 
manipulation within our country itself. 

Conspiracy or not, oil prices are on the 
rise and the effects on the economy will be 
significant. While the peso appreciation 
helps cushion the impact, the numbers tell 
the story: а peso rise from 56 to 43 per dol- 
lar is an appreciation of 23 percent, but an 
oil price rise of $60 to $100 per barrel is a 
rise of 66 percent. Talong-talo pa rin. 

‘Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 


Gov't borrowings down 


21% to P410. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


BORROWINGS BY THE NATIONAL GOV- 
emment hit P410.47 billion in the first ten 
months of the year, down 21 percent from 
'P522.64 billion in the same period last year. 

The government borrows from foreign and 
domestic sources largely to pay maturing 
debts and fund its expenditure requirements 
that cannot be covered by its revenues. 

Data from фе Deparment of Finance 
showed that ofthe borrowings obtained in the 
first 10 months, 78 percent or P321 billion was 
used to pay liabilities that were falling due. 

Of the total amount, P110.83 billion 
came from foreign sources—including mul- 
tilateral agencies and foreign governments 
that extend official development assistance 
(ODA), and investors in the international 
capital market who purchased sovereign 
bonds issued by the government. 

The biggest providers of ODAS are the 
Japan Bank for Intemational Cooperation, the 
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Asian Development Bank and the World Bank. 
ODAs are concessional in nature and has low- 
er interest rates than commercial borrowings. 

‘The foreign borrowings for the first 10 
months included the $1 billion raised from 
the sale of global bonds in January. 

About P299 billion in borrowings during the 
period came from the domestic capital market 
through the sale of treasury bills and bonds. 

The government has adopted the policy 
of borrowing more from domestic sources 
to protect itself from too much exposure to 
foreign exchange volatility. The govern- 
mentlearned the hard way when the depre- 
ciation of the peso bloated the peso value of 
its foreign currency-denominated debts 
from late 19905 to early 2000s. 

Because of lower interest rates, the govem- 
‘ment spent les to pay for interests on its ma- 
turing obligations. The 91-day ТЫШ rate, for 
instance, was assumed to average at 4 percent 
to 5 percent this year when the borrowing 
program for 2007 was drafted. The actual rate 
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government's debts 
that are denominated 
in foreign currencies. 
The government's - 
10-month borrow- 
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ings already exceed- 
ей the P380.951 bil- 
lion originally pro- 
grammed for the en- 
re year. The excess 
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was partly due to the 
governments — i 
Suance of Retail Trea- 
sury bonds (RTBs) in 
July 

The government 
originally intended 
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Zest-0 sets sights 
on Indonesia in '08 
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Beverage firm also eyeing Vietnam, Dubai E Lower Ground, David 1 Building, 567 Shaw Blvd, Mandaluyong City 
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BEVERAGE FIRM ZESEO CORP WILL OPEN A PRODUCTION 
facility in Indonesia in 2008, in line with its plans to expand overseas. 

Zest-O chair Alfredo M. Yao said in an interview that the compa- 
ny is now trying to complete documentation requirements, which 
will enable i to take a crack at Southeast Asia's largest market by 
next year. 

‘The firm is also looking at possible operations in Vietnam, Cam- 
bodia and Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, Yao 

"We chose to start within Southeast Asia, particularly Indonesia, 
because itis one of the more matured and advanced markets in the 
region," he explained. 

"We do not know yet how much we will be investing in Indone- 
sia, but we definitely want equipment to be online in 2008," he. 
added. “We willbe locating in Jakarta.” 

Also, Yao said Zest-O's approach was to gain а foothold of the In- 
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donesian market, tailoring products to suit 
local tastes, 

"We are not going to simply bring there 
our existing product lin,” he said. "We have 
identified (an initial) product that we would 
launch, but we are keeping it under wraps." 

Zest-O's products range from fruit sodas 
and purees to kitchen condiments. 

Having carved out for itself 80 percent of 
the domestic ready-to-drink juice market, 
Zest-O is now exporting mango puree to 
China, Australia, New Zealand, Korea, Sin- 
gapore, the United States and Europe. 

‘Also, the company has diversified into 
production of toothpaste (Beam) and noo- 
les (Quickchow), and holds the local fran- 
chise for the RC Cola soft drink, 

Last Nov. 18, Zest-O was conferred the 
Most Admired Asean Enterprise in the in- 
novation category of the inaugural Asean 
Business Awards, which were given out 
during the Asean Business and Investment 
Summit held in Singapore. 

Zest-O was cited for its use of doy pack- 
aging in its products. 


Aboitiz Power set 
to squeeze more 
juice from Magat 


By Abigail. Ho 
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ABOITIZ POWER CORP AIMS TO SQUEEZE 
more power from its 360-megawatt (MW) 
Magat hydropower facility in Isabela by 
making it operate more efficiently. 

In an interview with reporters, Aboitiz 
Power president and chief executive Erramon 
Aboitiz said the Magat plant was no longer 
expandable in terms of additional capacity 

But the plant could be made to run more. 
efficiently so it could produce more power 
than it was currently generating, he added. 

"We're looking at a little expansion ... by 
increasing its efficiency" Aboitiz said. "We 
don't have the numbers yet, we're still get- 
ting quotes as of now. We can probably 
maximize the output a little bit.” 

Aboitiz said that, on the average, the Ma- 
gat plant is running at just about 30 percent 
of its capacity. 

“Burt that's a function ofthe available wa- 
ter” he explained. "So all you have to do is 
to take 25 much advantage of the water 
available] and to try to run the plant as ef- 
ficiently as possible.” 

In terms of the required investment for 
the project, he said that the company is still 
in the process of studying this. 

The international Finance Corp., the pri- 
vate sector arm of the World Bank, last 
month disbursed a $105-million loan to SN 
Aboitiz Power Inc. (Snap), the Aboitiz Pow- 
er subsidiary that owned the Magat plant, 
to finance the balance of the $530-million 
costof the hydropower facility. 

For the Мада! project, ТЕС is providing 
longer term financing than what is currently 
available on commercial terms. It is also act- 
ing as anchor lender to allow Snap to raise ad- 
ditional funds from foreign and local banks. 

The $105-million ІЕС loan is part of a 
$380-million loan that Snap secured to par- 
tially finance the balance of the Magat plant. 


US market ... 


Frompage Bl 
Prince Yeung wrote in a weekly note. 

"With a lack of fresh leads domestically the 
SEI will continue to be guided by market. 
movements abroad,” Yeung added. "(This) 
‘week will be а battle between the strength of 
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The Philippine Stock Exchange index last 
week lost 104.5 points, or 2.9 percent, to end 
at 3,494.44 near a two-month low as credit. 
‘worries continued to pester US and other re- | съ, колената 
gional markets, AB Capital noted, || Sse your nearest zt dealer nowt 
Also, Campos Lanuza & Co. said the market 
may tse some seling given worries over | 
oil prices surging to almost $100 a barrel. 
‘According to Joseph Roxas of Eagle Equities 
Inc, the market may also track developments 
regarding the sale of government shares in 
PNOC-Energy Development Corp. to a con- 
sortium led by First Generation Corp. ami 
‘opposition from lawmakers who claimed the 
Sale was illegal, Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
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Rate differential no longer a big factor 
that affects capital inflows, says exec 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL WONT 
necessarily match the US Federal 
Reserve's future monetary move as 
differentials between local and off 
shore interest rates become less of a 


Dismissing the perception of some 
analysts that the BSP's recent interest. 
rate cuts mimicked the moves of the 

nor Diwa 
Guinigundo said: “Its not necessary 
to match the US Fed. Their economic 
conditions are different. They are 
having problems wid current 
account and fiscal position, as well as 
their capital account." 

The Philippines, on the other 
hand, has been posting surpluses in 
both capital and current accounts, 
he added. 

Robust foreign exchange remit- 
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tances from overseas Filipinos and the 
strong inflows of foreign investments 
are expected to drive up the country's 
foreign reserves and extemal pay- 
menis account to record surpluses this 
year. From January to October 
Year, the balance of payments posted 
a surplus of $7.85 billion. 

The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between the 
domestic economy and the rest of 
the world. 

When the US Fed cut its rates in 
recent months to avert risks of an 
economic recession due to the sub- 
prime woes, certain economists 
said the BSP had to follow suit to 
temper the peso's appreciation. 

Whenever benchmark interest 
rates in the US go down, global in- 
vestors are expected to scout for 
higher-yielding assets from emerg- 

g markets. This put pressure on 
central banks in these markets to ei- 
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munications Corp. (POTC). 
Moot and academic 


Officials from the Locsin- 
Poblador camp said the CAs de- 
cision effectively brings into 
question the validity of last 
week's board elections, where a 
rival group of private share- 
of 
both sequestered firms after 
seven years under the control of 
rectors nominated by the 


holders recovered contr 


the di 
Presidential Commission 
Good Government (PCGG). 


However, Philcomsat director 
Erlinda 1. Bildner, who leads the 
private shareholders’ group de- 
nied the daim of the rival faction. 
“This decision is moot and aca- 
demic because it pertains to a 
case that happened in 1998,” she 
seid. “This is totally irrelevant” 
Locsin- 
Poblador group as being "desper- 
ate" after Malacafiang replaced 


She described ће 


them as nominees last week. 


"They know their days of being. 
able to daim to be the legitimate 
board are numbered she added. 


Jurisdiction 


It remains unclear how the sit- 
vation would play out, with the 
nominees— 

voted in by representatives from 
Malacafiang—contending with 
the original PCGG nominees who 
listed subsidiary 


mew government 


sil control 
Philcomsat Holdings Corp. 
According to the 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS 
made “final and executory” its 
decision upholding the govern- 
Locsin-Poblador 
group as the legitimate board of 

‘Communications 
Satellite Corp. (Philcomsat), ac- 
cording to documents provided 


оре a few days айе 
Malacañang nominated a fresh set 
of directors to sit on the boards of 
Phücomsat and йз mother compa- 
пу Philippine Overseas Telecom- 


Locsin- 
Poblador group, the CA decision 
became final and executory after 


ther mop up additional liquidity by 
intervening at the foreign exchange 
markets or to reduce interest rates 
to temper portfolio inflows. 

But instead of curbing the flow of 
volatile portfolio investments—also 
called hot money due to their 
volatile nature—the BSP's interest 
rate cut in October even attracted 
more money to the stock market, 

Some analysts believe that the 
BSP's huge foreign exchange losses 
due to its intervention in the market 
has limited its means of tempering 
the peso rise. As such, they said the 
central bank was likely to use more of 
the interest rate (reduction) tack. 

But Guinigundo said monetary 
stability and not profitability was 
the central bank's mandate. 

The BSP trimmed its foreign ex- 
change losses to P48.29 billion 
from January to September from a 
about P50 billion at end July. 


Philcomsat board 
election questioned 


Сей of Court Teresita R. 
Marigomen made an “entry of 
judgment" on the ruling of Sixth 
Division Associate Justice Martin 
5. Vllarama Jr The ruling upheld 
an earlier Makati court order say: 
ing that the Sandiganbayan, not 
the regular court, had jurisdic- 
tion over the cases involving the 
sequestered firm. 

“The [resolution] has, on Ju- 
ly 2, 2007, become final and ex- 
ecutory and is hereby recorded. 
in the Book of Entries of Judg- 
ment,” Marigonmen wrote. 

Division Clerk of Court Lila 
Mercedes Encarnacion A. беру 
added that “considering the Judi 
cial Records Division verification 
report dated Oct. 15, 2007, stat 
ing that ‘no motion for reconsid- 
eration and/or no notice of Ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court has 
been rezeived/fled as per docket 
book of entry? the court resolves 
toissue entry of judgment and the 
records ofthe case remanded, the 
courts resolution dated June 8, 
2007 having become final and ex- 
есшогу as of July 2, 2007.” 

‘The rival camp led by Erlinda 
L Bildner earlier countered that 
the dismissal was based on a 
mere technicality. 

"The Court of Appeals merely 
dismissed a petition Вей by sever- 
al aggrieved stockholders,” an ear- 
lier statement from Bildner said. 


Root of the problem 

"The CA case stemmed from а 
supposed 1998 Philcomsat Spe- 
Gial stockholders’ meeting 
where then PCGG nominees 
Benito Araneta and Ronaldo 8а- 
longa were elected as directors. 
Several stockholders сот. 
plained to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission about 
the lack of quorum and lack of 
notice to the stockholders 

‘The SEC then issued an in- 
junction restraining Araneta and 
Salonga from acting as directors 
and officers of Philcomsat, and 
all petitions fled by Araneta and 
Salonga questioning the SEC de- 
cision were dismissed by the CA, 
Bildners group said. 


NIA to hit '07 rehab target 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


BY THE END OF THIS WEEK, 
covering 

46,697 hectares of arable land 
would have already been re- 
the 

National Irrigation Administra- 


irrigation facilities 


stored and rehabilitated, 


tion (NIA) said in a report. 


This represents 84.9 percent of 
the agency's target to restore irri- 
gation facilities covering 55,000 
hectares of arable land for 2007. 
Asof the end of last week, the 
NIA has restored and rehabili- 
d 43,297 hectares, or 78.72 
percent of target, in step with 
Ongoing initiatives to boost 
farm productivity and raise in- 


тап 
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NIA Administrator Marcelino 
ugacen Jr said that early this 
year, the government had ear- 
marked P9.419 billion for irriga- 
Чоп projects in the first half ofthis 
year. Of the total, P3.127 billion 
was for the restoration and reha- 


bilitation of national and commu- 
nal irrigation facilities across the 
country for the entire year 

Tugaoen said the repair and 
rehabilitation of irrigation facili 
ties had become more vital with 
the reduced supply of water in 
many farm production areas as a 
result of denuded watersheds. 

"Thus, NIA spent P5.497 billion 
in the first half alone. This repre- 
sents 58.17 percent of the total 
budget for irrigation works, inclu- 
sive ofthe Calamity Assistance and 
Rehabilitation Effort program. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
Yap said in a statement that 
higher spending for the con- 
struction, repair and rehabilita- 
tion of irrigation facilities in key 
palay-producing areas was а 
crucial element of the govern- 
ments goal of attaining rice 
self-sufficiency by 2010, raise 
farmers’ incomes, and make 
this staple cheaper for low-in- 
come consumers. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


RP prepares for risks posed 
by global credit crunch 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES IS BRACING FOR THE 
risks posed by а prolonged global credit 
crunch linked to the US subprime crisis 
and the government is confident the econc 
my is in a better position to hurdle the chal- 
lenges this time, compared to how it fared 
during the Asian financial crisis. 

Reacting to the Asian Development 
Bank’s warning that a prolonged global fi- 
nancial market volatility and persistent risk 
aversion could lead to a reversal of capital 
flows to emerging East Asia, Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas Deputy Governor Diwa Guini- 
gundo said the country was in a strong posi- 
Чоп to face this external turbulence, 

He said the Philippines was able to hur- 
dle the spillover impact of the US subprime 
crisis well so far this year, based on the 
BSP's assessment, 

The expectation is that the crisis would 
drag on at least though 2008 as big western 
banks take a beating from the 

crisis due to their exposure in structured 
products that contained subprime mort- 
gages as underlying assets. 

Subprime mortgages back housing loans 
given to borrowers with imperfect credit. 
history and little equity. Rising subprime 
delinquencies in the United States have 
spooked global financial markets and 
caused sporadic global investor aversion to 
assets from emerging markets. 

Guinigundo said he couldn't say how big 
the risk of a capital reversal could be, but. 
noted that strong economic fundamentals 
‘could carry the country through the worst. 
of this global financial turbulence. 

“I think in general, the economy is more 
resilient. We have robust growth, healthy 
reserves level and a better fiscal position 
compared to what we had during the Asian. 
financial crisis,” he said. 

Also, he said the country's financial sec- 
tor was much stronger now compared to 
the situation 10 years ago. 

"There are risk management systems 
broadly in place. There are also existing 
rules in terms of their (banks) investments 
especially in structured products, what un- 
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AVerMedia 


The country’s no.1 airline 
turns toward a brighter future. 


Philippine Airlines is CAPA's 2007 Airline Turnaround of the Year awardee 
for having completed significant transformations In the aviation industry. 


With much gratitude to the entire PAL familly, our dear flyers, partners and 
friends, we celebrate this remarkable accomplishment. 


Thank you for your unwavering falth and support, 


Md Philippine Airlines 
Clearly No.1 


www philppinealrtines.com 


Widest Network * Largest Fleet * Most Passengers Flown • 
Highest Total Sales Revenue * IATA Operational Safety Audit Certified 


Philippine Airlines President and COO Jaime |. Bautista 
acelvas the Centre for Asia-Pacific Aviation award 
from Executive Chairman Peter Harbison. 


orthrail is 

bove board; } 
will benefi 
all Filipinos 


THE NorthRail project—despite obvious economic and social 
benefits tothe Filipino people—is the subject of a great deal of 
disinformation, The people deserve to know the facts now. 


| NorthRail approved at the highest levels 


1. China's two Presidents, two Prime Ministers, two Speakers of Parliament 
three Ambassadors to Manila supported the project, China's first major 
undertaking of its kind in Southeast Asia 


. On the Philippine Government side, those who negotiated or approved and 
endorsed NorthRail were: then National Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA) secretary-general Romulo Neri; the NEDA's Investment Coordinating 
Committee (ICC) headed by the Secretary of Finance; former Foreign Secretary 
Delia Albert, and then Finance Secretary Jose Camacho and his successors, 
Juanita Amatong and Cesar Purisima; Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, then 
Government Corporate Counsel Agnes Devanadera; Finance Undersecretary 
Robert Tan; and the NEDA Board chaired by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

They planned and approved the project; they negotiated the terms of the 
loan agreement to finance its construction. Any complaint or inquiry about 
NorthRail should be directed to them. 


‚ President Macapagal-Arroyo and Speaker Jose de Venecia were the ones who 
appealed to the leaders of China to undertake the railway project, which was 
abandoned for more than 30 years and the railway tracks taken over by over. 
40,000 squatter families. Appeals by the Philippines to the governments of 
Japan, South Korea, the United States, Spain, France, Italy, Austria, 
Germany and Canada all failed because of the problem of illegal settlers. It 
жаз only the Chinese government that agreed to resettle the squatters. 


|. China and the Philippines signed last April 2005—-during Chinese President Hun 
Jintao's state visit to the Philippines—the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for 
Section 2 of the project from Malolos in Bulacan to Clerk in Pampanga. Then Finance 
Secretary Cesar Purisima signed on behalf of the Philippine government; Yang Zilin, 
govemor of the Export-Import Bank of China, signed for the People's Republic of 
China. Those who witnessed for the Philippines were Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo and Transportation and Communications Secretary Larry Mendoza. 


‘NorthRail is being financed and built by Chinese gov't H 


. The financing and building of NorthRail is a Bilateral Agreement between 
China and the Philippines, where the Chinese Government designated a 100- 
percent state-owned company, the China National Machinery and Equipment 
Corp. (CNMEC), to be the Prime Contractor for the project. CNMEC is one of 
China's top engineering firms; it is ranked No. 37 by the Global Engineering 
News Record of the 225 Largest International Contractors. 


. The procurement of the NorthRail project is covered by a binding executive 
agreement—the China-RP Loan Agreement of February 26, 2004. The loan under 
this agreement is a "tied loan.” The project is being financed and constructed by 
the Chinese Government without the involvement of any Filipino contractor. 


. NorthRail is financed by the Chinese government and is being constructed by 
a Chinese government subsidiary. In comparison, the ZTE is a “private 
initiative", in the words of Rep. Edwin Uy, chairman of the House Committee 
on Bases Conversion. 


1 Chinese gov't calls contract “above board" 


8. The Chinese Government called this concessional credit a "preferential loan for an 
important ally.” Through the Export-Import Bank of China, the Chinese Government 
extended a credit facility of USS400 million (not US$500 million) at only 3 percent 
interest over 20 years (not 10 years). This credit facility covers 95 percent (not the 
standard 85 percent) of NorthRail's project cost. The Philippine Government will put 
up the remaining 5 percent as counterpart fund (about 05521 million). 


Then Chinese Ambassador to the Philippine Wu Hungbo repeatedly stressed 
that the contract is “above-board, and we have nothing to hide.” 
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| Destroying the myths and fiction 


NorthRail is the first modern, entirely new railway construction for the country. 
will replace the abandoned PNR line going north that was completely abandone 
more than 30 years ago. 


10. NorthRail is not a one-track but а double-track railway equivalent to 62.4 
kilometers. A kilometer of doubletrack railway costs roughly P360 million based on 
2005 figures—and not the critics’ unsubstantiated claim of P889 per km of track. 


|. NorthRail will have six stations, a depot and maintenance yard, communication 
Tinks, 21 Diese! Multiple Units (84 train cars), a signaling system, grade separation 
at road crossings, retaining walls, eight major bridges, а viaduct section, and cost of 
additional rights of way. The total project cost is $5034 million broken down into 
civil and track works, right of way including land acquisitions and utilities diversion, 
signaling and communications, rolling stock and other costs. 


When completed, NorthRail from Caloocan to Malolos will be the cheapest, 
most efficient mass-transport system in the country. The basic fare would be 
P10 plus P1 for every kilometer, affordable at a time of spiraling oil prices, 
transportation and freight costs. 


Күл... e a 


The Bases Conversion Development Authority (BCDA) and the governors, city mayors, 
municipal mayors other local leaders and the people of the Central Luzon provinces of 
Bulacan, Pampanga and Tarlac and the Northern Luzon provinces of Pangasinan and La 
Union see NorthRail as essential to their, economic progress and development: it will 
create thousands of rural jobs, raise rural incomes and generate collateral industries. 


Keep politics out of NorthRail’ ` 
| 


| The NorthRail project is already underway, undertaken under the best it poesie 
terms. It should be kept above pertisan politics 
Let's give the Filipino people a legacy: a modern, cheap, safe and ultimately 
efficient mass transport system. 
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Abu Dhabi firm to invest in RP 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


ABU DHABLBASED NMC CONGLOMERATE 
owned by Indian businessman and philan- 
thropist Bavaguttu Raghuram Shetty plans to 
invest in two of the Philippines’ most promis- 
ing sectors—medical tourism and informa 
tion technology. 

В.А. Shetty, who visited the Philippines 
for the first time last week for the opening 
of the Philippine office of NMC subsidiary 
UAE Exchange, said in a briefing that the 
groups top country representative was 
mow scouting for good local hospitals in 
need of additional equity 

‘We are looking into having joint ven- 
tures in some hospitals,” B.R. Shetty said 
ast Friday. “We'll have some equity in an 
existing hospital and upgrade it to the high 
est level 

He said the Philippines could draw more 
medical tourists, for highly specialized 
treatment like kidney transplants, which 
are not allowed in other parts of the world, 


He added the Philippines has the oppe 
tunity to develop a strong medical tourism 
industry like the one in Thailand's capita 
city of Bangkok partly due to the qua 
Filipino labor. 

BR. Shetty, who moved to the United 
Arab Emirates in the 1970s, is the fou 
and CEO of the NMC conglomerate. 

Healthcare is the group's co 
but NMC has diversified into financial ser 

ces, distribution of pharmaceuticals and 
riedical supplies, food, jewelry, hotel and 
realestate and engineering. 

ММС operates eight leading heal 
institutions in the region, includin 
NMC Hospitals in Abu Dhabi, th 
Dubai, one in Bahrain and the New Medical 
Centre in Sharjah. 

Its subsidiary UAE Exchange, is th 
biggest player in the remittance business i 
the United Arab Emirates and one of th 
leading firms in the Middle East 

UAE Exchange accounts for 38 percei 
all inward remittances coming from UAE 
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Gov't to revise economic 
targets for 2008-2010 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMEN 


tasked with setting the government's 
macroeconomic goals and policies. 

Besides the DOR other DBCC тет. 

bers are the Department of Budget and 
Management, National Economic and 
Development Authority and Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

Officials said it was necessary to re- 
roeconomic targets and goals 
st of the Arroyo administra 

as some targets this year 
cen missed. 
port growth target for 2007, 
was set at 11 percent but 
been growing at only sin- 
le-digit levels, 

The peso was assumed to average be 

tween 48 and 50 to a dollar this year, 


but is now much stronger, even by 
ing the 42-mark recently. 

The growth of the overall eco] 
as measured by the gross dor 
product, was expected to hit bed 
6.2and 7.1 percent for 2007. 

But in the first half, actual 
growth already hit 7.3 percen 
strongest in almost two decades. 

Dubai crude price, meanwhile 
assumed to range between $62 ar 
a barrel, but has recently surpass 
$80-a-barrel mark 

The official said the higher-th 
pected price of Dubai crude woy 
taken into account in reviewing t 
flation forecast for 2008, which w 
tially set at 3 to 4 percent: 


Further amplifying Hyundai's global brand presence is the 
resounding approval of customers and experts alike on 
Hyundai vehicles. Based on the Annual Car Reliability 
Survey conducted by Consumer Reports in 2007, Hyun: 
dai scored only 11 points in the Problems-per-100. 
vehicles category, highlighting exceptional consumer con- 
fidence in Hyundai. In the Initial Quality Survey of J.D. 
Power and Associates in 2006, Hyundai was named ‘Best 
Quality ‘non-premium’ car brand", while The Washington 
Post remarked that "Hyundai is one of the fastest-moving 
companies on the global automotive track’, also in 2006. 


Hyundai Hallmarks 
40th Anniversary 


With Global Milestones HYUNDAI 


Drive your way 
Аз early as now, Hyundai is already in high spirits in an 


ticipation of another milestone in its remarkable history 
Оп December 29, Hyundai Motor Company (HMC) wil 
turn another year bolder as it celebrates the 40th anniver- 
sary of its foundation. Hallmarking the brilliance of its 40- 

year legacy in the automotive business is an official dent 


Forty, famous and flourishing 
At40, Hyundai's ac 
Escalating global brand value 


emblem that expresses the spirit of a forward-looking 


progressive organization, adhering to the highest level of he Feruarlcablo a a Hyundai WOES 


les and customer satisfaction, Hyundai outperformed 
т Re 005 standing as its global brand value rose by as 
ecuted with two simple yet elegant calligraphic brush و‎ ассо е much as 17% in 2006, based оп reports from Business: 
strokes, combining elements of past and future into a dy- Hyundai also displayed a constant upward mo- 
namic silhouette of a car. а 


responsiveness and responsibility towards its customers, 
the community, and the environment. The emblem is ex. 


mentum as a competent automotive player as it was 
ranked the world's 6th largest automaker in 200 
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More companies to sell 


shares in '08, 54 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


STMENT BANK FIRST METRO IN. 
ment Corp. of the Metrobank Group ex. 

pects four companies to raise at least P34 

billion in capital through an initial publ 
ing next year. 

FMIC executive vice president Jose Marce- 
lo said Gokongwei-controlled budget airline 
Cebu Pacific plans to push ahead early next 

ith its ТРО, which may raise roughly 
) million for the company. 

FMIC, UBS Group and ING Group have 
been tapped as underwriters for the pro- 
posed offer, proceeds of which would be 
used to finance the expansion of Cebu 
абез fleet. 

side from Cebu Pacific, Marcelo said a 
omerate, which can't be identified 

this time, intends to raise between P12 

and PIS billion to bankroll expansion 


HARI: Double victory 


ys First Metro 


ise, a property company will sell 
art ofits shares to the public to generate 
P2 to P3 billion in new fund 

Another retailing firm is also interested 
to sell P2 to P3 billion worth of shares to 
raise funds for its own expansion activi 
ti 

Marcelo said concerns surrounding sub. 
prime lending problems in the United 
States, which are botherin Asian 
stock markets, may be eased by the first 
quarter next year as investors begin to see 
the extent of the dam: 

This could consequently brighten 
prospects for Asian stock markets in 2008, 
FMIC took part in the market debuts this. 
year of money transfer company iRemit 
Inc. beauty products firm Splash Corp. and 
the share offer of steel products producer 
TKC Steel Corp. 2 


At the other end of the victory spectrum, Hyundai Asia Re- 
sources, Inc. (HARI), the official distributor.of Hyundai ve- 


hicles in the Philippines, made a kingly sweep of 


TAGAYTAY RESIDENTIAL 10 


* 


CANYON WOODS PHASES 2 &3B 


Brgy. San Grego 


LOTAREA MIN. BID PRICE 
1,598,400 
1,620,000 
1,884,600 


2,219,400 


Laurel 
MIN. BID PRICE 
2,689,200 
2,754,000 


LOT AREA 


FOR MORE DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY, 7:00 AM TC 
TEL NOS: B2) 834-9838 V 8940034” 
CELLPHONE NO.: 0921-6722088 


HARI: Keeping customer king 

Currently the country's Top 5 automotive brand, HARI's 
n of the coveted Distributor of the Year award is 

the reaffirmation of HARI's continuing upward momen: 


tum, hallmarked by as much as 
on January to October 2007 СА! 
the same period last 
market share. The improved le 


milestones to reinforce its positioning as a globally сот. 
petitive ally of Hyundai in the automotive industry. 


The first of the victories distinguished HARI for a s 
straight year as Distributor of the Year for the Asia Pacific 
Region during the 2007 Hyundai Motor Global Distribu- 
tors Convention held recently in Hawaii, USA. Hand. 
picked by Hyundai Motor Company from among 19 
Hyundai distributors spread over 7 continents of the 

remarkable sales output and overall dis- gifts, not just 

" tributorship performance were heralded, distingui о ympi Ё оз ipport the 
HARI in the league of Hyundai's best distributors 5 rand. We share our mump 

» а refined and 


ipitated by a 90% loyalty rating for genuine Hyundai 

arts a ies, and by world-class operations that 

have eamed for HARI dealerships the prestigious Elite 
rd in 2006. 


our passion. 
onfident automotive brand, 
fice. 


The second victory was HARI 


in recognition of the exceptional skills of its expert techni 


win of Excellence Awards 
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This holiday 
the joy and comforts of Christmas through a Hyundai 


season, experience 


that you can share with the family all year round. 


Merry Christmas from us at Hyundai, 
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P88.4B in capital raised s 
by listed firms as of Nov. 


Za S7 Es zana < | Follow-onoffers 
санаа accounted for 


Dollar 


= = 
e Um ar more than half 


0.006204 — 0.009216 


1380607 — 2064400 By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


0086529 0.128548 


E 0611490 0909430 THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE SAID. "dt салан 
0682894 101450 43.8947 а record P88.42 billion in fresh capital has Warne Om 
“Singapore Dollar _ бз б been raised so far this year by companies 
Аша Doar 0588695 0.70 through initial public offerings, sale of ad- 
1791002 ditional new shares, issuance of stock rights 
гу and private placements. 
s Most companies tap the capital market to 
iT finance expansion plans. 
 TEENELC NEUE PSE chair Jose Vitug said the amount PE 
raised so far was 57 percent higher than the хо 
1001072. P57.2 billion posted as of end-December E та 
01871 5 2006. 
‘Kroner 0.199306 34 Data from the PSE research department 
Rupee n 007506 2 showed that of the P88.4 billion in capital 
Ringt _ 0199151 0295858 — 128009 raised as of Nov. 23, P49.03 billion was 


8 7 0754428225120 from additional or follow-on offerings of 
NE NEN! A 


UONGM 13980 


(As of November 23,200 
онн нн LOW CLOSE 


з 
1870 1600 
Еті 


ч 
new shares. This was 65 percent higher EHRE 

than the P29.7 billion as of December 2006. TITIES — 
Companies that held follow-on offerings of rrr зш iam 


pinay Marc tie Lebe rar rM rd 


уеш were Filinvest - — 
© ү үү Clubs har es cd 
ETT ion), Rizal Com- 
RE e | mercial Banking 
e 250 Corp. (P5.7 billion), — 

Union Bank of the К 3 

Philippines (P504 Afra ait e. S od 
billion), Alliance d DOE 
Global ine. (21035 
billion), Vista Land 
а Lifescapes Inc. 
(1452 billion), 
Philippine National 
Bank (P5.25 billion) 
and TKC Steel Corp. 
(92.27 billion). 
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IPPs ask gov't to free 
Napocor of fuel role 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 26, 2007 


"The mandate of RA 9136, or the Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act of 2001, was to 
fully privatize Napocor, Pippa said. 

"The bidders to the IPP administrator pri- 
vatization would consider the carving out of 
the fuel procurement function in favor of 
Napocor as a diminution in the value of the 
IPP contract. The winning bidder would as- 
sume a significantly higher isk in selling the ЕЕ 
energy output when it has no control over 
the fuel used for such output as compared to oad up.with Bigger, 


when all aspects of the Napocor contract is Better Benefits! 
assumed by it. Higher risk translates to low- RR EE 


er privatization value," the group said. 

‘The position paper added that the gov- 
ernment, in this case Napocor, should veer 
away from activities that could be carried 
out efficiently by the private sector, “if only 
to avert accusations of having unjustifiable 
interest in such activities." 

Militant group Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan recently filed a case with the Office of 
the Ombudsman, over Napocors alleged irregu- 
aries in procuring coal for IPPoperated plants. 


THE PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENT POWER 
Producers Association (Pippa) is calling on the 
Department of Energy, or the Joint Congres- 
sional Power Commission, to free the National 
Power Corp. from responsibility of buying fuel 
for generation facilities operated by IPPs. 

Pippa president Ernesto Pantangco said 
it would be better for the plant operators 
themselves to purchase ой or fuel for their 
facilities, as this would give them a better 
handle on their risks. 

A Pippa position paper submitted to the 
House committee on energy said allowing 
Napocor to continue getting fuel for ІРР. 
controlled plants was "counter-productive" 
and would likely bring down privatization 
proceeds due the government. 

"The paper also said that limiting the re- 
sponsibilities of the yetto-be-assigned IPP ad- 
ministrators to just marketing the energy out- 
put under Napocors IPP contracts would un- 
ermine the value of such contracts 


P88.4B in capital raised ... 


Holdings Inc, -Remit Inc. and Splash Corp. 

As of November, the total stock rights offer- 
ings—or the sale of stocks to existing or new 
shareholders based оп a ratio of the shares 
they own—spiked 603 percent to P16.03 bil 
lion from P2,28 billion as of end-2006. The 
‘companies that issued stock rights this year 
‘were Megaworld Corp. (P10.8 billion), EEI 
Corp. (P540 million), Alliance Global Group 
(93.3 billion), Unionbank (P265.5 million), 
 Geograce Resources Phils. Inc. (P560 million), 
ISM Communications Corp. (P300 million) 


DP 1 MALTON ur insurance Protection 


Gives you as much as P1,000,000 cash benefits from death due 
to natural causes during the twenty-year protection period. 


9» РРО 
25Р 1 MIDI acciuentat neath Benefit 


Doubles your coverage in case of accidental death. Your 
beneficiaries сап get as much as P2,000,000 in cash! 


35 P 1 ПИОН Hospitalization Benefit 


Get as much as P2,000 as daily cash allowance for your 
hospital stay. Benefits start on the first day of confinement 
whether due to accident or sickness. 


Get More Than Double Your Money... 
255%" guaranteed! 


You get more than double your money at the end of the 
20-year protection period. That’s all the premiums you have 
paid plus interest or a total of 255%" of your investment. 
guaranteed! However, any hospitalization claims made 
during the policy period will be deducted from your 


When it comes to you and your family's 
future, you don't leave anything to chance. 
And theres nothing like being BETTER 
prepared today, so you win over life's 
unforeseen obstacles tomorrow. That's why, 
this is the best time to reload for the Future 
with Insular Life's Money Back Reloaded. 


ا 
Choose the Money Back‏ 
д Reloaded that suits yo‏ | 


Ж TE 5 
GUARANTEED | HOSPITALIZATION 
CASH BENEFITS | Hospitalization 


From page BIO 


and Omico Corp. (P262 million). 

Inthe meantime, the amount raised this year 
through private placements amounted to 
5.53 billion, slightly lower dan the P6.18 bil- 
lion recorded for 2006. 

Companies that were involved in private 
placements this year were Philweb Corp, Ba- 
sic Petroleum Corp, ATR Kim Eng Financial 
Corp. Atlas Consolidated Mining & Develop- 
ment Corp, Philippine Bank of Communica- 
tion, ТКС Steel, Music Corp. IPVG Corp. and 
Lodestar Investment Holdings Corp. 
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Amazing color printer 
lets you “do-it-yourself” 
all printing needs. 


Newsletters, 
Pamphlets 
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DocuPrint C2090 FS 
Color Laser Copier 
Pint Gy Scan Pan 


DocuPrint C525 А 
Color Laser Printer 
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Reload for the Future! Apply today! Here's how: 


1. Fl out the application COMPLETELY & ACCURATELY Pease bring valid 
IDs or send copies of valid IDs together with your application form. 


MONEY BACK RELOADED 
THE INSULAR ПРЕ ASSU 


3. Simply drop by our store at Insular Life Direct 5/F Insular Life Bldg. 
5781 Ayala Ave., Makati City and get your policy in 30 minutes. 


ign and send your application vis: <7) 30. MINUTE 
INCE CO, LTD. PROCES oie rime 


10. BOX 1256 MCPO 0725 MAKATI CITY 
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Get your Money Back Reloaded now! 


“Dec. 6, 2007 


ENROLLMENT EXTENDED: 
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For more information, call Insular Life DIRECT! 


Fax 
E-mail 


892-31-09 * 892-31-71 * 878-1818 local 5403 / 5404 
[Monday to Friday, 800 am to 1200 оп & 100 pm to 400 prn) 
817-31-55 or 892-31-63 (24-Hours) 
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wewinsularife.com.ph 
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Your Store For a Better Life 


may photocopy the MONEY BACK RELOADED Application Form. 
if you need additional copies for other interested applicants. 
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Procurement of Genaralor for PRO ih 
Phiveath Siig Lazatin Bhd. Cy of San Femando 
Diese! Generator ih a 250 KVA Capacity 


Pho 200000000 
Win 90 days aor issuance of Notice o Proceed 


Prospective bidders shoud have experience in undertaking a similar project wile 
Фа ши wo years wh эл amount of al eas! 50% of е proposed project for bing. 
"he Ei CheckScreenng as ней эв he Prolminary Examination of bids sal. 
Use non-discretionary “passal” стега Post quaézaton of he lowest cakutaled tid 
‘hal be conducted. 


A parus relative о Eighty Statement and Screening. В Securty, Peformance 
Securty, Pre Sid Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualiicaton, and Anard of 
Contaci shal be goemad by he реппеп prorsns of RA. 9184 ала ûs implementing 
Rules and Regulations (RR). 


The completo schedule of acis is as falows: 


ГЕТ 
T suana of 88 Documents. 

2 реви Conference 

3 Opening of Bids 

4 B Evan 

5 Ро Олса 
'-Notce of Ана 


Schedule 
Жете 16 lo 78,2007 

November 29, 2007 st 130 РМ 
December 13, 007 а 120 PM 


In accordance withthe provisions cf 
плем | 


е Documents ий be avalable oniy lo prospective bidders upon payment of а пот. 
‘kindle amount of Pep 200000 0 ће Cashier ol PRO II. 


(Sad. PRISCILLA 6. ASUNCION 
Chairperson, PRO It Bids and Awards Commitee 


[EE 


“1 ат the resurrection and the Life, He who believes in Me will five, 


RENT. 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER. 
118716 | 1984371 


DR. VICKY BELO, ONE OF THE. 
leaders in the field of cosmetic 
surgery ап beauty 
enhancement will share 
secrets in success during the 
531* General Membership 
Meeting of the People 
Management Association of the 
Philippines (РМАР) on 
November 28, 2007 at the Hotel 
Intercontinental, Makati City 
The general meeting, which 
will also highlight the 51" 
Annual Elections of the 
association shall play host to a 


Leadership styles for success 


productive learning experience 
to ай attendees on the various 
aspects of leadership for success 
Mr. Henry Tenedero, President 
of the Center for Learning and 
Teaching Styles co-speaks. 
РМАР, in its 51" year, 
continues to be the premier 
organization of human resource 
management practitioners and 
пом also people managers in 
the country. Interested parties 
тау call PMAP at tel nos. 726- 
1581/1588/1532 or email 
pmap@pmap.org ph 


PMAP holds 51* 
annual elections 


THE PEOPLE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
ofthe Philippines (PMAP) vil be holding its 51" 
Annual Elections on Wednesday, November 28, 
2007, at the Hotel Intercontinental, Makati City. 

Coinciding with the elections is ће PMAP. 
531 General Membership Meeting with guest 
speakers Dr. Vicky Belo and Mr. Henry Tenedero 
to speak on different leadership styles for 

Now in its 51“ year, PMAP continues to be the 
leader in the field of human resource and people 
management in the country. Interested parties 
may contact PMAP at Tel. nos. 726-1581/1588/ 
1532 or email pmap@pmap.org ph. 
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GF Traveller's Life Bids, 
490 T. Kalaw St, Ermita, Manila, 
(i front of National Library) 


To serve your advertising 
mess pleat call 


523-5570 (Trunk Line) 
loc. 115 or 116 
528-0213 + 525-7381 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
to our valued advertisers 


PDI Kalaw Branch 


has been transferred to: 


LUNETA PARK 


OBITUARIES 


ТА 


even though he dies, and whoever believes in Ме will never die.” 


— John 11:2526 


ofila Seria m Ree 
sh 


July 30, 1941 – November 22, 2007 


request prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Makati City. 


Memorial Chapel, Makati City. 


Her children, Julius “Jong”, Jennifer “Pinky”, Jasmin; son-in-law 
Vic; grandchildren Juliana and Josh; sister Agustina; brothers Dodong 
and Warlie; nieces S. Mari Murillo, FMM and S. Maryann Soria, SLME 


Her remains lie in state at the Loyola Memorial Chapel, Guadalupe, 


Interment will be on Wednesday, November 28, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Heritage Park, Global City, Taguig, after the Mass at the Loyola 


mercy and grace 


Ravalo and 


repose of his soul. 


Legazpi City. 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


"T vill instruct you and show you the way 
you shall walk, I will counsel you, 
keeping an eye on you." Psalm 328 


JOSE R. RAVALO 


September 19, 1922 — November 23, 2007 
| Зате 
| Department of Education 
| 2 2 
| His bereaved and loving wife, Concordia Rigoroso 
| is children, Elinor (t) and Ramon 
Ep UE m 
Cub Dp eum 
e iE pete 
cpu Dm 
End 
CDU Pe сен 
| friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
| 


His remains lie in state at Funeraria Oro, Rizal Street, 


Interment shall be on Friday, November 30, 2007 at the 
Forest Lake Gardens, Legazpi City after the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass at the Our Lady of the Gate Parish, Daraga, Albay. 
“Lam the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father but through me.” John 14:6 


Death Notice 


DR. MANOLITO SYJUECO GOZON 
September 18, 1936 - Noventer 16 207 
Vinson tiasa i бале octo Home, 726 
‘nal Ave: Tien Машка Cy 
Tees wil tte November 3,207, Watney at 
тушку Саку. Mabon Cy йе бе L00 pm Fon 
Мк coached vy Bins, Diocesan an Regie 
бет) a e ма Barone Pai E 
DR. JAIME ERNESTO B. ВАЗА 
Make 1%0 Nor. 12 2T | 
ны му He и Chapel Guinea, F закан, 
дз ee. безш Cy, wing on ноту a 26 
E pa teaa pan Nans on Ror 2A asta 
Teres will be оп Now. 37, 2007 at Himlayang 


M Tag son ee E 
Ae obitaary with 
apiotare can be a fitting 
tribale to your departed fared ore. 
Always caring. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
ө Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


HEAD OFFICE _ 


897-8808 899-4425 
loc. 514,516 897-8425 (Telefax) 


912-9008 to 11 
(Aurora) 


MAKATI 


892-5578 * 811-4361 
811-4370 


MEGAMALL 


635-0219 
635-0220 


528-0213 
525-7381 
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By Tina Агсео-Ритіао 


THE BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE 1S- 
lands has grown to become the 
country’s third largest banking and 
financial institution largely due to 
its long term and productive rela- 
tionships with top corporations, 
small and medium scale enterprises 
and high net worth individuals. 
But while BPI continues to find 
‘ways to keep and strengthen its hold 
on traditional, lucra- 
tive markets, it has not 
left the small borrow- 
ers behind, especially 
rural cooperatives and 
mongovernment organizations. 
ВРІ Foundation, the social devel- 
opment arm of the bank, started the 
bal rolling in 1989 when it 
launched a program in aid of NGOs 
and cooperatives called the Einanc- 
ing Assistance Line. 


Loans paid back on time 

Over P56 million has been lent to 
NGOs under the FAL facility, and 
the money has benefited 41 cooper- 
atives and about 2,000 microenter- 
prises. The foundation does not 
Rave any problems getting its mon- 
ey back for practically all borrowers 
settle their loans on time. 

Realizing the power of microfi- 
nance to help alleviate poverty in 
the countryside, BPI took over the 
microfinance lending operations of 
the foundation and set up in 2005 a 
Separate microfinance unit under 
the corporate banking division. 

“(The microfinance unit] is the 
best manifestation of our commit- 
ment to corporate social responsi- 
bility, having mainstreamed miero- 
finance into the core business of the 
bank,” said Josaias T. dela Cruz, ВРІ 


CORPORATE 
CITIZEN 


vice president for microfinance. 
“And we intend to expand it.” 

Its main line is the wholesale in- 
stitutional loan that used to finance 
the working capital requirements of 
microfinance institutions that have 
demonstrated at least a three-year 
track record in microfinance. 


Microfinance leader 

BPI is already the leader in microfi- 
nance among private commercial 
banks, with over Р450 
million in ready credit 
for microfinance lend- 
ing to rural and thrift 
banks, ‘cooperatives, 
NGOs and people's organizations. 

Microfinance lending represents 
justa small part of BP's loan portío- 
lio. But the Ayala-controlled bank 
remains bullish about its prospects, 
which is why the bank expects to in- 
crease its microfinance lending fa- 
cility to at least P600 million. 

“Microfinance is proven in terms 
of poverty alleviation, and the mi- 
crofinance institutions that have 
been lending over the past two 
decades have come up to scale and 
are now able to access more funds 
from the commercial banks," Dela 
Cruz said. "Many of them are poised 
to expand their own operations," 

BPI, through BPI Foundation, is 
helping these institutions do just 
that by providing them with devel- 
opmental capacity-building loans, 
which are earmarked for training 
and computerizing operations. 

‘This is to enable them to improve 
their services to the micro borrow- 
ers who come to them for help. 


Partnerships 
BPI has also partnered with the 
‘Ateneo Development Studies Pro- 


As bad loans are cleaned ир... 


tion, such as discounted payoff 
settlement, refinancing pro- 
grams based on capacity to pay 
or voluntary surrender (dacion 
еп pago) for those no longer in- 
terested in the mortgaged prop- 
епу" the letter said. 


Repossessed 

Maravilla said he was taken 
aback by the demand letter. 

“How could they repossess 
my house when 1 am current 
with all my payments?" he said 
in an interview. “Our employer 
withholds the monthly pay- 
ments and remits it to NHM- 
Fo” 

Maravilla added that, before 
being informed of the transfer, a 
representative of BFS visited his 
house unannounced to conduct 
ап ocular inspection of the 
property without giving him an 
inkling of the impending trans- 
action. 

"We were surprised by all 
this,” he said in Filipino. 

Unfortunately — Maravilla's 
sad plight with BFS is, by no 
means, unique. 

In recent years, close to P100 
billion worth of supposedly 
"bad loans" have been sold off. 
by banks and financial institu 
tions to so-called “vulture 
funds” (an industry term) like 
BFS whose main goal is to make 
a profit from either reviving 
delinquent loans or making 
money by selling off foreclosed 
properties. 


Alarming proportions 

То be exact, data from the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) show that some P97 bil- 
lion worth of bad assets have 
been sold off under the first in- 
carnation of the Special Pur- 


07 inflation ... 


Also, pressures from rising oil 
prices were tempered by the pe- 
50's substantial rise against the 
US dollar since the start of the 
year. 

"The sharp appreciation of the 
peso, Asia's best performing 
currency this year, has tem- 
pered the spike in local gasoline. 
prices by about P2 from Jan- 
шагу to October, based on a BSP 
report recently presented to 
Malacafiang 

‘The average savings for both 
diesel and unleaded gasoline 
‘were based on the рево? rise in 
terms of weighted average in 
the first 10 months. 

‘The BSP report presented 
quantifiable evidence on how 
the peso's strength helped the 
country withstand the inflation- 
ary impact of soaring global oil 
prices. 

Because of the benign infla- 


pose Vehicle (SPV) Act of 2002, 
meant to unburden banks of 
their massive bad loan portfo- 
lios that had reached alarming 
proportions. 

‘Another P32 billion worth of 
loans have also been moved to 
shell companies pending better 
market conditions that would 
allow their buyers to profit from 
the bad loans. 

In an interview, BSP Deputy 
Governor Nestor Espenilla said 
as much as P100 billion more in 
bad loans would likely be sold 
to SPVs under the auspices of 
the revised SPV Law. 

In general, this is good news 
for regulators who have tried 
unsuccessfully for years to coax 
banks into lending more to the 
credit market to spur economic 
activity. 


Easing the strain 

Before the SPV Law, the 
banking system held almost 
500 billion worth of unpro- 
ductive assets, leaving them 
with little cash to lend to hous- 
ing loan borrowers. 

"By and large, the SPV 
scheme has been successful in 
easing the strain on the finan- 
cial system,” Espenilla said. 

But for small borrowers like 
Maravilla, their problems may 
be just beginning. 

‘According to him, he had an 
outstanding balance of P167,000 
with the NHFMC before his obli- 
gation was sold to BFS. 

“When I approached BFS for 
clarification, they gave me the 
runaround and told me that I 
now owed them P184,000," he 
said. “After paying faithfully for 
almost eight years, how could 
that happen?" (To be conclud- 
ed) 


From page BI 


tion outlook through next year, 
the BSP was able to reduce its 
interest rates thrice this year, 
hitting record lows. 

Some analysts believe that 
the central bank is in a position 
to further cut key rates next 
year. 

‘At present, the  BSPs 
overnight borrowing rate is at 
5.5 percent, and its lending rate 
at7.5 percent—the lowest rates 
since the independent central 
bank was created in 1993. 

‘The BSP has reduced each 
rate by 25 basis points over the 
last two months. 

‘Also, the BSP may again de- 
cide to ease its key policy rates 
because of the slowdown in the 
growth of broad money supply, 
"which fell below the 20 percent 
threshold set by monetary du- 
thorities їп support of inflation 
targets. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


б BusiNESS 
Bank leads microfinance effort for small traders 


gram to help upgrade the skills and 
services of the partner institutions, 

Dela Gruz said that, under the 
partnership, Ateneo provides the 
training while BPI takes care of part. 
of the logistics and marketing. 

‘The training is held every month and 
the leaming series has gone to Manila, 
Cebu, Davao, Albay and Zamboanga, 

"Every month, Ateneo runs a mi- 
crofinance course under various 
topics, such as governance and 
product development," Dela Cruz 
said. "The most popular so far is on 
portfolio delinquency.” 

In addition, BPI has forged patt 
nerships with local and internation- 
al development-oriented organiza- 
tions that provide guarantees and 
technical help to MFIs. These in- 
clude Grameen Foundation USA 
and CordAid ofthe Netherlands. ¥ 


$3.5 million in guarantees: `“ 

BPI is also in talks with-other for- 
eign commercial banks and intema» 
tional organizations to: provide an 
additional $3.5 million jaran- 
tees to Philippine MFIs- 

Itis hoped that, by improving the 
finances and strengthening the ca- 
pabiliies and skills of microfinance 
institutions, more Filipinos” will. 
have access to badly needed'cipital 
with which to operate a business. 

So far, the BPI microfinance pro- 
gram has reached over 144,000 re- 
tail borrowers and indirectly bene- 
fited 720,000 Filipinos. 

“Ultimately, the goal for BPI is to 
be the leader in enhancing the access 
of MFIs throughout the country to fi- 
mancing, microfinance training, and 
business solutions, and thus expand 
the reach of microfinance to majority 
of Filipinos who would benefit from 
it,” the bank said in a statement. 


‘THE BANK of the Philippines, through BPI Foundation, gets experts to help improve the 
> skills of partner organizations involved in microfinance. 
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ALLIN-ONE LCD PCI 
ade LCD Monitor 


check-out 

STOP an our offer! 
& Space Saving 
If Low Power Consumptior 
A "us E Less Cabling 

жер Compact, Stylish, Portable 
card reader Zero Noise and Low Heat 
Rf Complete Connectivity 


SPECIAL OFFER! 
Buy 3 EVOLVE All-in-One PC, and get a FREE! 
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Lenovo" recommends Windows Vista® Business. 


THE PRICE IS RIGHT. 
THE TIME IS RIGHT NOW. imam 


Visit the Lenovo Booth. | inside" 
Nov 15-21; SM North Edsa, The Block, Villman Computer Systems, Inc. 
Nov 22-28: SM Megamall, Silicon Valley Computer Center. 


Centrino 


Duo 


FREE Microsoft® 3- m-t Mouse 
worth Php 4,445 with select Lenovo Notebook purchases* 
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Rechargeable « 168 Memory « Bluetooth 
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Php 39,395 pros 


Internet Security Suite 


“Register now and protet your Lovo wilh FREE 6 mnths Меде internat Security Sule. 
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GREENBELT 
EXCELSIOR 


At Greenbelt Excelsior, experience Макан 
glamorous Greenbelt district in a friendly 
new light. Have intimate knowledge of 
the city's most charming secrets. From a 
carefully planned network of pedestrian 
streets and the fastest routes to work. 

To a multitude of classy shops and 
restaurants and exciting leisure offerings. 
‘And in the comfort of your lavish home, 
discover first-rate fitness amenities perfect 
for healthy recreation. 

Whether you're getting around, getting ahead or simply basking in the luxury of 
your privileged lifestyle, Greenbelt Excelsior makes each day infinitely satisfying, 


Joint Venture Portner: 


Choose from executive studios to three-bedroom suites d. 
pre-furnished with home appliances and dining/bedroom sets. 
Greenbelt Chancellor / Greenbelt Excelsior Showroom and Information Centre 
{Open dally from 9 am to 10 pm) « B-mail: mebd-sleservcesumegewerldcorp.com 

For inquiries, please call (62) 886-4220 / (632) 856-4221» Cell No. (0918) 313-7409 The CP Group 
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Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


PRESIDENT 
Macapagal- 
Arroyo 


congratulates 
Zest-O chair 
Alfredo Yao for 
winning the 
‘Asean Business 
Award for 
Innovation, first 
time for the 


From plastic wrappers 
toAsean’s most 


admired firm 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


ALFREDO M. YAO STARTED HIS 
business career with printing cellophane 
wrappers for food products. But a visit to а 
trade exhibit in Germany in 1979 changed 
his path. 

Yao, the chair of Zest-O Corp., recently 
adjudged a Most Admired Asean Enterprise 
during the inaugural Asean Business 
‘Awards, was introduced to the then new 
technology in packaging called the “doy 
pack," in Germany. 

Most consumers these days take doy 
pack which consumers take for granted as 
опе of the standards in packaging bever 
ages and other food products. But at that 
time, it was the first time that the airtight 
foil containers were used. 

Yao saw the potential in doy packs and 
invested in a machine 

Unfortunately, juice manufacturers back 
home did not buy the idea. 

Left with а seemingly useless equipment, 
Yao decided to produce his own home 
made juice products which were formulat- 
ed literally in his own kitchen. 

‘A year later, Zest-O was launched with 
what was then an unusual packaging that 
caught the publics interest. Sales were 
boosted with the Filipino consumers’ col- 
lective colonial memory, as many then 
thought the drink was imported. The intro- 
ductory price however was lower than the 
other drinks contained in tetra bricks. 

Launched in 1980, Zest-O's annual sales 
have grown to reach P2.6 billion in 2004 
with a total asset of P450 million. 

‘Today, there are a total of 12 different 
Zest-O flavors which include fruit sodas, 
purees, and kitchen condiments. Zest-O al- 
so produces popular products like One Tea, 
‘Sunglo juice drink, Big 250 juice drink, and 
latest acquisition Plus! juice drinks, which 
allows it to claim an 80-percent share of the 
ready-to-drink juices market. 

‘The company also exports mango puree 
to China, Australia, New Zealand, Korea, 
Singapore, the United States and Europe. 
Tt also produces canned sodas with flavors 
ranging from root beer to cola as well as 
the popular fruit sodas where it made its 
mark. 

From the original 20 employees working 
in a small corner of Yao's original company, 
Zest-O now employs over 3,000 workers in 
various offices and facilities nationwide. 

‘The popularity of Zest-O fruit drinks has 
even penetrated the fashion industry 
Handbags made of recycled Zest-O packs 


are exported to many countries 
‘The award-winning packaging that drink 


manufacturers initially rejected has be | 


come a symbol ofthe Filipino's ingenuity. 

In a phone interview, Zest-O chair Alfre- 
do M. Yao said the award was not only a 
recognition conferred to his firm but to all 
Filipinos whom he described as a "very in- 
novative people. 

"Zest-O was just a bridge, a tool for th 
international community to appreciate ou 
excellence as a nation," Yao told Business 
Inquirer. 

He added that the award represented 47 
years of hard work and gave Zest-O more 
‘confidence in pursuing further growth. 

“I realize that responsibility comes with 
the award, and this should not only encour- 
age me to do better but rather for me to be a 
man for others,” Yao said. "(We will strive 
for Zest-O to) serve as an inspiration to the. 
many other Philippine and Asean business- 
men to emulate." 

According to the Asean Business Adviso- 
ту Council which sponsored ће awards to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the regional 
bloc, Zest-O bested two rivals in the innova- 
tion category for its investment in research 
and development to add value to its prod- 
uct and acquire new approaches and prod- 
uct services. 

‘The awards, which also cited outstand- 
ing Southeast Asian firms in the categories 
of growth, employment and corporate so- 
cial responsibility were given out last week 
during the closing ceremony of the Sth 
Asean Business & Investment Summit іп 
Singapore. 

"The awards are tribute to, and recogni- 
tion of the most outstanding homegrown 
companies," said Low Sin Leng, chair of the 
awards body. “These companies serve as 
shining role models for other enterprises in 
Asean.” 

The other three awardees were Singa- 
pore Telecommunications Ltd. for growth; 
CapitalLand Ltd. (also of Singapore) for 
employment category; and Indonesia's PT 
Kalbe Farma for CSR. 

“They embody the very vigor and spirit of 
‘Asean businesses and our entrepreneurs, as 
well as the immense potential of the region 
to compete and prosper going forward,” 
she added. 

Also, Abac chair Robert Yap said he was 
very optimistic the awards will encourage 
enterprises to continuously pursue new 
and creative ways of elevating their brand 
names, as Asean rapidly pushes forward in 
its integration into the global economy. 


Conference. ' 4 


BILL Shepherd, business development manager for Asia Pacific of the Environmental | 
Systems Research Institute (ESRI) of California, discusses updates and direction of ESRI | 
technology and the launching of ArcGIS 9.3 during the 2007 Philippine ESRI GIS User 
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* 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited* 
* 3 Camera Phones, 3 Lines 
* 750** FREE texts to other networks 


All for 999/month!*** 
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| SAMSUNG mobile 


* For local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts only. 
** When enrolled in Call & Text Unlimited. 
***' 24-month holding period. 


SAMSUNG X510 
* Connect with family and friends anywhere through SMS and MMS. 
* Capture your favorite images with its VGA camera with zoom. 
+ Enjoy surfing the web through its WAP feature. 
* Converse easily with its built-in handsfree. 
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THREE DECADES AGO, I WAS 
їп your seat in this same venue 
anxiously waiting to take my 
oath while the guest speaker 
rambled through his “rags to 
riches" life story. To be fair, his 
story had many interesting 
twists but inspiration was the 
least of my needs at that time. 
My thoughts were of the uncer- 
tain future that lay ahead and I 
was very pre-occupied with the 
fear that might notland a good 
Job. It did not help that I was 
starting off with some bragging 
rights earned by hurdling the 
treacherous CPA exam. 

What is the СРА title worth? 
Аз а badge of affirmation, it 
gives you front door access into 
the complex world of business. 
It puts you in the express lane, It 
makes the first few steps a lot 
easier, It gives you that prover- 
bial “twice to beat” advantage. 
But you can't expect it to do 
much more for you the moment 
you get past the door. Inside is 
either a bed of roses or a snake's 
pit, depending on what glasses 
you wear. 

lam not here to regale you 
with a heart-rending tale of 
how I struggled against poverty 
asa young boy There is enough 
of that stuff in the evening 
soaps on television. Even my 
children who are about your 
age have grown tired of these 
poor boy stories. At dinner, 
whenever I would talk about 

how difficult it was in my time, 
they would turn nonchalant 
and dismissively quiet, I know 
that in their minds, they are qui- 
tly saying, "Yeah, right.” 

Let us instead get real by talk- 
ing about the cold, impersonal 
world of business, the same 
‘world that you have plunged in- 
to. If youre not careful, you 
might geta glimpse of what you 

Zare up against. "Forewarned is 
forearmed” so they say Itis bet 
terto goto war with a good idea 
of the terrain and a clear picture 
of your enemy Here is some un- 
solicited advice. 

Advice no. 1: Learn to deal 
with an uneven playing field. 
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Have you heard of the saying, 
"Some are more equal than oth- 
ers?” The harsh truth is that we 
all enter the business world with 
varying weaponry. Some are 
more armed than others. We 
fight with what we have. Instead 
of complaining about lack of 
bullets, it is far more productive 
to pick ones targets and fire 
high-quality shots. Let me give 
you an actual example from my 
‘own experience. In my first few 
years as a banker, I worked as an 
account officer selling the de- 
posit products of the bank I 
made cold calls, knocked at 
doors, introduced myself and 
tried to convince people to de- 
posit money with my bank. t 
was a tough job for me but it 
didn’t seem tough in the begin- 
ning for my colleagues who 
were wealthy, well-connected 
and had the right surnames. 
They would simply call up their 
“titas” and “titos” who had mon- 
ey flowing out of their ears and 
voila, they would meet their 
quotas! It was pretty much like 
this during our first six months 
together. By the seventh month, 
their party was over. The family 
wealth was no longer enough to 
fill the ever-increasing sales quo- 
tas. It was time for honest-to- 
goodness selling. Suddenly, the 
Scale had tipped in favor of those 
who had the humility and the 
thick face to knock at doors of 
non-relatives. 

Don't get me wrong. It is not 
asin to be wealthy. If excellent 
pedigree gives you competitive 
advantage, well and good. Just 
remember that while wealth 
and connections can put you 
ahead in round one, you will 
eventually need to settle down 
and pound the pavement like 
the rest if you want to protect 
your head start. If you are not 
wealthy and well-connected, 
don't lose heart. Make up for 
your handicap with “old-fash- 
oned" perseverance. Try your 
best to stay within striking dis- 
tance in round one and seize 
the momentum when your 
handicap has disappeared. Be- 
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lieve me, the "old boys club" is 
no match against those who 
diligently do their homework 
and execute their plans with 
deadly consistency. 

The playing field is never 
even. In fact, is if often lopsided 
because extemal influences 
have a unique way of influenc- 
ing business decisions. I need 
not even talk about fraternities, 
religious affiliations, geograph- 
ic origins, and, believe it or not, 
gender preferences. 

‘Advice по. 2: There are no 
right and wrong occupations. 

You need to choose the occu- 
pation that suits your core com- 
petence and your personal incl 
nations. Because this occupa 
tion is what your heart desires 
and what your mind and body 
does best, it will make you hap- 
ру and you will create so much 
value in this world. Economists 
call this your “comparative ad- 
vantage.” If you deviate from 
your comparative advantage, 
уош will end up so miserable in 
your old age thinking about all 
the fun that you missed. 

Ifyou feel that you are in your 
elements inside the classroom, 
by all means teach. If you be- 
lieve that entrepreneurial risk 
and reward is what drives your 
adrenalin, go into business. If 
employment is your calling, take 
ajoband do it well 

There is no pecking order 
when it comes to job signifi- 
cance. It is not true that being 
employed makes you contribute. 
less to society and to the econo- 
my than being an entrepreneur. 
Mother Teresa and Mahatma 
Gandhi were not entrepreneurs 
but did more to enhance hu- 
manity than many of those who 
get written about in Fortune and 
Forbes. Your contribution to so- 
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ciety and to the economy is the 
‘sum total ofall the good that you 
have created less all the damage 
that you have inflicted. You may 
have created hundreds of thou- 
sands of jobs as an industrialist 
butif you have in the process de- 
prived this government of the 
Tight taxes, bled your suppliers 
dry shortchanged your cus- 
tomers, and underpaid your 
workers, you cannot even begin. 
то compare yourself with an of- 
fice worker who diligently goes 
to work, gives his employer а 
fair shake, performs his best, 
and lives within his modest 
‘means. One's real worth is calcu- 
lated no differently from the tra- 
ditional accounting definition of 
net worth: Assets minus liabi 
Чез. 

‘An occupation should not de- 
fine you. You should define 
The passion, the creative think- 
ing, and the hard work that you 
put into an occupation will de- 
fine it Remember that boxing 
was a brutal sport until Muham- 
mad Ali re defined it into a grace- 
ful dance. Golf was a lazy game 

old men until Tiger Woods 
made it an exact science. Revolu- 
tons were bloody until Filipinos 
made it a picnic. Politics was a 
noble profession until some peo- 
ple made it entertainment. 

Whatever occupation you get 
into, be not afraid to re-invent 
yourself. For many years, the ac- 
Counting profession struggled 
to remake itself after waking up 
to the fact that the world had 
changed and that our long-held 
notions of fair reporting had to 
keep up with the evolving busi- 
ness realities. One does not 
need to be thrust into a li 
threatening situation before г 
inventing himself, he only 
needs to be excited by the new 
role that he will assume. Th 
best financial controller who 
‘worked for me was not even а 
CPA. He was not even an ac- 
countant by profession. He was 
ап engineer But he totally 
transformed himself into a fi- 
nancial controller because he 
saw in that role a lot of thrills 
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and joys that many who went to 
accounting school could not 
see. 

Advice no. 3: Preserve your 
brand and your intrinsic qual- 
ity, no matter what. 

Your brand is not what you 
say about yourself but what 
your intrinsic quality exudes. 
‘There are many companies who 
talk incessantly about service 
quality even if your real-life en- 
counters with them are enough 
to make your blood boil. Many 
politicians are notorious be- 
cause they often preach things 
that they don't do. In other 
words, they live a double life 
like schizophrenics. Before you 
even start acquitting the non- 
politicians, think twice. Moral 
decay is as alive in the corporate 
world as it is in public service. 
Yet some companies would 
make themselves ош as 
guardians of societal good by 
tooting their homs noisily 
about their philanthropic and 
“social responsibility” pro- 
grams. When juxtaposed with 
the way they commoditize la- 
bor the way they creatively 
weave out of legitimate tax obli- 
gations, and the way they “out- 
and-out” frustrate the market 
through their anti-competitive 
behavior, all that breast-beating 
falls flat on its face. 

Many individuals that inhabit 
both the corporate world and 
the entrepreneurial arena have 
been infected by the propagan- 
да fever, the struggle to put up a 
cute face because of their fail- 
ure to preserve their fundamen- 
tal goodness. Ifyou want to find. 
them, read the stories of the 
great global giants whose CEOs 
were educated in Ivy League 
schools, moved around in re- 
spected social circles and sat in 
the boards of well-known chari- 
table foundations, yet undid 
themselves by committing the 
most sordid corporate fraud 
and malpractice. This tidal 

е of human folly in what 
has given rise to the tsunami of 
governance reform sweeping 
the world today. But my fearless 
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forecast is that all these gover- 
nance reforms will fail unless 
‘we focus on the true source of 
flawed governance: a flawed 
character. 

At the end of the day the only 
sustainable competitive advan- 
tage is good character, It allows 
you to stay in the race because 
people do not write you off nor 
deprive you the benefit of the 
doubt по matter how many 
times you have lost in the past 
Yes, it has many short-term 
costs, not the least of which is 
the disadvantage one suffers 
against players who have по 
qualms about playing dirty who 
are not morally convicted at all 
when they i, cheat and steal. In 
my own career, I have been 
tempted many times to stray 
and give these dirty rivals a dose 
of their own medicine. After all, 
my friends would always tell 
me, “nice men finish last.” Fortu- 
nately circumstances have inter- 
Vened in a strange way, prevent- 
ing me from dishing out my own 
version of Machiavellianism. On 
hindsight, I now know that peo- 
ple need not be saved by cireum- 
stances if only they had the 
courage to keep their intrinsic 
goodness, and thus, their brand. 

That, ladies and gentlemen 
of the accounting profession, is 
my unsolicited advice. FT made 
sense, allow me to leave this 
hail with my limbs intact. If I 
did not, T can forgive the ab- 
sence of applause, the noncha- 
lant pose and the dismissive si- 
Тепсе. [would know then thatin. 
your minds, you are sending me 
home with that all too familiar 
“Yeah, right!” 

(Speech delivered by the au- 
thor during the oath-taking of 
the new CPAs sponsored by 
Board of Accountancy, Profes- 
sional Regulation Commission 
and Picpa at the PICC on Nov. 
20, 2007. The author is chair of 
the MAP committee on corporate 
social responsibility and presi- 
dent and CEO of Chinatrust 
(Phils) Commercial Bank Corp.. 
Feedback at 
mapsecOglobenet.com ph) 
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‚ "My daughter is a special child in more ways than one." 
S --- Jeff Rodriguez, Alabang 


THE FIRST THING THAT IS * E 
evident about Rajendra : ES ANE TUM 
Pangkrekar, president and Ў 
country manager of Eric- | 
sson Philippines, is his 
sense of. larity—a 
clear vision of the 
goal and an equally 
assured approach 
to getting there. His 
В a confidence " = Боз as ё е не Е 
ле а -stron å Á sia sere сае ы 
кж pred блемовл x р aad 
sterling results. More es- PANGKREKAR 
sentially, it is the product of 
an unstinting adherence to “T walk the floors—I make 
Ericsson's core values, which sure I know everyone in the * 
have served as invaluable organization, if not by name, 
guideposts. by face,” he says. “I have ап 
"Management philoso- open-door policy where any- 
phies come and go—butitis опе can come in and talk 
our core values that have en- about anything under the 
sured that Ericsson has sun.” 
thrived and survived,” he ` He has also instituted а 
says. Effective leadership healthy, and in today’s world 
styles, which in пип. empow- of electronic communica- 
‘er and energize staff are nat- tions, somewhat unconven- 
ural products of such core tional office etiquette. 
values, he adds "I insist people to pick up 
Elaborating on his person- the phone instead of writing 
al beliefs on leadership, Raj e-mails to ‘cover them 
lists three main characteris- selves,” he says. "When some- 
tics ofa good leader. опе writes me an e-mail, sit- 
"A good leader should be ting within the building, I ask 
thoroughly respectful of histo see them and ask them to 
environment, he begins, “А tell me the contents of their e- 
leader should also be open- mail over the phone or in per- 
minded, flexible and adapt- son. Because ofthat, the staff 
able. And last but not least, has started to trust each oth- 
he should be able to rally а ers words more. We have 
‘whole organization behind a enough reports to generate 
common cause.” lots of electronic communica- 
For Raj, galvanizing an en- поп” 
tire organizationisanachiev- ^ But, as Raj says, talk is 
ablefeatonceoneidentifiesa cheap—its the results of 
dear goal and remains con- management strategies that 
sistent with his decision mak- count. And in this regard, the 
ing and execution. Philippines hasn't done’ too 
“For us, the goal is to en- poorly at all. It has been one 
sure business growth and a of the fastest growing and 
stable organizational envi- most profitable markets in 
ronment, which each and ev- Southeast Asia for Ericsson in 
ery employee is proud to be the last two years. 
part of” he elaborates. So what keeps this ener- 
Among the essential tools to getic president going? True to 
achieving this was a combi- form, it is a simple and pow- 
nation of clearly communi- erful reward that drives Вај, 
a goals and КЕЯ теа much like what underlies his ccm 
fama Gandhi as among the шеру me geste avout | The Manila Doctor Hospital СЫМ Newrosience Centr ita midi feliy ina e | M A NTLA 
world's leaders that he most my work is watching how it hospital setting dedicated to giving quality care to children with special needs. The center takes 
admires, he says: "Gandhi changes peoples lives in a a holistic approach offering affordable molti-specialty diagnostic and interventional services to patients, DOCTORS 
had a clear vision of a positive way” he says. and support programs to families for them to cope with their children’s special concerns in order to give them 
ing independence for India Ericsson is helping shape | quay he HOSPITAL 
by using non-violence means. mobile and broadband Inter- d 
‘Additionally, his physical im- net communications through WORLD-CLASS CARE WITHIN YOUR REACH | Motrobank Group 
авчу of simplicity was а its continuous technology 
strong symbol of his ideals.” leadership and providing in- Contact us now for more information: (02) 524-3011 loc. 4526 - www.maniladoctors.com.ph * info@maniladoctors.com.ph 
It is extremely important for novative solutions in more 
all involved to have a feeling than 140 countries 
of pride and iden- 
т themselves EMS Ae 
with а worth- * 
while cause ; 
“Everyone is 
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[мее all staff 
te spend one and a 
шї days “locked 
'up. (not literally) 
in a room" to ad- 
dress critical is. 
'Sues, an initiative 
that’ encourages 


im the 
company to set a 
‘good example, he 


^. says, adding that 
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бш "e A e" East West 
Bank's new president 


NTONIO MONCUPA JR. 
A= executive vice presi- 
dent and chief finance officer 
of Intemational Exchange Bank 
(which was acquired by Union Bank 
of the Philippines in 2006), was ap- 
pointed president of East West Bank- 


ing Corp. on Sept. 16, 2006. 
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Because opportunity кое 


but once. Because each дау i 


is meant to be seized. Because | 
‘only have this one life. And 
with it, just one chance to do 

what | really want, 


That holds true even at my age. 
Even now that cell regeneration 
- the body's ability to repair itself, 
has slowed down. That's why | eat 
ight and rest well. And | take 


“HavitAll Multivitamins. It has the. 


right combination of vitamins that 


"help enhance normal cell 


regeneration - to keep my body 
functioning at optimum levels: 
So i can take on whatever passion 

strikes me next. 


! say, if you want to do 
something, do it now! Or you 
may never get to do it at all. 


THE NEXT YOU ss. 


[MULTIVITAMINS & MINERALS 
ENHANCES NORMAL CELL REGENERATION 


IMONCUPA JR. 


Опе of his first acts when he took over the 
helm was to translate the boards broad agenda 
into a five-year strategic growth plan for East 
‘West Bank. This interview provides an insight in- 
totharplan, 

What is the fiveyear strategic plan oll 


{ about? 


For the past two years, the bank has been re- 
viewing the best way to attain its desired scale 
and efficiency levels, The result is a decision for 
the bank to choose its market segments instead of 
being a bank for ай. The bank must concentrate 
its resources and avoid diffusing із energies to 
compete effectively. We have also decided that 
customer service will be our value proposition. 
We have crafted a new vision and strategy state- 
ment to articulate this decision: ‘A world-class 
bank anchored on service excellence in its chosen 
markets.” This new vision statement embodies 
the seeds of our new strategy, which is to focus 
and differentiate. We will focus on well-defined 
market segments and differentiate through excel- 
Jent customer service. 

‘What will be the bank’s chosen market seg- 
ments? 

"The money is really in business. We have iden- 
tified the corporate middle markets and individu- 
als in the upper segiments—or those in the A, B 
and upper C—as our primary target fr our liabil- 
ity or deposit business. On the asset side, we will 
‘ater to corporate middle markets and select con- 
Sumer segments. With these market segments, it 
follows that the bank will be moving toward cash 
management, corporate loans, trade йпапсе, 
consumer ending, and fixed income distribution 
business. 

‘What about your differentiation strategy? 

We strive to put a meaning to customer ser- 
vice. Big companies tend to lose touch with their 
customers and begin to see them as ust numbers 
ona page. Yer there Б no accounting formula that 
will tell just how important is keeping your cus- 
tomers happy. We are determined to get cus- 
tomer service down to a scence. 

How do you do that? 

This is about attitude, skills, and infrastructure. 
Slogans and clichés wont work. Everything must 
be consistent. The most senior people must lead 
and live what customer service is all about. We 
will undergo the same raining, follow the same 
script and procedures as everybody else, While 
we could put all these in a box, we know that in 
the end, our attitude will radiate to our cus- 
tomers. This Б one thing we will be rigid about. 

"We need to develop a customer-centric cul- 
ture. This requires sales and service processes that 
spell out the things we should do—from account 
prospecting to account maintenance—down to 
the scripts, the timing. We gather everyone and 
exchange ideas in a contact sales clinic and ask 
“How did you get this account? What was your 
experience like? What was the customer’ reac- 
tion?” Then we give them taining on handling 
customer complaints. You have to go out and 
meet prospective clients. Some people will suc- 
ceed, some will not. So you ask what made them 
succeed, what made them fil, then you get them 
together and talk about itso people lea. 

Ifthe customer comes back, you succeeded; if 
mot there must be something wrong. 

How do you know if the strategy is paying 
otiso far? 

‘The only articulare affirmation of whether or 
not we are on the right rad are the results. We 
are discovering latent capabilities that were just 
‘waiting to be tapped. For instance, in a ot of 
ways, the new guys who manned our new 
branches have raised the bar of performance. Our 
people saw that the vision we set out to do îs pos- 
sible and аг they could do it. The resul? In the 
Tast nine months, the bank has already grown Бу 
about a third—something our people have лог 
heard of in the past. Ош CASA levels doubled 
and have grown by more than 40 percent in the 
frst half of 2007. 

‘We were able to reduce our deposit costs sig- 
nificantly while increasing deposits. We expect to 
increase our net interest income by around P450. 
million this year 

Does size still matter? 

‘Theres no other way (butto be big). There isa 
critical mass you need to gain efficiency, In this 
business, you have to have around P75 billion to 
P100 billion for you to get a retum of 18 percent 
то 20 percent. Whether you area P25 -bilion ora 
P100-bilion bank, there wil oniy be опе presi 
dent, one head of treasury one head of branches, 
One HR head, one head of accounting ... So if you 
could spread the cost of this overhead on a wider 
base, on a per peso basis, it will come out smaller 

You also need a certain critical mass to reach 
your customers. You need about 100 to 120 
brancheşand be in key areas. 
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Pinoy kids wield P37-B spending power 


Study shows influence of digital technology 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


CARTOON NETWORK THIS WEEK 
unveiled the results of its latest study on 
Filipino children and their lifestyles rë- 
vealing how they now enjoy greater ac- 
cess to digital technologies and play in 
the consumer and environmental space. 

According to the New Generations 
Philippines 2007 survey, the so-called 
tweenies—kids seven to 14 years old are 
true "digital natives," consuming media 
for entertainment and social network- 
ing, and are in the know about trends 
and issues—including computer and 
video games, and concem for global 
warming. 

“Young people have the inherent abil- 
ity to assimilate new technology and 
adapt to change at a phenomenal rate, 
and Filipino kids are no exception, espe- 
cially in the way they choose to commu- 
nicate with one another,” sgid Duncan 
Morris who is the vice president for re- 
search and market development of 
Turner International Asia Pacific Ltd. 

“Whether through text or instant mes- 
saging, e-mail or via homepages, kids 
are readily embracing these channels of 
communication and socialization as 
they become more accessible, and are 
making them their own,” he added. 

The results showed that Internet us- 
age has become much more widespread 
Since the survey was last conducted in. 


* i$ the country's first. 
| courier company, 
established over hı 


board box used 
i Filipino expatriates, 


2005, with 46 percent of kids now using 
the Internet versus just a 26 percent їп 
the last edition. Of these Internet users, 
43 percent send or receive e-mail at least 
‘weekly, and 35 percent used instant 
messenger over the same time frame. 

They have also been quick to embrace 
so-called Web 2.0 applications such as 
video (72 percent of Intemet users aged 
seven to 14 have watched videos online) 
and multiplayer games (68 percent). 

At the same time, the survey revealed 
that social networking is increasingly 
becoming a part of children’s lives, with 
76 percent of Internet users having cre- 
ated their own homepage and networks 
of friends online. Another 31 percent of 
total kids said that they have made a 
friend over the Internet whom they have 
never met in real life. 

Kids of all ages are also coming to rely 
on text-based communication, as one 
third of kids aged seven to 14, and 52 
percent of teens aged 13 to 14 agree 
with the statement: "Without e-mail, in- 
stant messaging or texting, it would be 
difficult to stay in touch with my 
friends.” 

Моге importantly, however, the sur- 
vey showed that growth in access to dig- 
ital technologies has done nothing to di- 
minish the importance of television in 
kids’ lives. With 96 percent of respon- 
dents having viewed TV "yesterday" TV 
is the only medium consumed universal- 
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ly by kids on a daily basis, and standing 
above all other media. Radio is the next 
most widely consumed media with 30 
percent of kids having listened “yester- 
day). 

According to the survey, Filipino kids’ 
combined pocket and gift money scaled 
up to the 3.7 million kids population in 
represented areas translates into as 
much as P37 billion in annual spending 
power. There is no shortage of opportu- 
nities to spend this money, as 99 percent 
of parents said that they visit shopping 
malls with their kids, and 27 percent 
said they did this weekly. 

Despite their fascination with the lat- 
est crazes and trends, the survey re- 
vealed that kids are aware of the larger 
picture as demonstrated when asked 
about environmental issues. Three- 
quarters of parents and two-thirds of 
Kids agreed with the statement “global 
warming is something that concems 
me” 

The vast majority of parents and kids 
have also indicated an openness to do- 
ing something about it, with 95 percent 
of kids affirming that they “prefer par- 
ens to buy environmentally friendly 
products," and 80 percent of parents 
agreeing that they are “willing to pay 
more for something if its environmen- 
tally safe” 

Cartoon Network commissioned its 
third New Generations Philippines sur- 
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vey tailored specifically for the Philip- 
pines, the previous editions having been 
conducted in 2003 and 2005. The sur- 
vey is a quantitative study that provides 
unique insights into the minds and 
habits of Filipino kids aged seven to 14 
years. 

New Generations 2007 was conduct- 
ed for Cartoon Network by research 
company Synovate, via face-to-face, in- 
home interviews in Metro Manila, Cebu 
and Davao with a total of 1,000 kids 
aged seven to 14, with one of their par- 
ents. This year, a booster sample of 200 


e World a Smaller | 


Celebrating 57 years of Partnership with the Global Filipino 


mothers of younger kids aged four to six 
маз added, thereby widening the scope 
to give a more complete picture of chil- 
drens' profiles 

“As part of Cartoon Network's contin- 
uing commitment to be the kids expert 
in the Philippines, our New Generations 
Philippines survey is instrumental in 
helping us update our knowledge of 
Pinoy kids, and this time we examined 
how kids lives are being shaped by the 
changing digital landscape, how they 
accept, adapt and live with technologi- 
cal advances," Morris said. 
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EUG he aditional The challenge of every business is to go beyond its self-serving objective, to seek and be guided by 
ag ^ a broader philosophy that becomes the basis for a passionate commitment from which it willnot deviate 
LBC strives to ignore the boundaries that separate families and businesses. Serving as the link that connects 

people to people, businesses to businesses, LBC helps bridge distances & maintain relationships. 


LBC was founded 57 years ago as an air cargo forwarding service provider. Today, the company has 
become a respected innovator offering fast and reliable express courier and money remittance service 
worldwide. LBC now offers the widest coverage and network with over 700 strategically located branches 
here and abroad. 


livery & fresh flowers 
й Being in the forefront of innovation, LBC supported the growing needs of migrant Filipinos and their 


families by offering new services and establishing new businesses. In setting up LBC Development Bank 
in 1995, LBC offered banking products that helped Filipinos manage their financial resources and options. 
Online shopping and delivery to the Philippines were made available through expressregalo.com.ph and 
photo printing & delivery nationwide through Digiprint. 


LBC carries on advancing and fulfilling its mission to reach out to the global Filipino community that will 
ultimately make the world a smaller place. 


www.lbcexpress.com 


Mabigat sa Tiyan 
Magaan з оша 


B. 
A ‘tree of 


A SINGKABAN 15 AN ARCH MADE OF 
bamboo used to decorate churches and fies- 
tas in the Philippines for centuries. It is rec- 
ognized as the most traditional and oldest 
use of bamboo. Francisco Eligio or Mang 
Kiko has been a master of this craft since 
1958, Before that, his father, Tata Polo was 
also a popular singkaban maker himself 

Mang Kiko created the Tree of Hope, as 
conceptualized by well-known lifestyle 
artist Rachy Cuna, that was the center- 
priece of the Christmas Tree of Hope chari- 
ty project of SM Supermalls and ABS-CBN 
Foundation’s Bantay Bata 163. 

"The tree celebrates Rachy’s love of bam- 
boo. It also showcases the artistry of the 83- 
year-old living legend of Hagonoy, Bulacan 
and how he sought the help from those in 
his village to make the trees and arches for 
theSM malls. 

Mang Kiko recalls that he started young 
‘working on his craft. He points out, howev- 
er, that his father’s designs are different from 
his. Tata Polo's arches were simply decorat- 

ed with bamboo crosses, but Mang Kiko 
learned to create more intricate details. 

His flower, like rays called bulalakays, 
are made from shaving the skin of bamboo 
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hope’ revives 
an old bamboo craft 


ITTOOKa 
village to 
make this 
20 feet 
Bantay Bata 
Christmas 
Tree of 


and these set him apart from other singka- 
ban makers in the country. His delicate 
‘workmanship creates various shapes such 
as fans, flowers and triangles in all sizes. 

The grand 20 foot tree at SM Май of Asia $ 
does not have the typical bamboo rays. 
stead, it has Mang Kiko's famous bamboo ^ 
flowers shaped from very small and finely 
shaped bulalakays, The other trees are de- 
signed with sets of bamboo alike with the 
small stems of pine trees attached to a pole 
one by one until they form the shape of 
Christmas tree. 


naments, which represent the different ar- 


THIS Christmas ball 


made of coffee beans 
the tree or- 
Further adding local color are the tr О-уу чаң 


eas in which the Tree of Hope project willbe of Hope of SM 
held. The Mall of Asia's ornaments includes “ipa 


angels аз well as the Ojos de Diyos or Eyes of 
God done by the BB kids. SM City Baguio's 
tree will have pinecones and strawberries as 
omaments, which SM City Lipa will have 
coffee balls. Mangoes and guitars will adom 
the tree at SM City Cebu, masks represent- 
ing the Maskara Festival will be at SM City 
Bacolod, native cookies will be hang at the 
tree in SM City Iloilo; and durian and man- 
gosteen fruits will highlight the tree at SM 
Gity Davao. All ornaments are beautifully 
created in wood or paper maché. 

‘SM Supermalls and ABS-CBN Foundation's 
Bantay Bata 163 launched their joint Christ- 
mas Tree of Hope charity project at the Music 

-Hall of the SM Mall of Asia. This marked Ban- 

тау Bata 163% 10th anniversary celebration, 
аз well as the reprise of Ив partnership with 
SM to help less fortunate children, 

‘The heartwarming event was graced by 
ABS-CBN Foundation’s Tina Monzon Pal- 
ma; and members of the Bantay-Bata Advi- 
sory Board Mons Tantoco, Fe Rodriguez 
and Christopher Po with wife Nanette 
Medved; stylist Rachy Cuna; and Makati 
Skyline's Lyn Sunico, who's also a Bantay- 
Bata donor. SM officials led by SM presi- 
dent Tessie Sy-Coson welcomed them. 

Tt will be recalled that SM and ABS-CBN 
Foundation had the first Christmas Tree of 
Hope at the SM Megamall ten years ago. 
‘There was a giant Christmas tree at the 
mall's atrium and shoppers could help less 
fortunate children by buying ornaments, 
which they would hang on the tree. The 
project was immensely successful and the 
500,000 worth of donations generated 
from the project became the seed money of 
Bantay Bata. 

"This year, SM and Bantay Bata 163 hope 
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craftsman 
Francisco 
Eligio shows 
how to shave 
off the skin of 
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to make a difference once more as the 
Christmas Tree of Hope project makes а 
tour of the SM Supermalls, including those 
in the provincial areas. Apart of that at the. 
SM Mall of Asia, there will be other trees of 
hope at SM City Baguio, SM City Lipa, SM 
City Cebu, SM City Iloilo, SM City Bacolod 
and SM City Davao beginning Nov. 16, 
2007 to Jan. 6, 2008. The Tree of Hope will 
also visit other Metro Manila malls like SM 
City North-Edsa, SM Megamall, SM City 
Manila and SM Southmall during week- + 
ends. 

How to bring hope to underprivileged 
children? A minimum donation entitles one 
toanormament to hang at the Tree of Hope. 
Shoppers may also purchase Bantay Bata 
items like Pacita Abad cards or make 
straight donations. All proceeds will go to 
Bantay Bata's projects, which includes the 
Children’s Village for the kids it has res- 
cued, as well as its educational and medical 
programs. 

The centerpiece of the promotion is the 
‘Tree of Hope as conceptualized by the well- 
known lifestyle artist Rachy Cuna. "I am 
very happy that both SM and ABS-CBN wel- 
comed my idea of doing something very 
special for the 10th anniversary celebra- 
tion,” he says. "I thought of doing a tradi 
tional Filipino design I had seen during my 
travels around the country.” 

The tree, which was made by singkaban 
maker Francisco Eligio, popularly known as 
Mang Kiko, celebrates Rachy's love of bam- 
boo. It also showcases the artistry of 83 
year old living legend of Hagonoy, Bulacan 
and how he sought the help from those in 
his village to make the trees and arches for 
the SM malls. 
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NEW Lifestyle? series iv 
DVD Home Entertainment Systems 


HƏM 


Bring outthe bestin your movies and sports with HDMI connectivity for 
external sources. Video upscaling ensures that everything you watch 
is in vivid detail - up to 1080p over HDMI.** 


It listens. It learns. It adapts. 


Automatically adjusts the Digitally stores and organizes Connect compatible Bose 

sound of your Lifestyle” DVO thousands of songs, listens to products to your_Lifestyie® 

system to the scoustics of your music and leans your system for listening in as many 

your room. references to select tracks аз 14 additional rooms—even 
based on what you ке, ‘outdoors. 


The NEW Bose® Lifestyle® DVD home entertainment system will change 
the way you think about movies, music ... even your CD collection. Tiny, 
award-winning Jewel Cube? speaker arrays and а horizontal 
center-channel speaker fill your room with thrilling 5.1 surround sound. 
The VS-2 video enhancer simplifies your system's integration with other 
sources, including those with HDMI, Use the Lifestyle? system's 
radio-frequency remote to operate most popular functions on other 
infrared-recelving equipment in your home entertainment system: TV, 
VCR, digital cable box or satellite receiver. 


Call (02) 724-9566, 724-7527 or 721-5838 for a Bose® store nearest you. 
For more information, visit www.eleksis.com/lifestyle 


ADAPTiQ* 


Audio Calibration System 


uMusic®, 
Inteligent Playback System’ 


Bose® Link 
Music Throughout Your Home 


* Lifestyle* 48 and 38 systoms only. 


** Avallablo with tho Lifestyle® 48, 38, 35, V30 and V20 systems. 
Other Lifestyle* systems provide this benefit with the VS2 video enhancer, sold separately. 
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‘The Power of Dreams 


MELINDA Morante with some of her products  morossemevecto cuo. 


Saved by the abaca 
angels wr үр 


ital. 

Since Morante could not 
spare any more, she got an ini- 
tial P1,500 loan from the Alter- 
native Systems for Community 
Development Foundation Inc., 
а project partner of the Peace 
and Equity Foundation. 

‘That helped her meet her or- 
der and produce more prod- 
тоз. 

From butterflies, she expand- 
ed to making abaca angels of 
different sizes, and then to 
bags, mats, slippers, packaging 
materials and Christmas deco- 
rations 

Morante likewise experi- 
‘mented with more materials. С 7 = 
From just abaca, she now incor- ACCENT pieces made of ab x В 
porates other indigenous mate- one of Albay's main products Honda continuously strives to contribute to the preservation of our natural resources by creating vehicles that are not 


е 


h 


rials to her craft, such as raffia, : only fun and exciting but environment-friendly as well. In fact, all the Honda automobiles sold in the Philippines meet 
Uo enact apg aren CR TEN HER od the EURO 4 standards, minimizing the emission of harmful exhaust gases. 
Her business grew steadily as code executive director Jose 
orders poured in and this al- Romero said in Filipino. | 8 Б 
lowed Morante to fulfill her ini- ^ Morante also said that she | This Christmas, Honda gives back to nature and lets you discover the beauty of the environment 
tial objectiverto help her neigh- and the other handicraft pro- and explore some of the Philippines’ natural reserves. 


bors. From the P1,500 loan, she ducers of Guinobatan are get- 
is now eligible to get P30,000 ting much needed product ex- 5 Gott bois 3 
from Ascode because she has posure through the various Win a 3-day, 2-night holiday vacation for 2 
proven herself in business. trade fairs organized through- in these paradise resorts! 
From the first six workers, out the year by PEE the latest of r 
the 55-year-old now has over which will be the Social Devel- 
40 and she is transferring her opment Week from Dec. 3-6 in 
skills to other entrepreneurs in. Manila 
volved in handicrafts through SDW is an annual event host- 
the Samahang Pagkakaisa ng ed by the Caucus of Develop- 
Maguiron and the Guinobatan mene NGO Networks in partner- 
‘Small Entrepreneurs Associa- ship with the Peace and Equity 
tion.” Foundation to encourage the 
The groups, which are also public to appreciate and patron- 
assisted by Ascode and PER are ize the products of groups 
involved in policy implementa- helped by nongovernment or- 
tion and planning to help the ganizations. 
microentrepreneurs grow their Morante said the exposure in а V monthly winners for a trip to 
business through microfinance. trade fairs keeps her in touch Dos Palmas Resort, Palawan 
"Everybody knows how to with product trends so she and 
weave but very few have mar- her colleagues from Guino- 
keting and business sense. So batan can improve their prod- 
‘what we are trying to do is to uct offering and remain com- 
improve their skills and move petitive in the market. 
them from just selling raw ma- They have to because Guino- 
terials to producing semi-pro- batan is counting on their suc- 
cessed goods and finished prod- cess. 


6 monthly winners T 
Panglao Island Маша Tip to 


ure Resort, Bohol 
Promo vans until December 31, 2007 only! 
Draw dates: November 16, 2007; December 14, 2007; January 18, 2008 


Owning a Honda h 


as low as low as P7,099* 
*City 13S MT *City 1.3 S MT 50% DP 


= 5 X A pos a эда о bank approval (BPI Fordy Savings Bark and ROBC Savings Bark) Per DTACA Pami ба белзн HONDA 


ABACA angels and butterflies are among Morante's first products. 


INTERNATIONAL & DOMESTIC DOOR-TO-DOOR COURIER SERVICE 
Money Remittance - Bil Payments + Flowers Express « Photo Printing 


We over 680 tranches natora - Customer Serres: (02) 4585-999 < ww cenpress com. 


| Fast and easy ersonal loans applications! 
Ins 


Happy customers share insights on GE Money Bank's online application channel 


Manila, 26 November 2007 - convenience it provides. 
Customers are talking about the ^ Ms. Ana Liza, a resident of An- G E M on ey Ba n k 
online application system of СЕ tipolo, believes that GE Money 
Money Bank, a savings bank. Bank's online application system A Savings Bank 
Since the launch of its initial facil- is very practical for online folks 
ity for personal loans in its web- like her. She said, "Internet-wise, O" the "APPLY NOW"; and (3) payment terms and for as low as 


site, customers are enjoying the the service is very convenient. complete the online application 1.39% add-on rate per month. 
| tried it and | could Process. In just a matter of min- The loans offered initially include 


really say that its fast! Utes, Jou willbe able to see if you personal loans, but wil soon be 

All in all, is user are eligible for the loan. If you offered for auto loans and home 

friendly" qualify, aloan offer will be flashed loans. Morante is known for her abaca angels. 
When applying for 9^ screen. Ms. Fermirelyn of This easy way of applying for 

personal loans, simply Manila attests that, "Instead of loans is consistent with GE Saved by 

do three things: (1) having an agent call me, I got a Money Bank's thrust to offer sim- 

Visit the GE Money leSPOnseonthatsameday р/у better banking to its cus- 

Bank website at GE Money Bank's new chan- tomers. "This is convenient and th e ab a C 

www.gemoney- nel is initially available for per- fast," added Jocelyn from 


bank.com.ph; (2) click Sonalloan applications at flexible Quezon City. 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


UINOBATAN, ALBAY—IT 
has been a year since su- 
per typhoon Reming 

ч brought Albay to its knees. 
à D But, just like the province, entrepreneur 
A Savi ngs Ba n k Melinda Morante is slowly getting back on 
- div и Morante told the Iugumen that she lost, 
DEPOSITS « SME LOANS * CONSUMER LOAN Я 200,000 worth of handicrafts when flood ° 
{ 3 waters swept into her stalls in the Guino- 
uS UE Ki E batan public market and another P500,000 
: when the floods ruined her inventory at the 
height of the typhoon in November last year 

But rather than give up on her trade, she 
went back to it with а vengeance. 

She was encouraged by the thought that 
many families were depending on her for 
their livelihood, especially at that time 
when everybody was reeling from one of 
the strongest typhoons to hit the province. 

Morante said her immediate problem was 
to look for raw materials because the ty- 
phoon extensively damaged Albay’s abaca 
plantations. She had to go to Samar, Leyte 
and as far as Sultan Kudarat to get the abaca 
that she needed to produce her handicrafts. 

‘This meant an increase in production 
costs because raw materials had”to'be 
brought in from other provinces, but 
Morante was determined to forge ahead. 

“1 thought then that if 1 stopped, I would 
mot have any chance of a recovery. It was 
better to try and not give up,” Morante seid 
in Filipino. 


Rebuilding from scratch 

She asked her more than 40 artisans to 
resume work. Instead of asking them to 
stay in her production house in the town 
proper of Guinobatan, her workers now 
stay at home so they can take care of their 
family’s needs as they weave the abaca 
products that Morante sels. 

Rebuilding her business practically from 
scratch reminds Morante of how she got 
started in the business in 1988 with a capi- 
tal of just P5,000 from her own savings. 

Morante, a midwife by profession, was 
inspired to put up her own business be- 
cause she felt she needed to provide her 
neighbors in Brgy. Maguiron with an alter- 
native source of income. 

Morante said that since an estimated 
three of five Albay residents are involved 
somehow in the handicraft industry, going 


A 1 B into handicrafts seemed the best step to 
take even if she herself knew itle about che 
trade. 

But what she lacked in technical skills 
she made up for in creativity. 


5 ‘She had a lot of designs on her mind that 
she asked others to execute: 
5 Her first products were buterfies made 


of abaca and wire that she got six women to 
weave and put together. 

Like getting a personal loan online with GE Money Bank. а а Мне ш ош 
and ordered P3,000 worth of them. That 
became my frs big order and thar ledio 

2 more," said Morante, who is in charge o 
roduct dé 

Log on. Apply. Submit. а А 


Visit www.gemoneybank.com.ph p 


It's safe, secure and totally hassle-free. No complications. 


This is simply better banking 
This is GE Money Bank. 
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Bacteria that restores 
‘mined out’ soil 
uncovered in old mine 


ByVincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY-WHO WOULD HAVE 
thought that a lowly fungus is the country's 
best bet to reclaim lands denuded for years 
by mining? 

"Dx. Aida Lapis, а fores specialist of the 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bu- 
reau, said the mining industry may have to 
include Mycorrhizal in their vocabulary be- 
cause tests conducted on this fungus at the 
open-pit mines of Benguet Corp. have 
proven that it keeps alive trees planted on 
mined out areas. 

lapis presented the test results at the 
54th Mine Safety Conference at the Camp 
John Hay-CAP convention hall here. 

"The fungus has properties that help tree 
roots access nutrients from soil rendered 
impotent by the chemicals used to process 
extracted metals, she said 

She said the government has been busy 
studying the fastest way to reforest at least 
15 abandoned mines in the country be- 
cause of its mandate to reclaim half a-cen- 
tury-old mines. 

Executive Order No. 270 introduced the 
national policy agenda on revitalizing min- 
ing which makes mine rehabilitation a gov 
ernment priority. 

Benguet Corp, the country’s oldest 
mine, has sustained its operations by leas- 
ing out its tunnels to mid-level and small- 
scale miners or by arranging joint venture 
deals. 

‘But many other mines were abandoned as 
early as the 1980s when firms closed due to 
the poor world metals trade or because they 
could no longer produce high quality оге. 

Lapis said these old mines left “impover- 
ished soil,” which are "highly acidic" be 
scause of the high metallic content left over 
from mine operations. 

Old mine soil is generally inhospitable to 
plant life, she said. 

Lapis said mines could import genetically 


modified plants to address the soil quality 
but indigenous trees are far more cost-ef- 
fective if their roots can survive long 
enough to take hold of mined out real es- 
tate. 

Keeping these trees alive, however, “was 
the bigger challenge,” she told mine execu- 
tives. 

Existing biological studies already estab- 
lished the advantages of Mycorrhizal, 
"which thrives symbiotieally with plant 
roots. 

But the government needs to make sure 
it can help local varieties like the Benguet 
pine, narra, agoho, batino and kupang, 
Lapis said. 

Pine trees are abundant in Benguet, 
where most of the oldest mines operate. 

Lapis said batino and kupang were se- 
lected because these tree species helped re. 
juvenate the forested sections being har 
nessed by a mine firm in Palawan. 

Researchers at the University of the 
Philippines in Los Bafios, Laguna, modified 
the Mycorthizal so the fungus can be inject- 
ed into the sample trees. 

Kupang tree roots proved to benefit 
greatly from the Mycorrhizal inoculation, 
Lapis said. 

Further tests will have to be conducted to. 
determine how Mycorrhizal helped cleanse 
the soil metals absorbed by the plants 
Teaves and flowering buds. 

Lapis said these researches are also 
meant to help mine firms which are about. 
to end their operations. 

Philex Mining Corp. has been preparing 
to end its mine operations in Tuba, 
Benguet, by undertaking what may be the 
first modern exit program that involves de- 
veloping local economies and establishing 
new social roots for its former employee: 
cushion the impact of an operational shut- 
down. 


The firm has extended its mine life in the: 


province, however, although it has sus- 
tained its livelihood initiatives. 


Aussies say RP mines 
do well by partnering 
with foreign experts 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—PARTNERSHIP HAS 
been the best way for the mining indus- 
try to profit from the mining boom in the 
country, and Australia's Filipino partners 
are proving this new industry dictum. 

Robert Gregory, managing director of 
Rusina Mining N.L. and chief of the Fil 
Asian Strategic Resources and Properties 
Corp., said partnering with foreign firms 
distributes fiscal, political and technical 
risks to help most operations survive. 

Thats the rule that has helped Rusina 
build up the Acoje project in Sta. Cruz, 
Zambales, Gregory told mine executives 
at the 54th Mine Safety Conference here. 

“Basically, your {the country’s] pro- 
duction sharing agreements say you have 
to have a partner. But that’s not the only 
reason. With a partner [in the Philip- 
pines], you spread the risks financially 
you spread your risks politically, and you 
Spread the risks technically,” he said. 

“Really, we can't move forward in any 
part ofthe world unless we go into part- 
nerships,” he said, because it is a trend 
that fuels world markets today. 

Joint ventures have been keeping most 
local mine operations afloat, after a col- 
lapse in world metal prices between the 
3980s and the 1990s caused most Philip- 
pine mine firms to shut down or slow 
down operations. 

Glen Noble, Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau chief of the mineral economics, 
information and publication division, 
said the industry has bounced back, 
with $879 million already driving new 
mine projects since 2004, and another 
$9.5 billion now being anticipated to 
finance major mine operations by 
2010. 

Mining remains a “misunderstood in- 
dustry,” he said, but environmental ac- 
tivism and the bureaucracy no longer 
scare away foreign capital, he said. 

Gregory said the true value of business 
partnering that is encouraged by the 


Philippine Mining Code of 1995 is that it 
opens new opportunites, 

Old mines have started to look into the 
potentials of energy, water and real es- 
tate as a result of the new mine coali- 
tions, Noble said, citing a metals firm 
that has diversified into power genera- 
tion. 

"Partnerships combine expertise," Gre- 
gory said as he cited the potentials of 
Rusina fora gold mining venture. He said 
Rusina was interested in Acoje because. 
of its nickel laterite resource. 

During the "70s, the Philippines, South 
Africa, Siberia and Stillwater in the Unit- 
ed States were the only major sources of 
commercial platinum, he said. Platinum 
prices were double the price of gold at 
the time 

Acoje was a pre-war chrome operation 
until miners discovered platinum there, 
hesaid. 

Tt closed in the 1990s because of the 
meals price plunge but was revived in 
2004. 

Business partnerships abetted by gov- 
ernment was helpful in addressing labor 
issues, Gregory said. “It’s a worldwide 
phenomenon, Getting the proper skills 
into company endeavors is becoming 
more and more difficult," he said, refer- 
ring to the decline in Filipinos enrolling. 
in mining courses. 

Partnerships offer the Philippines a 
pool of expertise abroad to fill up the vac- 
‘uum as mining ventures begin actual op- 
erations in the next five years, he said. 

Partnerships also help Australian in- 
vestors to bridge a cultural gap. 

Albert Eacott, Australian safety man- 
ager of Oceanagold Philippines which 
runs the gold operations in Didipio val- 
Jey, said partnerships helped him intro- 
duce a community and operational feed- 
back system to help address problems at- 
tributed to rhe mine, 

Given the cultural differences of some 
villages, the feedback system is not 
meant to place blame but to address so- 
lutions, he said. 
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THE iPod touch's gorgeous 3. 


widescreen display makes Web browsing as 


well as buying music wirelessly more fun 


Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 
HIS WRITER HAS BEEN 
a fan of Apple’s iPod ever 


I since buying the first 


. generation shuffle back in 
2005. 

The size of a pack of bubble gum, it 
has no screen and only good for play- 
ing 120 songs (my budget could only 
afford the 512 MB variant). 

It was the start of this writers love 
affair with the iPod, upgrading to a mi- 
ni and a nano in the years that fol- 
lowed. 

Just last week, this writer visited 

Power Mac Center Greenbelt 3 and аз 
in previous trips to the store, planned 
on just drooling at the various Apple 
gadgets displayed. 

Unfortunately, the sight of the slim 
and shiny black, all-metal-and-glass 
design of the newly launched iPod 
touch was too much a temptation and 
this writer had no other recourse but to 
break the bank, so to speak. 


Matching iPhone 

At P22,990 (for the 16 GB variant that 
this writer bought, the iPod touch is in- 
deed, an evolutionary leap for iPod and 
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‘SCROLL up or down, or side to side with 
justa flick ofa finger 


WHILE browsing, iPod touch lets you 
‘type directly to the screen 


perhaps, for the rest of the portable me- 
dia player in the market today. 

‘The iPod touch comes in two vari- 
ants: an 8 GB model that could hold up 
to 1,750 songs, and the 16 GB, which 
could hold up to 3,500 songs. 

Itespouses minimalism as it features 
just two ports both located on the bot- 
tom (one for the headphone and the 
other for docking the device with a 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO 
make Internet access avail- 
able to more people? For 


that 


Going wireless? Just 
plug in Smart BRO 


By Riza T. Olchondra. 


"This takes Internet access 
to the next level. With the 
portable USB modem, areas 


avail of broadband services 


work. 


previously could not | its benefits 


By Raquel P.Gomez 


ONE OF THE MAJOR BENEFITS THE INTER- 
net has brought to consumers is the VOIR or 
Voice over Internet Protocol technology. VoIP 
is the routing of voice conversations over the 
Internet or through any other IP-based net- 


Simply put, itis a technology that turns 
telephony signals to digital audio and 
makes them pass as compressed data over 
the Internet, which is a worldwide inter- 
connection of computer networks. 

Ebay-owned Skype has the more popu- 
lar technology label associated with VoIP 
It developed the software that allows In- 
ternet users to make calls from their com- 
putters to other Skype users worldwide, аз 
‘well as to other land-line phones and cell 
phones for free. 

Ever since Skype introduced free calls 
over the Internet, major telecommunica- 
tions companies worldwide have begun to 
use the technology and take advantage of 


e iPod touch: 


Mac or à PC) and two buttons (one at 
the top left to handle the sleep/wake 
function and the other, a home button, 
at the bottom of the screen). 

It's also interesting to note that some 


of the specs of the iPod touch match 
that of iPhone (Apple's much awaited 
mobile phone) as both feature a 3.5. 
inch scratch-resistant glass screen with 
a video worthy resolution of 480 x 320 
as well as the multitouch screen inter- 
face and home screen. 


Interesting offerings 

There's a lot of thing to enjoy with 
this iPod even if, say, you're not in the 
mood to listen to music, watch video, 
or look at pictures 

It features a scaled-down version of 
Safari (Apple's web browser), YouTube 
viewer, calendar and contacts applica- 
tions, a clock and a calculator. 

‘Yes, you read it right: This is the iPod 
with a Wi-Fi connection that will also 
allow you to buy music wirelessly 

Of course, one could find other simi- 
lar portable media player that offer 
even more features like an FM radio, a 
Bluetooth connection or even a audio 
recorder, as well as higher quality au- 
dio and video performance. 

But this writeris quite confident that 


service 
them. 


ву, 


digital 


and lower call costs which 


they can pass on to consumers. 


veloped by Motorola) telecommunica- 
tions service in the United States. 
MyWorld Phone service enables over- 
seas Filipinos and their relatives here to 
enjoy unlimited international calls at a 
fixed monthly rate. Users enjoy this un- 
limited call capability with iDEN Motorola 
phones the company provides for free for 
а one-year lock in 


iDEN technolo- 
which is a 

wireless technolo- 

gy that uses TDMA 
(time division mul- 
tiple access), com- 
ines the capabilities 
of a cellular phone, 


or walkie-talkie fea- 
ture, 


find any 

other prod: 

uct that could 

match the feel- 

ing that one 
could enjoy while 
using the iPod touch 
interface. 


No match 

Unlike other devices with. 
touchscreen feature, iPod's 
multitouch screen allows for a 
more natural input that does not re- 
quire a stylus. 

With a graceful swoop of a finger, 
опе could easily scroll down lists of 
artists, albums, and playlists or move a 
stack ‘of album covers much like 
thumbing through a virtual vinyl col- 
lection. 

Doing the “pinch and expand” mo- 
tion in the iPod touch is also entranc- 
ing and much appreciated when 
browsing the Internet as one could 
quickly zoom into an item in the screen 
ог make photos even much bigger for 
closer inspection. 


fre 


with 


push-to-talk 


e-mail, 
messaging 

and data appli- 
cations running 
on java mobile. 


cost gateway 
to your loved 
ones abroad. 


COMPARED to the recently 
launched iPod touch, the two- 
year old shuffle already looked 
Neanderthal 


Built-in accelerometer 
One could view what's on 
screen either vertically or hori- 
zontally—the switch happens when 
you tilt the iPod touch in any orienta- 
tion, thanks to a built-in accelerome- 
ter (that which measures acceleration 
and tlt). 

Indeed, Apple's iPod line has been 
steadily evolving over the past years 
since the first iPod was introduced in 
2001. 

While the iPod touch won't match 
the hard drive capacity of the iPod 
Classic line (that offers up to 160 GB of 
storage and could carry up to 40,000 
songs), it's multitouch interface, its 
ability to surf the web via WiFi connec- 
tion as well as access the iTunes music 
store wirelessly are enough reasons to 
invest in the iPod touch. 


Next Mobile introduces first VoIP 
mobile service in the countr 


THESE | 
Motorola | 
handsets 
serveasa 


er, lowe 


who have a great need to 
their 
loved ones here. Based on 
surveys, overseas Filipinos 
regularly spend more than 
$100 а month to call loved 

ones in the Philippines. 
“The number one advantage for 
overseas Filipinos is that they can 


Smart Communications Inc., 
the answer is a cool gadget 
‘with an attractive price tag. 

Putting its money where its 
mouth is, Smart has launched 
а new gadget from wireless 
broadband subsidiary Smart 
Broadband Inc. (SBI), which 
it claims will enable users to 
access the Internet without 
busting their budget. 

SBI president Rolando б. 
Peña said that under his 
firm's Plan 799, customers. 
will get a USB modem that. 
may be plugged to a laptop 
ora desktop computer. This 
will allow users to access 
the Internet with speeds 
ranging from 384 to 768 
Kbps. 

‘The modem is compatible 
with Windows 2000 and XB 
although technical personnel 
are working to have the mo- 
dem work with other operat- 
-| ing systems before the end of 

the year. 


will have instant Internet ac- 
cess, as long as there is Smart 
network coverage. Through 
this, we will be able to 
achieve our goal of connect- 
ing those in the remote 
provinces to the rest of the 
world, thus, providing true 
mobility,” Peña said. 

Smart now has 2,678 wire- 
less broadband-enabled base 
stations providing high-speed 
Internet access to over 625 
cities and municipalities na- 
tionwide. 

As of September this year, 
259,000 users are accessing 
the Internet through the 
Smart Bro network. 

Plan 799 comes with a 
USB modem, PC software 
and a user guide. At P799 a 
month, the plan covers Inter- 
net use for 60 hours, and P10 
every 30 minutes in excess 
thereof, 

‘The modem goes for a one- 
time charge of P1,999. 


With iDEN tech 
nology behind it, 
Next Mobile is now 
the country's first and 
only provider of mobile VoIP in. 
the Philippines. 

Here's how the mobile VoIP 
offered by MyWorld Phone 
works: A user based in the 
Philippines is given at least two 
numbers, a Philippine number 
and foreign number, for exam- 
ple, a number in New York. A 
relative in New York can call 
your New York number which, 
for that relative, is like calling a 
neighbor in the same area, 
even though you and your rela- 
tive are literally worlds apart. 
Your New York relative praci 
cally will incur no call charge. 

Now, the Philippine number 
works like a reloadable prepaid 
сей phone number and may be 
used to call other local net- 
works here—Globe, Smart, 
PLDT, or Sun. 

Next Mobiles chairman and 
CEO Mel Velarde says the new phone 
service targets overseas Filipinos 


talk unlimited to their relatives. An- 
BY other advantage is that the service 

‘provides mobile phones so relatives can 
receive calls anytime anywhere, and 
there's no need for Internet, computer or 
VoIP gadget, PINS or passwords to enjoy 
unlimited long distance calls. 

MyWorld Phone, which currently gives 
access to 26 countries, comes in three 
packages: For a fixed monthly rate of 
$39.90, MyWorld Inbound provides un- 
limited calls from abroad, unlimited 
push-to-talk and unlimited SMS within 
Next Mobile network, and P200 consum- 
able load. 

For a fixed monthly rate of $59.99, My- 
World Outbound provides access based on 
the lowest IDD rate of P1.75 per minute. 
Subscribers can enjoy as much аз 1800 
minutes of IDD calls to their chosen coun- 
тту, unlimited push-to-talk and SMS within 
Next Mobile network, and an additional 
free 100 minutes IDD calls to 22 countries. 

For a fixed monthly rate of $89.99, My- 
World Two-Way provides unlimited calls 
abroad plus 1800 minutes of IDD calls, an 
additional 100 minutes of IDD and unlim- 
ited push-to-talk and SMS within Next 
Mobile network. 


Have you ever won 
dered why telcos here 
are able to make their 
IDD rates lower and 
even unlimited under 
certain promos? Thats 
the effect of VoIP—low- 
er cost for international 
calls. 
Now comes even 
more good news—a 
new mobile phone ser- 
vice that lets users re- 
ceive VoIP calls unlimit- 
ed through their mobile 
handsets. 
Next Mobile, a new 
mobile telephony license 
holder, introduces My- 
World Phone, a service 
that uses VoIP and is 
made available through 
the company’s link to 
roaming partners їп 
more than 100 coun- 
tries. In particular, it has 
a strategic partnership 
with Sprint Nextel, a big 
provider of iDEN (integrated The Motorola 
Digital Enhanced Network de- 1415 model. 


LG Electronics focusing on eco-friendly energy solution business 


LG ELECTRONICS, ONE OF THE 
world's leading manufacturer of air 
conditioners, is venturing into the 
eco-friendly energy solution busi- 
ness to address power and environ- 
mental issues, 

“Eco-friendly and efficient products 
are becoming more and more impor- 
tant due to rising oil prices and unpre- 
dictable climate change,” said Jeff 


Hong, CEO of LG Electronics Philippines. 
“Ву combining our new energy solu- 
tion business with our industry-leading 
air conditioners, we are not only re- 
sponding to the economical needs of our 
consumers but also developing a new 
growth engine for future business." 
Starting next year, LG will diversify 
its business by launching energy solu- 
tion services and systems, Under the 


plan, the company will work with cus- 
tomers through the entire process of es- 
tablishing an energy system for public 
buildings; from suggestion to planning, 
ordering, operational supervision and 
maintenance of the energy system. 

1G has already developed innovative hy- 
brid energy solution systems such as Hybrid 
Cogen and Hybrid XEO, which have 
demonstrated the company's capabilities in 


energy saving and cost reduction- 

Hybrid Cogen uses less energy to si- 
multaneously generate electricity and 
heat utilizing liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) that can reduce the emission of 
environmental pollutants. 

With the combination of an inverter 
system air conditioner with geother- 
mal heat pumps, Hybrid XEO would 
reduce energy consumption by about 


30 percent yearly. 

According to the World Market for Air 
Conditioning 2006, a market research 
report published by the Building Ser- 
vices Research and Information Associa- 
tion (BSRIA), the air conditioner market 
will grow to 05965 billion by 2010, 
while the energy solutions market- in- 
cluding solar, wind and geothermal en- 
ergy- will grow to USS 75 billion, 
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AS THE WORKING AGE POPU- 
lations in major developed 
countries follow a downward that 
trend in the next two decades, 
global companies are highly 
likely to search for talent in Asia. 
"where the work forces are ex- 
pected to exhibit 


" fh a media presentation, Wat- 
зой Wyatt consultant Russell 
Hüntington, forecasted that top. 
organizations are likely to be 
hiring executives from China, 
India and Southeast Asia—in 


sourcing 


Populations in these areas in- 
crease. 

‘Among Southeast Asians, Fil- 
ipinos are likely to emerge as 
among the most highly in de- 
mand as they already are today, 
said the human capital group 
director for Watson Wyatt's Asia 
Pacific operations, who is based 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

Backed by company studies 
including Watson Wyatt's 2007 
Annual Survey on human re- 
source practices in 400 top 


times. 


companies in 11 countries in 
Asia Pacific, Huntington said 
business 

across the globe today are com- 
peting for talent and the situa- 
tion has changed the face of em- 
ployment tenure among profes- 
robust sionals and workers worldwide. 
атой, Being loyal to а company for 

most of one's working life, the 
predominant mode in the 70s 
and 80s, is no longer the norm. 
In the business processing out- 


those in the Philippines, an em- 
that order—as the working age ployee is expected to stay no 

longer than three years. He 
added that the average Hong 
Kong employee stays on the job. 
for about the same period. 
Within a young worker's first 15 
years of employment, he would 
have changed jobs three or four 


Аз companies compete to at- 
tract talent, employee packages 
‘which encompass base pay, ben- 
efits, incentives аз well as train- tions. 
ing have dramatically im- 
proved. In the past five years, 


organizations 


mand for talent. 


sectors including 


percent. 


average salary increases in 13 
countries in Asia Pacific includ- 
ing the Philippines were way 
above the cost of inflation. 
Huntington explained that in- 
creases beyond the inflation 
rate were driven by keen de- 


In the Philippines, the net 
salary increase over the past 
five years was at 9.2 percent; al- 
most double the average infia 

tion rate of 5.1 percent. In Chi- 
па which suffers a shortage of 
managerial talent, salary in- 
creases averaged 8.1 percent as 
against the inflation rate of 2.4 


In Asia Pacific, Watson Wyatt 
has three research centers in 
Singapore, Wuhan and Delhi to 
study labor and talent trends in 
the region. In the Philippines, it 
draws from factual evidence to 
provide a range of services to 
majority of the leading corpora- 
tions and respected institu- 


many leading Asia Pacific firms 


Competition for Asian talents.to get keener 


States, 


seamless manner, 
Huntington, 


tives were not the only 


Creative recruitment will sustain 
call center growth 


ITIS TIME TO GET OUT OF THE BOX AND 
venture into innovative and more creative 
kinds of recruitment in the call center and 
business process outsourcing (BPO) indus- 
tries, for at stake in the next few years is а 
potential revenue of 10 to 12 billion dol- 
lars. 

Industry players who hope to catch a 
larger share of the pie that is being domi- 
nated by regional giants such as India and 
China must contend with challenges such 
as the deteriorating quality in English com- 
munication skills and a reluctance among 
the younger applicants. 

While many call centers have decried 
that the supply of agents and other man- 
power needs far outnumbers the burgeon- 
ing demand which projects 150,000 seats 
up to the year 2007, eTelecare Human Re- 
sources director Eric Concepcion says “we 
have barely scratched the surface of poten- 
tial candidates who can turn out to be as- 
sets to their respective companies.” 

He points out, ‘A number of the 400,000 
graduates who enter the workforce each 
year remain unemployed. The hiring yield 
rates are going down—from a double-digit 
high to five percent or even less. That 
means there are many people out there 
whom we have not even screened yet.” 

eTelecare itself ventures out of its safe 


confines, sending recruiters to the farthest 
comers of the country in search of talent. 
Concepcion continues, "We make sure that 
there is no labor pool out there, whether 
from North to South that we haven't 
tapped. Our job caravans try to reach all ar- 
eas in the archipelago where there are po- 
tential applicants.” 

He also points out that the Filipino em- 
ployee has a lot of good qualities that make 
him excel in the industry. Though the En- 
glish fluency standards are deteriorating, 
“we do have history as а good English- 
speaking country, we are a patient people, 
and we have a very close affinity with our 
‘American colleagues.” 

Concepcion adds that slowing down pre- 
sent recruitment efforts is not an option. 
“The Philippines cannot assume thinking 
that some of the business will just trickle 
down here. We have to take advantage of 
the demand in the industry right now. One 
way to do that is to get many of the pro- 
grams from the customers as we can handle 
before they get shipped to either India or 
China or even outside of Asia." 

Many of Concepcion's industry col 
leagues are cognizant of the situation their 
industry is facing which can be summarized 
this way, “Most of the call centers right now 
are not scaling back in terms of their re- 


have dealt with the dearth of tal 
ent by repatriating executives 
‘who had migrated to global cap- 
itals by offering them attractive 
packages. According to James 
Matti, managing consultant of cently concluded Watson Wyatt 
the Manila practice, many of the 
top executives in the Philippines vey that covered 22 countries ted and foc 
are recruited from the United 
ingapore, and Hong 
Kong, the UK, Indonesia, etc. 

He observed that local firms 
preferred to recruit Filipinos 
with work experience in global 
capitals because they under- 
stand the home culture and at 
the same time have a global per- 
spective. In addition, the over- joining or leaving an organiza- 
seas experience is likely to have tion. 
further honed their technical 
expertise and the ability to deal 
with various nationalities in a 


nevertheless, 
clarified that financial incen- 


ture of many of the packages 
being offered to top executives. 
Huntington disclosed that The Asian labor expert ex- 

plained that the most effective 


packages included competitive 
base pay, opportunities to grow, 
and challenging roles within а 
winning organization, 

Matti clarified that in a re- 


quired to attain them, and how 
they could contribute to reach- 
ing those goals. He clarified 
that гор performing companies 
are now seeking engaged em- 
ployees rather than loyal ones. 
“For as long as they are commit- 

sd on goals, they 
will remain with a company,” he 
observed. 

To retain talent, Asian com- 
panies have adapted different 
strategies. Singapore firms sim: 
ply poach from other countries 
because of the limited pool of 
talent in the Lion City, accord- 
ing to Huntington. Malaysian 
companies dangle salary hikes, 
while Indonesian firms even go 
Huntington further observed to the extent of arranging blind 
that many firms in the region dates for their young staff who 
recognized the need not only work long hours. 
for strategies to recruit and re- Не cited the Philippines for 
tain talent but also for pro- employing the novel tactic of 
grams that engage, focus and creating home-like workplaces 
grow talent. According to the that include health clubs and 
Watson Wyatt definition, en- even sleeping quarters to at- 
gaged employees are those that tract and retain young employ- 
understand the organization's ees, particularly those in the 
business goals, the steps re- call centers. 


Global Strategic Rewards sur- 


including the Philippines, na- 
ture of work was cited by em- 
ployees as the top reason they 
considered when joining a firm. 
On the other hand, they cited 
high stress levels as the top rea- 
son for leaving a firm. Employ- 
ees considered base pay only аз 
the secondary reason for both 


key fea: 


quirements; their successes in the last few 
years have fueled their appetite for expan- 
sion and growth. But we are starting to see 
a labor crunch, the Philippine situation is 
not yet as pronounced [as that of India, 5 or 
7 years ago] but we're seeing that right 
now" 

One way to leap over that hurdle is ex- 
ploring nontraditional sources of man- 
power like job sites. eTelecare has part- 
nered with JobsDB Philippines Inc., Asia's 
premiere Internet recruitment network 
which has 750,000 resumes of qualified 
professionals in their database. JobsDB al- 
so holds an average of four job fairs a 
month in the Philippines in association 
with schools and universities, local gov- 
ernment units, business corporations and 
industry sectors. eTelecare sources 10-15 
percent of their over-all recruitment needs 
from JobsDB. 

‘Another means is by changing paradigms 
and removing negative preconceptions 
about the industry that have discouraged 
potential talents from all walks of life, ages 
and specialties from even applying. 

‘Third, happy, motivated employees be- 
come the best recruiters as they encourage 
friends, relatives, colleagues and acquain- 
tances they believe qualified to try their 
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‘The art & science of discovering 
profitable new market segments 


Why compete in traditional, oversaturated markets 
when out there are exciting new and relatively 
untapped market segments to go after? 


Find ou! how you can get more customers with your own 
“Nouveau Niche! and be among the first to profit from it 
Whether your market is on the worldwide web or standing on 
the nearest street corner, the affluent forward-thinking OFW ог 
the еу, health-conscious American, youll hear advice and 
true-to-life marketing experiences of speakers gathered 
together for the Bih Business Leadership Forum, fs the 

опе chonce you will have this year to prepare 

yourself for generating riches from new niches 

for your business. 


Seminar Fees: 


Regular Rate: Php 4,500 
Group Rate: for every group of five participants, the fh one gels in for FREE. 


For inquiries and reservations, call 849-6911 
For online registration and other event information go to 
http://ateneoblf.registration.ph 
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; RP could lose position as world's top producer 


35 Irene R. Sino Cruz 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—UNLESS GOVERNMENT 
takes immediate action on the problems be- 
setting the seaweed industry, the Philip- 
pines would lose its position as the world's 
top seaweed producer, an industry leader 
warned. 

. Benson U. Dakay, president of the Sea- 
weed Industry Association of the Philip- 
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pines and Shemberg Marketing Corp. chief 
executive officer, also warned that thou- 
sands of seaweed farmers would lose a ma- 
Jor source of their income as local proces- 
sors source their raw seaweed from Indone- 
sia. 

Dakay, termed as the “Seaweed King,” 
said seaweed production has been declin- 
ing as the government agencies tasked to 
implement the seaweed development pro- 
gram have yet to take concrete action. 
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‘The Bureau of Agricultural Statistics data 
showed that the eucheuma cottonii seaweed 
production reached 112,470 metric tons in 
2000. 

However, seaweed production went 
down to 89,200 metric tons in 2003 and 
dropped further to only 82,560 metric tons. 
in 2006. 

While the Philippine seaweed produc- 
tion has been on a decline over the past sev- 
eral years, Dakay says Indonesia's seaweed 


Philippines and chief 
executive officer of 
Shemberg 
Marketing Corp. 
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production had 
growth. 

1n 2002, Philippine sezweed production 
reached 96,120 metric tons, way above In- 
donesia's 46,700 metric tons. But in 2006, 
Philippine production went down to 
80,000 metric tons while that of Indonesia 
Tose to 80,000 metric tons. 

Dakay noted that, in the past, the sea- 
weed shipment to Zamboanga reached 
80,000 70-kilo bags each month. 

With the lower production in seaweed 
farms in Tawi-Tawi and other parts of 
southwestern Mindanao, Dakay said there 
are only an average of 20,000 70-kilo bags 
of seaweed reaching Zamboanga each 
month. 

The scarcity of locally grown seaweed 
drove the prices up to $1,200 per metric 
ton, much higher than the price of Indone- 
sian seaweed at $700 per metric ton, he 
said. 

Dakay said most local processors would 
have preferred to use locally grown sea- 
weed because it has a much better quality. 
“But, its getting cheaper to import Indone- 
sian seaweed,” he added. 

Dakay said many seaweed processors, 
beset with stronger peso, supply shortage 
and rising prices of seaweed, now source 
the bulk of their raw material requirement 
from Indonesia. 

Dakay placed the industry total seaweed 
requirement at 200,000 metric tons. Since 
the local seaweed production reached only 
80,000 metric tons, the processors have no 
choice but to get the balance from Indone- 

He said the declining seaweed produc- 
tion could be traced to the rising sea tem 
perature. Dakay explained that the warm 
seawater near the shore is no longer con. 
ducive to seaweed farming. 

But setting up seaweed farms in the deep 
sea would require bigger investment and 
new technology, two areas in which the 
government could extend assistance to the 
seaweed farmers that have been dependent 
on the industry for their livelihood, Dakay 
said, 

He lamented the government inaction, 
adding that the seaweed industry has been 
helping in the poverty alleviation program 
since it created more jobs than the other 
marine product sectors. He had also credit- 
ed the seaweed industry as having helped 
promote peace in Western Mindanao. 

A research conducted by Dr. Sitti Amina 
M. Jain, assistant regional director of the 
Department of Trade and Industry in Re- 
gion 9, noted that the seaweed industry, 
considered the lifeblood of marginal sec- 
tor in Western Mindanao, benefited 
24,712 farmers and provides livelihood to 
Over 130,000 persons in Zamboanga 
Peninsula alone. Jain also cited a report of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Growth with Equi 
ty in Mindanao (GEM) that it helped 
24,000 former Moro National Liberation 
Front combatants who ventured into sea- 
weed farming. 

Jain's research also found that many 
MNLF combatants turned to seaweed farm- 
ing as "a means of subsistence" because of 
the “inadequate livelihood assistance of- 
fered them by the government.” 

Jain’s research also found that seaweed 
farming serves as the farmer's alternative 
to poverty. But she urged government and 
nongovernment sectors to help the farmers 
gain access to financing and productive re- 
‘sources to help them increase production 
and expand farm areas. 

These recommendations have been in- 
cluded in the National Seaweed Develop- 
ment Plan signed by various stakeholders 
and government agencies in the presence 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo several 
yearsago. 

Dakay also cited as misleading the sea- 
weed export figures. While the seaweed ex- 
ports have registered an increase each year, 
from $113.29 million in 2001 to $149.98 
million in 2006, Dakay attributed the in- 
creased export value to the increase in 
prices. In reality, he noted that the proces 
sors have been incurring losses on their 
revenues due to the strengthening of the 
peso. “For every $100,000 worth of sea- 
weed exports, we incur a revenue loss of P1 
million," Dakay seid. 

То survive, he said, the processors have. 
to increase their selling price while half 
have to source their raw material from In- 
donesia. 

In 2007 alone, five seaweed proces- 
sors—Dahon Dagat Inc., King Agro-Marine 
Products, Geltech Hayco Inc, Philippine 
Carrageenan and Natum Corp—have 
stopped operations. 


registered consistent. 
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PRIDE OF PLACE 


Augusto Villalon 


HE BOOK, “ILOILO, A RICH 
and Noble Land,” launched 
last week by the Lopez 

Group Foundation, uncovers the 
province's agricultural, civic and 
social history that interweave to 
form the multi-layered Ilonggo re- 
ality that gives the province and its 
people such a strong identity. 

Ask any Filipino and he will tell you that 
Tilo is unlike any other place in the country. 
‘She is one of the few places in the Philippines 
with an identity and image distinct from that 
of any other province. 

Filipinos know Iloilo as the gentle, genteel 
land of smiles, imagining Пойо days as un- 
folding graciously and moving in measured 
choreography of the rigodón; the outdated, 
stylized dance ritual highlighting each glit- 
tering baile (ball) in moneyed mansions. 

Fiesta mode is what Filipinos imagine loi 
lo life to be most of the time: laid-back, 
peaceful, refined and always celebratory. 

Another layer of llonggo reality overlaps 
the celebratory layer Hard-working longgos 
are vigorously entrepreneurial. 


Building (now police 
station) isa glorious 
Jazz Age Art Deco- 
style monument to 
the exuberance of 
the Philippine 
‘Commonwealth in 
Holo. 


E] 


1 ойо, the moneyed and working classes 
Join in business activities that uphold the 
province аз a vital national economic force, а 
Position first atrained with the surge of the 
sugar industry during the later years of the 
Spanish colonial era. 

‘The Manila Daily Bulletin reported in 
September 1907 that the City of Пойо was 
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“the metropolis of the Visayan Islands, [the] 
second city of importance in the archipelago 
and the greatest market for sugar in this part 
ofthe world.” 

‘Sugar put Пойо on the map. In the 1850s, 
Nicholas Loney, a British merchant, settled 
there and “fostered the opening up of the 
sugar lands of Panay and Negros.” Loney in- 
troduced new technology, improved yield, 
and improved the quality of Пойо sugar to 
world-market standards. 


Unrivaled 

For many years Пойо prosperity was unri- 
valed, reaching a peak when the irritating 
delay and occasional damage to cargo 
caused by transshipment of sugar through 
the Port of Manila was finally bypassed, and 
from 1865 produce was exported directly to 
international points from Iloilo. 

"The condition of business in li largely 
depends on the size of the sugar crop and the 
price of the staple,” further reported the 
Manila Daily Bulletin in 1907. When the sug- 
ar trade boomed, so did Пойо. Now known 
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today peelbackthe у, 
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architecture, bad 
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Another innovation from the 
Bank of the Philippine Islands 


РІ EXPRESS: 
| The Friendly 
Place to 


ВРІ Express branches offer 
tolleressisted transactions, 
self-service banking and 
financial advice. It won the 
Branch Transformation 


ank 
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Time. Somehow there's never enough. 
As everyone knows, time is money, and 
minutes matter. So the last thing you 
want is to spend time on routine tasks 
like banking. Just thinking about the 
lines — from the payday ATM rush to the 
long wait for the teller — can be stressful 


Even more stressful is not knowing how 
to do your transactions using the phone 
or the computer at the bank - it makes 
you wish someone took the time to help 
you figure things out. And when you 
want to consult about getting a loan or 
financial advice, you feel like everyone's 
listening in on what you're saying - the 
bank just doesn't seem private enough 
to talk about such matters. 


But fret no more, Bank of the Philippine. 
Islands has come up with a friendly 
solution-its newest branch type called 
ВР! Express, now in more locations 
nationwide. 


jaar RR 
фаз 


When you entar а BP! Express branch you are immediatly 
jd By ls Henly, clan and modam interior design. 


METRO MANIL 
а * E. Rodriguez - 


Kalentong » Shaw Blvd. - Acacia Lan 
Sireet- Dau McArthur Нема 
Valeria « Las Piñas - Citadela. 


Sucat - ута Mall 


Project of the Year at the 
2007 Banker Technology 
‘Awards. 


It’s a bank that’s adapted 
for today’s hurried lifestyle. 


From the moment you enter the stylish, 
not-so-bank-looking bank, you notice 
the difference. The sunny decor, relaxed 
yet fast-moving mood and even the 
helpful, friendly BPI Express Counselors 
make it feel more like а boutique than 


The BP! Express consultation area is designed to help 
kesp financial discussions win charts sty private and 
content. 


Basic transactions are quick 
and easy with the BPI Express 
Electronic Banking zone. 


There you'll find BPI Express Teller 
ATMs, a phone for ВРІ Express Phone 


A. Bonifacio - Mauban + Alabang - Civic Place - Almanza Uno - Las Piñas + 


Mc EIE: EE oe re 


апа a computer to access BPI Express 
Online. Plus, a ВР! Express Services 
Counselor is there to help you every 
step of the way. Once you learn how to 
do it, you can do your banking from the 
comfort of your home or your office. 


ВРІ Express has friendly 


tellers on hand for your 


other transactions. 


BPI Express caters to simple routine 
transactions, so lines at the tellers are 
short. Think of the whole branch as a 
supermarket Express Lane - a fast lane 
designed to move you through quickly 
and more pleasantly. 


But the "Express" isn't just about speed; 
it's also about expression. Just tell us 


transactions. Thats why iras are shart? and rensaatons 
per 


Auto Mall - Frontera Drive,Ortigas + 


what you need, and we'll help you find ^ 
it not standing at a counter, but in the 
privacy and comfort of a personal 
workstation. Here, ВР! Express Sales 
Counselors can give you simple, 
practical advice on loans, Investments, 
financial planning and other money 
matters. 


ВР! Express offers private 
financial consultations. 


So, if you want to have more control | 
over your time and get friendly, fast 
service, come and visit the nearest BPI 
Express branch. You might just be 
surprised at how quick — and pleasant 
your banking experience could be. 


ВРІ Express Servicos 
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Tejido’s 


JOMIKE TEJIDO'S “THE TREE THAT 
Captured the Stam" is an exhibit of 
acrylic-on-banig (handwoven mats) 
paintings until Nov. 26 in 1/L of Gallery, 
2/L, Serendra (across Market! Mar- 
ket, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig (tel. 
9013152). 

The exhibit is about a persistent 
dreamer amid a lush forest, entangled 
with success, failure, hope and despair 
that all come along in life. Through a 
symbolic short story and vivid paintings 
forall ages, the tree personifies how one, 
сап live out mult-hued dreams and 
grow with genuine purpose and mean- 
ing, 

"Tejidos paintings have an intricate 
texture. Their opaque medium seals the 
pores and in-between weaves. A finish- 
ing glaze locks in the pigments, acts as a 
tough fixative, and gives a film of pro- 
tective luster for years of appreciation, 

Tejido, well-known as a children's 
book artist, is an Architecture graduate 


from the University of Santo Tomas. “THE FLOCK” 


acrylic-on- banig’ paintings 


“MY DEAR Fruit 


“THE SCREAM! 


In the mind 


c 


By Constantino C. Tejero 
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HEN YOU SAY { 

your dream is so 

vivid, you're actu 
ally referring to the intensity 
of the experience, how the 
dream has stirred up the emo 
tion or been retained in the 
mind—but not the clarity of 
the image. 

Te is this idea that we think 
Henri Cainglet is trying to artic- 
ulate and depict in his exhibit ‘A 
Portrait and a Dream,” pieces in 
acrylic on canvas, until Nov. 30 
in Le Soufflé @ Top of the Citi, 
34/8 Citibank Tower, Paseo de 
Roxas, Makati 

Rendered — in near- 
monochrome of brown, orange, 
ochre, red, and washes of pale 
green and blue, the pieces verge 
between abstraction and figura- 
tion. The viewer can make out 
Shapes but theyre fuzzy or 
blurred. 

Here the 
artist is actually 
quite realistic in 
nying to cap- 
ture the images 
of dream: irreg- 
ular forms, mys- 
terious shapes, 
faceless ог 
masked figures, 
various ges- 
tures, ambigu- «THE KISS” 
ош movement. 

Because the dream state is most- 
ly perception. 

Cainglet says heroes and vil- 
ling constantly appear in 
dreams, with their faces “familiar 
from afar but really unknown 
when up close.” 

In these pieces, we recognize a 
few, but we're not sure. In “Su- 
perman in the City” it is, of 
оше, the Man of Steel, as we've 
been so assured by the tile, But 
by the way Cainglet has rendered 
the caped superhero, it could be 
an angel on the wing over the 
rooftop, or a fashion model 
spreading a caftan on the cat- 
walk. 

"The Scream" 1-2 inevitably 
reference the iconic Munch 
painting, but the head has 
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Layers of Ilonggo reality ..... 


as the Queen City of the South, roads and in- 
frastructure were laid out, hospitals and 
schools opened, 

In 1907, Iloilo was no backwater. “Iloilo has 
an electriclight plant and the city is well-light- 
ей, There is also an ice factory and cold-storage 
plant. Among the possibilities of the near future 
are an up-to-date telephone system and street- 
carline connecting all parts of the city. 

One institution Iloilo can boast of, that might 
well be copied in other parts ofthe archipelago, 
is] an up-to-date department store, Hoskyns & 
Company, a British firm, was established in 
1868. In their large store on Calle Real can be 
found a complete stock of goods at prices, for 
the most par, far below Manila prices.” 

llolo prosperity was on the rise and the 
grand planter lifestyle had to belived in worthy 
surroundings. Mansions were witness to the 
opulent moneyed lifestyle that has now all but 
died out due to 21st-century economic and so- 
cial realities, 

Mansions built on generous plots of land in 
quiet pre World War II outskirts were swal- 
lowed up without warning by rapid, unregulat- 
‘ed urban growth. Now finding themselves situ: 
ated on valuable city center properties, man- 
sion owners have been forced to reevaluate 
their properties and lifestyles. 

‘Some downsized to smaller houses, renting 
ut their mansions to commercial tenants. Oth- 
ers built rental buildings on their front lawns to 
generate additional income, hiding their man- 
sions behind a layer of nondescript commercial 
structures built right along the street, changing 
the streetscape forever. 

A few simply abandoned their mansions, 
The postwar years saw many of the moneyed 
Попов moving out of their downtown man- 
sions into smaller houses. 


Mobility, dignity 

Todays middle- and working-class homes, 
smaller and тпоте modest, reflect lifestyle con- 
ditions of a majority of lloilo City residents. In- 
stead of projecting stability and gentility as the 
old mansions once did, the aura of the middle- 
class neighborhood is mobility, dignity, work 
anda strong sense of community. 

Unlike the genteel streets of the moneyed 
class where nobody is seen outside of their 
fenced gardens, streets in middle- and work- 
ing-class districts fil with everyday life. Resi- 
dents live heir lives on the street. 

The local barangay hall spills out into the 
street, bringing governance to the people level, 
as it were, The street is where men hang out, 
drink or play basketball tournaments. The 
street is a social center, where the overflow of 
quests ata neighborhood christening, wedding 
‘or funeral is seated. 

On the other hand, the rural landscape, dot- 
ted with bahay-kubo clustered in barrios and 
agricultural land, tells another story. To Fil- 
ipinos, the bahay-kubo are generic, and the 
longo house is no exception. But the high lev- 
el of outstanding bamboo craftsmanship sets 
the humble Ilonggo kubo far above the typical 
and generic. 

For many generations, Ilonggo craftsmen 
embroider not with needle and thread but with 
‘bamboo, Their bamboo work achieves a play of 
texture by mixing peeled and unpeeled strips 
ог combining dyed and narural-colored strips 


scarcely а feature, no eyes, no 
nose, except for the O of the 
mouth. As such the twin pieces 
evoke the anxiety of the Munch 
painting as well as the terror on 
the face of Francis Bacon's por- 
trait of Pope Innocent X. 

“The Kiss” could be alluding to 
Gustav Klimts painting, or 
Rodin's and Brancusis sculptures 
of the same title, The multiple 
images appear to be replicating 
the posture of Klimts lovers, 
though. But then again we can't 

m "Oy 
Dwellers,” we 
dort see the 
people or their 
dwellings, but 
@ we do get the 
impression of 
congestion, of 
hustle and bus- 
tle, of teeming 
Iie, 
"Festive 
Mood" 1-2, each 
a triptych, have 
silhouettes of 
human figures, but they could be 
rock formations or branches of 
corals. They're more a portrayal 
of movement, perhaps the ener- 
gy of the dance. 

More problematic is the 
‘eponymous piece ‘A Portrait and 
a Dream.” This one purports to 
be a portrait but there is none 
here that reveals anything by 
way of recognizable physiogno- 
my. A portrait of what? We can 
only trace shapes of a tadpole, 
four spermatozoids and a pea- 
cock, 

Of such stuff are dreams 
made. And Cainglet is truly as- 
tute in recreating the sense of 
ambiguity of both vision and 


feeling ofthe dreamer. TRADITIONAL craftsmanship lives on in lloilo. 
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hhandwoven into repeating diamond pattems 
forthe “lowly” sawali matting. 

Bamboo sections are scored, flattened and 
framed for wall panels. They are cut into slats 
for above-the-ground flooring and stripped in 
to ribbons thin enough for weaving. Absolutely 
amazing are bamboo slat patterns, grilles of 
most delicately plaited bamboo lacework exe- 
cuted in fine, hand-embroidery quality. 

Ilonggo architectural bamboo craftsman- 
ship, totally unknown and unappreciated, is 
naif Ilonggo folk art at its finest. 

Iloilo bamboo houses, solid but fragile, en- 
closed but transparent, embody the observa- 
tion that the Philippine bahay-kubo is in 
essence a "basket for living.” 


Romantic view 

‘There exists a romantic view of downtown 
lloilo remaining in a time warp, woven around 
blocks of superlative, intact 19205-405 com- 
mercial structures, heritage that gives Пойо 
опе of the most elegant business areas in the 
country, 

"What a graceful, outstanding heritage en- 
semble, its probably the best, most extensive 
remaining collection of heritage commercial 
buildings in the country. 

Buildings of the same height, size and of 
similar design line streets, a rare but vanishing 
example of urban unity of architectural scale 
and style in the Philippines. Building layouts 
are similar—shophouse-type, two-story rental 
spaces connected by an arcaded sidewalk 

The style of embellishment indicates the 
date of construction. Structures from the 
1920s are decorated in the feminine, lacy Пойо 
wedding-cake style. 

‘The next generation of buildings designed in 
Art Deco geometry of the 19305 is followed by 
а post-World War П generation of structures in 
the robust, no-nonsense 19505 International 
Style 

Not all downtown buildings in Пойо are of 
heritage quality. New shopping destinations 
coexist with the traditional stores that have al- 
‘ways been in the city center, heightening the 
commercial counterplay between old and new. 

An architectural "read" reveals the Пойо sto- 
ту. А walk through Iloilo today reveals so much 
more to the city behind the scenes. 

Behind а generic-looking commercial build- 
ing may stand a grand old mansion. Step back 


WORLD 
Heritage 
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church 
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(if Hoilo traffic won't run you over) to discover 
thata covered sidewalk is part of a sagging her- 
itage commercial building, a redoubtable 
dowager whose better days can once again be 
relived after a simple nip-and-tuck operation. 


Heritage surprises 

‘To really know Iloilo today, one must look 
beyond the overlapping layers of decay, con- 
gestion, chaotic architecture and pockets of 
‘wealth existing almost side by side with pock- 
ets of poverty. Peel back the multiple layers of 
architecture, bad architectural facelifts and ur- 
ban blight for the surprise of your life. . 

Layer after forgotten layer of the Iloilo йогу 
comes to view, Uncover revealing evidence 
about the city and what her people were like, 
culturally, socially and economically during 
key epochs of lilo city’s rich history. 

‘Walk the downtown area to the point of sen- 
sory overload. Suddenly come to the old, ma- 
jestic Customs House by the Пойо River, a mon- 
'umentto the former Queen City ofthe South. 

Around the comer, step farther back to.2 
vanishing era. Find a Spanish colonia-eta 
‘warehouse where young women stil twine 
abaca strands by hand into rope as they have 
done for centuries, 

Пойо is at a cusp. The city has to deal with 
the Ш effects of progress, traffic, congestion, 
uncontrolled development, urban sprav from 
the conversion of neighboring agricultural 
Jand into middle-class subdivisions. 

The age of super modernization has set in. 
Iloilo now boasts of a mix of heritage architec 
ture; modern buildings; up-to-date malls; new 
inner city and suburban land developments; 
and, at long last, a brand-new state-of-art air- 
port in neighboring Canatuan. 

ойо is alive. Nothing is dormant about her 
History and heritage anchor her. They give her 
ап image so singular and unique that no other 
place in the country has. Her economy pro- 
vides income-generating activities for anybody 
in search of it. 

Пойоз layered existence embraces every 
one, old or young, moneyed or working class, 
educated or uneducated, She democratically 
offers something for everyone. 


For inquiries on the Book, "lil, A Rich and 
Noble Land,” call 4545192 or 4545195. 
E-mail the author at pride place@gmail.com 


ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE DE MANILLE 
is holding “Curves,” the joint exhibit 
of nudes by top artists Malang, Cris 
Cruz and Сайа. 

‘The exhibit runs until Dec. 3 at the 
Alliance Total Gallery (209 Nicanor 
Garcia St, formerly Reposo St, Bel- 
Air 2, Makati; tel. 8957585). 

Following is the artist statement: 


Since time immemorial, the hu- 
man figure has been inspiring artists 
from all over the world. We are no 
exception. Whether we make use of 
live models or reference pho- 
Tographs, rendering the human 
form continues to challenge us with 
the many intricacies that it pre- 
sents. 


CIPRA KAMATOY 


"That we have chosen to depict 
nudes makes this endeavor far 
more thought-provoking. The dif- 
ficulty lies in achieving that deli 
cate balance of light and shadow 
along with the corresponding pro- 
portions to create a likeness that 
truly highlights the curves of the 
body. 
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Malang, Cruz and Cana at Alliance Francaise 


An added dimension to this exer- 
cise is the convergence of three dif- 
ferent styles. Given the varying ap- 
proaches that each of us have pur- 
sued as individual artists, the 
dilemma lies in whether to trans- 
late the image as a reflection of our 
personal styles or to break away 
and render the female figures as 


close to reality as possible. 

Finally, while the female form is 
the focus of this exhibition, 
“Curves” is also a celebration of 
friendship. This show marks the 
first time that the three of us are ex- 
hibiting together. With God’s grace, 
we hope that this would not be the 
last. 


Master 
of constr 


By Sylvia Mendez Ventura 
Contributor’ 


АКЕ WAY, ALL YE RE- 
alists, impressionists, 
expressionists, primi- 

vits. A constructivist is 
coming. In fact she has ar- 
rived. 

Dr. Cipra Kamatoys art 
gallery, Museo ni Cipra, 
will be inaugurated on 
De. 1, 11 am, in 
Alaminos, Laguna, in a 
compound that contains 
four buildings she de- 
signed and built. The exhib- 
it will showcase her impres- 
sive collection of paintings 
and sculptures done in con- 
seructivst style. 

Marked by architectonic unity, 
balance, symmetry, and kinetics, 
Cipra's abstract works are not the 
kind that viewers would describe 
as ‘what my cat can do better” 

Constructivist ап, or construc- 
tivism, which originated in Rus- 
sia and migrated to Germany and 
the US, is the formal organization 
of planes and the expression of 
volume by means of moder in- 
dustrial materials such as glass, 
plastic, steel, and other metals. 

“ОР constructivism evolved 

independently from that of her 
foreign counterparts. Hers is 
strictly home-grown—innate, as 
it were—having developed 
chiefiy from her formal lessons in 
architecture and her absorption 
in the work of the carpenters 
who built her first house. 

Her masterpieces are criss- 
crossing arrangements of squares, 

„ ectangles, circles, cubes, 

spheres, pyramids, ev- 
ery conceivable geo- 
metric shape in an 
infinite number of 
positions—upside 
down and right 
side up, spiraling 
clockwise and coun- 
terclockwise, undu- 

2 ating left and right, de- 

* pending on the onlookers 

angle of vision. 

A noteworthy ex 
ample is her painting 
entitled “Tangram,” 
based on a Chinese 
puzzle, a configuration 
of five triangles, a rhom- 
boid, and a square within a 
square, in monochromatic 
‘hades of brown. She often de 
signs her metal seulptures and 
paintings as lookalikes, 
displaying each pair to- / 
gether intimately, like 
identical twins. 

Some years ago her 
crucifixes in metal, 
stained glass, and acrylic 
on canvas eamed her the title 
Outstanding Solo Exhibitor in 
the lobby of the Philippine Heart 
‘Center. She has also exhibited at 
the Ayala Museum. 


Mentored by Bitanga 

She was mentored in the fine 
ants by abstractionist Charito Bi- 
tanga, who encouraged her to 
show her work to the public be- 
fore someone else beat her to it. 

Gipres angular backgrounds 
оп canvas are often softened by 

"petals and leaves rendered in rep- 
"resentational mode. Her derailed 
wickerwork (sulihiya), a striking 
‘geometric pattern in itself, sets off 
assorted flowers and foliage in 
the foreground. Her expertis in 
decorative painting shows in the 
upholstery of her chairs and in 
the table napkins that match the 
patterns in her china, 

‘She lays her canvas flat on the 
"base of a lazy susan which she 
spins around as she applies her 
colors to her patterns. One would 
expect such meticulousness to 
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CIPRA Kamatoy's 
M. kinetic art acrylic on 
б. wood (right) and 


wood (right) 


and “Bestof Both =~ "Y 


Worlds" 


slow her down; instead, at age 
80, she works incessantly, while 
not engrossed in dentistry house 
building, furniture making, inte- 
rior design, cuisine, underwrit- 
ing, and composing music. Her 
CD, “Listen to My Memories,” 
will provide mood music during 
her opening. 

Forty years ago, when she was 
already a furniture maker, Cipra 
completed all the academic re 
quirements for a degree in archi- 
tecture except her thesis. Her 
group members, with whom sh 
was engaged in the design of a 

fort, often visited her clinic for 
research assistance. Unfor- 
bs tunately, her time was 
limited by her primary 
business of pulling 
teeth (at five pesos 
per extraction). Her 
lack of a diploma in 
architecture is the on 
ly thing she regrets. In 
all other pursuits, includ- 
ing memorial-park 
counseling, — her 
achievements have 
been remarkable. 
Some of Cipra's 
specialties in interi 
or design ае 
stained glass room di- 
viders (with artwork on 
both sides of each panel), lamp- 
shades and chandeliers of gen- 
uine glass, and staircases. The 
ч, tints on her glass pieces 
give them the translucent 
gleam of kapis shells. She 
acquired her stained-glass 

A| know-how in San Francis- 

Euri E 
nine-hour crash course that nor- 
mally takes three weeks. 

Constructivism is the root of 
her fascination with stairs. Four 
children of a fiend of hers had 
already fallen from their stairs; 
before the fifth could come tum- 
bling after, their mother asked 
Kamatoy to design а safe stai 
case. The lady's husband scoffed, 
“1f your architec failed in his de- 
sign, why should your dentist 
succeed?” But this talented den- 
tist proceeded with her design of 
fall-proof steps. No more bruises 
and bumps ever since. 

Why do people think dentists 
are only good at drilling teeth? 
When Cipra ventured into house 
paining for the first time, a 
friend ofthe homeowner warned 
her, "Репіна уап, hindi house 
painter” But Cipra wielded her 
housepainter’s brush with artistic 
ай, moving the doubter to eat 
Ber words. 


MINI HIFI 


Email the author at sventu- 
ra@mydestiny.net, 


HOME THEATRE 


like-no.other” 
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Garcia at West 

West Gallery (4/F Bldg. A, SM Megamall, tel. 
8341284) prosents "Points of Departure,” fea- 
turing the latest paintings by Nona Garcia, until 
Dec. 4. Garcia looks into empty spaces, scho- 
ing ideas of impermanence, displacement and 
the transitory. Based on fellow artist Ringo 
Bunoan's photographs of empty apartments in 
Cubao, the works also investigate the idea of 
‘memory, capturing things left behing in 
spaces—which have already been abandoned 
and deserted. 


Camacho at Mag:net 

Mag:net Gallery (335 Agcor Bldg, Katipunan 
Ave. Loyola Heights, QG, tel. 9293191) pre- 
sents Bea Camacho's "Conversion Factors," 
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until Nov. 29. Camacho's work is grounded in 
logic and the rationality of calculations. These 
calculations are based on unknown mathemat- 
ical constants—the constants that convert the 
feeling of separation into a crocheted cord, the 
fear of forgetting into a traceless sheet of pa- 
per, and the impulse to communicate into a 
white wal 


SARAY 
and Ker paintin 
Orendain at Xavierville 

Sarah Orendain presents her 25 acrylic and oil 
paintings in “Pasinaya,” a celebration ofthe 
artist's life, Dec. 1, at Xavierville | Clubhouse, 
0С. Orendain is a student of Fernando Sera. 


Aquilizan at Duemila 
‘redo Juan Aqulizan presents "Water- 
wor" unl Dec. 4 at Galleria Duel (210 
Loring St, Pasay 
Ciy, tl 
8310998339815). 
inthis exhib, 
Aquiza returns to 
his roots of pal 
ings or rather the 
ome of his heart 
His paintings arein 
hues of gray with 
black and white 
and siver—refiecting the shorelines cf the 
Queensland beaches, specifically tne Sunshine 
Coast where he and his children go to spend 
time together 


Welbart Bartolome 
will exhibit "in My 
Place" on Dec. 16- 
Jan. 2at the Art Cen- 
ter, SM Megamall, 
Mandaluyong City. 
The exhibit wili fea- 


FIVE top artists present “Dilop,” unti Nov. 30 at Asia Art Gallery, 2/5 
SM Май of Asia, Pasay City. The artists are Romulo Olazo, Raul Isidro, 
Julius Limpe, Al Perez and Fil Delacruz. 


FERNANDO B. Sena Art Workshop features “Bagong Sibol ‘0 


group exhibit, Nov. 27-Dec. 2, at the 4/F 


| 
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The new Nokia N95 8GB boasts of a bigger 8GB internal 
memory, a Wider 2.8” QVGA screen, a 5 megapixel camera 
with Carl де Optics, BVD-grade vidéos, the Nokia Video Center 


device just got all beefed up. 
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Mod a i a 


ета Lobby, Citywalk 2, 
Eastwood City, Libis, QC. Photo shows (front 
row, from left) Katha Villanueva, Christine 
Sena, Patricia Ocampo, Alexandra Descallar 
and Louise Dominguez; (second row) 
Isabella Fores, Alyanna Chio, Gabbi Reyes, 
Ma. Isabel Jimenez and Jessica Ocampo. 


ture over 20 works including "Tseria (Homage 
to Gustav Klimt), "Vanity" and “The Black 
Bride." Call 6320223. 


Shows at Nineveh, Laguna 

Five ап shows are set at Nineveh Artspace in 
Villa Silangan, Sta. Cruz, Laguna, until Dec. 18: 
“Pagitan by Brenda Fajardo; "Ka-Araw-an* by 
Baglan; "Entablado" by Bayani Acala; "Solo 
Plight” by Joselito Jandayan," and "Kwentong 
Kutsero,” by 10 young award-winning artists. 
Call (049) 8086617 or 09167720368. 


Rayos del Sol at Nine 

Danny Rayos del Sol presents his creative 
works on ostrich eggs in “Rayos del Sol 
Whimsy.” an adventure in egg sculpture in 
Gallery Nine (Bidg. A., Art Center, SM Mega- 
тай, Mandaluyong City) starting Dec. 6. Over 
20 ostrich sculpture pieces are cut and carved 
meticulously, each опе different from the oth- 
er, with subjects ranging from the religious to 
landscapes, geometric patterns, flora and fav- 
na. Call 8877302 or 09178925538. 


'SINUDA,” by Carlito es 


Egai Fernandez 
and Carlito Ortega 
in duo show 


“VERSES IN BRUSH AND BRASS" IS A 
two-man exhibit by painter Egai Fer 
nandez and sculptor Carlito Ortega. 
‘The show plays on the themes of love 
and war, beauty and madness, as ex 
emplified in Fernandezs “Digmaan, 
Kinakasakiman ng Mga Mag-iina" and 
Ortega’s “Sinuda.” 

Though of different media, the 
artists, who are longtime friends, come 
together for the first time to interpret 
their ideas on the dialectical realities 
oflife. 

The show runs until Dec. 5 in 
Gallery Nine, 4/1, Artwalk, SM Mega- 
mall. Call 9108016. 


‘Available at the following Nokia Stores nationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall, SM Gy North Edsa, Gaisano 
Davao, Gateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tadoban City, Lim Ket Kai Center (DO, Alabang Town Center, Mall of Asia, 
Podium, Greenhills, SM City Cebu, SM lloilo, SM Bacolod, Rockwell Bonifacio High Street, Trinoma; Dagupan, SM Batangas, SM Pampanga 
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“DIGMAAN, Kinakasakiman ng Mga 
Mag-iina,” by Egai Fernandez 
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Mariel y Juan, violin-piano duo 


HE VIOLIN-PIANO 
| duo partnership of 
Mariel Ilusorio and 

Juan Luis Muñoz was 
formed in 2005. Both 
artists have vast experi- 
ence performing in Eu- 
rope, South America and 
South Africa, where 
they're based. They have 
organized their own 
chamber music series at 
South Africa's Rhodes 
University, titled ‘Juan, 
Mariel and Friends.” 
‘They teach and 
live in Graham- 
stown with their 


and 
one-year-old Intemational Association of Business Commumeators AHEAD PROFESSIONAL NETWO! 
daughter, Anita ok 
Mariel. ы ый 

lusorio began OMPREHENSi 


playing the piano at 
an early age and 
continued her musi 
cal studies through 
various scholar- 
ships, earning her 
pre-college diploma 
from the Julliard 
School in New York 
and her bachelor of 
music from the 
‘Oberlin Conservato- 
ry in Ohio. She then 
traveled to Ger- 


many, where she 
studied in the 
Hanover State 


Academy, obtaining 
her masteral and 


A 
BUSINESS 


doctoral degrees in Piano Per- 
formance. She lived there for 10 
years. In 2000, she won first 
prize in the 9th Carlo Soliva In- 
ternational Music Competition 
in Italy. 

Ilusorio regularly returns to 
the Philippines to do outreach 
concert tours and master class- 
ез. She has recorded two CDs of 
solo piano music. 

Muñoz has lived in South 
Africa for the past 18 years, 
playing an active role in that 
country’s musical Ме. Born in 
Santiago, Chile, he studied un- 
der Prof. Fernando Ansaldi and 
Prof. Sergio Prieto at the 


Catholic University of Santiago, 
Chile. There he was concert 
master of the University Sym- 
phony Orchestra. He toured 
Chile, Argentina and Peru, as 
soloist and concert master of 
the Mineduc orchestra. He 
moved to South Africa as sub- 
principal violinist of the Capab 
orchestra. He has performed in 
numerous concerts as leader of 
the Johannesburg Philharmon- 
ic Orchestra, Johannesburg Mu- 
sic Initiative and Cape Town 
Baroque Ensemble, which he 
founded. 

The duo combines Mufioz’s 
vast experience as a conductor 


and chamber musician, and 
Ilusorio's musical training and 
exceptional musicality. There 
is а unique union of different 
backgrounds and influences 
producing ап exciting and 
artistic combination: Mariel y 
Juan. 

The Ваш Music Founda: 
tion presents "Mariel y Juan" 

Nov. 29, 7 рат, at St. Cecil 

Hall of St. Scholastica's 
College, leon Guinto St, 
Malate, Manila. The concerts 
proceeds will be for the benefit 
of the St. Scholastica's music 
scholars. For inquiries, call 
5268080. 
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Manila Cathedral to hold т  — 


2nd Pipe Organ Festival 


THE MANILA CATHEDRAL- 
Basilica (MCB), the seat of the 
Archbishop of Manila and 
home to the biggest pipe organ. 
in Southeast Asia, will be hold- 
ing its second Pipe Organ Festi 
val on Dec. 2, 5, 6, 8, and 10. 

Msgr. Nestor C. Cerbo, rector 
of the MCB, said that the festi 
val, solemn but celebratory, is 
liturgical in format, a way of 
coneretizing MCB' role as the 
powerhouse of liturgical music 
їп the Archdiocese of Manila 
and of bringing to public ap- 
preciation the wonderful 
sounds of the Church's magnif- 
{cent musical instrument. 

“Like what we did last year 
in the first staging of the event, 
this year’s festival is open and 
free to the public, in much the 


SAN Carlos Optimi Choir 


organ festival product, more 
composers will be inspired to 
whip up new liturgical songs 
that are best sung with the pipe 
organ accompaniment.” 

The complete program of 
this year's festival: 

1. Four Marian Songs con- 
cert-Dec. 2, 1:30 p.m. 

2. Solemn Маз for the 
Cofradia de la Inmacula- 
da-Dec. 2, 2 p.m. 


East Chorale, Comelec organ firm, Pels & Sohn, its in 
Chorale, and MCB'sownweek- stallation marked by an inau- 
day choir. gural concert with we 
claimed Belgian organist Flor 
Peters as performer. 
шг liturgical menu, — With 70 stops, four manuals, 
envision the Manila anda pedal, the pipe organ has 
Cathedral-Basilica to be the 5,500 pipes (i 


same way as liturgical celebra- RO Consolacionll source and symbol of such pets) placed on seven maj -With the soft launching of 

tions are done free of charge,” ALEIANDI sounds of wonderful splendor chests and supplied by 12 bel- the new Composition, “Misa 

Gerbo said im the local Church,” Cerbo lows and four electric blowers, Immaculada Concepcion" 
“Performers at the occasion Sure to fascinate the crowd Seid all of which were either re 3. Triduum Masses with 


are the countrys leading pipe are the stunning finger works The Manila Cathedral Pipe paired or replaced to make the. Recital-Dec. 5, 6 7, 

Organists, some of them a vi- and versatile musicianship of Organ, idle and almost dead instrument a total reconstitu- = CRISPIN Añ 12:10 p.m. 

tual institution by musical mer- United Kingdom's Peter Staple- for 15 years due to its state of tion of the original. Ме 4, Solemnity of Mary, the Im- 

its,” he said ston. Holding a masters de- disrepair, was re-launched last “Quite a marvel in its mag- Garo said maculate Conception-Dec. 8, 
Artists in the lineup are іл. gree in music, Stapleton has December after being restored nificence and massiveness, he nay; song, Misa Immac. 12noon 

temationally acclaimed Been in the Philippinesfor over to its original form and func- and highly prized for its rich һе Gow 5008, Mist NAC With grand launching of 

recitalist Armando Salarza; a year now, serving in a special tion at the initiative of Cerbo. ^ historical value, the MCB piece : 


be launched at this years fesi De new composition, "Mia 
val, was composed by Alejan- Immaculada Concepcion 
dro as commissioned by the 5. Anniversary Mass- 


multi-awarded singer, compos- tine as director of music for Тһе rehabilitation, done by Organ is considered one. 
ez and conductor Alejando the British School in Manila. the Diego Cera Organbuilders, country’s cultural treasures 
Consolacion П; choirmaster- “The festival’schoral concerts cost P4.95 million, Cerbosaid. and a telling liturgical trade- {fe Dec. 10, 6 p.m. 

conductor Armin Comon; will feature the San Carlos Op- ‘The pipe organ was original- mark of this premier church of MCN. hope that, with the ex- _ 6 Gala concert-Dec. 10, 


Ghoiaster and singer Crispin imi Choi, University of the Iy builtin 1958 by the Flemish the Archdiocese of Manila” ample of tis pioneering pipe 7PM 


COMITE. 
Fesejswith _ 
Cardinal Rosales; 
Armando 
‘Arionday, Ado 
Escudero, Danny 
Dolor, Allan 


»sales with Imelda Cojuangco and Cofradia board members Tengco and 
CARDINAL Rosales with Imelda Cojuangco and Cofradia board membe ere 


Traditional Marian procession on Dec. 2 


N ITS 28TH 
year, the Cofradia 
de la Inmaculada 


Concepcion will hold the 
annual grand Marian pro- 
cession on the first Sun- 
day of December to honor 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Scheduled on Dec. 2 at 
4 pam. the procession will be 
participated in by 60 carrozas 
beating the different titles of 
Mary. The procession, held in 
cooperation with the Intra- 
muros Administration, will be 
opened by Archbishop Diosda- 
do Talamayan of Tuguegarao. 
‘The Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines will precede the proces. Bf 
Sion with a military parade from эластан 
the Manis cali i qe NUESTRA Stora Dolores 
streets of Intramuros. алыушы и 


A Triduum of Masses will be Our Lady of La Naval, Virgen 
held on Nov. 27 to 29 at de Los Remedios of Pampanga, 
11:45 a.m. at the Manila Cathe- Virgen de la Soledad de Porta 
dral. The First Communion of Vaga of Cavite, Our Lady of Pe- 
500 public school children will Bafrancia of Naga, Our Lady of 
beheld on Dec. 1 ar 10am.,al- Victory Nuestra Señora del 
so at the Manila Cathedral, with Rosario of Salinas, Cavite, 
Bishop Teodoro Bacani as cele- among oth 
brant. The “comite de festejos” is 
Hermanos mayores 2007 Es- composed of Conrado Escud- 
tela Justiniani Lopez and Josefi- ero, chair; Jorge Allan Tengco, 
ma “Piang” Lopez-Tiongson hair; Danilo Dolor, Ar- 
will hold a concelebrated Her- mando Arionday, Carmelo 
mana Mass on Dec. 2 at 2 p.m. Pablo ford Chua, mem- 
with Lipa Archbishop Ramon bers. The Cofradia officers are 
Arguelles as main celebrant, Imelda Cojuangco, founding 
Expected to join the proces- chair; Danilo Dolor, vice chair, 
sion are the venerated images Aurora Eizmendi, president 
of the Immaculate Concepcion, Lourdes Castañeda, vice presi- 
Our Lady of Manaoag, Our La- dent; Ma. Victoria Tengco, пев 
ду of La Naval, OurLadyofPiat surer; Fe Rodriguez, assistant 
of Cagayan Valley, Our Lady of treasurer, and Carmelo Pablo, 
Caysasay of Taal, Batangas, secretary 


2 LA Divina Pastora of Gapan, 
Nueva Ecija 


Eucharistic 
‚ congress on Dec. 1 


THE EUCHARISTIC — ADORERSS 
League, the Holy Spirit Adoration Sis- 
ters (Pink Sisters) and the Saint Joseph 
Adoration Convent invite everyone to 
the 20th Eucharistic Congress on 
Dec. 1, 7a.m.-5:30 pu 

‘The theme for this year is in line 
with the latest encyclical by Pope 
Benedict XVI which explores the rich- 
mess of the sacrament of the Eu- 
charist. The lectures will be on the 
Pope's apostolic exhortation, "Sacra- 
mentum Caritatis." 

Speakers include Fr. Apolinario Ty, 
555; Fr. Linuis Nicasio, SVD; Bishop 
Pablo David and Fr Raul Caga, SVD. A 
concelebrated Mass to be presided by 
Bishop David will close the day. 

Registration, free of charge, will 
startat 7 a.m. Families are invited 


NUESTRA Señora de Santissimo Rosario of the 


NUESTRA Señora de Navidad of the Villacorta family Azares family ‘OUR Lady of the Immaculate Conception 
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San Beda Christmas concert 


THE BEDAN JUBILARI- 
ans of 2008, the San Beda 
College Alumni Founda- 
tion and the San Beda 
College Alumni Associa- 
tion, in cooperation with 
PLDT, Smart Communi- 
cations, Megaworld 
Corp., San Miguel Corp. 
and Toyota Pasong Tamo, 
have organized an invita- 
tional Christmas concert 
at the Abbey Church of 
Our Lady of Montserrat, 
Mendiola, Manila. 

Dubbed “Adventus: А Christ- 
mas Concert," the event will be 
heldonDec.1,7pm.Themu. Mess à 
sical concert will feature Bedan BIMBO Cerrudo, George Yang, 
and businessman-singer and Rachelle Gerodias 
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George Yang, actor Calvin Mil- 
lado, Maricris Bermont, Bo Ger- 
rudo and soprano Rachelle 
Gerodias. 

Also featured are the Manila 
Philharmonic Rhythm Orches- 
tra under the baton of Rodel 
Colmenar and the UP Singing 
Ambassadors, Freddie Santos 
will direct this musical show. 

Proceeds of the concert will 
be used for the rehabilitation of 
the historic Abbey Church of 
Our Lady of Montserrat; the 
construction of the SBC Taytay 
Athletes Quarters, and the 
scholarship program of the SBC 
‘Alumni Foundation. Patron 
concert tickets priced at P5,000 
are now available at the Alumni 
Office, Call 7336131 ог 
7355905. 


STIC CORPORATION , 
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This year, Hong Kong's famed WinterFest (30/11/2007 - 1/1/2008) has organized а 
series of fabulous programmes for you. You'll be spoiled for choice with spectacular 
animated illuminations that cover the skyscrapers on both sides of Victoria. Harbour. 
The streets and malls are dressed up in dazzling decorations and there are fabulous 
celebrations and surprise performances by troupes of entertainers, Enjoy mega-savings 
shopping sales plus dining treats and the stupendous New Year countdown with 
rooftop pyrotechnics to welcome the New Year and the 2008 Olympic Games. 


Discover happy.sparkling parties at WinterFest. Come with your friends to celebrate 
a glittering winter getaway. 


Check out more programme highlights at DiscoverHongKong.com. ono RON Ta oan 
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joy the promise of deliciously happy holidays! 
Get a special Marks and Spencer Christmas Gift Basket {ог a 

minimum purchase of five (5) Acer Commercial Notebooks, 
Commercial Desktop and/or Projectors or a combination of the 
three product lines mentioned from any of the participating 
authorized Acer Elite Partners and Corporate Resolles nationwide. 
Hurry! This delectably-concocted promo Is from October 15 to 
December 15, 2007 only. See flyers for more details. 
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20-percent off Bible atlas 


FOLLOW THE KINGDOM, 
walk with the Prophets, dine 
with the Disciples and travel 
the Biblical landscape through 
the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date Bible atlas to hit the 
shelves of National Book 

"Biblica: The Bible At- 
las" takes you on a social and 
historical journey through the 
life and times of Jesus. 

With over 650 stunning 

photos, 125 full-color maps, 
and a barrage of interesting 
trivia, this marriage of schol- 
arly data and archaeological 
findings is heralded as one of 
the most authoritative histori- 
cal references on the market 
today. 
Get “Biblica” at a 20-per- 
cent discounted price of 
P1,960 at all NBS outlets na- 
tionwide until Dec. 31. 
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Wellness, beauty and murder: 


in latest Metro Society 


THE THIRD ANNUAL HEALTH, well- 
ness and Beauty issue of Metro Society 
‘out this month is packed with some of 
the most glamorous suggestions in 
pursuing the pampered life and staying 
in the best shape possible. 

Cover personalities Tessa Prieto- 
Valdes, Diether Ocampo and a newly 
pregnant Mikee CojuangcoJaworski 
talk about their struggles and the disci- 
pline behind their athletic forms. 

For Tessa, it was reaching the Big 4-0 
three years ago that made her almost 
fimess-obsessed. For Diether, a strict 
exercise regimen assures him he can 
live up to his multi-faceted life. For Mi- 
kee, the realization that riding horses 
is the one thing that has kept her fit all 
these years—so why did she ever think 
of letting it go? 

Part of the magazine's health and 
wellness package include profiles of 


three of Manila's most sought-after 
personal trainors; the best beauty sa- 
lons in town that are more than just 
about haircuts and makeup; a portfo- 
lio of some of Manila's most dedicated 
yoga practitioners; and an interview 
with the only Filipino supermodel, 
‘Anna Bayle, who talks about the se- 
сте to her fabulously maintained 
beauty 

Not all is pristine and glamorous, 
however in the life of the privileged. 
Also in this issue, Metro Society meets 
the characters behind the celebrated 
murder case of Rico Delgado who was 
allegedly slain by his stepbrother Louie 
Gonzales in the former's own home last 
March. 

Belonging to two of the most promi- 
nent families in business and society, 
the murder has served as rich fodder 
for society talk for months. Friends and 
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family talk to the magazine about the 
Rico and Louie they knew, and reveal 
the secrets of the family feud that could 
have been the beginning of the bloody 
end. 

Metro Society is the bimonthly soci- 
ety magazine from ABS-CBN Publish- 
ing and is available in newsstands and 
bookstores nationwide, 
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THE MEETING between 
Beowulf and Grendel's mother | 


Beowulf myth 
in 


By Eldric Paul A. Peredo 


Conte BEOWULF and Hrothgar 
HILE WE HAVE BEEN EX- 
periencing an onslaught The best 
of comic-book characters 

on the big screen, movie adapta- speakers 


tions of heroic tales from classic lit- 
erature (Shakespeare and others) 
or the brittle pages of history books 
(Frank Millers Spartan tale, 
*300") remain attractive projects Learn from 
for filmmakers, chiefly for the the authority. 
timelessness of the stories and 
their appeal to a curious audience p 

that for one reason or another VER AM Т\Р ALL 
didn't have time to read the text. \, l 
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By Constantino C. Tejero 


EOPLE ONCE THOUGHT 
any pedestrian who had a 


the writers’ recollections, inter- Ё 
views, kin’s testimonials, vin- BP? S 
tage photographs. For a book of ij 

gift for gab could become 379 pages, it is rather heavy, as 

an effective PR person. In other itis of wide and thick glossy pa- 

words, the practice was held in per 

low esteem or facetiously dis- 

missed. 

PR, interchangeably defined 
аз “public relations” and “press 
relations,” used to be only a 
support service of advertising. ed, too, such as the 10 Com- 
‘Today it has grown into a full- mandments of PR as drafted by 
blown profession. It used to be Nieva. 
that doing PR was just moon- Ог Virtusio's own 
lighting, ог a sideline of one’s Decalogue, at once 
day job. Now itis a very lucra- funny, commonsensi- 
tive career. cal and touching (and 

A recently launched book he even talks of Gau- 
tracing the early years of PR in Ф апа Almodévar!) 
the country and how it came on Agatep is a master 
its own is "How to Make Itin of crisis manage- 
PR,” published by Context Com- ment, as could be 
munications International, Ine. seen inhow he han. 

Subtitled “PR Veterans Tell dled the cases of 
‘TheirStories,"itisan anthology Gen. Antonio 
of professional and personal Sotelo and Block 
memoirs by Oscar Villadolid, & White skin lo- 
Charlie Agatep, Maximino ton. 

Edralin Jr, Virgilio Pantaleon, — Buensalidols is 

Francisco Roman, Romeo Virtu- an exemplary 

sio, Rene Nieva, Pedro Padre Jr. case of the bal 

and Joycelyn Buensalido. ancing act be- 

Iris the first of its kind pub- tween PR job, 
lished in the country—a must- friendship with 
read for anyone who aspires to journalists, 
become a PR practitioner or put and family. 
up а communications business, There is, of course, corporate 
and should be a textbook for social responsibility as ex- 
any school of public communi- pounded by everyone who has 
cation, ever handled big companies as 

‘The handsomely printed clients 
book, edited by Virtusio and Тһе wealth of recollections is 
with a foreword by JJ Calero (of thrown in relief by the sharp- 
the advertising world), is divid- ness of memory. Agatep, for in- 


Beowulf myth in 3D 


oe op ee ре уре, 
| 


Decalogue of PR 

Pieces of invaluable advice 
are dispensed from page to 
page. And they're easily digest- 


stance, remembers stuff like 
Cortal, Cafiaspirina and a host 
of cough syrups and laxatives, 
as well as Esso chemicals, pesti- 
cides like Hytox and Erador. 
Cultural and historical trivia 


From pagel troubled king Hrothgar, whose profi- 
засу, we discover, is caused by a past 
Three-part story indiscretion. 


‘The epic, generally presented as а 
three-part structure because of the 
three monsters that antagonize the 
main character, is staple reading in 
European literature classes. It sings 
of the great warrior Beowulfs ех 
plos in the old kingdom of Den- 


show for ali his talk. 


mark, ruled by King Hrothgar. QUEEN Wealthow (Robin Wright owulfs right-hand man, Wiglaf, 
The шпиле of ве. Pen) presencsthe dragon horn to while Robin Wright Penn i Froth 
онуи. 


cwulfs conquest are the monster 
Grendel, who has been terrorizing 
the land, and later his mother, who 
avenges Grendel's death by attacking 
and killing a royal adviser. 

Understandably, the screenplay, 
written by Neil Gaiman (Stardust,” 
"The Sandman” series) and Roger 
Avary (Pulp Fiction”), fils in many 
of the gaps in the poem, including a 
50-year void that fastforwards the 
story to Beowulf’ final, fatal bare 
with a dragon irritated by the theft of 
its treasure. 

Most notable is the movie's presen- 
tation of Beowulfs meeting with 
Grendel's mother, a nameless crea- 
ture that the literary text says is de- 
scended from the first murderer, siren. He had made a pact with a de- 
Cain. mon, Avary says. 

Scholars are at loggerheads asto Рог the scriptwriters, even the 
her nature; she has been described as dragon is connected to the earlier 
ahag as well as a Valkyrie, a Teutonic bates, and is treated as a demon of 
goddess. In the movie, she is a beau- Beowulls past come to exact 
tiful seductress with unknown pow- vengeance for the warriors past sins. 
er, hinted to have brought under her _ In the poem, this final battle takes 
spell not only Beowulf himself but al- place in Beowulfs home kingdom. 
so Hrothgar. But the movie presents him as the 

2 successor of Hrothgar, conflicted in 
Disjointed his old age by the excesses of his war- 

"The poem always seemed dis- 


rior-lifestyle. 
Jointed to me and, in particular, Be- _ Inadvertently this new plot creates 
owulf never seemed to be the most 


a hole and leaves it open: What was 
reliable of narrators,” says Avary “For broken in the pact between Beowulf first performan 


Arguabl 


portantly by the eyes. 


HROTHGAR (Anthony Hopkins) 
tempt to be 
def's head, and not the mother’s. 
“It became obvious to me that Be- 
owulf had fallen prey to the same 
temptations I surmised had befallen 


troubled monster. 
Bold move 


metro. 


abound. Who would 
have thought you could 
get a taxicab from 
Baguio to Manila for 
P75 in the mid-1960s? 


INGROPUNZAAN 


the perpetual  namedrop- 
ping—but these, too, must be 
taken as quite natural in this 
world, and don't sound artifi- 
cial or false. 


Or that a newspaperman 

in the early ‘60s was get- 
ting P450 a month, plus 
P60 transportation al- 
lowance? 


The book's second part com- 
prises brief profiles of three pio: 
neers: a piece on RR de la Cruz 
and old interviews with Pedro 
‘Teodoro and José Carpio (con- 
sidered the Dean of Public Rela- 
tions in the Philippines). 

At first blush, legitimate jour- 
nalism and PR practice would 
seem to be at odds. The issue of 
their symbiosis and antagonism 
had been extensively discussed 
in а recent cover story of PJR 
Reports. 

Yet most of the PR honchos in. 
this book started out in journal- 
ism: Edralin, Villadolid, Padre, 
Pantaleon and Virtusio. 

What is propaganda to one is 
advocacy to another. But, really, 
theyre just two sides of the 
same coin. 


Journalism vs PR 

The writers’ styles vary 
from the carefully worded 
to the breezy, from the jar- 
gonish to the conversation: 
from the technical to the self- 
consciously literary One 
thing they have in common, 
though, is clarity: the lucid- 
ness of writing and the lucidity 
of ideas. 

There, гоо, is a certain soft 
ness about the pieces, so that 
even if itis technical writing the 
common reader can easily ab- 
sorb. It must be the training in 


Socorro Ramos 


amora 
communication, the discipline 
of getting the message across 
with the minimum of effort, 
that PR entails. 

‘To be sure there are the cliché 
words, the specialized lan- 
guage, the motherhood state 
ments, the do-gooder attitude, 


Grand homecoming to mark 
UST Varsitarian’s 80th year 


John Malkovich is the jealous Un- 
ferth, who accuses Beowulf of being 
a boastful boor who has nothing to 


Angelina Jolie provides the 3D im- 
age of Grendel's mother. Finally, 
British actor Brendan Gleeson is Be- 


gar's wife, the Queen Wealthow. 
however, the perfor- 
mance of the cast is limited by the 
technology itself While the 3D ren- 
dering is excellent, nothing subst 
tutes for the most subtle nuances real 
actors bring to the screen, most im- 


The technology does open up a lot 
of possibilities not imaginable in а re- 
al set and with real actors. Sill, the 
viewer will get lost in the movie's at- 

authentic, language- 
wise. There is a smattering of Ger- 
man-sounding poetry and Grendel 
speaks in indiscernible Old English. 

‘The writer particularly cringes at 
Hrothgar—the temptations of а Jolie's fake Old English accent 
Meanwhile, Crispin Glover's screams 
make the 12-foot Grendel seem like а 
piteous autistic rather than a rightly 


The movie is being screened in 
both 3D and 2D formats, but viewers 
of the larer will not miss much if they 
don't go the extra mile (or several) to 
the only 3D movie theater in the 


"Beowulf? is a bold gamble by Ze- 

meckis, noowithstanding the warm 

reception to “The Polar Express,” his 
prure feature. 


THE VARSITARIAN, THE OFFICIAL STU- 
dent organ of University of Santo Tomas 
and the country’s oldest and most re- 
spected Catholic campus paper, will 
mark its 80th anniversary on Jan. 19 
with a grand alumni homecoming. 

Billed "Valik Varsi 80," the reunion will 
be held at Sofitel Philippine Plaza at the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines com- 
plex. 

The Varsitarian has produced some 
of the country’s top writers, artists, 
teachers, thinkers, scholars and media 
professionals. It is the only student pa- 


per to have an entry in the CCP Encyclo- 
pedia for the Arts. Its alumni include 
National Artists for Literature Е Sionil 
José and Bienvenido Lumbera, and Na- 
tional Artist for the Visual Arts J. 
Elizalde Navarro. 

All Varsitarian alumni here and abroad 
are invited. Slots are limited. 

For reservations, call the Varsitarian of- 
fice at 4061611 local 8235, or visit the of- 
ficial website at wwwalikvarsi.com, or 
text Kristine Jane Liu at 09152563631, 
Jenny Aguilar at 09275278128, ог Emil 
Dela Cruz at 09063254523. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
East, with the UE College of 
Law, UE Foundation for Re- 
search and Advanced Studies 
Inc., UE Law Alumni Associa- 
tion Inc., and Philippine Asso- 
ciation of Law Schools wil 
hold the First Luzviminda D. 
Puno Memorial Lecture with 
Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno 
as lecturer. 

The lecture, “The Impor- 
tance of Family in Nation- 
Building,” will be held on Dec. 
6, 2 p.m., at the UE Conference Hall, 4/F 
Dalupan Sr Bldg., UE Manila. 

"This lecture is dedicated to the memory 


PUNO 


FILIPINO-AMERICAN WRITER JESSICA 
Hagedorn has been called the “vanguard 
artist” of her generation. Her works have 
garnered acclaim as the “kind of novels that 


- — , Willbe writen in the next century” 
instance, Grendel never attacks and Grendel's mother? “Polar Express” was a children's 

Hrothgar; he just torments him. |. . Chrismas story and the 3D “Be- es Soe aren 
Why? It made me ask the simple Limited stellar cast онш teeters between the 7-12 de- rae’ Challenges com —- 


question that for some reason no one 
has ever asked before: Who is Gren- 
dels father?" 

Аз for Beowulf, it is said that he 
killed Grendel's mother, but we only 
have his word and, in fact, he 
emerged from the cave with Gren- 


technology should have saved a lot 
for the movie's production despite 
the high-caliber cast. 

Ray Winstone (“The Departed”) 
lends his likeness to the warrior Be- 
‘owulf. Sir Anthony Hopkins is the myth 


ture audiences for its gore. 


“BEOWULF” stars John Malkovich, Anthony Hopkins, Angelina Jolie and Ray Winstone 


The use of performance-capture mographicfor its computer-generat- 
ей images, and the much more ma- 


Which is a pity since today's audi 
ences could have appreciated a grip- 
ping, live-action film on a warrior 


fiction. 

Hagedorn was back in Manila recently 
and PowerBooks Specialty Store played 
host to her book-signing at the Carlos Р Ro- 
mulo Auditorium Lobby, RCBC Plaza. 

Aside from meeting the author, guests 
жеге also treated to the opening premiere 
of the Atlantis Productions theatrical adap- 
tation of Hagedom's best-selling novel “Do- 
geaters.” 

Set against the backdrop of the turbu- 
lent Marcos regime, “Dogeaters” is a 
provocative peek into the Filipinos’ trou- 
bled past. Published in 1990, the book re- 
ceived the American Book Award from the 
Before Columbus Foundation. It also got a 
National Book Award nomination for Best. 
Fiction. 

Largely influenced by her multiracial an- 
cestry, Hagedorn explores issues of the na- 
tion's fragmented identity as a result of col- 
nization, which echoes her own experi- 
ences as she searches for her place between 
two cultures. 

Her foray into multicultural literature 
continues on with her latest novel, “Dream 
Jungle,” a narrative that chronicles the 


UE holds law lecture series 


of the chief justice's late wife and 
Supreme Court clerk of court 
Luzviminda D. Puno, who pro- 
vided the inspiration in the phe- 
nomenal rise of Chief Justice 
Puno,” said Amado Valdez, UE 
law dean. 

Luzviminda Puno, a UE alum- 
па, was posthumously awarded 
the UE Alumni Outstanding 
Achievement Award for "achiev- 
ing exceptional career goals and. 
earning a superior reputation in 
the practice of law,” during UE's 
59:h commencement exercises last April, 
when the chief justice was conferred the 
degree of doctor of laws, honoris causa. 


Jessica Hagedorn in homecoming 


'DOGEATERS" director Bobby Garcia, 
writer Jessica Hagedorn, and PowerBooks 
GM Gabby Licauco 


clash of American and Filipino cultures 
through the discovery of a lost tribe and the 
arrival of an American film crew. 

Hagedorn's other works include “Burn- 
ing Heart” and “Gangster of Love.” Her po- 
ету collections include “Danger and Beau- 
ту "Dangerous Music,” and "Pet Food and 
‘Tropical Apparitions.” 

She has also mounted theatrical pieces 
like “Mango Tango” and “Tenement Lover.” 

Her books are available at PowerBooks, 
which has branches at Greenbelt 4 
(7576428 to 29); Megamall (6352898 to 
99); Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 
63); Glorietta 3 (7527075); Shangri-La 
(6380023/25); Robinson's Place Ermita 
(5233334/ 5243448); Mall of Asia 
(5560244); Festival Supermall (8508221); 
and TriNoma (9431581/82). 
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child's orawing 


Kristine 
Dee’s 
jewelry 
designs 


child's orawing of Boxes 


seek 
to capture 


the hopes 
of 
children 


Home microwave ovens 
were introduced — 
in the 50's. 


AHR 


ga 
а, EX 
Pek 


Introduced in 1951. 

Like the micro, 
Cream Corn Starch 
has been in 


H 1 4% 
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By Johnathan Libarios Rondina 


Contributor 
[ shelter іп Norzagaray, 
Bulacan, run by ABS- 

CBN Foundation, Inc., in part- 
| nership with the Department of 

Social Welfare and Develop- 

ment (DSWD), is a safe haven 
for children rescued from abu- 
siveem з. 

Many of the young residents 
at this Children’s Village are 
bound by а common history of 
le neglect and vio- 


HE BANTAY BATA 163 


РР Р o a n 


hopes and dreams to paper 
arts therapy workshop ear! 


шада 


sketches /Concents by the artist 


e 


ke ‘Emotion 


year, she was surprised to find 


Vivid images of optimism and as- =A 

piration. d 

Drawing inspiration. ie 3 
“Many of them drewhouses,t | С 

guess, because theyre all 


dreaming of happy homes,” Dee 
says. “Others drew pictures of 
themselves as police enforcers, 

urses, and as other profession- 
als while others drew happy: 


ages like flowers, stars, or an 
gels” 

For Dee, these images are 
telling. The 
battered, Th, ie 
wards remain steadfast in their ЗЬ 
dreams of happier, more fruitful | AS 


In her third exhibit of fine 


Jewelry, “Emotions,” on view in 
E Galerie in Serendra until Nov. 
30, Dee draws inspiration from 
these innocent expressions of 
hope and showcases ап 
exquisite collection of fine 


apeepeem 


ee 


Dary! Peach 


pieces that evoke quiet grace 
and strength. 

Also on view at the show are 
sketches made by the children as 
well as the artist's conceptual 
drawings of her own re-interpre- 
tations. Viewers thus become 
privy to the metamorphosis of a 
creative project, a poignant col 
laboration between an artist and 
her muses. 

Here, visions of a happy home 
transform into a lovely bangle 
with geometric shapes, and 
cheerful images like stars and 
j flowers evolve into intricate 
Ў handmade ornaments in white, 

yellow and rose-gold studded 

‘with pearls and diamonds. 

"This project means a lot to 
me,” explains Dee, who recently 
] gave birth to her first child 
"Since I became a mother, I have 
become more sensitive, more 
emotional. I don't want to do 
something just for the sake of 
doing it. I want everything I do 
to have a purpose, to have 
meaning.” 


Purpose and proportion 

Dee's artistic philosophy is in- 
formed by her professional ethic 
as an industrial designer for Duo 
Designs, Inc, a Manila-based 
company she runs with husband 
Sheldon Villanueva which ex- 
pons furnishings, lighting and 
other home accessories. 

Her work, both in industrial 
design and _jewelry-making 
manifests а deep proclivity for 
function, aesthetics and propor- 
Чоп. In “Emotions,” Dee pre- 
sents a collection of unique de- 
signs that feature the tension be- 
tween linear forms, such as in 
her "Entwined" and “Knotted” 
series, 

A graduate of De la Salle Uni 
versity College of St. Benilde, 
Dee, 31, obtained her master’s 


ENTWINED 
earrings 


degree in Industrial Design from. 
the Pratt Institute in New York. 
Some of her works have been 
showcased at the New York 
Manhattan Center and at the 
2001 International Furniture 
Fair in Milan 

Dee, who likens jewelry-mak 
ing to sculpture, does all her 
pieces by hand, maling each a 
one-of-a-kind work of art. 

“1 want the person wearing 
my jewelry to feel as unique as 
the piece,” she explains. 

“Emotions” runs until Nov. 30 
in E Galerie, 2/E Serendra, Fort 
Bonifacio, Global City. Proceeds 
from the show will help support 
the projects of Bantay Bata 163. 
Call 9153840. 


Philippines Industrial Engi- 
neering (UPIE) Club will 
mark its 40th anniversary 
with “Have a Heart: An Art 
a hal 
day of live sketching, collab- 
orations with artists, and art 
pledges, at the Ayala Ala- 
bang Country Club 
Dec.1. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


Arffest to raise 
scholarship fund 


Doors open at 1 p.m. but | 
the ar pledge starts at 4 pan 
fece me a Ра 00 ck | 
Snacks are available. 

ach ar pledge is guaran- 
кей and artwork worth 
P10,000 or more. 

“The art exhibit will be from 
Dec. 1-15 ar the same venue. 

All proceeds will go to the 
uP IE Club Scholarship Fund 
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- eii! | Dennis Trillo should break his 
E y f | silence Dollywood/G2 
127 AIR be А Ei Cinema One Originals digital 
7 itor Emmie G. Velarde film fest set Nov. 30-Dec. 2 /c4 
тз feedback: inquirer ent name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertainment@inguirer.com.ph 


Sing along 
tothe newest tunes | 
ofthis OPM 
rock princess. 


BARBIE ALMALBIS 


1 
E 
| 

A fin apes 1 

IR LA G 
“Besides their love for 
i music, Regine and 
NOgie also often share 


.. makeup tips 


* By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


Я 
4 


ON THE SET OF “BUBBLE GANG" 
recently, Ogie Alcasid candidly told In- 
Quien Entertainment that girlfriend 
Regine Velasquez had given him make- 

» up tips to improve his alter ego in drag, 

{ Papaya Guanio, 

| This was confirmed by Regine in a 
subsequent exclusive interview. 

“We were not yet a couple then,” 
she recounted. “it started on the set 
of [the GMA 7 musical-variety show] 
‘SOP’ It was [co-host] Janno Gibbs 
birthday and he wanted to come out 
аз Beyoncé Knowles. Ogie was as- 
signed to dress as Jennifer Lopez.” 

Оше donned a skimpy costume, 
she recalled. "In fairness, he was su- 
per thin at the time.” 

He even wore a prosthetic butt for 
that extra J-Lo oomph, she said. 

Trust Regine to fuss over Ogie's 
makeup, though. 


Sexy chimp 
“He was sexy in a dress. But his face 
.. he looked like а bakulaw [goril- 
jal,” Regine reminisced with a hearty 
laugh. She told him, pointblank: 

"You're ugly!" 
Later on, while guesting on anoth- 
ег Kapuso show, "Eat Bulaga,” Ogie 
admiringly gazed at the show's “Be- 
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You may win P100,000 when you text a name for 


Visit your nearest 


the new frozen dessert from Nestlé Ice Cream! pen 


Plus you may win prizes the whole gang can share: 

Nintendo Wii, three Nokia 3230s and P15,000 worth of prepaid credits. 

$ Send gIVEMEANAME> space <NESTLE> space <YOUR ENTRY>*<sender's name>*<address>*<age> to 2338, 
ten. 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


1BOOGEYMAN 2 • THX 
100 300 500 73045 


2 ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 
1230 250 510 730 930 


Tenetmee TIERED 150 e sne!139 832-0118 
8 ENCHANTED 


7 GREEN PARADISE 
1240 300 520 70 1000 


8 THE NANNY DIARIES 
125 330 535 740 945 


3 ANIMAHENASYON: 
2007 Pinoy Animation Festival 


4 GAME PLAN 9 ENCHANTED 
100 310 $20 72045 200 430 709 930 
5 HITMAN 10 BEOWULF 


11S 325 585 745 1000 


HERMITA. Tian Pr P110 P120 


1 ONE MORE CHANCE 6 THE NANNY DIARIES 
1010 1290 280 $10 730 1000 1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


1200 230 500 730 1000 


2 indieSine: TRIBU 
1250 240 430 620 810 1000 


7 BOOGEYMAN 2 
MY TIS 


З ENCHANTED 1 GAME PLAN 
тїз 155 415 635 900 1235 255 515 735 1000 
4 GREEN PARADISE 2 ENCHANTED 


1250 240 430 620 610 1000 1250 310 530 750 1000 


‘5 BEOWULF 


1010 1230 250 $10 730 1000 


3 HITMAN 
TUIS 125 335 545 755 1000 


NOW SHOWING 


ANAL PUMASOR DITO 


JIM LIBIRAN’S highly-accl: 


оша 


онал SELECTION, 2007 Pusan International Festival 
OFFICIAL SELECTION, Sth Bern Int Flr Festival 
Forumon New Cinema. 
WINNER, Best Picture, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors CINEMANILA 2007 
WINNER, Best Sound, CINEMALAYA 2007 


NOVEMEER 21 to 27 
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ONLY AT INDIESINE, ROBINSONS ERMITA 


METRO EAST лде тмокуло тте. 6828103 «622-8196 
1 BOOGEYMAN 2 5 GAME PLAN 1230 240 
k [av 1250 260 450 650 900 LIONS FORLAMBS 500 700 900 
2 ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 6 BEOWULF 
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3 THE NANNY DIARIES T HITMAN 
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4 ENCHANTED 
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8 GREEN PARADISE 
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ZNOVALICHES Tdethice орлоо 9353231/036:322030. 


1 ONE MORE CHANCE 
2 BEOWULF 


3 ENCHANTED 
4 HITMAN 


“Ticket ce: ioo / е1 8874378. 


1 BEOWULF 3 ONE MORE CHANCE 
2HITMAN 4 ENCHANTED 
ESTA. ROSA eit” ЫРА “ш О 

1 BEOWULF 1 ENCHANTED 
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3 GREEN PARADISE 3 GHOST SON 

AENCHANTED AGREEN PARADISE 

_EONE MORE CHANGE 530 DAYS OF NIGHT 
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1 LIONS FOR LAMBS 
2 BEOWULF 2 BEOWULF 
З ONE MORE CHANCE 3 HITMAN 
4 ENCHANTED: 4 ENCHANTED 
penapi Е 5 ONE MORE CHANCE 

6 GAME PLAN 
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1 ENCHANTED 4 GHOST SON 
2 ONE MORE CHANCE 5 HITMAN 
3 GREEN PARADISE 6 BEOWULF 


Tika Pica #7050 FOS 
А Han сс 

1 ENCHANTED 

2 ONE MORE CHANCE 

3 indieSine: PAIN THINGS 
4 BEOWULF 

5 BALLS OF FURY 

6 GHOST SON 


1 BEOWULF 
2 ОМЕ MORE CHANCE 
З ATAUL FOR RENT 

4 ENCHANTED 
5LUST CAUTION 

6 GHOST SON 


"Padi eu 


PAIN THINGS 


showing on 
NOVEMBER 21 to 27 
Robinsons Movieworld 

BACOLOD 
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E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C Quezon City 
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D 
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Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
Log-on to у 

or cali 
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EDSA comer shaw Blvd. Mar 
Call 633-2227 or 6334136 
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OGIE is now a pretty woman, because of his 
girlfriend's expertise. эмолоняалән 


Afine... 


From page F1 


bot" contestants—male celebs like Mark 
Herras and Rainier Castillo who compet- 
ed in the gay pageant. 

"Ogie whispered to me that his goal 
was to join that contest next time. I told 
him not to even try" Regine said, 
chortling. 

The next time Ogie had to don a dress, 
Regine took it upon herself to give him a 
crash course on cosmetics. 

Regine, an aspiring Fine Arts student, 
is a whiz with the makeup brush and of- 
ten does her own face for shows and con- 
certs, 


Instructions 

“After I did his makeup, Ogie told me 
that he felt beautiful,” she said. "I in- 
structed him not to let makeup artists put 
lines on his nose—for an instant lift. 1 al- 
зо told him not let them ‘erase’ his eye- 
brows and draw fake ones on his fore- 
head. That was why he looked like a 
bakulaw. Instead they should highlight 
his eyes because they're beautiful.” 

Now, Regine finds his boyfriend's Pa- 
paya persona lovely. 

"At last, he looks like a real girl—with 
macho arms nga lang," she joked. 

Regine and Ogie, who hosted "Celebri 
ty Duets" recently, hope to tap into the 
Same easy chemistry when they start 
shooting their movie, "Love is Blind and 
Deaf," under director Dominic Zapata, in 
February next year 

The couple collaborated on the con- 
cept, which was developed into a script 
by Alfred Aloysius Adlawan. 


Differently abled 

In the movie co-produced by Viva and 
GMA Films, they portray a differently 
abled couple. “I'ma blind pianist and he's 
а deaf composer. They're partners in ev- 
ery sense of the word because they rely 
on each other.” 

Regine related that she often bumps in- 
to real-life couples like their characters. 
“I often see them when I sing in charity 
shows—leading each other, helping each 
other.” 

In a lot of ways, she sees Ogie and her- 
self in them. 

After all, Regine and Ogie's partner- 
ship as singer-composer has yielded поса 
few hits. 

For the new movie's soundtrack, she's 
set to record “Ako'y sa Iyo,” an old Jaya 
song composed by Ogie. 

"It fits the movie's story,” she noted. 


Brad pulls 
out of film, 
risks suit 


LOS  ANGELES— 
Brad Pitt has pulled 
ош of Universal Pic- 
tures’ “State of Play” 
over a script issue, 
and is at risk of be- 
ing sued by the stu- 
dio, film industry 
media said Friday. 
Pitt, 43, plays the 


GAMEPLAN 
10201500190 


SUPERBAD 
Т 


ARANETA COLISEUM 
PBA GAMES 
Nov 28, Wednesaoy 

їрп RASACOCACOA m WEICON wote | 


AKON - LIVE IN MANILA 
Now 29, Тасу 8pm 


part of an investiga- 
tive reporter in the 
screen adaptation of 
the British television 
miniseries about the 
murder of а law- 
makers’ mistress, 
Production was 
slated to start earlier 
this month under 
Scottish director 
Kevin Macdonald 


HITMAN 620/900 


| 
TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA 
Nox 30, ко, pm 


For ticket inquiries, рі 


| SKECHERS STREETDANCE BATTLE YEAR 3 
Dec. I, Study, 6pm. 


se call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.tiekenet 


(The Last King of 
Scotland,” 2006). 
Pitts decision on 
Wednesday го drop 
ош over a script is- 
sue put it on hold, 
Variety magazine 
said. 


— ENTERTAINMENT nw 
J.K. Rowling, top entertainer 


NEW YORK—JK. ROWLING'S MAGICAL, : А я 
Midas touch has landed her on the cover of ‘Potter’ author cited by Entertainment 


jent Weekly as the magazine's 
Weekly, besting H'wood A-listers 


thor, who has sold nearly 400 
copies of her boyowizard series 
been adapted into a mega-successful movie 
franchise, deserved props for getting "peo- 


пре уты | OPENS NOVEMBER 28 


per books as if they were the EES GENERAL AUDIENCE) АП Ages Admitted. 


ntertainment devices on the Youre invited во а мего 
unusual ратну reunion 


school cliques: prodigies, class clowns, 
most popular, most buzzed-about and 
valedictorian: 


made the grade, among others. 
Matt Damon made the list of most 
popular, as did Carrie Underwood; 
me Heigl, Johnny Depp and 
Kanye West 


Weird avenue. 

Tie ресе да Bran, shi 
аппа and Miley Cyrus. 

reator and co-star 


cringe-inducing por- 
show producer Liz 


vince vaughn paul вїататтї 
SANTA'S BROTHER IS COMING TO TOWN. 


FRE Ra Es 
ERPs zn MACS 
БС "АА 


оа рот CLAUS +: Eo 


nd Paul Rudd. Apatow cast aed 


OPENS DECEMBER 5 
rrom NEW LINE CINEMA tue PRODUCER 
or “THE LORD OF THE RINGS’ TRILOGY 


Know... 


U2 in tiny 
chapel gig 
LONDON-IRISH 
rock band U2 


played a surprise gig 
Friday in a London 


church before just 3 » a | o"-— 

250 people. Я H ТЕН 1 J] FORCES MILL GATHER. 
HS LS IE Jg COURAGEWILTRETESTED. 

Paul Hewson—an f | 

guitarist The Edge f AND THEFIGHTFOR HUMANITY 


Z David Evans М 4 i «ШӨТ? 
— performed a low- } y 

key acoustic set at 
the Union Chapel in 
Islington, North 
London. 

The crowd had no Bf 
idea U2 would be 
among the acts аг 
the session in aid of 
Mencap, a charity 
working with peo- 
ple suffering from 
learning disabilities. 

Event curator Jo 


ӨШИ 
VE, шош ШОУ 
the “very special us 
guess" by saying 
that guitarist Dave i f; 
was nervous as he t } DANIEL NICOLE 


had only been play- 1 эе б 4 CRAIG , of KIDMAN 
ing the instrumenta Ў Y a Ў 


few weeks. 
“The singer, Paul, 
is a shy guy so 
please be gentle 
with him,” Whiley | 
said, before Bono 


OLDEN 
OIIPASS. „ы 


a t 


û WO ISN'T AFRAID 


JED MADELAS “THE VOICE 
of Christmas" CD (Universal 
Records) has 13 tracks fea 
turing traditional (a medley 
of 'Joy to the World," Good 
Xing Wenceslas,” “О Come 
АП Үе Faithful" and "Hark the. 
ү Herald"), popular (“Have 

Yourself a Merry Little Christ- 
mas," "Give Love on Christ- 
mas Day" Ies the Most Won- 
derful Time of the Year" 
“White Christmas") and OPM 
СА Perfect Christmas,” “Sana 
Ngayong Pasko") Yuletide 
tunes. 


Acappella 

The UP Singing Ambas- 
sadors have recorded not one, 
but two a cappella Christmas 
albums—“Songs of the Sea- 
son 1 and 2'—which con 
tain Filipino and En- 
gish selections, tradi 
tonal carols and classics 
from the likes of George 
Frideric Handel and 
John Rutter, plus bonus 
tracks induding a Michel 
Legrand medley. 


From sacred to secular 
Meanwhile, Josh Grobanis 


Grammy-nominated “Noe!” 
Christmas album is now avail- 
able locally at all House of 
Praise outlets. Produced by 
David Foster, it features 13 
tracks ranging from the sacred 
to the secular, including duets 
with Brian McKnight and Faith 
Hill, and accompanied by the 
London Symphony Orchestra 


25 songs 

House of Praises own dou- 
bleisc release, "Christmas 
Spirit: 25 Songs of the Festive 
Season,” features new rendi- 
tions of classic carols including. 
"Silent Night,” “О Holy Night, 
"We Wish You A Merry Christ- 
таё” and more, with vocals by 
Ingrid DuMosch, Lucy Mizen, 
Wendy Green, David Lyle, 
among others. 


"Fresh picis" 

Sony BMG announces its 
“fresh picks” releases this sea- 
son: 

"Blackout" Brimey Spear 
latest. album, which despite 
negative media attention sur- 
rounding the artist's private life, 
has yielded a number 1 hie sin- 
gle, "Gimme More,” and good 


SPIN 


Christmas albums 
to choose from 


JED Madela 


reviews from the US press; Sean 
Kingston's selftided debut al- 
bum, which includes the infec- 
tious "Beautiful Girls" a track 
currently on local radio's heavy 
rotation list; J. Lo's "Brave" 
CD; Alicia Keys “As I Am"; 
Celine Dion's “Taking 
Chances"; “Ultimate 
Santana,” a greatest hits 
collection; Wyclef's "Саг- 
nival П: Memoirs of an 
Immigrant; Сы 
Brown's “Exclusive”; Paul Potts’ 
debut "One Chance”; and Foo 
Fighters’ "Echoes, Silence, Pa- 
tience and Grace” 


Kyla's latest 

Kyla retums with a new al- 
bum titled “Heartfelt” (EMI 
Philippines), which contains a 
number of soul/R&B covers 
from he 70s and'80s; a version 
of ‘American Idol” finalist Elliot 
‘Yamin’ "Wait For You"; a re- 
make of Joey Albert's "It's Over 
Now"; and an original track, 
"Someone" 


Lala's debut 

Filindonesian singersong- 
writer Lala bas recently been 
launched in the Philippines 
with her debut album, “Stars” 
(Wamer)—containing 10 
tracks, induding a duet with 
Chrisian Bautista. Her record 
label says Lala’s style is reminis- 
cent of Michele Branch and 
Alanis Morisette. 


Eagles' new studio album 

The Eagles are out with a 
new, selíproduced ашп, 
"Long Road Out of Ec 
(MCA). tis the band's first stu- 
dio recording since 1979. 

The two-disc set features a 
number of Don Henley/Glenn 
Frey cowrites, a range of musi- 

‘representative of 

nd's “Hotel California” 

and “The Long Run” eras, a mix 

of lengrhy set pieces, more Cali- 

fornia rock and radio-oriented 
tradas. 

Joe Walsh and Timothy B. 
‘Schmit are also given solo vocal 
pars. 


LG Mobile 


LGMobile 
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‘Fred Claus’: Ho, ho, humbug! 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


THE NEW HOLIDAY COMEDY “FRED 
Claus” is a curious oddity: On the one hand, 
its a simple, unassuming story about 
disharmony in Santa's family; on the other, 
a number of distinguished actors lend their 
inimitable presence to it. Its also a film 
that, strangely enough, has some grownup 
humor, uncomfortably inserted into the 
cutesy, whimsical trappings of Christmas 
traditions and clean merrymaking. 

Traditionally wholesome figures and 
touchy family rivalries are thrown into a 
blender and, voila, “Fred Claus” isn't 
actly something that kids might е 
watching. The film is more an examina- 
tion of difficulties between siblings than 
a safe, cheery, magical sojourn. 

There's still the whole Santa lore and 
his gift-giving routine. But it's really 

out the unsung brother Fred (Vince 
Vaughn), an ordinary Joe who gets in 
trouble again and asks his estranged 
younger brother, the ever-popular icon 
Nick Claus (Paul Giamatti), for help. 

Ies been a while since they last com. 
municated (in the story, saints and 
families become immortals), but S 
expectedly helps him and invites 


Allin all, it isn’t exactly 
something that kids 
might enjoy watching 


over. Fred hesitantly heads to the North 
Pole to help out with preparing the next 
global gift delivery. Its a reunion that 
Mrs. Claus (Miranda Richardson) isn't 
looking forward to. But its one that the 
suspicious Clyde (Kevin 
Spacey), can use to his advantage, be- 
cause i just might ruin Saint Nicks good 


Scrooge-Grinch mix 

Clyde is a visiting efficiency expert and 
inspector, and brings news of recent dras- 
tic changes in other holidays. His appear- 
ance bodes ill for the Christmas towns- 
folk, because he's Scrooge and the Gri 
rolled into опе 

"Fred Claus" directed by David 
Dobkin of "Wedding Crashers,” keeps ге 
iterating the struggles and insecurities of 
the unpopular brother. In one bizarre 
and somewhat revealing scene, Frank 


Stallone, Roger Clinton, and Stephen 
Baldwin play themselves, attendees of a 
“siblings anonymous" meet where they 
briefly talk about living in the shadow of 
their more famous and beloved brothers. 
Fred identifies; he believes that every kid 
deserves to get something on Christmas, 
not so subtly alluding to his situation and 
quiet search for validation. 

That message is intact throughout the 
movie, even when things occasionally 
get dull and cumbersome. To add to its 
quirkiness, Paul Giamatti as Santa Claus 
looks alittle creepy. He's okay, he acts the 
part, but he's not really the friendliest- 
looking or most adorable Santa you'll 
see. Vaughn is rightly sassy and smarmy; 
he introduces some contemporary cul- 
ture and craziness to his new elf col- 
leagues. Rachel Weisz is just right as his 
Brit girlfriend, while Kathy Bates appears 
as his insecurity-exacerbating mother. 
They don't do much, but they gleefully 
grace this peculiar Yuletide tableau, re- 
gardless. 

But for an unconventional Christmas 
movie, "Fred Claus" proceeds and ends 
quite conventionally. It's not entirely co- 
herent, and it's barely revelry-inspiring, 
but it does inspire the customary warm. 
and fuzzy feelings. 


Major stars opt for family over career 


PERHAPS IT'S DUE TO THE FACT THAT 
they ve become wealthy and thus financial 
ly secure, but a number of major stars have 
been “shocking” producers by opting for 
family over career. 

Paul Newman was an eariy “dropout” some 
years ago. He was at the top of his film game in 
the 505 and ‘60s, but he later cut back on his 
movie output to focus on his wife, Joanne 
Woodward, and their kids, his penchant for car 
racing, and his salad dressing “sideline.” 

"The sideline made hundreds of millions of 
dollars, but Newman didn't keep a penny of it, 
choosing instead to donate the fortune to his 
favorite charities. 

Not to worry: As Hollywood's top leading 
manat his prime, he had already made millions 
for himself and his family 

Robert Redford also decided to focus on 
more personal pursuits in the ‘80s and 905: He 
founded the now very influential Sundance 
stitute, which stages an annual film festival for 
independents, and he shifted his moviemaking 
attention from acting to directing. 

On the distaff side, Julia Roberts was mak- 
ing top money for years as America’s movie 
sweetheart—until she got married and 
dropped her high-flying career to focus on her 


ww екот 
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Nestor U. Torre 


husband and the babies that started coming 
one after the other. 

After three kids, Roberts has made a come- 
back of sorts, both in the theater and on the big 
screen. But, it doesn't look like shell be going 
back to film acting on a full-time basis. 

The interesting thing is, despite her long ab- 
sence, Roberts stock hasn't lost its value wit 
viewers, who continue to dote on her In fact, 
some of them now admire her even more, be 
cause she's put her family at the top of her list of 
priorities. 

They know that the actress took a big risk 

hen she put her stellar career on hold. It was 
also a big sacrifice to pass up the $25 millon 
talent fee she was getting per film. Very few 
Hollywood denizens can say no to all those 
gleaming greenbacks! 

‘And yet, Robens did. And now, she's come 


back, looking happier than ever Money's great, 
butif you already have alot of it, it starts to lose 
its ability to dazzle and contol. 

Perhaps inspired by Roberts’ example, 
Nicole Kidman has also cut back on her film 
output to pay more attention to her new mar- 
riage to country music singer Keith Urban. 

in addition, even as she continues to star in 
big budget movies, Kidman looks for smaller 
but more artistically rewarding projects to 
champion. 

"When she attaches her bankable name to a 
small movie, it instantly becomes a hot proper- 
ty so independent flmmakers praise Kidman 
for making it possible for significant projects to 
finally see the light of filmic day. 

She may not make millions on those small 
but important movies, but the psychic satisfac- 
tion she derives from them is worth its price 
in—diamondst 

Are these major stars telling their colleagues 
in the film biz something? On the local movie. 
front, Vilma Santos and Sharon Cuneta аво 
went on extended leave from their careers as 
superstars to have children, and the happy re- 
sults are there for all to see. 

"What price success over personal happiness 
and service to others? What, indeed? 
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Anew pene time 


By Pocholo Concepcion “Pati kami nagugulat. Pag galit na 
galit kami, gustung gusto ng mga 
T HE HOTTEST RA- tao—lalo na pag binabanatan ang 


gege ap rr 


dio commentators s2verno, mga 290 Ang pinaka- 
work in pairs. Ted тодо» "2 "0 out namin 

Failon and Korina ”“Birada,” a colloquial Tagalog 
Sanchez are on DZMM, term equivalent to “hit,” is a com- 
Arnold Clavio and Ali Sot- mentary on the most pressing is- 

‘Yet another tandem has been taining because Doris and her 
formed to make noise on the Partner pull no punches. It attracts 
prime time 8:30 to 10 a.m. slot, Mostly the masses. 
and the names are very familiar 8 
ушна as 

The program “Birada,” featur- What messages do they send? 
ing Doris Bigomia and Erwin Tu. Dots: “Nung una, puro mga pa- 
fo, Monday to Friday on 025. 558 bath may birthday, kumusta kay 
АМ, has been on the air for only a sawan Pero ngayon, kung ano na 
уел. But audience response se. alge yung issue, nagre react sí. 

ored]y — enthusiastic—jud; ve лате. рече MN. IX. 
Кош the text messages the ар Kahirapan ar si President) Gloria. 
chors have been receiving May sense naman ang nese q jeez 
э ТЫЫ peas SE TT imall st fmall Merrorous, 
rogram, having had a previous Packin media, she herselfis thank- = GURSIDSGE IND 
Num ime inl ier fpe gt coed as Dno = 
ent" Doris says of 'Birada; “kasi 109. She comes from a family of 
aside from dally siya, we rely on Journalists. Amante Bigornia, her 
text messages na talagang mara- father, Was a newspaper colum- 
mi We get an average of 1,000 St 
text messages a day" says Doris, 


ANEW/G2 


RP prem ww 
for Diaz’s р 
‘Encantos’ 


TKAGADANAN SA : : 
Banwaan ning M | 

Engkanto” (Death ightly traf 
тшшш), Lav Drs NN Р rè 2 апа rumbles. 


new nine-hour film 
will have its Philip 
pine premiere from 


ten in the morning " Я > pevér 
A ne ENY E à = з 
Serine on, Nov 29 у ЗАНАТ ВОГ yells for 
at Cine Adama о * j i 
the University ofthe | f А г вол 10-соше home. 
Philippines io Dil ; mi 
i = FH 

“Encantos” won Я 

Һе Golden Lic 
Special Mention { - You pen a bottle 
амат in the Hori- А77 


zons Documentary ^ 3 Of Novellino. 
section of the pres- 
tigious Venice Film : 3 
Festival in Italy. 1 
"Encantos" is a Р FL Suddenly, 
mixture of docu- " 3 ) F › 
mentary and fic- ч 2 - = е 
tion. It tells the sto- > your place becomes 
Anson (Roeder 4 " и : the most romantic 
Camanag), a poet i + = : 
who returns to his of settin: 
hometown in 2 
Padang, Bicol in 
the aftermath оё 
the ^ destruction 
wrought by ty- 
phoon Reming late 
last year. E 
The Hm was 
written, pho. 
tographed, ‘and 
edited by Diaz, and 
also stars Angeli 
Bayani, Perry Di 
PPREEM Gt 


movietime. 


Ta SHOV TIME ' 
Your life as a movie 
ud Ee 


| CINEMA 


| StaRé-aniovie ITI ALOVED ONE. Tic STARS за 


been seen lors 
breakthrough Pippina cinoma 


BE уш 
IN DIGITAL 3D 


vence CLARITY i vision and sound 


owanteed PERFECTION in 
Ful IMMERSE act lard 30 
[that you can bong home ate he 
OPENS NOVEMBER 14 AT 
THE BLOCK CINEMA 1, SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
The one, only, and true digital cinema. 
inthe country today 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
P 300 (Reserved Seats] 


Scraening Schedule: 
1200 p.m, 300 p.m, 6:0 


9.00 pum 


HeROWULF (DIGITAL 3D) [RESERVED 


Experience the enchantment of 
TEN Ба Hong Kong Disneyland with 
On His Shoulder 


Eia; 
NOW SHOWING 
Buy 2 tickets of the теме at ony SM Cinema branch rofionwide. 


lor your chance o win oy, eight sto at Hong Kong Dens 
d 


Sa 
Pama pated sbam өеп 71 в ива onte es) 
dnb D B Prd). i 
Frcs may vay hm at pan Рала цас nd as ah 
Te UBI Fem e SD жни? 
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Ома MORE CHANCE 
LONE MORE CHANCE 


amass uza sm erry usetma (042)7108977-20 


smeny TAVIAN 2802502 to o4 
ZENCHANTES 


(04522-20445 


sm erry anu [m = 


эю сту шасшов (038) 700 1010 
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METRO MANILA 
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Cinema 2009 Walmart 
p 


Cinema 2000 Pain Mat 
haee partita 


Cinema 2000Cinemagix 
[pot 
lee зоот 


cee erts 
i ‘ust склон 
i 


‘nema 2000 айтай. 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
үч 


чс 


Fiesta Word Mall 
[red 


saan oF or 

ose moar came 
Bema Cinema 

(cond WIEN TA 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
ТО CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


тни y 


е1. ENTERTA 
Silence r 


GOT A CALL FROM DENNIS TRILLO 
and his manager Popoy C. way past mid- 
might last Friday Dennis sounded 
drained but relieved. He finally opened. 
up on Carlene Aguilar and Cristine 
Reyes who figured in a controversy over 
him. daughter N] 
The two women have patched things sical “Seuss 
up. Cristine is withdrawing the slander throughout 
сазе she filed against Carlene. “Para down asthe) 
akong nabunutan ng tinik. Ayoko tala- the proud 
gang umabot pa sa korte ang isyu,” Den- tion begin 
nis revealed. “For the sake of my son, 
gusto ko peace kaming lahat.” 
For the past days, he thought 
silence was his best defense but. 
this was misinterpreted by 
some people as a sign of cow- 
ardice. “Less talk, less mistakes. 
Tahimik man‘ ako noon hindi 
ibig sabihin wala akong gina- 
gawa privately para maayos la- 
hot." 
So where is his heart right 
now? "In limbo (laughs). 1 
wanna be single na muna and 
focuson my son." i 
Peace could not have come at 7, 7 
а better time than now that Dolly Anne- 
Christmas is near. Will Carlene Carvajal 
and Cristine also keep the spirit 
of "sharing" (Dennis) alive this holiday 


It was: labe| 
kingof the 
steps to An] 


Piolo, a decade after 

Piolo Pascual celebrates a colorful 
decade in show biz at the Araneta Coli 
seum on Nov. 30 via ASAP Live and Star 
Records’ production of the concert “Ten 
Piolo Pascual" (For tickets, call 
9115555) 

It will be a trip down memory lane as 
PJ presents his journey to where he is 
now—a multimedia icon, a bankable ac- 
tor and sought-after concert artist. His ‘Maybe he 
coffee table book “Believing” will also be be ‘called “P| 
launched. ta? 

PJhas come along, hard way since his 
“That's Entertainment” days. He is living 
proof that genuine talent not only sur- 
vives intrigues but prevails. 


Lovers? 

This pic of Billy Crawford with the 
choreographer of his GMA show 
"Move," French girl Maryss, was taken 
ata dive bar in Studio City, Los Angeles, 
last Nov. 19 and has piqued my curiosity. 


niya: Imagi 
rector if sh 
days off sol 
show on 

Wednesday 
schedule 

Where'sher 


Anniversa 

ABS-CBN 
2)” on-Saty 
фтагей its f 
the festive 
ieked" a. la 
School Mur) 
asthe shov| 
Awards H 
Show: Lates 


WITH new team mate Erwin Tulfo. They are up against 
tested duos Korina Sanchez-Ted Failon and Ali Sotto- 
Arnold Clavio. p 


Anew prime "=" 


Now that she's back, al- 
though in a different medi 


Doris took up Communi- 
cation Ans at Maryknoll. 
CHindipa Miriam ал pan- um, are there any new in 
galan ha, ibig sabihin ganu'n sights she has gained? 

na ako katanda,” shejokes) “I found out" Doris 
‘After graduation, she was replies, “that in ı radio, 
asked to do onthejobtrain- sasabihin mo yung nararam: 
ingat TV station MBS4. She daman mo, you just have to 
says she really wanted to be true to yourself kasi ma- 
eam editing, but was as- hahalata ng listener mo yan, 
signed by her boss, Rod е... Im able to express my- 
Reyes, to the news depart- self better freely Ibang level! 
ment, where she rose from ng career ko to, hindi na na- 
the ranks, from production grerepor, ` nagko-komen- 
assistant to junior reponer taryo na ko. Meron akong 
and senior reponer until the power na mag-influence ng 
Edsa revolt. thinking ng masa, : pero 


5 kaakibat non yung responsi 
ABS-CBN stints bilidad naman, na hindi lang] 
Jobless for a few months, 


banat mang banat, dapat 
Doris applied at ABS-CBN merong pinanghahawakan! 
‘when it reopened and was kung bakit балот ang stand, 
hired, After two years, she koon a certain issue...” 
resigned due to a сот Ас the moment, Doris 
‘with а produces, worked in seems to be having the time! 
NHKesa foreign correspon- of her life as a broadcaster. 
dent, but was asked to re- 


DZXIs management is ap- 
tum to ABS-CBN by Danny parently happy too because 
Buenafe and Dong Punoin the advertising load in "Bi 
1999. She was assigned to rada” is up. Litenerve-mail 
the news desk until the kid- боп as far as Iinois, Japan, 
mapping in Mindanao Korea and Saudi Arabia. 
broke out and Angelo Cas- (The program is heard: оп 
iro sent her to cover these the Intemet through live au 
stories—the firstwomanre- dio streaming at 
porter to ave done so. weismncom ph) 

In May 2006, Doris end- Before saying goodbye, 
ей her tenure at ABS-CBN, Doris makes a parting shot: 
went back to NBN 4butre- — “Kating-kati akong'mag: 
signed again in December. А reporter uli, kaso radio com. 
single parent, Doris took а mentary itong Ып уса, 
six-month sabbatical from hindi ko gamay ang radyo. 
broadcasting to spend more Napakalaking challenge. na| 
time with her two children, itapat sa . dalivang 
Nicole, 15, and Lorenzo malalakas na programa 
Roel, 12. Pero eto na, sige, sugod!" 


ММЕМТ 


voce noveweenaa ner G: | 


Lot Dennis Trillo’s best defense 


led “Sweethearts.” Has the 
dance floor found the right 
jour? 


al 
bnga took her adorable 
to watch her very first mu- 
kal" "she remained focused 
[he show and had no melt- 
performance was going оп, 
fom said. "Let the indoctrina- 
(laughs). Seriously now, 1 
develop even this early ап 
forthe performing arts and | 
music. But 1 don't intend to | 
hape her path, career-wise. 
that's for her to figure out.” 
‘Truly, our kids are not 
things to be molded but per- 
sons to be unfolded. With 
[an incredible mom like Lea 
behind her, how can Nie not 
shine, too? 


PIOLO Pascual 


are Alfonso Martinez, Be Bench winner 
Carlo Guevarra and funnyman Empoy. 
More "kilig" episodes are lined up as 
love is in and on the ait. 
Fallen princess 
Could it be true that An- 
gelika de la Cruz is so 
cure of costar 
Hermosa in “Prinsesa ng 
|Banyera," which is why she 
opted to leave the show and 
MAT? 
|der puts it, “Angelika 
the middle of taping 
[теп she suddenly de- 
jove to GMA. Kaya 
atayin ang character 
he, she asked the di- 
could have Wednes- 
she could tape her 
GMA, when every 
talagaang taping 
ila for “Banyera 
delicadeza? 
| nexe teleserye should 
insesa ng mga Ingra- 


One-man show 

Catch Ronino Quinto's awesome one- 
man show "Mystical Sierra Madre" at 
Heritage Art Center, 4th level Megamall. 


Blessings Bazaar 
Come to the Blessings Bazaar at Wack 


s "Abt Ur Luv (ur Lyf 
гдауз, 10 a.m., cel 
rst anniversary with 
isode "Star Mag- 
“Grease” and "High 
ical." Perfect timing, 
won the recent Star 
est Youth-Oriented. 
additions to the cast 


For Mone neo 
ACPI 

Ти: 438-2983 10 85 
ica. 151/150. 


BILLY Crawford and Maryss 


Wack Golf and Country Club on Dec. 1 
and 2. Some of the exhibitors in the 150 
booths selling unique items are show biz 


Erika Fife. It also has a kiddie corner 
with glitter tattoos and face painting, 
plus delicacies from all over the country. 
For details email kmarketing@ya- 
hoo.com. Find all your ChristMUSTS 
there! 


Email wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 


Romanon Council or THE PHILIPPINES INC. 
and te DTH 


IARD OF INVESTMENTS A 


SHOWCASE 
OF UNIQUELY 
VA FILIPINO-HRDE 


ANIMATION 
А: 


ANimaHENRSYON 
2007 


N Pinoy Animation 
: у Festiva 


NOVEMBER 

|o 21-27 
INDIE SINE 
ROBINSONS GRLLERIR 


WHY МОТ? A couple 
dances a tango in 
front ofthe coffin of 
‘Spanish actor, fim. 
director and writer 
Fernando Fernan- 
Gomez at Madrid's 
Espanol theater on 
Friday. Femman- 
Gomez, 86, died Nov. 
21 afteralongiliness. 
REUTERS 


OPENS NOVEMBER 28 


N MORE THAN 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 


BONGGANG-BONGGA! SOBRANG SAYA! 


PREMIERE AT SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 10 
NOVEMBER 26, 2007, MONDAY, 7:00 PM 


ANTONIOMQUITANIA DJ DURANO ‘NOVALDAN Ke vt 


RHAP SALAZAR PAULSALAS JOSHUA CADELINA ^. 
EUGENE DOMINGO CHOKOLEIT DEBRALIZ MAHAL < 


stannic 
SPECIAL APPEARANCES 


жнр JOHN “SWEET” LAPUZ rssuousurs: NEL BODIE ROBERT 


Reta) 
ems. J 


DIRECTED BY 


WENN V. DERAMAS 


OctoArts 


FILMS 


AT THE CINEMAS 


‘use your tot by een SURSEAS C) or SURSEAS Б 235 (Ob) 21 (тай elo en ws 


пек 


ls com tor wot cee 


‘Mo scetles may ange won pr ele For eat, please call 728-7777 


GLORIETA 1 
DN 


BLORIETTA 4 


HITMAN 


бзш 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS 
Manang Town Санг. 842 2702: 772 1660 
Ayala Conter Cehu (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 


N 


Notat ишип = 88 7518 NL 
Troma = 90 3000, 


Sounds of Christmas: Christmas Chorale 
feat. Phil Jesuit Community 
November 24; 6pm; Glorietta 4 Park 


ie 


NANNY DIARIES. 5 ENCHANTED 


GREENBELT т [i 3 


HITMAN 2E 


T THE GAMEPLAN 


Holiday Open Concert 
November 24 & Dec 2; 8pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


ENCHANTED 


ENCHANTED 


‘Seussical The Musical 
November 23 to 28; 11am, 3pm & брт; Activity Center 


|-EREENBET 3 
Е ENCHANTED [4 SUPERBAD 


ENCHANTED 2 


5 BEOWULF 


AYALA CENTER 
EBU 


Metrobank Car Event 
November 24 to 25; Activity Center, Paseos and Rotunda Area 


HITMAN 


ONE MORE CHANCE 4 


2 
ENCHANTED 
CEBU PSS] 


бінт 4 ‘ONE MORE СНА 
MARKETI 


ENCHANTED 


HITMAN 


S Tue nanny DIARIES 


d 


ONE MORE CHANCE GAMEPLAN 


HITMAN 


BEOWULF 


BEOWULF 


ENCHANTED 


BEOWULF 


5 6 


THE NANNY DIARIES / 
ONE MORE CHANCE 


ENCHANTED 


78 
ENCHANTED 


in Glorietta 1 and 
Glorietta 4 cinemas 


only 


Promo Period: 
November 22 to 
December 31, 2007 


c 


MARKET! MARKET: 


a 4 
BEOWULF 2 
[$ omu | Onstadés 


Ayala museum 


REENBELT “TOW! 


Lifestyle and Vanity Outlet Sale 
November 19 to 23; Activity Center 


‘Repertory Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
November 9 - December 16, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
ог visit www repertory-phllippines.com: 
WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery 
For more into, ls cal 77-7117 to 21 loc 14 or emali museum. Inulry@ayalamuseum.org 


Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 
"with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 


Rhythm Academy: Pops Fernandez. 


and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim. 
Activity Center 


Enchanting Holiday Treats 
1 дв at Timezone! 


б “Enchanted journal for PS 
Г Розага 


ото Репо November 20 - December 31, 2007 


Cm 
Cá 


чус Family Entertain, c. 


АМТГ Shs - 


Tn Cinemas El) 


November 2007 


sue Alone. 
pe SAXA CD самте“ ыб 


BEST COPY Sean 


— тит луман cm 
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Concrete 
choice 


"HOW IT'S Built: Concrete” brings viewers 
to the breakeneck construction of the Burj 
Dubai, slated to be the worlds tallest building 
when it is completed in 2008, and the batch 
plants of the Panama Canal at the dawn of a 
mew century. 

Italso visits the concrete pours of the Hoover 


o 
Dam and one of the frst icons of concrete, the | (f 
e Cinema On ef f starts No 
‘The show airs on Nov. 29, 7 pm. and Nov. АЙ HAH Ww d LN ө 
30, 6 p.m. at the National Geographic Chan- 
- ر‎ By Marinel R. Cruz character, I hope viewers get to see 
Prime time movies what my father went through,” said 
МОМ Channel presents "Were Angels Fear RITER-DIRECTOR Fajardo. — 
To Tread,” a drama of repressed and unleashed Rico Maria Ilarde ma Princesa” was originally titled 
Sexuality within the British upper class, on Dec. does not mind be- i аи 
SPI EM. Forster’ fist novel, the sory | 12 called а “horror filmmak- Adamos, Ermie Conception and 
follows events after a Britsh widow dale, | ег” ifthe title helps him make Christa Joi Reyes. Fajardo participat 
к venation more movies. ed in last year’s competition with his 
Soa tar seis Tardes "Ang Babaeng Putik “Raket ni Nanay.” His "Kultado" won 
cdi in aie E А (2001),” "Sa Talim ng Cogon 4 f the Urian Best Short Film Award in 

Ке кш A (2005)" and "Shake, Rattle and Roll s 2006. 
eave or аы 2k5 (2005)" all belong to the said é Jerrold Tarog, musical director of 
ham Carte, Judy Y genre. His latest, “Altar,” also aims to E, award-winning movies "Kubrador" 
Davis and Helen Mir- j terrify the audience with ghastly and 1 and "Poster Child," said he made 
ren. А, disturbing images. sure not to hire popular actors for 

"The old-fashioned dian? featuring Zanjoe Marudo his, directorial debut, "Confession. 
Коз 2 inthe lead role, is one of five finalists i 
аз M care of the annual Cinema One Original A "people may think this is a true-to- 
ere eae Digital Film Festival, which will run qi life film,” he explained. “The events 
Glenn Close. from Nov. 30 to Dec. 2. x i presented here are based on inci- 

Marudo plays the role of a boxer f EL dents that have happened to a lot of 
who quits after inadvertently killing \ 1 [| 4 people" 
an opponent during a prizefight in Set in Cebu during the highly an- 
the United States. He accepts a job f Y ү i ticipated Sinulog Festival, “Confes 
Discovery Channel takes viewers beyond the | to renovate a house that he slowly sional” tells the experience of a 
police tape and deep into the minds of the | discovers to be haunted by the ghost 4 \ small-time filmmaker who witnesses 
‘Worlds mast merciless and deadly criminals in | of a young girl. At the basement of E the disclosures of a former politi- 
“Most Evi" every Friday, 11 pm, staring | this house is a strange altar Litle | 1 сап 
Dez 7. does his character know that his ar- "The movie features Cebu-based 

Columbia Universitys forensic psychiatrist | rival at the house is not a coinci AE | first-time actors Publio Brioness Ш, 
Dr. Michael Stone will use his "scale of evil" dence. David Barril, Greg Fernandez, Don- 
‘which has never been profiled on television, to Said Ilarde, “I first offered this to 3 na Gimeno and Owee Silva. Tarog 
rank and measure the evil found within the in- | Regal (Entertainment), which found АХ А1 co-wrote “Confessional” with com- 
famous. it too weird, too off-beat. But thisis , 4 : Ё mercial director Ruel Antipuesto. 

It will also feature rarely seen archival | probably the mostmarketable movie "PRINSESA' ‘Other competing entries in the 
footage of courtroom and news statements and | Fve made.” making films an outlet for pent-up the child of a man who worked Cinema One Originals Digital Film 
exclusive up-close interviews with convicted “Altar” also stars Nor Domingo, emotions. In fact, his film “Prince- abroad for over 30 years. I know Festival are Veronica Velasco and 
Killers from behind prison bars. Dimples Romana, Dido dela Paz and sa," which tackles the nuances of how Princess feels. My father used to Pablo Biglang-Awa’s “Maling Akala” 

Among the criminal masterminds profled | Kristalyn Engle. Паге co-wrote the being a parent and an overseas be a seafarer. He came home every and Adolf Ali's "Tambolista." The 
indude alleged “Lipstick Murderer’ Bil | screenplay with Mammu Chua. contract worker, is loosely based nine months,” Fajardo said. finalists will be screened at the Cin- 
Heirens, the real “Natural Born Killer" Charles Е оп his life. He said he was sure "Princesa" ema 1 of Trinoma North Edsa Mall, 
Starkweather, Gianni Versace murder suspect | Based on real life “1 am Princess (the films lead would make his father proud. Quezon City and Cinema 1 of Glori- 


Andrew Cunanan, Unabomber Ted Kaczynski | ^ Lawrence Fajardo considers character) inthesensethatIamalso “Through Romnick’s (Sarmenta) etta 4 in Ayala Center, Makati City. 
and New York Giy'sinfamous“SonofSam* | 


! TOYS R OURS 
IMAGINE A MAGIOAL TOY STORE 


preem... 


NOVEMBER 26, 2007 (MONDAY) 7:30PM Sophia Aves, 
Ро maranda, Ashleigh 
PORT MÀ A Cine Olivia Pilip- 


E MAGORIUMS = LT 


Film, and the Film 
Council of 


WONDER, EMPORIUM" мш эй күс 


presentation of the 
FROM THE CREATORS OF “THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE” STRICTLY BY INVITATION ONLY и о 
Vi I А Еле VER асо Ж "IS е ma as Art Move 
ea ment (CAM), an or- 

ose ganization based at 

IN CINEMAS NOVEMBER 28 (WEDNESDAY) the College of Fine 


Arts in UP Diliman, 


CINEMA 2 
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Gov't revives $120-M 
JDV ‘behest’ loan case 


By Kristine L. Alave and Leila B. 
Salaverria 


THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON 
Good Government has recommended the 1 
prosecution of Speaker Jose de Venecia IN 2 4 

for his alleged failure to comply with а N з, FEARLESS View 
compromise agreement hammered out 

20 years ago on a $120 million “behest 
loan. 

PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio yesterday con- 
firmed he had written a letter to Solicitor Gen 
eral Agnes Devanadera last week notifying 

GOVT REVIVES A 


AMAN takes a walk along Manila's Roxas Boulevard on Monday as coconut trees sway in the wind and rain. mM 


2 storms squeeze Luzon 


‘Mina’ kills 10; 
‘Lando’ makes 
bizarre return 


By T] Burgonio, 
Nikko Dizon and 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


LIKE TWO DANCERS 
swirling around each other, 
Typhoon "Mina" yesterday 
slammed into Isabela and Au- 
тота provinces—as Tropical 
Storm “Lando” turned around 
and headed back toward the 
Philippines, aiming for the 
Southern Tagalog region. 


With Lendo's bizarre rerum, thou- 
sands of evacuees who had gone back 


Lawmakers 
to grill Teves, 
Ibazeta over 
power assets 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr 


THE JOINT CONGRESSIONAL 
Power Commission (CPC) will 
grill Jose Ibazeta, president of 
Power Sector Assets and Liabili 
ties Management ^ Corp 
(PSALM), along with Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves next 
month on the sale of the gov- 
ernment’s energy assets 

The JCPC wants Ibazeta to 
answer whether his position as 
auctioneer of the assets of Na- 
tional Transmission Со 
(Transco) has put him in a con- 
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WHEN TWO STORMS DANCE 
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corporate boss, Enrique Razon, are about 1,350 km apart. Japan. jiwhara Effect ends when a @ ‘2STORMS) AS 

as one ofthe bidders. “The storms move abouta central point be- inthe 1920s Fujwhara discovered that _ stronger weather system disturbs the inter- 4 R t 
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Makati Business Club: Palace not doing enough 


|THE MAKATI BUSINESS CLUB (MBC) 
yesterday criticized Malacañang for 
not pushing hard enough for the pas- 
sage of priority bills considered impor- 
tant in enhancing the country’s global 
competitiveness. 

MBC executive director Alberto A. 
Lim said his group and the foreign 


business chambers shared a legislative 
agenda covering proposed measures 
involving a centralized credit informa- 
tion system, tourism, renewable ener- 
y, land administration, a code for the 
preneed industry and amendments to 
the Customs Brokers Act. 

"We observe an apparent lack of 


leadership [on the part of ] the exec 
tive department in having these bil 
passed ... Maybe (Malacafiang) is n 
pushing hard enough for these bill 
Lim said in a phone interview. 
“Some of them actually almost got 
the 13th Congress, but 
now] they have to go through the en- 


tire process again,” he added 
Lim said the MBC, whose members 
include not only big local corporations 
but also major foreign companies be- 
longing to foreign business chambers, 
had also observed conflicting positions 
taken by various executive depart- 
MAKATVAIS 


2010 Palace run 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and T] Burgonio 


WITH A DISGUISED CAMPAIGN SLO- 
gan fora backdrop, Sen. Manuel Roxas П 
yesterday assumed the leadership of the. 
Liberal Party, apparently signaling the 

launch of his presidential bid in 2010. 
LP banners in red, blue and yellow 
ROXAS) A8 


DISCONNECTS IN EDUCATION 
Teachers subsidizing pupils’ needs 


WE TALK ABOUT EDUCATION 
getting the largest share of our 
national budget. In truth, the re. 
(Editors note: The writer is al measure is how much we 


а. Eu EE 
ENTARY, 


NGO International child—which 5 
(P6,750). Thailand spends more 


Institute of Rural around 150 
Reconstruction апа former under- 

than six times as much at $950; 
Malaysia 110 times more. 


| Raising super bright kids 
‘enjoyable, humbling’ 


Like most parents, the Tamura 
couple marvel at their kids’ ex- 
ceptional abilities and revel in 
their accomplishments. Koh, 71, 
tries to downplay their chil 
dren's gifts, but his wife Cecile, 
46, talks animatedly about 
them. 

“Being a curious person who 
wants to perpetually learn about 
things that I don't know, should 


RAISING! AIS 


By Juan Miguel Luz 
(Second of three parts) 


The sad reality is that it is our 
teachers who are actually subsi- 
dizing the education of our chil- 

dren through their low salaries. 
In public schools, the starting 
gross pay for Teacher T this 
school year was pegged at 
9,980 per month. This went up 
by P1,000 with the 10-percent 
TEACHERS! AB 


Israeli flag 
world's largest: 
Filipinos made it 


MASADA, ISRAEL SAME 
dream, different flag. 

Filipino entrepreneur and 
‘evangelical Christian Grace 
Galindez-Gupana, who last 
year unfuried the biggest 
Philippine flag which ended 
up in shreds, is at it again. 

‘This time, she made a gi- 
ant Israeli flag. 

Beneath the ancient Jew- 
ish desert strongpoint of 
Masada, the world’s largest 
flag was unfurled on Sunday, 
covering a large stretch of 
sandy hinterland 


By Tj Burgonio 


YOU'D THINK JAPANESE BUSI- 
men Koh Tamura and his 
ino wife Cecile would be 
used to itby now—being parents 
to gifted children. 
Their eldest child, Cy 17, 
composes music at random and 
Masada, the ancient Yosh, 10, can memorize the con- 
‘mountaintop fortress in tents of a book while Aya, 6, 
sRAEWAS solves puzzles with ease. 


ISRAELS national agis displayed beside the Philippine fag on the Ба S 
shore of the Dead Sea on Nov. 25, 2007, marking 50 years of relations THESUPER talented Tamura 


kids: Yosh, Cy and Aya. nur eses 
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‘Review all foreign-funded projects’ 


GMA order to ensure all work free of irregularities after WB fiasco 


By Christine O. Avendano 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


WITH THE WORLD BANK 
still not moving to lift its sus- 
pension of deliberations on 
the $232-million soft loan 
intended for Philippine road 
projects, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo has issued a 
string of instructions to en- 
sure that foreign-assisted 
and funded projects would 
be free of irregularities. 


‘The instructions, which include a re- 
view of the road projects covered by the 
suspended WB loan, were contained in 
‘Administrative Order No. 210. 

Cabinet officials, meanwhile, yester- 
day snubbed the Senate probe of the 
suspended $232-million WB loan, due 
to corruption, as they pressed for more 
time to prepare their defense. 

Sen. Loren Legarda, chair of the 
committee on economic affairs, was 


TRILLANES 


visibly irritated by the last-minute de- 
cision by the Cabinet members to skip. 
the probe but was relieved that they 
did not invoke Executive Order 464. 

EO 464 prohibits government offi 
cials from testifying before congres- 
sional committees without the permis- 
sion of the President. 

But Legarda warned that she would 
hold the Cabinet officials in contempt 
if they fail to live up to their commit- 
ment to attend the next hearing sched- 
uled next month. 

Legarda said she received a call from 
Presidential Management Staff chief 
Cerge Remonde who cited the “lack of 
material time” and evacuation efforts for 
‘Typhoon "Mina" as the Cabinet secre- 
tarie main reasons for their absence. 


АО No. 210 

‘The President issued AO 210 on Now 
22, the day Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves and WB officials held a joint news 
conference wherein the WB affirmed its 
‘commitment to fund Phase 2 of National 
Roads Improvement and Management 
Program (NRIMP) but only after safe- 
guards had been put in place to prevent 
the recurrence of irregularities. 


WHAT’S INSIDE 


Under the administrative order titled 
“Hamessing Government, Civil Society 
and Sectoral Groups for Transparency and 
Procurement Process,” Ms Arroyo directed 
the Pro-Performance System (PPS) and 
the Procurement ‘Transparency Group 
(РТС) to review the road projects and чо 
report to the President.” 

"The PPS is under the Presidential Man- 
agement Staff office while the PTG is un- 
der the Government Procurement Policy 
Board, which in tur is under the Depart- 


NRIMP would be subject for review. 

Before the WB incident, Andaya said 
the President had given Cabinet offi- 
cials instructions “months back” to re- 
fine and strengthen the implementa- 
tion of the procurement law. 

In her order, Ms Arroyo asked the 
Presidential Anti-Graft Corruption to 
"report on the suspended road projects 
and consult with the World Bank and 
other funding agencies on other 
anomalies to investigate.” 


must undertake regular consultations 
with foreign-funding agencies to mini-, 
mize, uncover and address anomalies 
in foreign-funded projects; 

The PTG must submit a detailed 
plan for the deployment of civil society 
observers in bids and awards commit- 
tees handling projects worth P100 mil 
lion or more; 

' The GPPB must review regulations, 
systems and procedures for Oficial Devel- 
opment Assistance and govemnmentio- 
government projects and recommend in- 
tegrity and transparency reforms; 

' The DBM must source funds for 
the investigation of irregularities in 
foreign-funded infrastructure projects 


ment of Budget and Management. ‘And to ensure that foreign-funded pro- 
А deas would be free of irregularities, the 
No surprise President issued the following directives: 
Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya said өТһе PPS and the National Eco- 
the AO came as no surprise be- nomic and Development Authority 
cause the President had already 


given him instructions to con- 
duct a review of the road pro- 
jects and his office was “coordi- 
nating with the WB on the pro- 
ccurement issue." 

“Whether its Phase 1 or 
Phase 2 of the NRIMP its still 
the procurement process of the 
WB which would be looked 
10," Andaya said in a phone in- 
terview, when asked what par 
ticular road project in the 
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wants to call searching for ‘parol’ a big hit 
Honasan to the fishermen missing with folks in 
witness stand near Kalayaan isles Vienna, Austria 
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House kills this year’s 
impeach case vs GMA 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Leila Salaverria 


UPHOLDING THE DECISION OF THE COM- 
mittee on justice, the adminisration-dominat- 
ed House of Representatives in plenary yester- 
day formally dismissed an impeachment com- 
plaint against President Macapagal-Arroyo, ef- 
fectively shielding her from further attempts to 
remove her from office the next 12 months. 

Voting 184-1, the House threw out the 
controversial impeachment complaint filed 
by lawyer Roel Pulido. Only Laguna Rep. 
Edgar San Luis, Pulido's endorser, voted to 
pursue the complaint. There was one ab- 
stention: Nueva Ecija Rep. Edno Joson. 

Under House rules, only one impeach- 
‘ment complaint can be filed in a year. 

Opposition representatives boycotted 
the plenary session, accusing Pulido of de- 
liberately filing a lame complaint on orders 
of Malacafiang. 

But in an apparently related move, lloilo 
Vice Сох Rolex Suplico brought his rejected 
impeachment complaint against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to the Supreme Court yes 
terday, asking the court to clarify the constitu- 
tional prohibition against multiple complaints. 

Supli-o had filed an impeachment com- 
plaint in September against the Commission of 
Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos for allegedly 


bribery in the National Broadband Network 
deal. He later amended this to indude Ms Ar- 
Toyo but said he was prevented from refling it 
because of the Pulido complaint. 

It is the position of Suplico and six other 
petitioners that what is prohibited is the 
holding of multiple proceedings and not 
the filing of multiple complaints. 

‘They also asked the high court to over- 
turn the decision of the House of Represen- 
tatives secretary general Roberto Nazareno 
rejecting their supplemental complaint that 
would have included President Arroyo in 
the impeachment case against Abalos. 

Suplicos group said Nazareno overstepped 
his authority when he refused to transmit the 
supplemental complaint to the House Speaker 
so that it could be referred to the committee on 
justice for proper deliberation, 

Joining Suplico in the petition were Harry 
Roque, Angelito Banayo, Ma. Dominga Padilla, 
Fr Joe Dizon, Manuel Baviera and Roel Garcia 

They said several impeachment com- 
plaints against the President, including 
those filed by opposition spokesperson Adel 
Tamano and former Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona, should have been considered as 
one impeachment case against Ms Arroyo. 

Pulido's complaint was subsequently 
found deficient in substance and dismissed 

With a report from Christian V Esguerra 


GMA admits to Tondo folk 
poverty greatest challenge 


By Michae! Lim Ubac 


SIX YEARS AFTER TAKING OVER THE 
reins of office, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
candidly admitted yesterday before the ur- 
ban poor of Tondo in Manila that poverty 
remained the greatest challenge facing her 
‘administration. 

"We can't claim that we have progressed 
as a nation if we can't uplift the lives of the 
poor and the hungry in our society" Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo said in Filipino, 

Amid her plunging approval rating, the Pres- 
ident conceded during an informal interaction. 
with residents of Tondo Barangay 20, Isla Put- 

Bato, that her vision of First World starus for 
the country would remain an elusive dream ifa 
huge portion of the population continued to be 
mired in poverty 

"We mus stand by our beliefs and faith. Itis 
ош long-term goal to belong with the devel- 
‘oped nations in 20 years; said Ms Arroyo, reit- 
erating the ambitious goal she set for the coun- 
‘ay in her State of the Nation Address in July 

To do this, the President again empha- 
sized the need to have a strong middle- 
lass, world-class infrastructure and stable 
government institutions. 

The President's visit came on the heels of a 
visit paid to Tondo residents by her predecessor, 
former President Joseph Estrada. Since Ms Ar- 
royo pardoned Estrada after his conviction for 
plunder, the later has been making the rounds 
of poor communities in Metro Manila where he 
has been warmly received by local residents. 

The President has registered an overall 
disapproval rating of 39 percent, the high- 
est among the country’s top five officials, 
from July to October, according to the latest 
Pulse Asia survey. 

D Й 


The survey which tracks presidential perfor- 
mance and trust ratings, noted that the Presi- 
dents overall disapproval rating—the level of 
public appreciation of her work—did not 
change between July and October. 

But her distrust rating increased significantly 
during the period, increasing by 9 percentage 
points to 46 percent, Pulse Asia said. 

То parry the criticisms that her adminis- 
tration had not made a dent on the poverty 
incidence, the President argued that the 
poverty rate had actually gone down after 
her administration succeeded in producing 
a million jobs every year since 2001, 

"However we must vigorously talk about the 
eradication of poverty" she said before the Ton- 
do residents, many of whom, particularly those 
residing around the former Smokey Mountain 
dump, had come to symbolize the poorest of 
the poorin the country. 

‘She said her administration continued to 
face the daunting challenge of fulfilling its 
promise to break the cycle of poverty—the 
‘overarching goal contained in her "Roadmap to 
Fiscal Strength to Fighting Poverty” and the 
Мейит Term Development Pan, 

The Medium Term Philippine Develop- 
ment Plan is а detailed roadmap toward 
achieving the common goal of reducing 
poverty through jobs creation and enter- 
prise, while the Roadmap to Fiscal Strength 
calls for balancing the budget, reducing 
debt and enhancing revenue generation. 

The President had earlier said that the 
"basic goal” of the Medium Term Philippine 
Development Plan for the period 2004- 
2010 “is to fight poverty and build prosperi- 
ty for the greatest number of the Filipino 
people" With a report from Kate Рен, 
droso, Inquirer Research 
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Militants 
take fight 


vs Jpepa 
to world 


MILITANT GROUPS ARE TAKING THEIR 
fight against the Japan-Philippines Eco- 
nomic Partnership Agreement (Jpepa) to 
international forums. 

"The farmers group Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas—whose secretary general Danilo 
Ramos joined the Asian Peasants Coalition 
(APC) delegation that dialogued with World. 
"Trade Organization (WTO) officials in Gene- 
va, Switzerland recently said the Philippines. 
and other developing countries were wamed 
at the forum against entering into deals that 
were disadvantageous to their people. 

‘Those opposed to Jpepa have claimed 
the pact would spell economic disaster for 
Filipino farmers and fishermen. 

‘The main opposition, however, has been 
against provisions that would allow toxic 
waste from Japan to enter the Philippines. 


Sri Lanka forum 

The fishermen's group Pambansang Lakas 
ng Mamamalakaya n Pins (Puma) 
Ж would rave de pa me a the Ai 
General senti ote Wor Forum of Fish- 
er Peoples (WFFP) in Sri Lanka this week. 

Pamalakaya information officer Gerry Al- 
bert Corpuz told reporters the group had pre- " SN 

ed a resolution urging fisherfolk and non- Fas Sed d 

паа шакы СЫЗ ширге ш Use your MasterCard'card when you travel FT i 
to support the Filipino fishermen opposed to Е А 8 
the “onside economic тешу that would abroad for a chance to win an exciting getaway з= 
Акрил areal dg rn PR 

The resolution will be submitted t e ; 
Senate wh ha эн їр bent beating on 
the ratification of Jpepa on Dec. 13. Whether you're enjoying shopping in San Francisco or playing golf in Hawaii, traveling with your 


In a statement from Geneva, Ramos, con- is п more ге ег) 
ое са MasterCard is now even more rewarding. From October 16 to December 31, 2007, every USD 10 


deputy Poguri Chennaiah faced WTO deputy equivalent you spend overseas on your MasterCard automatically earns you one raffle entry to win 
director general Harsha Singh last week to a vacation in Hong Kong, Singapore or Thailand. 
talk about the WTO's ‘Aid for Trade” program. 
‘The program was first proposed at a 
WTO ministerial summit in Hong Kong in Best of all, triple your chances of winning when you use your Platinum or Titanium MasterCard. 


Eee tyrone uii re No matter where your travels may take you, enjoy the very best of what Platinum and Titanium 


the same time help the latter develop their MasterCard has to offer in dining, travel and entertainment. Visit mastercardmoments.com to find 
productive capacity. out more about these exclusive privileges. 
Japanese interests = 
‘APG is opposed to "conditionalities" that For more deta, visit mastrardcomise, Terms and conditions appi: 
the rich countries include in "Aid for Trade" 
deals, such as Jpepa, which Ramos said fa- 
vor Japanese interests. 
‘They said the Philippines and other Asian 
countries entered into similar trade treaties 
in the past but their people ended up ex- 
ploited by the donors and still economically 
backward. 
Singh, however, said the WTO should not 
be blamed for the farmers’ woes. 
"es your governments fault that farmers 
in your country are suffering. It entered into 
deals and agreements [such as] the WTO, 
well aware of its implications,” Ramos quot- 
ed Singh as saying. Jerome Aning 
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2 storms squeeze Luzon 


From page Al 


Lando's renewed onslaught, re- 
lief officials said. 

Asif the two storms were not 
enough, another low pressure 
area has also formed east of the 
Philippines, with the prospec- 
tive name of “Nonoy” 

Mina triggered waist-deep 
floods in places, drowning two 
villagers in Cagayan and bring- 
ing to 10 the number of people 
it has killed since it began bat- 
tering Bicol over the weekend. 

Some 400,000 people had 
fied to evacuation centers to 
avoid Mina's powerful winds, 
the National Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council (NDCC) said. 

lando swirled back to the 
Philippines at about 9 a.m. yes- 
terday after menacing Vietnam. 
t reentered the country the 
зате way it left last Wednes- 
day—through the western part. 

Lando killed 14 people in the 
Visayas їп its first rampage last 
week. 


Fujiwhara effect. 

“This is an offshoot of the Fu- 
Jiwhara effect, where two 
"weather systems with sufficient 
distance between them would lands, Babuyan group of islands, 
interact" Pagasa weather ‘Cagayan, Kalinga, Apayao and 
branch chief Nathaniel Cruz Ilocos Norte, where winds of 101 
told reporters. to 185 kph are expected. 

“ifMina isn’t around anymore, Signal No. 2 was hoisted over 
Lando would not comeback” ` Isabela, Ifugao, Mountain 

This condition happens when Province, Benguet, La Union 
two storms rotate on almost op- and Ilocos Sur. 
posite positions at a single 
point. (See illustration on 
front page. 

‘After hiting Isabela, Minds 
sustained winds weakened to 120 
kilometers per hour, with gusts of 
‘up to 150 kph. It was forecast to 
bring stormy weather over Basco, 


сека 
Monday. 


Batanes, this morning, according 
to the weather bureau. 

Pagasa raised storm signal No. 
3 over the Batanes group of is- 


‘Troublesome Lando 

Signal No. 1 was raised over 
Aurora, Quirino, Nueva Ecija, 
Nueva Vizcaya, Tarlac and Pan- 
gasinan. 

Metro Manila will continue 
to experience cloudy weather 


LUNMINDFUL of the big waves caused by stormy weather, a swimmer frolics in the surf in Mania Bay on 


онтон 


with rainshowers, Cruz said. 

Mina is moving north north- 
east at 11 kph and is expected 
by late Wednesday to storm out 
of the country toward Okinawa, 
Japan. 

Pesky Lando is packing maxi- 
mum winds of 95 kph and is ex- 
pected to hit Palawan tonight, 
bringing stormy weather also 
over Mindoro, according to Cruz. 

The bureau raised storm sig- 
nal No. 2 over northem 
Palawan, including the Calami- 
an group of islands, and signal 
No. 1 over the rest of Palawan, 
including Cuyo island, Oriental 
Mindoro and Occidental Min- 
doro, including Lubang island. 

Tris rare for a storm like Lan- 


do to swing back to the country, 
Cruz said. 

It would be even more rare if 
the low pressure area spotted. 
east of the country yesterday 
should also enter the Philippine 
area and join Mina and Lando 
at the same time, Cruz said. 

“There is a low pressure area 
that has the potential to 
strengthen. Ifit enters the coun- 
try it will be named Nonoy. Its 
possible we will have three 
storms in the Philippine area of 
responsibility,” he said. 


Deadly succession 
Forecasters recalled that an- 


other storm a few years ago had 
also made a turnaround and hit 


PETPians Conversion Plan enters final phase 


Successful implemen- 
tation of PETPlans' 
Conversion Plan has 
reached its final phase as 
planholders all over the 
country ‘begin to receive 
starting this week their 
Statement of Account 
(SoA) which confirms their 
‘ownership of shares in a 
unified trust fund. Dubbed 
ав the Enhanced Value 
Plan, or EVP, this replaces 
the planholders' education, 
pension and life plans 
under the former pre-need 


better returns for the 
benefit of the planholders. 

The SoAs shall be sent. 
directly by courier or 
registered mail to the 
planholders' given address. 

PETPlans' conversion 
plan, as approved by the 
Makati Regional Trial 
Court, authorized the 
transfer of all its trust 
assets to a professional 
group of fund managers. 

For this role, the Asset 
Management Group of the 
Bank of the Philippine 


contracts. Islands was selectedto 
The previous plans independently manage the 

used to have three unified trust fund. 

separate trust funds. ^ Considered a unique 


These were consolidated 
under a unified trust fund, 
whose combined liquidity 
is expected to provide 


victory for PETPians policy 
holders, the conversion 
plan provides planholders 
with either immediate 


What You Need to Know about the EVP 


1.What Is the EVP? Income for a longer period and 
The EVP is a share in the Wil also receive a larger value. 


cyan EE x 
paes educator резот а! 4 What can 1 expect 


repairs 
горка Islands {ог its Your EVP will be managed Бу 
ume eeu 

zat happens to he gu LE О з кау 
Ф.т papnens eius fure such tet порсиву 


under the рге-пееа be encashed outright. 
contracts? Your EVP may approximate: 
the future benefits due in your 


With the court's approval of 
the Conversion Pan, the orginal 
Pre-need contracts have been 
nullified and converted into the 
EVP, and the previous benefits 
are now to be replaced by the 


лпа pre-need plan f held for 
the same number of years. 
‘While its no longer а pro- 
need plan, PETPans will 
facilitate memorial benefits 


benefits under the EVP. sera уйшун EVP Hou 
3.What is the basis for 

value of m; 5.Аге near maturing and 
the value of my EVP? availing plans included In 


A set percentage of your 
instalments go into the trust fund, 
from 5% for frst year payments 
SU for last year paar 
огап average of 59001 
total instaliment. The rest of your recede red SIT 
inslaiments that dd по дото ihe seme ae the 
ihe trust fund went to your Sompulaten fo uty раа pens. 
es соуөгәдә, орт ра net of all benefits akeady given 


the conversion plan? 


Yes, plans maturing within the. 
next three years or current; 
availing аге include 


ель. taes andieerses, ^ 10 hem. 
hi the conversion, the trust 
fund was divided equitably ушей" °° Plans 


amongst all inforce plans. 

For plans in the paying period, 
the basis for conversion was the 
termination value, which 
approximates the trust fund 
Contribution to the plan. 

For fully paid plans, ihe basis 
for conversion is the amount of 
trust fund contributions made and 
{he timing thereof. So, plans with 
larger contributions wil receive a 
larger value. Also contributions 
made earlier will have generated 


Only those that lapsed after 
June 2006 or after the fling of 
the petition for conversion in 
‘court willbe included. They will 
be considered active as of first 
unpaid due date and the 
‘computation will be similar to 
that for partially paid plans. 
Plans that lapsed before June 
2006 and were not reinstated 
have been forfeited and wil not 
participate in the conversion. 


P2.9 B in trust fund shares ready for distribution 


liquidity or sustained 
returns on their invest- 
ments within a more stable 
framework. 

PETPlans' combined 
trust fund amounting to 
P2.915 billion as of end- 
August this year has 
remained intact and 
secure with BPI. 

The EVP offers the 
following advantages: a) it 
never lapses; b) it can be 
withdrawn at anytime; and 
с) it has a variable return 
which could yield higher 
earings. 


Additional investments 
made will be contributed in 
full or 100% to the fund, pet 
of minimal handling fees; 
unlike in the old plans where 
only 60% on average went lo 
the fund. 

Also, PETPlans will 
continue to operate as a 
company even after the 
conversion plan has been 
completed and will con- 
tribute 15% of its annual 
income for the next 10 
years to the planholders’ 
trust fund, as required 
under the conversion plan. 


A Victory for Planholders 
Dear Valued Planholders: 

In the next few weeks, you wil receive 
‘Statements of Accont (SoA) confining that you 
have acquired your shares in a unified 
trust fund amounting to nearly P3 Billion which will 
now be managed by one of the country's largest 
апа most experienced banks. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the 
Management of PETPians, allow me to thank all of 
you for bearing with us during the much-extended 
time within which we had to go through the numerous 
legal and technical processes necessary. This 
included the task of unifying all trust fund assets into 
a single account and reconfiguring the software to 
‘manage the records of about 125,000 planholders, 
many of whom had several types of plans. 

We ай had to be very patient and extra careful in 
trying to eliminate or minimize any problems related to 
the Conversion Plan, including the transfer in your 
пате of the trust assets under the pre-need setup to а` 
unified trust fund that we believe should give you 
reasonable returns on your investments. 

This Conversion Plan is a significant victory for all 
PETPlans planholders, as it successfully prevented any 
huge losses or continuous deterioration of the value of 
your trust funds under the pre-need contracts. In the midst 
of ай the troubles that affected the pre-need industry, we 
found a solution whose validity and timeliness wes 

by the court. 

1 ask you to please read carefully the information 
that wil accompany your SoAs as these materials wil 
familiarize you with the terms and conditions of the 
Enhanced Value Plan, and what you may reasonably 
expect from it. You will not have to submit any document 
when you get your SoAs but you will have to sign for it to 
acknowledge that you received it. We are delivering to 
a very large area in the cities and provinces, so it might 
take a few days or even weeks before the SoAs get fo 
your last given and validated address. 

Rest assured that we will continue to serve you 
in the best way we сап so that we may deserve your 
continuing trust in PETPlans. 


(509) LORENZO T. OCAMPO 
President and CEO 


PET Pans 
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the country after making an ini- Sunday night but was restored 
"ert, on Monday morning 
Ttisnot strange for the Philip- — Several villages in 14 towns in 
pines to suffer storms in deadly Cagayan were flooded, and Gov, 
succession. Alvaro Antonio suspended classes 
In November 2004, after Ty- and workin government offices. 
“Undir battered the 
Diss ойс Depression Vi Horses in raincoats 
oleta” passed over. Five days lat- Strong winds toppled trees. 
ez, Typhoon “Winnie” struck, fol- and knocked down power poles, 
lowed by still another typhoon. cutting off electricity in Cagayan. 
The retum of Lando sent “We were just one or two weeks 
6,000 people flooding back to away from harvest time. I'm afraid 
evacuation centers from lahar- we've lost everything to the flood 


and strong winds," Antonio said. 

In Baguio City the threat of 
three converging storms spoiled 
the outdoor launching of the citys 
Yuletide activities on Monday. 

Undaunted, local officials 
and hotel executives came out 
їп suits and gathered at the City 
Hall to open Christmas activi- 
ties and announce preparations 
for the 2008 Baguio Flower Fes- 
tival (Panagbenga). 

‘At Wright Park, horses rented 
out to tourists were forced to 
wear makeshift raincoats to 
protect them from the rains. 

Kennon Road was closed to 
traffic, although no landslide 
was reported, 

In Aurora province, 428 fami- 
Без remained in evacuation cen- 
ters, Evacuees from 15 villages in 
San Luis, Dingalan, Dilasag, Di- 
расшао, Casiguran and Dinalun- 
gan towns sought shelter in baran- 


and fiood-prone areas in Bicol. 

Аз of 6 pam, the NDCC said a 
total of 88,317 families, or 
399,033 persons, had been evac- 
vated in 11 provinces in regions 
2,3, 4a and 5 affected by Mina. 

А substantial number of the 
evacuees have gone back home, 
mostly in Bicol. 

Defense Secretary Gilbert 
Teodoro said the government's 
preparedness lessened the dam- 
age brought by Mina and Lan- 
do. But he stressed the need for 
vigilance while the two storms 
had not yet exited the country. 

At least two people drowned 
when water levels rose in rivers in 
Apayao and Cagayan on Sunday 
and Monday due to strong rains 
spawned by Mina, reports gath- 
ered by the лая showed. 

A landslide damaged a section 
of the Patapat Bridge in Pagud- 
рий, Ilocos Norte, making it im- 


passable to all types of vehicles, gay and municipal halls, schools, 
the provincial disaster coordinat- and farmers training centers. 
ing council (PDCC) said. In Pangasinan, the water level 


Floods also hit low-lying vil- 
lages in Apayao, Isabela, Ca- 
gayan, Pangasinan and Aurora. 

The Office of Civil Defense in 
the СотаШега said Santos 
Sabedra, 78, drowned in Conner 
town when his house near the 
swollen Apayao River was 
washed away by a strong current. 

Two other Conner resi- 
dents—Reiner Abawag, 2, and 
Felipe Abawag, 65—were miss- lem was the flashfloods,” said 
ing after their house was also Dr. Anthony Golez, NDCC 
swept away. spokesperson. 

In Cagayan, Junjun Rebilledo, Golez said the Philippine 
20, drowned while he was cross- ا‎ р тану ae 
ing the Pared lice said. responded to rescue calls in РЬ 

есе ? dt Rizal, and Tuao in Cagayan 
Landslides, power outages „because pf the flashfloods. 

Power outages occurred іп Golez said 6,000 people who 
Cagayan апі Isabela, In wereevacuated after Mina threat- 
Apayao, a landslide isolated the ened to hit the eastern seaboard 
capital town of Kabugao. region were sent home after the 

Flooding swamped several typhoon changed its path. 
villages in Conner, Flora, Sta. Ви they were brought back 
Marcela, Luna amd Pudtol toevacuation centersin the face 
towns, also in Apayao. 


of threat from Lando. 
Landslides and rising water Тһе official NDCC death toll 
levels forced the evacuation of 


from Mina stood at eight. 

1,443 families in Apayao and _ For the fourth consecutive day, 

nearby Kalinga, OCD said. airliners canceled domestic fights 
Rains have not yet breached to typhoon-threatened areas. 

the critical dam levels of Binga _ These included an Asian Spirit 

and Ambuklao Dams іп flight to San Femando City, La 

Benguet, and the San Roque 


at the San Roque Dam in San 
Manuel town reached 278.8 me- 
ters, ess than two meters below 
its spilling level of 280 meters. 


Water from the dam 
The PDCC asked residents in 
Calasiao, Sta. Barbara and Alcala 
towns to be on the alert in case. 
‘water is released from the dam. 
"In Cagayan, our main prob- 


Union, a Cebu Pacific 11:50 am. 


Dam in Pangasinan. flight to Laoag, an Air Philippines 
‘Authorities opened a gate each flight to Tuguegarao and a Philip- 
їп Binga and Ambuklao as a pre- pine Airlines fight to Laoag. 
caution to prevent ап uncon- Intemational fights were un- 
trolled overflow from the dams. hampered. Reports from Cristina 


Та Isabela, floodwaters sub- 
merged atleast SS villages in Tla- 
gan and Tumauini. More than 


100 families in the coastal town Gabriel Cardinoza, Anselmo 
ofDinapigue were evacuated. Roque and Tonette Orejas, In- 
Power supply in several quirer Northern Luzon; Tarra 


towns in Isabela was cut offon Quismundo in Manila; and AP 
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Tuesday, November 27, 2007 
34th Week in Ordinary Time 


| 1stReading: 
: Luke 21:5-11 

While some people were talking about the Temple, remarking that 
it was adorned with fine stonework and rich gifts, Jesus said to them, 
“The days will come when there shall not be left one stone upon anoth- 
cer of all that you now admire; all will be torn down.” And they asked 
him, “Master, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?" 

Jesus then said, “Take care not to be deceived, for many will come 
claiming my tile and saying: 1 am he, the Messiah; the time is at 
hand. Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and troubled times, 
don't be frightened; for all this must happen first, even though the end 

‘And Jesus said, "Nations will fight each other and kingdom will op- 
pose kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and plagues; 
in many places strange and terrifying signs from heaven will be seen." 
‘Commentary 

Daniel reports on the kings dream and is truthful in telling the king 
that another will replace him, and that the kingdom will be divided into 
alliances made by marriage, and that ай will shatter and fall. But there. 
will be a kingdom without end, set up by God. It wil be stronger than all 
kingdoms on earth. Daniel the slave becomes Daniel che prophet of God, 
speaking the truth to the mightiest power in his lfetime/history. 

And Jesus too speaks as a prophet while he watches his disciples con- 
template and admire the buildings of the temple (the restoration that has 
just recently been completed). But, as with ай buildings, ай kingdoms, ай 
institutions, dynasties, and leaders, it will one day be utterly destroyed 
‘ond gone. And they want to know when. But Jesus wants them to be truly 
religious, to trust in the face of history, and not be bound to their exter- 
пай, but instead be internally Bound to the community and to obedience. 
Ош history is being described his is not only about Jerusalem and the 
temple, but also about the United States, Europe, Asia, every country and 
Tuler, even the Vatican and ай йз buildings. Do we live with the heart of 
our religion and not its superficialities? 
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Oil price hike protests held ; LAE c 


prise Heating Aids ° Bande 

By Tina б. Santos holding of a general strike in De- sumer group there filed a petition аьаа 

and Jolene R. Bulambot cember, said George San Mateo, asking for its postponement. 

Inquirer Visayas secretary general of Piston. ‘Another transport group, Ang 
San Mateo said “selective” trans-  Nagkahiusang Drayber alang sa Re- 

SOME 500 MEMBERS OFA MAJOR port trikes were also held in Batan- porma (Andar), said it would ask 

transport group yesterday staged а gas and Laguna yesterday. for P2 fare adjustment. 

march to protest the rising ой prices In Metro Cebu, jeepney drivers al- Andar vice chair Romeo Arma- 

but were stopped by riot police lied with the Nagkahiusang Drivers sa mento said the drivers could no 


DIGITAL HEARING AIDS 


from proceeding to Mendiola Sugbo (Nadsu) staged а protest cara- longer bear the increase in the ~ AT AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
bridge in front of Malacañang. van from Mandaue City to Plaza Inde- prices of lubricants, batteries, tires 

The protesters, members of pendencia in Cebu City demanding and spare parts. _ 
Pinagkaisang Samahan ng Tsuper govemmentapprovalofafarehike. Ar the same time, Benjamin Yu, 


at Operator Nationwide (Piston), Ruben Rama, secretary general of managing director of Cebu Integrated 
staged an hour-long rally on Moray- the group, said their 5,000-strong Transport Services Cooperative (Cit- 


ta Street instead—causing а huge group would join Piston’s planned rasoo), said some 2,000 taxi drivers in 7 Resroited by Tho PHippne Scil of Audiology | 


BRANCHES: 
traffic jam in the university belt—to nationwide transport strike next Cebu also intend to fle a petition seek- | mama on Larus аскания 
press their demand for the suspen- month if the Land Transportation їп an increase in the flagdown rate | ha SIS Dos Sontapo Biip. Von Btengtratens 157 SU Soule 

sion of the Oil Deregulation Law Franchising and Regulatory Board from P30 to P35 and inthe succeeding | аиса E Mr 

and the removal of the value-added does not grant their petition to hike kilometer rate from P2.50 to P3. pure EI 

tax (VAT) on oil products. the minimum fare from P6 to P7.50. LTFRB acting regional director Rey- танат cengan oe ORO 


“The Manila jeepney drivers rally Не said the LTFRB did not ap- пао Ераз urged the drivers associa- | cB, nolo —— ر‎ 
is рап of a nationwide series of prove ће fare hike in Cebu despite dons to fle their petitions as soon as | ЛОО У Ssh lh Poo nen 2% 
protest actions preparatory to the higher gasoline prices, after a con- possiblesotheagencycantakeaction. | запо 0907007 ALS Sen Lime bara St 


PAF 
plane 
missing 


ONE OF TWO MILI. 
tary jets on a search 
mision near the 
Kalayaan island 
group in the South 
China Sea yesterday 
Б feared to have 
crashed пег the 
Kalyan ала 
chain, the Philippine 
Air Force sad yeser- 
day. 

The S211, an 
Ttalian-made trainer 
plane acquired by 
the PAF in the early 
"905, went missing 
off Pag-Asa Island 
while flying in tan- 
dem with a similar 
aircraft both out of 
Antonio Bautista Air 
Base in Puerto 
Princesa Ci. 


Only the best can make you feel better 


pot. Luke's 
» Medical Center 


One of the world's best 


ig vessel 
The planes were 
searching for a Fil- 
ipino fishing vessel 
the FB Vir Anna 101, 
with 26 crew mem- 
bers which sank off 
Pag-Asa last week 
due to the strong 
winds brought by 
"Iyphoon "Lando," 

Only the lead plane 
retumed to base at 
11:30 am. It last 
made contact with 
the missing plane an 
hour before that. 

"The clouds were 
mot thick but they 
spanned a wide area. 
The two aircraft en- 
tered the clouds as 
6,000 feet. The lead 
plane talked to the 
wingman to ask if 
they could see him. 
"The lead pilor decided 
to go up to 8000 
feet,” РАР chief Lt 
Gen. Horacio Tolend- 
no said 


Y Gilt сепме 


No answer 

"Ас that point, 
when the lead plane 
tied to contact the 
wingman, there was 
по answer” he said at 
а press conference 


yesterday aftemoon, 

Tolentino said the We know nothing matters more to you than the 
grey id noting health of your laved ones. With St. Luke's Health 
он я Gift Certific (ou take care of that concern and 
phoons that hb the sift Certificates, you tak f that concern апа 
‘country as the weath- a whole lot more. You give your loved ones the gift 
e МОГ where of health and underprivileged patients the gift of 

were atthe time. 4 шел сарин р 
ъа hope. Purchase gift certificates in P500 and P1,000 


seater aircraft were [II gl 
pilot Capt Gavino 
Mercado Jr and copi- 
lot Capt. Bonifacio 
Soriano Ш. 

Оп the request of 


denomination, or for specific services, and make 
the wise decision for everyone this Christmas. 


NT bera et rol CE BLAUE KATE ЕРДЕН 
РЗ Orion, a maritime Ра 

paga орал _ Бог more information, call 849-MYMD(6963). 
а rer" reg delivery within Matro Manila until January 31,2008 

to scour an area span- 

ning ап 60-an radius 

from where the S-211 An Intemational Ате Of 


had last made con- 
tact. А Philippine 
Navy ship was also 
called to help look for 
the plane. Tarra 
Quismundo, with 
Geraldford Тіске, 
Contributor 


New Yo Presbyterian Hospital 
Columbia Universtly College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Weill Comell Medical College of Cornell University 
‘and 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 


279 E. Rodiiguez St. Blvd, Quezon City 1102, Philippines + Trunkine: 723-0101/0301 • Emal: Info@stluke.com.ph + Website: www.stiuke.com.ph 
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COSMOS BAZAR, INC 


571 Q. Paredes St. 
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Teachers subsidizing pupils’ needs 


кы billion in outstanding salary loans “© Hence, it appeared that al- quent lack of interest in finishing 
from around 195 PLis. This meant most 100 percent of all 6-year- schooling, especially among boys. 
across-the-board increase in pay ап average loan of slightly over МИШ olds were in fact being enrolled. 
forgovernmentworkers.Manda- P30,000 per teacher over a 12- р à What subsequent analysis те. Dropout profile 
tory deductions for income tax month period at an average inter- vealed, however, was that only DepEd data reveals the follow- 
and for GSIS, Pag-Ibig and Phil- estrate of 75.5 percent per annum > alittle more than a third ofall 6- ing dropout profile: For every 
Health premiums result in a net (or over 6 percent per month). year-olds were entering Grade 100 children who enter Grade 1, 
take-home pay of around P8200 Оп top of this burden, public 3 1atthe right age. The rest were 15 drop out before reaching 
рег month—ivell below a rea- school teachers have an esti- 2 actually older by one year or Grade 2; another 9 will leave 
sonable wage by any standard. mated P15! billion more in overage by two or more years. — school before Grade 4; by the 
In private schools, the situa- salary loans from GSIS, ће ' = ps end of Grade 6, 35 ofthe original 
tion is mixed, state pension fund, which was ight age’ 100 have stopped schooling; af- 
"lite schools (such as Ateneo also repaid through automatic „ n analyzing the data further, ter finishing Grade 6, 8 of these 
and La Salle) can afford st payroll deduction. it appeared that in Grades 1-3, graduates will not make the tran- 
salaries of P15,000 or ‘high- ^ Furthermore, housing loans it was the “right-age” kids who sition to high school; at the end 
er—50 percent more than the from GSIS and Pag-Ibig added were dropping out most. By im- of HS IV only 42 will graduate. 
starting pay of a public school another P25 billion in personal THEFIRST DAY OF SCHOOL on une 4, 2007, saw some students pression, this was attributed to Тһе dropout rate in the first 
teacher. debt to be amortized over sitting on the floor at the Batasan High School in Quezon City due to the poor health and nutrition of four years of elementary is thus 
The situation for teachers in longer periods of time. the shortage of desks. олноос these young children. a combined 24 percent versus 34 
nonelite private schools is the АП told, less than half a mil- _ Throughout the country, Na- percent from Grade 5 through 
reverse. In SY (school year) lion public school teachers and est rate of 24 percent (versus the experience tional Nutrition Council data re- HS М In the earlier years, it is 
2003-04 when the publicschool nonteaching personnel had a 75.5 percent before). Fiy-by-night A decade later however only a vealed that 30 percent of allchil- the “right age” kids who consti- 
salary for Teacher I was already total personal debt of over P54 lenders were taken outofthesys- litle more than a third (38 per- dren aged 6-12 years were tutethelarger share of dropouts, 
pegged at P9,980 per month, billion in 2003. tem, and payroll sips were re- cent) of all Grade 1 pupils are ac- found to be underweight and/or In the latter years, however, itis 
the Catholic Education Associa. Older married teachers bor designed sothatPLiswouldknow tually 6 years old—the “right” under height. This level ofstunt- the overage kids that account for 
tion of the Philippines reported - rowed upto threé times a yearto ifateacherhad over-borowed. age. More than a third (39 рег. ing is a reflection of undemutri- most of the dropouts. 
an average ‘starting monthly fund schoolféesoftheirchildren Still, many teachers find cent) start school at 7 years. The tion if not malnutrition. The key then is to get kids to 
salary of P5,405 (secondary) to (especially college); younger ways fo borrow even more to rest—almostonequarter(23per- From Grades S through theend school at age 6 (Le. the “right 
5,968 (elementaty) for teach- teachers borrowed irregularly stay ahead. Unfortunately, they  cent)—begin at8 years or older of fourth year in high school (HS age" and find ways to get them 
ers among its member schools. {ог appliances and events. A endupresortingtothemoreru- _ Does the starting age matter? TV), the reverse began to happen. through Grade 4. Once they 
Assuming a l-percent in- good number also borrowed to inous“5-6" typeoflending. It does. At the higher grade levels, it was have reached this milestone, the 
crease every year for the past help out extended families. = In 2005, the DepEd prepared the overage kids who were now probability that they will com- 
four years, the recomputed aver- | m Pay below other professionals a 10-year budget simulation dropping outin larger numbers. plete the entire basic education 
age in 2007 would be ?7,900 for ‘London’ environment In public schools, a meager study to determine how much Thus, once the “right age” kids cycle increases dramatically It is 
high school teachers and 8,700 Borrowing to make ends meet government budget (despite the we should invest annually in got to Grade 4, their chances of the “right age” kids who have a 
for those in elementary school. has been so prevalent among large share for the DepEd) keeps education in the national bud- finishing the entire basic educa- better chance than overage kids 
The salary levels are still 30 рег. teachers that it has become a teacher salaries well below _ get through 2015. tion cycle increased dramatically. in finishing basic education and 
cent less than the DepEds start. part of the culture. The vast ma- those of other professionals. as The large number of dropouts graduating from high school. 
ing pay for teachers today. With jority are “over-borrowed” with In nonelite private schools, Disturbing trend from Grades 5 through HS IV — How to keep underweight, 
mandatory deductions,net take- the common remark that they teachers have even lower  Atthe elementary level, a dis- were now overage kids leaving under-height, undernourished 
home pay forteachersin nonelite live in а “London” environment salaries. What parents cannot turbing trend was revealed. fora variety of reasons, including kids in school thus becomes a 
private schools would be even ("Ioan dito,‘loan ооп”) afford are absorbed by teachers Since the start of SY 2000-01, peer pressure (from hiya), poor critical concern. 
lower at P6,000 to P6,500. Thé General Appropriations asa defacto cutin pay. enrollment had grown by only achievement, or the lure of work. Тһе key is in-school feed- 
А Actnow establishes a minimum Compare this to what new an averageof0.S percentayear Because parents were aware ing—not rice distribution, This 
How teachers survive take-home pay for teachers of graduates make as call center With population growing at of their children's poor health would lessen the dropout rate in 
How do teachers survive with ` P3,000 per month. If this were agentsand you gettheidea. slightly more than 2 percent, status, they were in fact post- Grades 1-3 by increasing the stu- 
such low pay? Through salary not enacted, a significant per- Ме cannot hope to invite the did this mean that parents have poning the entry of their chil- dents body mass and improving 
loans and private borrowing. _ centage of teachers would have best and the brightest to the not been enrolling their chil. dren in Grade 1 assuming that their stamina for daily schooling. 
Іо 2003, the Department of. .no monthly take-home pay teaching profession unless dren at all? Or was the dropout an older child maybe better able Parent education and partici 
Education (DepED) took a seri- ` In 2003, the DepED also di- teacher pay is improved. rate so high as to lead to such to withstand the rigor of daily pation are critical. If parents do 
ous look at salary loans from pri- récted that no: PLis could use z low enrollment growth over the schooling than a younger child. — not understand and appreciate 
vate lending institutions (РЫЗ) the automatit payroll deduc- Starting school too late six-year elementary cycle? What parents dont realize is that the right age for schooling 


which utilized the automatic -tion scheme if they charged Another disconnect in феей. Further analysis showed that ` that “overage” children at the has a logic to it, they unwitting. 


payroll deduetion scheme. more than; 18-percent interest ucation system is thatthe major- the number of Grade 1 pupils in high school level begin to feel old ly increase the likelihood of 

Analysis of payroll slips re- and more than 6 percent of the ity of children tartschoollate. а given year matched the num- when compared to their younger dropouts at the high school lev- 
vealed that over 450,000 teachers principal inyprocessing fees. In 1995, policymakers set the ber of 6-year-olds that the Na- classmates, and this feeling con- el—and the very real prospect 
and nonteaching personnel under The currert policy has resulted елпу age for Grade 1 at 6 years tional Statistics Office estimat- tributes to sense of inadequacy of consigning their kids toa life 
the DepED had an estimated P14 іп an average real effective inter- old, consistent with worldwide edmatiomwidefortharyear (е. feeling bobo) and a subse- of uncertainty and poor quality. 


Roxas takes over LP helm, signals 2010 Palace run 


From pageAl “In this Supposed election, they don't see anyone else as our stan- Ка Jovy, Ka Bobby TaBada, Ka hostage-taking. We will do what ^ Santiago said it was a politi 
decided to go on their own and dard-bearer except Mar Roxas),” Raul (Daza) and not form ап is best for our party, we will do cal reality that one could not 
hanging at the historic Kalayaan elect Mar Roxas as their presi- said outgoing LP president, ex- opinion about the killings of whatis bestfor our country and run for president with less than 
Hall of Club Filipino in Green- dent, depriving members of Neco Senate President Franklin Drilon. journalists and activists and wewilldo whatis right.” P1 billion in campaign funds. 
hills, San Juan, proclaimed “Oras from participating,” he said. Also on hand were past LP widespread graft and corrup- “Ме are always open to talk- “Anything we do two years 
па (Its time)" which rhymes “In effect we can say now, presidents Jovito Salonga, Wig. tion aided and abetted by the ing to everyone, especially before the elections is meaning- 
with “Roxas na (Go for Roxas)” congratulations to Mar Roxas, berto Tafiada, Florencio “Butch” abuse and misuse of executive those who have been and con- less. Maaga pa (It's too early),” 
Roxas, who will officially be- you're now the president of the Abad and Raul Daza and other privilege,” said Roxas. tinue to be members of the Lib- said Villar who is also reviving 
соте LP president on Nov. 30, Liberal Party-Drilon faction. But Neco officials. Salonga adminis- ` Roxas would take over a par- eral Party but who may have a the Nacionalista Party. 
used the phrase “Oras na” nine definitely, not a united Liberal tered the oath to Roxas. ty that was split in July 2005 different opinion, a different Legarda, who has joined the 
times in his acceptance speech. Party,” he said. Fellow Senators Rodolfo Bia- over loyalty to President Maca- view of current events and is- Nationalist Peoples Coalition, 
The speech was itself titled Atienza said his group would zon and Francis Pangilinan pagal-Arroyo following the out- sues; Roxas added. said her personal machinery 
“Oras na!" question the matter in the Com- showed up with several congress- break of the "Hello Garci” elec- had proven effective to get her 
The emcee, ex-Rep. Nereus mission on, Elections or the men, ex-congressmen, govemors, tion’ cheating scandal. Elephants vs ants elected last May. 
Acosta Jt, and Sen. Benigno. courts. mayors and other local officials. Тһе Supreme Court in June Other potential 2010 con- Lacson, who ran for president 
"Noynoy' Aquino Ш, who for: The LP gathering at Club Fil- Isabela Gov. Grace Padaca а upheld the presidency of Drilon tenders—Senate President in 2004, said the opposition 
mally nominated Roxas, also ipino elected Roxas party presi- so formally nominated Roxas. against the claim of Atienza, Manuel Villar Sen. Panfilo Lac- should have leamed its lesson 
used the phrase several times dent to a three-year term until yo Ў erstwhile LP chair son and Sen. Loren Legar- and notfield too many presiden- 
before the meeting of the LP Na- November 2010. He was also ‘Formidable party’ The Atienza-led faction did da—congratulated Roxas but tial candidates. He said two op- 
tional Executive Council (Neco) given blanket authority to ap- Former President Corazon not send a representative yes- said 2010 was still far, position candidates would do. 
that was witnessed by about  pointother officers ofthe party. Aquino, Cecile Mitra, the wid- terday Sen. Miriam DefensorSanti- ^ Quezon Rep. Lorenzo Tañada 
1,000 members and supporters, “We shall build a strong, unit- ow of the late Speaker Ramon ago, who twice ran for presi- said it was “just a matter of 
including prominent politicians ed and modern LP rooted in із Mitra, and Roxas’ mother, Judy Healing the split dent, described the 2010 presi- time” before lawmakers who 
who are not with LE founding principles ... and lead Araneta-Roxas, were also But several politicians who dential fight as one between were former LP members re- 
But trouble could be brewing it to victory in 2010," Roxas de- around are not LP members were “elephants” and “ants.” joined the party to support Rox- 
elsewhere. cared in his only reference to Drilon told reporters that around, such as Cebu Gov She said if exPresident as presidential bid. 
Environment Secretary Lito the presidential fight. Roxas’ assumption of the party Gwen Garcia, Cebu City Mayor Joseph Estrada decided to try Не said former LP members 
Atienza scoffed at Roxas election | x leadership was in preparation Tomas Osmeña, Mandaluyong again for the presidency, it about to rejoin the party includ- 
as LP president and warned it ‘Ready for 2010’ for his presidential bid. Rep. Neptali Gonzales Jr, May- would be a three-way battle ed Deputy Speaker Eric 
would further divide the ралу _Keepinghhis emotions in check, “T am optimistic that under or Alfred Romualdez, Rep. Маг. among "multibilionaires,” refer- Singson, House committee on 
“Tm saddened by what hap- Roxas assumed the presidency of the stewardship of Sen. Mar tin Romualdez, Bayan Muna ring to Villar Roxas and Estrada. justice chair Matias Defensor, 
pened ... In effect, the division the party that was founded by his Roxas, the Liberal Party will be party-list Rep. Satur Ocampo, “it will be three multibillion- and Representatives Junie Cua, 
that exists in the party contin- grandfather and namesake, the only formidable party to ex-Akbayan party-list Rep. Etta aires fighting each other and all Antonis Diaz, Reynaldo Uy, 
wes Atienza told reporters. Manuel Roxas, in 1946. reckon with in 2010,” he said. Rosales and Akbayan chair therest will have the capacity of Danilo Suarez, Roman Romulo, 
"Instead of unifying the party, _ His father the late Sen. Gerardo Drilon and Roxas paid tribute Ronaldo Llamas. ants in the presence of three Abraham Mitra, Florencio Mi- 
our division is further exposed “Geny” Roxas, headed itin 1968. to past LP members who had In a press conference, Roxas elephants,” Santiago said. raflores, Solomon Chungaloao, 
when they forced the election The LP has produced three suffered political persecu- said his group was open to forg- Francisco Marugas and JC Rah. 
without us." presidents—Manuel Roxas, El- tion—the assassinated Sen. Be- ing unity with other groups “bur Still too early man Nava. 
Ра pidio Quirino and Diosdado nigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jt, An- not at the expense of the (par. When reminded about the "Abad confirmed there were 
Atienza's option Macapagal, father of President tique Gov. Evelio Javier, Zam- tys)independence" other contenders, such as Vice unity talks between the LP and 
Atienza, former LP -chair ‘Macapagal-Arroyo. boanga City Mayor Cesar С. Reacting to reports that the President Noli de Castro, Lacson former members associated 
claimed the rival LP faction had While Roxas demurred about maco, Salonga and Gerry Rox- Atienza faction would want and Legarda, Santiago replied, with Atienza. 
purged members loyal to him his 2010 candidacy, other LP of- as prominent positions in the par- laughing: “They are ants. When “But so fat, nothing is conclu- 
from the voting members list of - ficials were forthright: “You cannot be part of the ty hierarchy, he replied: “My the elephants sneeze, the ants sive." Abad said. With a report 
the National Executive Council. "Weare ready for 2010 and we beloved Liberal Party of Ninoy, leadership is not subject to will catch pneumonia.” from Norman Bordadora 


Israeli flag world’s largest: Filipinos made it 


From page Al representatives of the Guinness “This isa tall order,” she said, bring the flags to Israel. pine flag in Aritao, Nueva Viz- down to its base. 

Book of Records. as she broke down in tears. There are about 31,000 Fil- caya, inan attempt to clinch the Сирапа earlier planned to 
southeastern Israel, is where the  Gupana said she decided two Тһе record-breaking Israeli ipinos in Israel, most of whom record for the world’s biggest unfold the same giant flag at the 
Jews held out for three years years ago to produce a giant Is- flag was accompanied by a gi- аге foreign workers, said Gilber- fag. ‘Sunken Garden at the Universi- 
against the Romans before com... raeli flag aş а testament to her ant Philippine flag—huge, but to Asuque, consul general of the Hundreds of residents and ty of the Philippines in Diliman, 
mitting mass suicide in 74 AD in , love for Isidel and the Jewish not quite as big. It weighed “on- Philippine Embassy in Israel. volunteers unveiled the Philip. But her request to do so was de- 
the face ofimminent defeat. _ people, and as a celebration of ly” about 3.8 metric tons. “This fag expresses the pine tri-color that measured nied both by the National His- 

‘The huge blue and white Is- 50 years of diplomatic relations _ Large stones anchored both friendship between the Philip. 200 meters by 100 meters and torical Institute and the univer- 
таей flag, 660 meters long and between the Philippines and Is- flags as they billowed in the pines and the state of Israel, and weighed 3.75 tons. si. 
100 meters wide and weighing rael. desert winds. also the friendship between Тһе historic event, however, Тһе NHI, citing Republic Act 
5.2 metric tons, breaks the “Сой spoke to me in thunder Тһе flags made in the Philip- Jewish and Christian communi. was marred when the fag, No. 8491, said “Gupana will not 
record for the world’s largest, and lightning,” Gupana said. pines and shipped to Israel days ties,” Shaul Zemach, director of made of 100 percent Taffeta ny- be able to comply with govern- 
according to Israel's Ministry of “The Lord said, Maketheflagof ago, said Daniel Rozen, thelsraeliMinistryof Tourism. lon, suffered a large tear on its ment flag specifications [re- 
Tourism. Israel, the standard of my peo- spokesperson for Living Stone In September last year, Gu- white triangle about halfway garding] design, size nor for 

The flag was measured by ple" —,. Ministries, a'group that helped pana unfurled a giant Philip- while it was being unfurled lawful display” AP 
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Corrections 


IN THE NOV. 24 ISSUE, а Saturday 
Special article on Page H4 —"Lorna To- 
lentino marks 38th year in show biz 
with OFW film—misstated that Joel 
Lamangan directed actress Lorna To- 
lentino in the film "Mano Po 2.” The 
film was directed by Erik Matti. 

IN THE FIRST EDITION of the Nov. 
26 issue, the banner story—"GMA 
ally bidding ог Transco 
scored’—misstated the пате of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's hus- 
band. The First Gentleman's name is 
Jose Miguel—not Juan Miguel—Ar- 
тоуо. 


Ina three page re- 
quest submitted to 
Judge Oscar Pimentel 
Of Makati Regional 
Trial Court Branch 
148, the accused, 
through lawyer Rey- 
пайдо Robles, sought 
the issuance of a sub- 
poena for Honasan. 

T is the position of 
the soldiers that since 
Honasan, their alleged 
eade had been ab- 
solved of guilt, they 
should be cleared, too. 

They also asked 
the court to summon 
detained Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim to testify 
onthe negotiations at 
the height ofthe Oak- 
wood takeover on Ju- 
ly 27, 2003, in which 
President Macapagal- 


By DJ Yap 


DETAINED SEN, AN- 
tonio Tillanes IV has 
asked the Malati 
court hearing his coup 
eta case to summon 
Sen. Gregorio “Grin- 
go” Honasan as a wit- 
ness in the trial of the 
Junior officers who 
staged the failed Oak- 
‘wood mutiny of 2003, 
"Dillanes, along with 
11 of his ‘coaccused, 
‘wants to present 
Honasan, who was 
originaly tagged as 
the mastermind of the 
Oakwood mutiny чо 
rebut the prosecution's 
Чат that he and the 
accused were involved 
in а conspiracy to 
commit coup detat” 
ave your Money! 77, 


DAVIDLINK 


THE SAME STORY misstated that 
‘Andres Soriano Jr. was the patriarch 
of the San Miguel conglomerate. 
‘The San Miguel patriarch was Ап- 
dres Soriano Sr. 
IN THE SAME ISSUE, a front-page ar- 
ticle—'3rd Bush ally falls from pow- 
eP—misstated the age of outgoing 
Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard, He is 68—not 60— years old 
IN THE SAME ISSUE, another front- 
page article—"No room for mistake in 
bomb experts’ world" —misstated the 
first name of the deputy chief of the. 
Philippine Bomb Data Center. The РВ- 
DC deputy chief is Chief Insp. 
Raynold-—not Raymond—Rosero, 
Readers may sed their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors эпт to the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer PDI Buding, 
Chino Roce Avenue comer Mascardo Street, 
Makati CID, fax Мов. 897-47-99/94; email 
address: daydeskQinquiezcom ph. 
Complaints about lack алев ауе. | | S38 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read. | | ааа, 
ту advocate, email addres: readersado. | |. 
Cate@inguirencom. ph or Jax Nas. 897-47. 
95/94, Atm: Renders Advocate. Her phone 
number 897-8608 Local 342. 
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Trillanes wants to call 'Gringo' as 


ПАШ A: | 
witness 


Navera said in a 
phone interview, 
Honasan was ini- 
tially charged as a 
leader of the muti- 
neers but the charges 


‘Arroyo supposedly 
promised to spare all 
but the core leaders 
of the “Magdalo 
group" from criminal 
Prosecution. 
Trillanes and his 
coaccused want Ho- 
nasan and Lim to ap- 


pear at the hearing 
scheduled for Nov 29 
а9ат 

State Prosecutor 
Juan Pedro Navera, а 
member of the justice 
department’ prosecu- 
tion panel, questioned 
фе ` relevance of 


 Honasaris testimony 

"We dont see how 
they can rebut the 
prosecutions ем. 
dene with Hona- 
san’ testimony. Hes 
not an accused; he 
has no more involve- 
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‘Parol’ a big hit in Austria 
an holiday tradition that attracts millions of ‘The Philippine Embassy first introduced the 
Austria said the event was highlighted on — Palmenhaus (tropical greenhouse) in an event 
Nov. 19 by the ceremonial lighting of 60 that also commemorated the 60th anniversary 
colorful Philippine parol on a specially-des- of the establishment of Philippine-Austrian 
ignated "Philippine tree” at the Wiener diplomatic relations. Cynthia D. Balana 
клр ут 
officials, members of the Filipino community in fe 2 Color Printing 
promenades and shoppers. + Uses Standard 
that treated guests to traditional Filipino з 892-9073 to 77 
tea) and kakanin (rice cakes). 

The event was a joint project of the Philip- 
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Wrong call 


ITH MEMORIES OF THE MANY DEATHS AND 
We destruction wreaked by supertyphoon 
“Reming” a year ago, Bicolanos meekly trooped 
to evacuation centers and began storming heaven as "Mi- 
-na" threatened late last week. The typhoon, packing cen- 
„ter winds of 175 kilometers per hour and gusting up to 
215 kilometers per hour, was going to rip through the Bi- 
col Peninsula later in the week before 
‘EDITORIAL exiting through Mindoro, according 
to Pagasa. By Friday, the evacuees had 
swelled to several hundred thousands, with Albay alone 
"targeting the evacuation of up to 650,000 people. The 
snext day, most of them began streaming back home, as 
the threat had passed. 
‘What happened? Answered prayers, many Bicolanos 
"said, recalling how people іп the region swamped radio 
stations with messages urging prayers. Priests noted that 
attendance at Masses grew as “Mina” was reported to be 
* approaching closer. When the typhoon changed course 
and spared Bicol, one priest said it was “sort of a mira- 
Че” 
„ . Who isto knock the power of prayer? Maybe, it was in- 
deed a miracle, given the certainty with which Pagasa 
заз tracking the path of the typhoon. But in this in- 
* tance, it seems that the hand ordering the winds to take 
34 different direction was more visible from afar than 
rom here. 
By late Friday afternoon, CNN was already reporting 
at "Mitag" (the typhoon's international code name) 
"had changed direction and was heading for Central and 
Northern Luzon. However, Pagasa was still saying “Mina” 
was keeping to its westward path and bearing hard on Bi- 
col. Itwas not until early Saturday morning that the local 
‘weather bureau announced that the typhoon would 
‘ make landfall in the vicinity of Aurora or Isabela. 
,, The time lag is important, even critical. Had the ty- 
Phoon moved at a faster pace, Aurora, Isabela, Cagayan 
and other provinces hit by “Mina” would have been 
caught unprepared, and who knows how many lives 
Would have been lost because of it. 
„Was CNN right and Pagasa wrong? Science and Tech- 
logy Undersecretary Graciano Yumul asked the ques- 
» tion and answered it himself, saying not at all. Yumul re- 
called that as early as Thursday, Pagasa was seeing two 
‘ possible paths for “Mina,” one cutting through Bicol and 
бег through Aurora and Isabela. He said Pagasa had 
udjed various climate models from other weather cen- 
ер in Japan, Hong Kong and the US Joint Typhoon 
Warning Center (JTWC) in Hawaii. But as far as the 
Philippines is concerned, itis only Pagasa’s forecast that 
is official and accountable. “Pagasa had to make a stand,” 
he said. "Our stand—that the storm would track a west- 
261 direction—was based on available information." 
$ Obviously, Pagasa called it wrong, and all the gob- 
bledygook mentioned by Yumul cannot make it right. Yu- 
; mul said foreign weather centers use mathematical mod- 
els in predicting the path of typhoons, while Pagasa uses 
“not only numerical but also real-time field station data.” 
The implication apparently is that Pagasa's system is bet- 
ter and more reliable. So how come JTWC, which is 
CNN's source, called it right early on, and Pagasa did not? 
{Instead of explaining how something wrong can be cor- 
тесі, Yumul and Pagasa officials ought to examine where 
;itwent wrong. 
»_ Although the Bicolanos were only too happy to see that 
-Pagasa was wrong, the wrong information cost some Bi- 
‘abt provinces money it could Ш afford to spend unneces- 
"Silly. Albay, for instance, spent P14 million to take thou- 
sands of its citizens out of harm's way and feed them, ac- 
cording to Gov. Jose Ma. Salceda. Although that amount 
Cannot be said to have been spent badly, some of it could 
have been saved if Pagasa's forecast was a little better. 
“Besides, a few more mistakes like this, and the govern- 
ment could sound like the boy who cried wolf too often, 
making it more difficult to convince people to suffer the 
inconvenience of relocation. 
The country was quite lucky Mina did not turn out to 
ibe as destructive as earlier feared. But there will surely 
be other more powerful typhoons—if not this year, then 
in the coming years. Preparedness is essential for human 
ssurvival, and that depends on accurate weather fore- 


(casts. Calamities should пог test а people's 
‘faith—whether in God or in science. 

* 

í Publisher Isagani Yasor 


Editor in Chief Lerr jnenez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jose Ma. D. Nouasco 
Associate Editor AseLanoo S. нол 

Associate Editor for Readership Rosamo A. GARCELLANO 

Opinion Editor Jone V. Anuta. 
News Editor Armo T. Evane Ja. * Chief Page One Operations Nuo B. алон 
Chief News Day Desk Rumen б. Аалвлзтао 
National Editor Penceenno B. Bawcavam ja. 


а Senior Desk Editor Juan V. SanvuenTo Ja- 
Editorial Consultant Amano Dononna 
Chief Photographer Enie U. Sanmenro 

* Art & Design Director were A. УшдаявА 


Board Chairman Manna R. PRETO 
President Auexanona PaicTo-ROMUALDEZ 
‘Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing Renato R. RENOSO 
VP for Advertising Faure R. Otaere. 
AVP for Circulation Sanov Simon R. Yar 


Readers’ Advocate Lomna Kauw Tino. 
———— 


Азел cap perm vy n o paro Oa Pago Doy v maybe dde. 
desbesdba emery my nen sedes morte enw e eq 


' r 


THE COLUMN “STITCHING SHEETS OF LOOSE 
sand” (honte, 11/22/07) highlighted the call 
of Asian foresters for policy overhaul that would 
pry loose the resource stranglehold by the elite. 
In their new book, “A Cut For the Poor” they 
claim that a policy overhaul would give indigents 
a long denied chance at humane lives. Our mail- 
box got these comments: 

“As long as the President plays musical chairs 
with the secretary of environment and natural 
resources post, the Philippines (cannot) save re- 
maining forests,” wrote William Granert of Soil 
& Water Conservation Foundation. “We need а 
professional who understands communiy- 
based management. One who'll put energy into 
long-range programs, not PR, like planting trees 
along highways.” 

whatever is left of Samar's natural 
forests could be the last nail to seal the coffin of a 
biodiversity wonder” forestry specialist Oscar 
 Gendrano wrote. “Loggers will be the main ben- 
eficiary not workers, nor the envionment." 

"Our virgin, natural dipterocarp forests dwin- 
died from 6 million hectares, in the 19805, to 
800,000 hectares today. Implemented for 60 
years Scientific selective logging hasnt stopped 
forest decimation, first by loggers, then by 
kaingineros and land setters. Weve become а 
net importer of logs and other wood products. 
Millions of farmers eke out a living on eroded 
hills of mainly cogonal land." 

The community-based forest management 
program (CBFM) would lease, for 25 years, 
‘more than 2.5 million hectares of former forests 
то upland communities. Organized into people's 
organizations by the Cooperative Development 
Authority these must register with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

In Occidental Mindoro, 600 hectares are 
planted їп СВРМ areas under joint venture 
agreements. Such projects open opportunities 
for investment, by govemment and private 
firms. These result in: manure timber, livelihood 
funds, jobs and exclusive right to timber re- 
growth (coppice). 

"Even the most greedy logger leaves a lot of 


THE NOBEL-PRIZE-WINNING INTERGOVERN- 
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) gave a 
note of urgency to the Bali meet next month 
that would decide the fate of the planet It did 
so by saying the fate of the planet was at stake 
and there was little time, if any left to save it 

A couple of weekends ago, it released its 
findings that said there was no debate about it, 
the greenhouse effect wasn't a natural cyclical 
change in climate, it was human-made. Unless 
the carbon emissions from industrial activity 
are curbed, the planet will die. The effects will 
be irreversible, and they will be catastrophic. 
‘The findings, as experts point out, do not leave 
any “wriggle room” for politicians to deny or 
disimulate the impact of global warming. 
Global warming is happening even as we 
speak, and it is only a question of how 
slow—or fast—it will ravage the earth. Some 
predictions are enough to scare the hell out of 
you, more than anything Halloween or Holly- 
Wood has ever been able to dish out. 

There is reason to be scared, and Pm glad 
there are more voices, from left to right, being 
added to rousing us to our senses- like cold 
Water thrown on a besotted head. Things 
aren't just going to get worse before they get 
better, theyre going to get worse before they 
get apocalyptic. 

Richard Heinberg shows just how bad 
things are today in his much-praised book 
“Powerdown.” Its not just climate change 
that’s the problem, its Several thing. Singly, 
they pose the direst threat to the planet; taken 
together they augur ill for the survival, not to 
speak of the future, of humankind. These fac- 
tors also explain some of the horrendous 
events that are already taking place in our 
midst, from wars to famine, from super storms 
to super recessions. They are: 

One, resource depletion. The primary 
source of energy that powered the miracle of 
the 20th century, ой and gas, is near to being 
depleted. The party is over, the Petroleum Age 
is gone. "it was this energy windfall that en- 
abled us to transform our way of life from ox- 
carts and Pony Express messengers to jetliners 
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seedlings, saplings, etc. behind,” Patrick Dugan 
cof Japan Foresty Consultants Association noted. 
There's no financial incentive to harvest this ma- 
terial. If left undisturbed, these seedlings (etc) 
grow And forest restoration occurs. 

This has been convincingly demonstrated by 
few logging operations (e.g, Puyat and Sanvic- 
tores operations in Surigao, and the former Райс 
concession in Negros Oriental). Sadly, these are 
the exceptions, not the rule. 

‘Communities can repeat these positive exam- 
piles. “Policies that motivate them to do so need 
to be put in place. But that wont happen for so 
long as ‘soundbytes” rather than science and 
common-sense, remain the driving forces be 
hind policy formulation.” Its much easier for de- 
cision makers to crank out illadvised policies 
that grab headlines, than to study inthe process, 
“they forget what leadership and ће future of re- 
newable resources (are) all about.” 

Reader reaction to “Chewing one's words" 
nues, 11/20/07) reveals a groundswell of 
suppor for Gov. Eduardo Panlilio. By transpar- 
ent governance, Panlilio collected P88.6 million 
from quarry taxes in 95 days. His predecessors 
took three and a half years to raise that amount. 
Concem heightened for the Pampanga gover 
пог safe as politicians sought to strip the gov- 
emor of tax powers. Did that slice their take? 

“I wish somebody with the selfless disposition 
and exceptional courage of Panlilio (worked) in 
my province of Batangas or in Quezon City 
where 1 reside,” Ma. Gracia Rificze-Hlazo wrote: 
"One public servant like (him) is enough to keep 
the flame of hope alive during these days of na- 
tional gloom .... Many will follow (his) lighted 
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and cell phones,” but it's also its dissipation 
that now forces us to live far more scaled-down 
lives. 

Two, continued population growth. The to- 
tal human population reached 6 billion in 
1998, and increased by 400 million in the next 
six years, nearly the population of North Amer- 
ica. Related to this: 

‘Three, falling food production. For most of 
the 20th century, food production outpaced 
population growth. That is no longer so. World 
grain harvests during the last five years have 
leveled off with population growth and will 
soon start lagging behind. That is so because of 
the loss of arable land, fresh water shortages, 
and bad weather, оп one hand, and steep Pop- 
ulation growth, on the other. Throughout the 
20th century, the predictions of impending 
famine were headed off by increased food pro- 
duction. But population has almost doubled 
since. “The Population Bomb" was published 
in 1968, food production is falling, and ecosys- 
tems are failing. 

Four environmental degradation. The dra- 
matic growth and prosperity ofthe 20th centu- 
1y took place under a relatively benign climate. 
That climate is gone, ruined by the same 
growth and prosperity that rook place during 
that time. Predictions about Europe and North 
America being plunged into a new Ice Age, as a 
result of melting Greenland glaciers grinding 
the Gulf Stream to a alt, are no longer just the 
stuff of science fiction and movies, hey are the 
stuff of science and computer simulations of 
the near ture. 

Five, unsustainable levels of US debt and 
potential collapse of the US dollar. The gargan- 
tuan American debt, as а result of the dollar 

> : 


But Ramel Dalusung asserted that politicians 
have put out а contract on "Among Bd" for, 
among other things, “divulging the P500,000 
pay-off” to local officials meeting in Mala- 
сайа. He gave the name of an Angeles police- 
man who signed up. Rogue cops from Pampan- 
за, Bulacan and Malabon "received down pay- 
ment on а PS-million bounty" he claimed. 
Panlilio must be protected because, "he is serv- 
ing as the catalyst for a moral revolution (in) this 
country" beyond Pampanga. 

Bert Peronilla wished that Panlilio, at the Sen- 
ate hearing, had declared that the P500,000 dole 
was a bribe. “If it looks and smells like a bribe, 
then there is a very high probability that it is a 
bribe.” There are people, meanwhile, who try to 
spook the governor by floating rumors that he'd 
be accused of bribery, That wont fy: The gover- 
nor did not use the money And he disclosed it. 

This probe “will just die and be swept under 
the rug as usual. We may not always agree with 
Governor Panlilio. He is also human. | pray 
meanwhile, that God guide him to continue do- 
ing the right things for the country" 

“Justice as Circus" (qunm, 10/30/07) ana- 
lyzed Joseph Estrada's pardon vis-à-vis forgotten 
prisoners. “This illuminated the desperate, pun- 
ishing (as opposed to rehabilitative) conditions 
in the country's jails,” e-mailed Bert Write from 
the United States. “Convicts are more likely to 
rot away rather than survive, much less be re- 
formed.” 

‘The column reminded me of the movie “30 
Days.” Could this well be a metaphor for the 
times we are in? I was overcome with a sense of 
despair “What the ‘hell are we living for? While 
ме do have loved ones, friends and all, what's 
the point of going on with our lives, when traves- 
ties are unfolding right here, right now?" 

“There are glimmers of hope, amid the black- 
ness of despair, that enveloped our otherwise 
beautiful country 1 do not daim to have the an- 
swer Notwithstanding гезе vampires, Im 
trying to figure it out in what litle way | can 
фер)” 

(E-mail: juanimercadoQgmaiLcom) 


being the international currency, has led to 
pressures for the US dollar to devalue. But if 
the dollar is devalued steeply, other countries 
may stop investing in American stocks and 
‘Treasury securities, which could trigger a col- 
lapse of the currency and the entire global fi- 
nancial system upon which it is based. 

Six, global political instability. As energy 
sources become depleted, the choice is either 
to scale down and cooperate or to grab what- 
ever is left and look out for No, 1. American 
leaders clearly prefer the second option. “The 
US declaration that it has a right to ‘preemp- 
tive war threatens to plunge international af- 
fairs into a new era of lawlessness.” 

In fact we're already seeing the unraveling 
ofthese forces in the super storms, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, floods, earthquakes and other vio- 
lent upheavals of nature over the last several 
years, in the equally violent upheavals of hu- 
man beings in the Middle East and elsewhere, 
in the war to control energy sources, in the 
continuing fall of the US dollar, in famine and 
want that is gripping more and more parts of 
the world 

Can something be done about this? 

Only if we get to be truly scared of whats 
ahead of us and fill ourselves with large doses of 
realism. Not least is recognizing that the col- 
lapse is bound to happen, “collapse” in the tech- 
nical sense of “a substantial reduction in social 
complexity ... which cen occur either quickly 
and chaotically or in a more gradual and man- 
aged fashion...in the best case a planned con- 
traction, in which population levels and per- 
capita resource usage would be scaled back dra- 
matically over decades." And recognizing that 
the “collapse” is inevitable, demanding desper- 
ately, aggressively, angrily from this planets 
leaders that they stop the madness of making 
blithe assurances and relying on miraculous c 
entific breakthroughs to rationalize not chang- 
ing, and start engineering the best-case alterna- 
tive of a planned contraction, 

The eye of the super storm is here. ts just a 
question of how we fortify ourselves to take 
the bruntofit. 
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1 DON'T KNOW IF THE HARSH WORDS OF SEN. 
Benigno Aquino П, uttered after President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo conditionally pardoned Sgt. Pablo 
Martinez last week, reflected the heartfelt senti- 
ments of his mother, former President Cory 
Aquino. The young Aquino opined that the pardon. 
‘must have been issued in retaliation for his moth- 
ers call for ОМА resignation. Such severe words 
may be understood in the light of rumors that 
Noynoy is angling to be the running mate of Sen. 
Mar Roxas, the Liberal Party's presidential candi- 
date for 2010. But maintaining an “unforgiving” 
heart toward the suspects in the assassination of 
Ninoy Aquino doesn't jibe with the nation's image 
of his widow, who is widely looked up to as a 
deeply religious woman and Christian leader. 


As we mark the birth anniversary of this 
much-loved Filipino hero, we hope that his fami- 
ly can forgive Martinez and the other soldiers 
convicted of his murder. Especially since it has 
Been pointed out that they probably were mere 
awns in a pol er play, who ретај 
Hever клен бе mastermind of tat evi plot. Be- 
sides, it has been 24 years since. Perhaps, the 
best example of Christian forgiveness—after the 
one given by the Master Himself on the 
Cross—came from Pope John Paul Il; he visited 
his assailant in prison and embraced him. The 
Pope's lesson was doubtless uppermost in the 
minds of the Catholic bishops when they con- 
gratulated GMA for pardoning Martinez—a rare 
instance of the bishops concurring with 
her—even as they called for pardon also for the 
rest of the soldiers in prison. Let's hope the CBCP 
can influence Ms Aquino's heart. 

‘The following case illustrates how badly Congress 
needs to pass the Cheaper Medicines ВШ. Civic lead- 
ег Henrietta Р Reverente of Quezon City recently 
‘wrote D Charles Chante, medical director of Cardi- 
nal Santos Medical Genter, to protest is overpricing 
of drugs and medical supplies. She was able to com- 

prices when her housemaid was confined in the 
Вора service ward. She was shocked to find that 


WE ALL CALLED HER “ATE DOLLY,” BEING THE 
first of the five children of Daddy Maning and 
Mommy Marty David. 

When we first started dating, my husband Pie 
was full of stories of his Ate Dolly: how she domi- 
nated her siblings, even dictating what courses they 
would take in college, and how her mercurial tem- 
per left ай of them in perpetual dread of crossing 
her. But when we first met in the early 1980s, when 
she and her husband Himer together with her sister 
Nene and Nene's husband Dan and their children, 
came home for a visit, I found her quite charming 
and lively. 

She was the smallest of all five siblings, which 
made me wonder all the more how she came to 
dominate the family зо. And up to the last time 1 
saw her two years ago, she looked decades younger. 
than her chronological age, the effect enhanced by 
her love for colorful outfits, big hair and fourinch, 
high-heeled shoes, which, she say, had о be cus- 
tom made because no stores carried such a small 
size. She peppered her conversation with anecdotes 
about our relatives and her officemates, and 
amused me no end by dragging me to multiplexes 
Where she would pull me into another theater afier 
we watched the feature we paid for, arguing that 
movies cost so much we were entitled to watch two 
for the price of one! 

Her husband Himer Romana was, like her, a 
medical technologist and, more important, an Elvis 
fanatic. In their Long Island home, he filled the 
basement with Elvis paraphernalia and collected 
perhaps every vinyl record that "The King” record- 
ed. Perhaps as a result of a middle age crisis, Himer 
decided some years back to perform as ап Elvis im- 
personator on his days ой. Dolly teased him about 
this, but confided that she would often be the first to 
rise to her feet and cheer wildly after а perfor- 
mance, leading the rest of the club audience no 
choice but to join her 
DESPITE her size and her fragile appearance, 
Ate Dolly was a brave, brash young woman. 

She had wanted to be a doctor, but in her desire 
to live and work in the United States, she took the 


ALINE CONNECTS "BEOWULE" THE MEDIEVAL 
Old English saga now reincarnated on the silver 
screen, directly to our own epis, like those that 
sing of Lam-ang of the Посапоз and Sandayo of 
the Suban-ons. That line continues, through the 
martyrs narrative that Ninoy Aquino wrote with 
his own blood, right down to our day. 

Iti the quest for the hero-proector, or rather the 
stubborn notion, persisting over the centuries and 
across civilizations, that one man will emerge to 
save the peopl, “He is our hope,” the Suban-on gu- 
тап sings, “То keep our waters,/To watch over our 


springs 

Lost in the howling wildemess that our politics 
has led us to, harassed by the Grendels of our own 
Taking, we feel that need more than ever: A man, 
“no one else like him alive,” wil yet lead us 

Conversations about the sorry state of our 
politics these days often turn on the hope that 
someone will start a chain reaction of radical 
change. Perhaps Among Ed, the priest-turned- 
governor of Pampanga, will be the focus of a 
new polities of participation? Perhaps To 
Meloto of Gawad Kalinga can inspire politics 
with the power of example? 

Even the hopes some oppositionists have 
nursed, that Speaker Jose de Venecia will turn 
against his political alies, starting with the Pres- 

t, tap the same deep vein in our thinking: 
One brave man, like Lam-ang, can inspire the 
defeat of legion: “Oh, so many were they/ No- 


body could count how many?” 
Tris this role of “man for the people" that pres- 
idential aspirants are auditioning for, in various 


guises: the man on horseback, the self-made 
man, the man of the market, the man from 
Subic. Even Margaret Thatcher's “the best man 
forthe ob is a woman" is making a comeback. 


‘The troubling thing about all these epics (all the 
way back to Homer, in fact) is that, despite being 
the work of a collective imagination, ey are elitist 
in nature. They celebrate the feats, to borrow from 
Seamus Heaney's translation of “Beowulf” of the 
“highbor and powerful.” 
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its items were priced 100-500 percent more than 
they are at Mercury Drug. For instance, disposable 
needle G20, 1.5, had a markup of 462 percent. Her- 
self the wife ofa doctor Reverente has access to data 
from several tertiary hospitals in Metro Manila, 
which show average markups of only about 40 per- 
cent. She opined that irs unfortunate that a hospital, 
named after a respected Christian leader, charges 
‘even patients in service wards, who could hardly af- 
ford medical care, such huge markups. 

"There must be a way to regulate the private hos- 
pital industry in this regard. realize that some hos- 
pitals are trying to keep their heads above the wa- 
ter, but there must be some limit to overpricing. As 
Reverente put it, with medicines here already much 
higher than those in our Asean neighbors; hospitals 
ought not to fleece patients, especially the poorer 
ones, for where else can they go? 

‘Two recent events prove just how fast-grow- 
ing the market among wine loving Pinoys is. The 
South African Embassy led by Ambassador and 
Ms Peter Vermuclen, hosted a gala dinner at 
Restaurant 9501 of the ABS-CBN Network in 
Quezon City last Nov. 19, to introduce to Manila 
Wine importers and food connoisseurs six repre- 
sentatives of famous SA wineries in the lovely 
Cape Town area. Led by acknowledged Cape 
wine masters" Junel Vermuelen and Bennie 
Howard, they were warmly welcomed by such 
importers as Ralph Wines & Spirits, Future 
‘Trade, and Zen of Asia. According to this wine 
mission, which later flew to Cebu to conquer its 
big market, SA “probably offers the widest vari 
etles of wines, from value for money to wines, to 
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shorter medical technology course and, once she 
obtained а license, set about to get a working visa. 
Once in the States, she pushed her sister Nene to 
fake the same course, and after a few years they 
were both able to petition for their parents. 

Tt was understood that the three remaining 
siblings—Kuya Nonoy, Pie and their youngest 
sister Bel—would follow the same path. But 
while Nonoy and his family took some years and 
а circuitous process to get fô the States, Pie and 
Bel decided that staying put was the best option 
for them. I remember Mommy Marty talking to 
me on the phone, after Pie told her about our 
plans to marry and asking me ft could postpone 
the wedding at least until Pie could migrate to 
the US. "I think you should talk to your son," I 
replied, and I'm glad—to say the least—that he 
decided to stay by my side. 

Pie was just 13 or so, and а thin, sickly boy suf- 
fering from rheumatic heart disease when Ate 
Dolly and Nene left. When they came home for a 
visit, they told him, they were shocked by how 
much he had changed, and decided, since he had 
by then been working in San Miguel Corp. for 
some years, that perhaps staying in the country 
was the best option for him. 


CALL it misguided charity, if you will but if Pie and. 
Bel would not migrate, then Ate Dolly decided she 
‘would help as many members of the family to do so. 

She helped anybody who expressed a wish to 
seek his or her fortune in the US, tirelessly following 
up visa applications and travel arrangements. She 
would even put up in the spare bedroom in the 
basement relatives who had just arrived and were 
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Robert Zemeckis own take on "Beowulf" is a 
diverting must-see, but mainly for the daring 
Script, written by recent Manila visitor Neil 
Gaiman and "Pulp Fiction" screenwriter Roger 


А 
"Ihe use of digital motion capture is distract- 
ing, and in the case of Grendel's evil mother, in- 
explicably de-eroticizing. Angelina Jolie's ideal- 
Hed, ario fee nakedness ls а dayéretmers 
T think it was the Boston Globe that described 
the movie perfectly, as a "pulp epic.” In their 
retelling, Gaiman and Avary create a hero on a 
more human scale. He still does battle with fabu- 
ous sea monsters (like Lam-ang, who spears “the 
biggest crocodile") and possesses supernatural 
stamina (ke Aliguyon of the Ifugao, who fights 
his rival for a year and a half before taking a 
break). He still trafficsin the marvelous (like San- 
dayo, who tames a river by forcing its waters back 
to its source). But like modern man, he has his 
‘own demons: he cannot tell a story without em- 
broidering it, and he cannot resist temptation. 

This is a hero more our size. 

Iwas not one of those who went to the airport on 
Aug. 21, 1983 to welcome Ninoy home, but T can 
understand the appeal this exile held for those who 
(gid: He was the “man for the people,” reruming at 
long last, 

Th one of the many instructive footnotes. in 
“Cacique Democracy in the Philippines,” Benedict 
Anderson cautions us—those of us who imagine the 
Filipino nation—about "the current martyrology 
surrounding the assassinated senator” He was writ- 
ing in 1988, which makes me wonder why the great 


those that live up to the world's best.” 

"With more than 350 years behind it, the SA 
wine industry is said to be the oldest of the New 
World wine-producing countries. Billed as the 
eight largest inthe orld, thas an annual pro- 
duction of 700 million liters of wine, about 35 
million liters of brandy and total exports of 28 
percent. In addition to the generous sampling of 
wines and brandies, guests were also treated to 
а special dinner cooked by three chefs (assisted 
by Restaurant 9501's cooks) flown in from the 
Cape by South African Airways. Traditional Cape 
cuisine included such favorites as ‘creamed Ма. 
terblommetjie soup with biltong dust" and pan- 
fried springbok loin, and even minced crocodile 
meat flown in as entrée. 

Notto be outdone, the French Chamber of Com- 
merce of the Philippines sponsored the folowing 
evening a “Soiree Beaujolais 2007” at the Harbor 
Garden Tent of the Sofitel Philippine Plaza on Rox- 
ти ТЬе өйле Бакый vins o ie 

ire France, a sumptuous! 
and an exciting raffle with big prizes. 


Last year, the Management Association of the 
Philippines presented a most successful Christmas 
‘concert, organized by realtor Eddie H. Yap, at the 
Sanctuario de San Antonio in Forbes Park. It fea- 
tured the best loved carols ofall ine, swe as our 
‘own Pinoy favorites as sung by top operatic stars 
and distinguished choirs rom around Мето Mani- 
la. Next Thursday, Dec. 4, 2007, MAP will again. 
give a gala Christmas Concert at 7:30 p.m. at the 
plenary hall of the PICC in the CCP Complex, with 
MAPS select projects as beneficiaries, The concert 
will again feature such top tenors and sopranos as 
Karla Gutierrez (president of the Philippine Opera 
Company) Elaine Lee, Rachel Gerodias and Vienna- 
based tenor Abdul Candao, as well as singer actress 
Vina Morales, the Philippine Madrigal Singers, Chi- 
ang Kai Shek College Choir, and the Metro Manila 
‘Community Orchestra under the baton of Josefino 
Chino Toledo. The only tickets available are in the 
P2,000, P1,500, P1,000 and P500 categories. Call 
MAP 751-1149 or Ticketworld 891-9999. 


stil in search of work. 

During Kuya Nonoys early years in New York, 
she hired him as some sort of assistant overseer of 
the various rental properties that she and Himer 
‘owned, and let him and his wife Yoly live in one of 
their apartments 

It was Dolly and Himer who introduced us to 
тайз Steaks, а rather rundown, down-at-the-heels 
eatery on Times Square that catered mainly, 1 found 
ош, to the migrant population, Bur to Pie and 1, 
"ads was the ultimate steakhouse, and to this day Î 
remember with relish the huge slabs of meat that a 
sweaty counter man would plunk on our metal 
plates before pouring а scoop of thin gravy over it. 

What 1 am most grateful to Dolly, though, was 

the friendship she formed with my sister Keneng 
and her children, virtually adopting them and invit- 
ing them to family functions and sessions "for the. 
girls” usually raucous nightsout in the various 
‘Manhattan hot spots. This was the 1980s, remem- 
ber the Age ofDisco, 
AFTER HER eldest child Eileen, a prodigy on. 
whom Ate Dolly poured her dreams of fame and 
riches, married the scion of a Greek-American 
family that owned a string of radio stations 
(Eileen was in the marketing arm of the compa- 
ny), Dolly bloomed into a doting grandma, 

‘This workaholic, who with Himer held down 
two or even three jobs at atime, quit her job and 
tumed into a fulltime grandma, looking after 
Eileen's daughter in their sprawling Connecticut 
home. But to no one's surprise, the domestic 
routine soon bored Ate Dolly, and when Eileen. 
and her husband and her two young girls moved. 
to Long Island, Dolly opted to be a weekend. 
grandma. Besides Eileen, Dolly and Himer had 
two boys: Jimmy and Ryan, who is married to 
Mercedes and lives in Los Angeles. 

A few months ago, Ate Dolly suffered ап 
aneurism and never fully recovered conscious- 
ness. She passed away the other day, leaving be- 
hind a lasting image of a small vivacious and tru- 
Jy charming woman who embraced life and йз 
challenges and tried to bend it to her strong will. 


scholar misunderstood the place Ninoy held in the 
country’s heart. Ninoy is worth commemorating 
not because he was highborn and powerful, al- 
though in his single term in the Senate he did fasci- 
ate people with his cinematic use ofa personal he- 
licopter and his aura of easy entitlement. He is 
worth celebrating because he is, precisely, a талук, 
not the hero ofan еріс 

"What makes him the representative Filipino is 
the seven years he spent in prison and the three 
years he spent in exile, which uteriy him, 
‘Without these years in the political and spiritual 
desert his death wouldnt have mattered as much. 
Indeed, without these years, 1 doubt whether he 
‘would have made the decisions that would lead to 
his death in the first place. 

Already, we can see in Ninoy’ selfsacrifice the 
seeds of an antiepic. Whereas the hero in "Be- 
lr "Tne Harvest Song of Aliguyon saves his 
people or achieves feats of derring-do by becoming 
more of himself, a martyr saves by dying to himself. 

То find our way out of the wildemess, we need 
more martyrs, not heroes, | 

А word about, well, the “word-hoard” of our 
own epics. They are wonderfully evocative. In. 
Jovita Ventura Castro's translation of the com- 
posite text compiled by Leopoldo Y abes, for 
example, the Lam-ang judes this almost- 
throwaway line front a batle scene: “Like the 
rain in the evening/ The spears fll." This sent 
me burrowing through my books, to recover two. 
images it had reminded me of. First, a 50-year- 
‘old word-picture from Philip Larkin's "The Whit- 
sun Weddings,” with its unforgettable close: 
“there swelled/ A sense of falling, like an arrow- 
shower/ Sent out of sight, somewhere becoming. 
rain.” And then a page from the back of the bre- 
viary, where I found St. Augustine writing episto- 
ary advice: "The monks in Egypt are said to of- 
fer frequent prayers, but these are very short 
and hurled like swift javelins." 

A writer, Borges once wrote, “creates” his own 
precursors, A reader too. 


Email: jneryGinquirercom.ph. 
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The underside 
of chauvinism 


WHAT IF TODAY IS THE END OF ETERNITY? WHAT ЇР 
throughout eternity Thad lived and died on this earth several 
times, and each time {lived I fell for just one woman? What if 
the bodies of all those women I loved belonged to just one 
soul—an entity sent to live on earth each time I was born? 
What if I now stand before her—the woman, the soul who 
had captivated me again and again? What will 1 tell her? 


How will I end our 
eternal story of love? 

And now, the 
words start coming... 

My love, in almost. 
every lifetime that we 
were together, our 
roles were the same. 
was your protector 
and you were my 
healer: In times of 
war, Twas always the 
valiant soldier who 


YouNc BLOOD 
Ernesto Dedel Ш 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. Ed. 


rescued you from the enemy and you were the affectionate lady 
who healed my wounds. In times of peace, Га be the one to save 
You from poverty and you'd be the one to make me appreciate 
my wealth, Until the 21st century came. 

n this century, you were Бот strong while was born weak. 
Jes the ultimate chance for us to reverse our roles, for you to be 
the savior and for me to be the healer You would be the genius 
who'd accomplish breakthroughs and ГА be your quiet inspira- 
tion. ГА be the one to make you feel relaxed when you соте 
home exhausted after a day of struggle. You'd be the one to 
bring home the trophies and Fd be the one to show them off to 
my friends. ГА be the one to take pride in being married to an 
accomplished person. But such dreams would never come true. 

Tim not supposed to even dream these dreams, to entertain 
the idea of being married to someone much more accomplished 
than me. I should be the one getting the greater glory. Рт the 
опе who should be the protector and rescuer I should never be 
the dependent one. Lought to Бе the one to bring home the tro- 
phies and you are the one who'd simply ogle at them. That's the. 
Way history has taught me to think. These are the standards 
that society forced me to believe. 

Thats why in your first triumph, my first impulse was to 
‘outdo you. When you went home exhausted, I refused to ca- 
ress you. Because I didn’t want to be reminded of my inferi 
ority of the reality that you were contributing more to the 
‘world than 1 ever could, of the fact that the most meaningful 
thing I could do was to be your loving husband, 

But why don't just let you be the stronger one? Why can't I 
dust happily le you enjoy the success you deserve? Forgive me. I 
know I have sinned because I have deprived you of a perfect 
life—the perfect life you willingly gave me in each of all the pre- 
vious lifetimes we had together. 

1 know youre thinking that things could have been much 
better if 1 had swallowed my pride early on. But you know 
what? 1 did that. 1 willingly swallowed my pride. 1 was more 
than willing to be the unimportant husband, to be the quiet in- 
spiration whose only real purpose in life was to let you succeed. 
Iwas willing to remain unseen beneath the shadow of an intel- 
ectual giant. But society just wouldn't tolerate that, It was a 
time when women could acceptably say that they were looking 
for a financially stable spouse and men could not, when a man 
saving his beloved woman from poverty was considered ro- 
mantic and a woman doing the same thing for his man was con- 
sidered promiscuous. Wives like you had the right to shine and 
be renowned. But husbands like me had no right to be over- 
shadowed by their wives. Wives like you had the right to pro- 
vide for their children, But husbands like me had no right to 
provide less than what their wives could for the famil. 

Twas willing to accept my inferiority. But would your moth- 
er and father have been happy to see you married to a man far 
less accomplished than you? Would your friends have not Been 
worried that you loved a man who could offer you so litle? And 
wouldn't you yourself also have expected me to be much 
stronger and far more accomplished than you? Wouldn't you 
have wanted me to be the better provider for our family? 


Wouldn't you 


“Tm sorry 1 didn’t mean to take it out on you. I know Тїп 
also to blame. should have just tumed a deaf ear to the irra- 
tional demands of society. 1 should have trusted you and be- 
lieved that you wanted my love more than my strength. I just 
wish that it had been possible for me to just love you and not 
hear those derogatory words from my own male friends. 1 
just wish that it was possible to build a home for the two of us 
‘without worrying that it's much smaller than the ones you 
could buy for yourself. 1 just wish that it was possible for me 
to show off your awards to the visitors without them expect- 
ing to see mine afterwards. That way I wouldn't have to see 
the hal-concealed pity in their eyes whenever 1 had to tell 
them that I had none. Ijust wish that could find bliss in see- 
ing you reach your dream without me having to feel this 


chauvinistic envy. 


‘My love, 1 didn't choose to be born into a world fraught with 
chauvinistic history. And I didn't choose to be part of a society 
where boys are raised to become chauvinistic. God knows how 
Tve tried to overcome the pressures that this sexist society has 
exerted on me. I don't really expect you to forgive me. Just un- 


derstand me. 


‘But you know what? Maybe, all that is about to be put be- 
hind us now. Eternity is about to end and no one—not even 
God—knows what's about to come next. Why don't you join me 
in the next eternal adventure? Let us be together in praying to 
the next God (who may not have to be addressed as He), inl 
ing on the next earth and in ascending to the next heaven. 
Maybe this time, it would already be possible for men like me to 
feel love without dealing with the pressure of having to be big- 
‘ger and stronger than our female lovers. Maybe, ГА по longer 
be ridiculed for finding ultimate happiness їп just inspiring 
you. Maybe, it would already be possible to deserve you even if 
Tm too weak to protect you. Maybe. 

Wait! Fm not even supposed to think that way, am I? I can 
feel your anger as I come up with those unmanly thoughts. Do 
‘you despise me now for lacking the will to be your protector? 
For not being man enough to assert my superiority? Do you ab- 
hor me for my weakness? For my failure to meet society's expec- 
tations? If so, please tell те! Tell me how we should spend the 


next eternity. 


Or do you think I'm weak because Tm asking you to make 
the difficult decision when I—the man—should be the one to 


make it? Or. 
lighten me now. Please. 
Mylov. 


speakupl 


damn! Ino longer know how I should think! En- 


Ernesto Dedel Il, 24, is a customer service representative of 
Sitel Customer Care Philippines Inc. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
encor. ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ор if employed, the posi- 
tion youre holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


safeguard the Comelec 


of untainted record and work ex- 
perience as a Comelec official. 

* Must have at least eight years 
of clean work experience as a 
judge and/or as a fiscal, and must 
be a member of good standing of 
the Philippine bar. 

* Musthave at least 10 years of 
untainted work experience in 
comprehensive prosecution and 
decision-making in complex cas- 
es; anda thorough managerial ex- 


How to 


FOR OUR COUNTRY TO ATTAIN 
progress, it is necessary to institu- 
tionalize the virtue of honesty in all 
govemment institutions. Only 
those who possess an outstanding 
record of public service and an un- 
tarnished reputation must be ap- 
pointed to manage these institu- 
tions, 

In this light, we suggest that the 
President appoint to the Commis- 
sion on Elections only those who 


dent from any form of 
tion from anyone—even fr 
appointing authority—especially 
оп matters concerning electoral 
processes and decisions. This is 
the only way to ensure that the 
sovereign will of the people, the 
supreme authority of government, 
will be respected. 

In recent years, the Comelec has 
been perceived as among the many 
government institutions that have 


meet thefollowing requirements: pertise derived from employment Jost their credibility There s now a 
* Must not be a member of or in a constitutional body (a prime strong public clamor for the 
affliated with any political party advantage for the position of restoration of integrity in the Com- 


chairman). 
* Must not have been a candi- 


* Must not be related up to the 
third civil degree of consanguinity 


elec, by appointing individuals that 
have outstanding public service 


to the appointing authority; nei. date for any elective national or records, unassailable personal 

ther must the appointee be an ally local government office. character and known probity. 

by close personal friendship, so- = Must be widely known for IANEV AFABLE, 

cial and fratemal connections and probity and independence. Secretary general, 

professional employment. The Comelec, as a constitution- Center for Anti-Graft and 
* Musthave at leastseven years al body, must be free and indepen- Corruption Prevention 


Speedy trial? Delayed cases vs Imelda not her fault 


TAM WRITING AS COUNSELFOR Ме Joseph Estrada"—seems bereft 
Imelda Marcos in reaction to Jus- of any sufficient basis. Ms Marcos 
tice Isagani Cruz's Nov 4 column. could have gotten something better 
1. Ms Marcos never deliberately than that a long time ago. In 1990, 
delayed the administration of her the PCGG assisted by Chavez, then 
criminal cases. If delays were the solicitor general, and a certain 
caused, they could only have been М Barrios and US federal prosecu- 
attributable tothe prosecution. tor Debra Livingstone, tried to ne- 
‘The cases referred to by Justice gotiate with Mareos lawyer John 
Cruz were filed way back in 1991. Bartko and some members of her 
Ms Marcos was only 62 years old family for her to plead guilty to а 
then. In a few more months, she simple misdemeanor and pay the 
will turn 79. Despite the lapse of amount of $50 milion (as payment 
17 long years, my client does not for the US prosecutors). in ex- 
see any end to all her cases in the change for this, all cases then in the 
near future, not to mention her Philippines against the Marcoses 
anguish on account of them. ‘would be dropped. She flatly reject- 
Prom their inception up to the ed the offer. 
present, the prosecution has pre- 3. In the unfortunate event that 
sented, and is still presenting, the Sandiganbayan renders а con- 
lawyer Frank Chavez who has tes: viction, experience tells us that 
tified at least 33 times (and still usually takes years to obtain a final 
counting). This is not to mention resolution of the cases before 
the postponements and cancella- Supreme Court. Considering Ms 
tions of hearings done in between Marcos age by then, it would be 
at the behest of the prosecution. In unimaginable how she could prior- 
the past years, I orally moved for itize the thought of being par- 
earlier settings if only to expedite doned. Worse, she may not be 
the proceedings. But due to the around anymore to seek that relief. 
Sandiganbayan’s loaded calendar, 4. For Cruz's information, an- 
the oral motions were not pos other set of criminal cases against 


prohibition and injun 
the Court of Appeals. Against the 
vigorous motion of Ms Marcos to 
ЕЁ the temporary restraining or- 
der issued by the Court of Appeals 
(Go that the criminal proceedings 
below could proceed), the К 
proceeded to render a preliminary 
injunction. This has successfully 
indefinitely deferred the criminal. 
proceedings against her 

5. The impression of "unavoid 
able conviction" is not only specula- 
tive but misguided. Of the unimag- 
inable number of criminal cases 
fled against my cient since 1986 or 
shorty thereafter, most were dis- 
missed during the preliminary 
stage. None of those that proceeded 
resulted in a final conviction. 
Around August 2006, Ms Marcos 
was acquitted by the Sandigan- 
bayan in criminal case 18742. Last 
April 20, the Regional Trial Cour of 
Quezon Ciy, Branch 105 acquitted 
Ms Marcos of all charges in criminal 
Cases Q-91-24382-83, 91-24388-89 
and91-24392. 

This letter should put in better 
perspective the motive behind Ms 
Marcos filing of the motion for 


tively acted upon. Ms Marcos in a regional rial court speedy trial. 
2. Cruz's "suspicion”—that Ms іп Metro Manila was recently —ROBERT A.C. SISON, 
Marcos is “probably hoping that, if stalled by the prosecution witness 21/F Citibank Tower, 


convicted, she will also be treated filing of a petition for certiorari, Makati City 
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7 THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS 


машка; item, "SC chief bewails silence on 
m iig of journalists". nouman, 
Fix hazardous 11/17/07), which reported that 


“since 2003, 33 Filipino journal- 
ists were killed in the line of duty” 
The Supreme Court might 


LRT leaks now 


1 CANT HELP BUT NOTICE THE T 
large amounts of rainwater seep- have different parameters in 
жр de EG DÊ recording the munber of journal 
Tal system оп Taft Avenue when it ists killed in the line of ашу We 
rains These large drops fall on respect that. But we would like to 
Windshields and roofs Of vehicles share the information that as far 
Below. Most drivers dont bother as the PNP Tesk Force Usig is com- 
at all about the possible damage, cerned, we have recorded only 27 
or danger the seeping water can’ work-related killings of media 
Cause or pose. practitioners since 2001. Ош of 

However, if you observe Taft these 27 cases, 21 are already in 
Avenue on rainy days, particularly different courts, one in the prose- 
at intersections, you would see сог office and five remain un- 
pedestrians crossing the busy ead der investigation. 
asif they're playing patintero with ` To date, 14 suspects have been 
the puddles of water right within arrested, 11 have surrendered and 
pedestrian lanes as well as with four have been convicted in rela 
the dripping water fom the LRT 
railways ot while taking shelter 
underneath the railway system, 
geting drenched 

Not only does the seeping water 
inconvenience a lot of pedestrians 


WHAT A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE 
(of а wibesman scooping water 


and motorists, it also wastes tax. from a clean mountain stream) 
payers’ money The water also that was on the INQumuxs front 
page last Nov. 11! Congratulations 

to Edwin Bacasmas. 
I wish there's some way we can 
view and appreciate all the spec- 


floods the center islands below, 
thus destroying the plants filling 
them. The plants act as air sheds. 
This problem in effect under- 
‘cuts one of the 11 priority pro- 


rough rehabilita- 
ion of parks and green аг 
eas—not to mention similar pro- 

rams of the other cities through 
Which the танау system ата. 1 FIND DISAGREEABLE THE CRI- 
es through, as well as the national ticism leveled by the Airlines Op. 
laws on environmental protection Crating Council (AOC) at the 


and conservation. “Smile” program of the Manila In- 

in this regard, [am calling the ternational Airport Authority (MI- 
attention of the officials of the AA) at the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
Light Rail Transit Authority (АТА) tional Airport (Naia). (Inqumer, 


to act on this worsening problem, 11/14/07) 


which is a growing public nui To start with, the airlines them. 
sance. Fixing the leaks would selves leave us with little reason to 
greatly benefit the people, the local smile for delayed flights and lost 


government units, the environ- 
ment and the LRTA as well. The 
continuing failure to act on this 
problem will eventually draw more 
criticism from concemed citizens, had asked airport workers to 
environmentalists and local off- smile and appear cheerful in or- 
Gals who do their best to keep heir der to cover up the problems at 
localities clean and green. the Майа 1 and Майа 2. To be can 
—IMIKHAILNACINO, did about it, Naia 1 and 2 are al- 
flanker22miko@yahoo.com ready operating well beyond 


baggage. Add to this the gruff 

treatment by airline employees of 

passengers at the counters. 
Likewise, it's not that the MIAA 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2007 


Only 27 journalists killed, not 33 


tion to the killings of Edgar Dama- 
lerio and Marlene Esperat. 

The records show that as a first 
pillar and member of the criminal 
Justice system, the law enforcers, 
particularly the Philippine Nation- 
al Police, have already investigat- 
ed and filed appropriate charges 
їп court against the suspects in 
media killings. 

We would like to assure the 
public of the continuous efforts of 
the PNP to prevent similar inci- 
dents from bappening, and to ar- 
rest as well as to prosecute the 
suspects in the remaining cases, 

—JEFFERSON SORIANO, Ph.D., 

CSEE, police director, (DSC), 
‘commander, Task Force Usig, 
Philippine National Police, 
Directorate for Investigation 
and Detective Management, 
Camp Crame, Quezon City 


Maybe an Inquirer photo exhibit? 


screaming out loud in the center! 

Maybe the Inguiner can orga- 

nize a photo exhibit or even 

come up with a coffee-able 

book. More power to the IQuin- 

zn staff and its contributing pho- 
tographers! 

МАША ELENA LAO, 

86 Kennedy St., 

North Greenhills 1502, 

San Juan City 


Nothing wrong with ‘Smile’ 


their structural capacity, and they 
are aging. Thus, no matter how 
the MIAA addresses these prob- 
lems, more problems can be ex- 
pected to crop up. 

For this reason, we should sup- 
port efforts by the MIAA to open 
for public use the mothballed Naia 
3, which should ease air traffic 
and passenger volume at Naia 1 
and 2. 

At any rate, whats wrong with 
smiling when the exercise has 
been scientifically proven to light- 
еп our Dad and make our prob 
lems bearable? To the AOC offi- 
cials: Smile, and avoid coronaries. 
Its for your own good! 

JERRY VILLAPLOR, 
Blk 19 Lot26, Celina Home 2, 
Deparo, Caloocan City 
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lin 1994, а Filpina domestic helper in Hong Kong was ran over by a car when she saved her 

ward, а Chinese boy. The heroic story inspired then ABS-CBN Chairman Eugenio Lopez Jr to 
‘action. He called Fr. Nilo Tariolego, SJ of the Ugnayan at Tulong para sa Maralitang Pamilya 
(UGAT) Foundation to conceptualize a project that would honor these Flipino heroes, This led to the 
birth of the Bayaning Pilipino Awards, now known os the Gawad Geny Lopez Jr. 


The Gawad Geny Lopez, Jr. Bayaning Pilipino Awards gives tribute and recognition to those Filipinos who, 
in spite of their own weaknesses and difficulties, stil put the needs of others above thelr own. Through this, 


they emerge not only as role models in their communities but also heroes of our country. 


Initially, there were three moin categories: Individual, Family and Institution but as the years passed, Filipinos from more sectors are being recognized. Hence, the youth and 
teachers, were included. Not long afterward, the Bayaning Pilipino Awards sa America was launched via The Filipino Channel (TFC) in May of 2005. Reaching far and wide 
looking for remarkable kababayans in different countries and fields, it continues its search for those commendable Pinoys. 


INDIVIDUAL, 


Ale gory 


‘greal mountains, Bul INs did по! зор Огу Fomisoror 
Valencia os he cimed ond succeeded in opering ће 
Socio-economic ШОН Uerocy Anthropological 
Development Studies or SULADS which wos lormety 
closed due to lack of funds ond volunteers. Storing cut 
оз о sluden! volunteer Himsa i wat no easy task for 
him оз he looked for the support requred lo open 
SULADS, both in terms of finonclal support ond he 
volunteers needed for manpower, Nol oniy thal. it was. 
ово оп enormous tosk for him fo cimb the mountains 
Jusl lobe abie lo meet wilh ће communities, wos ato 
ол odded chalenge to convince the Lumads who. 

T were untomiicr with the newidea of studying to join his 
(group. Despite the donger, Dom Volencio continues lo 
‘clm even the highes! mountain just to give education 
o those who cre wiing to leom. 


DARYL FAMISARAN 


Valencia, Bukidnon. Region X 
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EDITHA CAÑETE- MIGUEL, MD 


Puerlo Princesa, Palawan, Region V-B 


As о teacher who chose 1o do her Job. in Nagios CRM 


the chidren in thot province deserves o hove he. 
proper education. she beloved Inat chidren shouldn't 
hove lo travel for lust lo be educoled so she herit 
would go to these chicken in need, Bul not only was 
Marica Sison a leocher, she wos обо а mother to ої 
her students. Not чїй hene to education. she ово 
mage t! her business to provide the chidren wilh he 
Бос food ond clothing that they needed by asking 
her fiends lor donations. She oko shored har 
knowledge on gordering and Бойс пес and home. 

А core. Through ой o this, mony parents who were once 
роп of ine NPA decided о go down the mountains 
‘end back lo their homes jus so ther chicken could go. 
to school She hos succeeded In constructing o high 
school ond curently governs ihe fve school fi Negros 
оета. ES 


MONICA SISON 


Valencia, Negros Oriental, Region VI 


BEC. 
энн Bho оона tom овоза eon 
фе оо дисте ш Ке supe не: 
Cineni, nenes риса 
Ye conie ol ue ole a 
haua ie kx ha encres n 
dewrment pogo Ки lamen. 
among one. Iron he риев, 
We һи парва We piod 
Govern cl laye oro Hm 

| ween ent may mere, d vl 
sak krm 1o be o ual eneren, 
onead ое win ia ri eae 
кй 


SR. ELOISA DAVID, oss ! 


Taclobon, Leyle, Region Vil 


Bayaning Sainahang 
Pilipino so f 
merica 


пони $6 


PERG 


ROLLY MELENDREZ , 


Pogadion Cily 


DYNAMIC TEEN COMPANY 


Covite City, Cavite, Region IV-A 


SAN LORENZO RUIZ SPIRITUAL CENTER 


(Tidewater, VA] 


4 


‘Communit need leaders who con create a belier ploce o ive. Fr, Leo молою is one such ессе полот 
he Tidewater creo hod по ploce lo gather and celebrale Ine retgious belot: опа cullurol heritage. The best 
жоу Fr. Manolo knew to lend Hs Hock was to buld place for Ihis purpose — ола the Son Lorenzo Ruiz Slik, 
‘Center wos bom. e center was 1o be o symbol ol he Fplno apostolate of he organization. Ii wos о be here 
thot parish involvement, reiglous vocollons forthe youth ond the celebrallon of human иді woud bg | 
опсоиоовсі Al zine immigrants of Tidewater were fo golner here in joy or in grief, їп опо, in dance, fo 
dicus, o mend broken bridges, lo serve or be served. Апа! was lo be here, most ктройопіу, Inot ol viet $ $ 
ol cl kinds ol cisoslens, would ind sheer, comfort ond solace. Trough ой the challenges they hove faced; he 2 
Tidewoler Community ond son Lorenzo Ruiz Suc Center sood the ground ond held het peace, 


1 


INDIVIDU: 


D 


Edna Conele-Miguel, more commonly known os Doc. 
Ding. hos broved Ine province of Palowon lo answer 
ihe lord's coling for her, "Go ond shore the good 
ews." Bul not only does Doc Ding share he rus ond 
promises of God found in the Bibl, she li оо the 
bearer of Ine good “health” news which seztes that 
one con be freed Нот the chains of sickness ond 
seoses Ihrough proper healln care, Going beyond 
roce ond ооп she founded the Agope Віно 
Progam (АЙР), Trough ARP, she hos shored her 
knowedge of heath core no! only lo the province of 
‘Palawan. but evento other nearby provinces. Secouse 
ol her expertise їп Yopicol dseoses, she hos been 

recognued by the Worid Health Organization (WHO) 
‘ond eher international insttulons. ging her the 

, chance 1o answer o the some heath problems in oiher 
topical counties, 


YOUTH 
Category 
|. Aresiudent Roly MelencercfPagocion CIY excel ln 
evening hal he. does. He einer heods or porî ot 
ne cared! projecit in school thot help other poopie 
fond other students in his hometown ond neorby 
[ commits speci io Ihe maim. Hob оо on 
| acie youn eager who never ires о encouraging ino 
Jio for mer poricclon and еодептр 1n Ier 
T schock. He cho helps In preserving Tar cullre ond 
'coninues 1o ioduce dierent Welhood programs 
[iol hore mode Mims in neoty communfer 


Category 
Age hos fever been оп iuo when И comer to Берд other 
| poopie. even os young feonogen ogos 12 o 19, he members of 
the Dynamic Teen Company ol Cove Cy hove prove hal age 
oes not molt Wal mates inis group even more remokoble Б 
thal some oi тетеп were lamer dug users ond cio but 
| becouse of he ove Pol hey received rough he group, hese 
feenoges hove ted оноу fom dates: ond tured онок 
bing out oer pepis in пева Some ol het projects пое 
looching the chidren who ive in cemeleses. Due Vo е loc of 
Jom tbls ола cho. hey were по scooped ond stood, 
'oled ю hold het suc groups on lop ofthe groves. They obo 
heck he stn wounds ot Ihe chien, give iom bol eed them 
cond laore Бойс receses Во зоорь fools ond 
1oahoruthet fer he ion to ле. Thay put up a hola o ge 
cone lo һе you who are In need ot ансо, hey ово hove 
vt слу "git giving" to chidren who ive n he cemelerios опа 
the socle areas near he ocean. Whee do еу gat Ie tunai? 
Mee teeogea reve йа ond eon! ct ey have 
undi concerts ond colec andtelaewipopes bottes and 
even оАо ol оооп Cove Ciy. те money inot iney 
generats through hee even o or Ier pesar ure bul or 
e heron whose ће hey contnue to touch 


) present during the deliberotions were Mr. Alfredo Antonio as Chal, Ms Chi Guerrero, Bong Osorio, Nica Tolentino, Rhoble Ang, Joland Santos, Rosanna Garcia and Fr, 
Tanalega. Аво present were Ihe UGAT staff Marinela Mirasol, Frederick Laping and Karen Vardeleon. 

; They ore just some of the heroes that have been found in our midst. More and more silent workers who never expect /ecogrition are now much admired, Through Gawad ^ 

Geny Lopez, л. Bayaning Pilipino Awards, thet stories ore heard, old. and made known io ой Fiipinos around the world. The people whose мез they've touched are wring 

about thelr sacrifices and acts of kindness. They are now part of our country's history, the frue Heroes of our Nation. 
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Agri losses seen hitting P100M mark 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WAS PRO- 


есйп losses to farms and crops brought by Typhoons 
“Lando” and "Mina" to reach at least P100 million. 


ADA official said the depart- 
ment was bracing for huge loss- 
ез in harvests by the end of the 
year even as the amount of 
‘damages left by the two storms 
оп the agricultural sector has 
yet to be fully determined. 

But as of yesterday, Agricul- 
ture Assistant Secretary Salvador 
Salacup announced that the total 
amount of damages brought 
about by the two typhoons has 
reached P109.7 million. 

He said that damage to palay, 
ог rice plants, amounted to 
some PS6.8 million; corn, P17.7 
million; vegetables, P31.9 mil- 
lion; fisheries, P2,7 million; and 
livestock, P390,000. 

Тп a separate report to Agri- 
culture Undersecretary Jesus 
Emmanuel, the DA Central Ac- 
Чоп Center (DACAC) said that 
rice losses from tropical storm 
Lando alone had reached 2,634 
metric tons of palay worth some 
31.66 million, 

The DACAC assured however, 
that those losses account for only 
about 0.04 percent of the fourth 


‘Mina’ slows 
down trading 
of vegetables 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 
phoon "Mina" did not disrupt 
Vegetable supply at the trading 
post here but traders sald the 
sale of vegetables could slow 
down if strong rains would con- 
tinue for days. 

Monday's prices were consi 
ered normal although whole- 
salers from Metro Manila and 
the provinces were expected not 
to haul the normal volume of 
their purchases due to the rains. 


Consumers’ choice 

Agusta Balanoy, Benguet 
‘Truckers and Traders Associa- 
tion (ВТТА) secretary, said 
traders often limited the volume 
of vegetables they bought from 
farmers here during prolonged 
rains. 

But she said the slowdown 
was not due to damage caused 
оп roads or farm-to-market 
roads that could have cut the 
flow of supply from the farms. 

She said the decision to limit 
their purchases was often at- 
tributed to the preference of 
consumers to buy canned goods 
from stores instead of going to 
the market to buy vegetables 
during typhoons. 


Canned over fresh 

“The truckers always had the 
experience that during ty- 
phoons and floods, consumers, 
particularly those im [Metro] 
Manila, would prefer canned 
goods ‘over fresh vegetables 
from the wet market,” she said. 

As a result, Balanoy said the 
truckers were forced to limit 
purchases from the trading post 
here to deliver only enough sup- 
ply to Metro Manila. 

They feared that vegetable 
retailers would not buy the veg- 
tables they took here, she said. 

Оп Monday, the BTTA said at 
least 22 trucks hauled vegeta- 
bles for Divisoria, Manila; 10 for 
Balintawak, Quezon City; and 
10 for other provinces. 

Despite the typhoon, veg- 
etable supply would not be a 
problem, farmers said. 

Dominador Dongla, market 
inspector, said farmers were still 
upbeat over Monday's prices. 

‘The wholesale prices of veg- 
etables as ‘of Monday were 
beans (P40 a kilogram), cucum- 
ber (P28), green ` pepper 
(P140), red pepper (P190), cab- 
bage (PIS to P17), Chinese 
pechay (P15), cauliflower (P65 
to P70), potatoes (P30), radish 
(P11), and garden pea (P110). 

Delmar Carifio, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


quarter production target, 
Pegged at 6.4 million metric tons. 
It added that the storm had in- 
ficted varying degrees of damage 
to some 1,672 hectares of palay 
farms їп Palawan, Albay, Sorso- 
gon, Iloilo, Cebu, Negros, Misamis 
Oriental and Surigao del Norte. 
More than half of these af- 
fected provinces had great 
chances of recovery, it stressed. 
Meanwhile, losses to com 
from typhoon Lando is valued 
at Р 17.73 million, damaging 
1,974 hectares in Cebu, Negros 
Oriental, Lanao Norte and Mis- 
amis Oriental. 
According to the DACAC report, 
most of the com areas hit were йй 
їп the vegetative sage and thus, 
losses in com grains was estimated 
tobe minimal at 31 metric tons. 
‘These “worst-case agricultur- 
al losses" projected by DACAC 
were based on the Ir” est bul- 
letin on Sunday by t 2 Philip- 
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Ad- 
ministration (Pagasa). 
‘The DA had likewise reiterat- 


PAINTJOB 


lon center whon Typhoon "Mina" 


threatened to strike at the Bicol region, but changed course ust as residents wore boing moved to safer. 


ground. 


ed its readiness to extend Im- 
mediate assistance to all farm- 
ers and other stakeholders who 
are reeling from the typhoons. 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
C. Yap eariler said that the DA 


has been monitoring the extent 
of the typhoon damages since 
last week, and is preparing to 
provide aid to farmers and fish- 
ermen in these areas. 

“Ihave ordered all affected re- 


Baguio began sprucing up for Christmas when the threat of three converging storms stymied their efforts this week. These boat men 
were painting their boats at Burnham Lake and had to stop when Mina’s strong rains struck on Sunday evening. 


OER ORBETNINQURER SOUTHEIN LUZON 


gional field units to monitor all 
arens affected and forecast pos- 
sible damages to arens affected 
во we сап Immediately assist tha. 
formers, fisherfolk and other 
stakeholders," Yop had said. 
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Cases filed. 
vs docs in 
PhilHealth 
claims scam 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—THE PHILIPPINE 
Health Insurance Corp. (Phil- 
Health) has fled administrative 
cases against four Negros Oc 
dental-based doctors in relation 
to irregularities in insurance 
claims for cataract surgeries. 

Named respondents were 
physicians Nonito Avecilla, 
Miguel Sarabia, Danilo Guan- 
zon and Leopoldo Cuaycong, 
according to a copy of the Phil- 
Health complaint obtained by 
the INguimin from a source who 
asked not to be Identified as he 
had no authority to speak about 
the case, 

‘The doctors are facing а total 
of 29 charges for padding 
claims, misrepresentation and 
Violations of provisions of the 
PhilHealth warranties of accred- 
tration ond Republic Act 7875 
(Natlonal Health Insurance Act) 
before the PhilHenith’s prosecu- 
tion department, 

Avecilin faces the highest 
number of cases with 15, fol- 
lowed by Cunycong (7), Sarabia 
(6) and Guanzon (1). 

All respondents are affiliated 
with the Bacolod Our Lady of 
Mercy Specialty Hospital, ex- 
cept for Guanzon who ls affilat- 
ed with the Bacolod Adventist 
Medical Genter, 

‘The Ingumen tried to reach 
Avecilla and Sarabia for com- 
ment but repeated calls to thelr 
mobile phones were unan- 
swered, 

The violations ere grounds 
for the nonrenewal or revoca- 
tion of accreditation of doctors 
and hospitals and the imposi- 
tion of a fine ranging from 
P10,000 to P50,000. Adminis- 
trative charges could also be 
fled before the Professional 
Regulatory Commission for the 
cancellation of the professional 
license of doctors found guilty. 

Criminal charges for falsifica- 
tion of documents and estafa 
could also be filed against the 
respondents, said lawyer Jay 
Villegas, manager of the Phil- 
Health's Fact-Finding and Ad- 
ministrative Investigation De- 
partment, in a telephone inter- 
view. 


Drunken man kills in-law, wife, daughter in Cavite town 


TRECE MARTIRES CITY—A 
drunken man hacked to death 
his pregnant wife, his mother- 
inlaw and his 8yearold 
daughter in Tanza, Cavite on 
Sunday police said yesterday. 

Two other daughters of Ce- 
cilio Mangalino, 45, are still in 
critical condition at a local hos- 
pital in this city. 

Supt. Randolf Tuafio, Tanza 


police chief, identified the slain 
as Luz Madriaga, 50, Mangali- 
no's mother-in-law; his wife 
Prulinda, 37; and their daugh- 
ter Carolina. 

He seid Prulinda was one- 
month pregnant. 

The couples daughters 
Crissamae, 3, and Cassilyn, 12, 
survived the ordeal and are now 
being treated at the General 


Emilio Aguinaldo General Hos- 
pital for deep hack wounds. 

Police are now hunting Man- 
galino who fled after the at- 
tacks 

Tuafo said Mangalino had 
Just come from a liquor parry 
when he and his wife argued in- 
side their house in Barangay Bi- 
gaataround 11 p.m. 

Moments later, the suspect 


got hold of an ice pick and re- 
ремейу stabbed the victims 
‘who were already asleep. 

Crissamae screamed for help 
which caught the attention of 
their neighbors. 

A neighbor saw Mangalino 
fleeing the house with a blood- 
stained shirt. 

‘The attack was the second in 
Cavite in just five days. 


Last Wednesday, victim Ellen 
Romerosa, 18, and her daugh- 
ters Angelyn Orogo, 2, and 
Marlyn Orogo, 1, were hacked 
to death in their hut in Baran- 
gay Mahabang Kahoy Cerea, In- 
dang town. 

Suspects Reynaldo Rondina 
and Larry de Lara have been ar- 
rested. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 


DENR asked again to stop Sierra Madre logging 


LUCENA CITY—A GROUP ОР- 
posed to continued logging in 
Sierra Madre renewed a call for 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources to cancel 
a 25-year timber license that al- 
lows the cutting of trees in the 
mountain range. 

The Task Porce Sierra Madre. 
(TFSM), a group of local officials, 
religious leaders, tribal folk and 
mongovemment organizations, 
asked Environment Secretary 
Joselito Atienza to use its police. 
Power to stop logging in the al- 
ready balding mountain range. 

In a letter to Atienza, the TP- 
SM said the DENR itself has al- 
ready acknowledged the destruc- 
Чоп brought by deforestation in 
the Sierra Madre in the form of 
floods and landslides that left 


hundreds in Quezon and Aurora 
provinces dead in 2004. 

“The act of the state through 
the DENR of canceling or sus- 
pending all logging and logging 
permits was in the exercise of po- 
lice power which is superior to 
the sanctity of contracts, to assert 
the right of the state and of the 
people to sel protection and self- 
preservation," the group said. 

‘The Integrated Forestry Man- 
agement Agreement (IFMA), ог 
timber license, covers more than 
36,000 hectares in Sierra Madre 
and was granted to Timberland 
Forest Products Inc. (ТЕРІ), 
‘owned by Bulacan-based logger 
Wilson Ng, on Nov. 12, 2002 by 
then Environment Secretary 
Heherson Alvarez. 

Alvarezs successor. Elisea 


Gozun, revoked the IFMA on 
Jan. 13, 2004, saying “fraud, 
misrepresentation and omis- 
sion of material facs" sur. 
rounded the process by which 
the DENR granted the contract. 

However, the contract was re- 
instated by the Office of the Pres- 
ident on March 4, 2005, ironical- 
ly four months after the tragic 
floods and landslides in the three 
towns of General Nakar, Infanta 
and Real that left hundreds of 
people dead and millions of pe- 
sos worth of property destroyed. 

Malacafiang finally approved 
TFPIs IFMA last year despite 
protests from residents of 
northern Quezon. 

Ng maintained that his critics 
had long been opposing him but 
had never done anvthing тю 


CONFISCATED chain saws used in cutting coconut trees in different 
barangays of Guinobatan, Albay. A series of raids was conducted to stop. 


Фе Шера! cutting of coconut lumber. 


stop illegal logging. 
"What have they done to stop il- 
Tegal Jorin in the nast 30 vears? 


NO ELS ORBETHNQURERSOUTIERN LUZON 


Nothing,” Ng said in an earlier 
phone interview. Delfin T Mallari 
J, Inquirer Southern Lison 
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RESIDENTS. 


for fear of clashes 


BUTUAN CITY—MORE THAN 200 LUMAD 
families have fied their homes in atleast 12 
hinterland villages of Surigao del Sur since 
last week as soldiers arrived in their com- 
munities in pursuit of communist rebels, 
the human rights group Karapatan said. 

‘The military confirmed the operation 
saying New People's Army rebels, who am- 
bushed and wounded two soldiers who 
were bringing medicines to some lumad 
communities on Wednesday, use the vil- 
lages as camps. 


Flight 

Rev. Fr. Modesto Villasanta, Karapatan 
chair for Surigao del бш, said 1,512 per- 
sons, mostly women and children, ignored 
the heavy rains to avoid the military opera- 
tions at the border of Lianga and San 
‘Agustin owns. 

He said with children in tow and carrying 
their belongings, the villagers trekked the 
{kilometer road to Lianga town proper. 

“ты major military build up has created 
a humanitarian crisis and the operation 
must be stopped," Villasanta said. 


Violations. 

The displaced civilians were taking 
refuge in various evacuation centers set up 
by Karapatan, he said. 

"The military presence violates the resi- 


cf remote vilages 
of Surigao del Sur 
starta [dm trek 
to fiee their 
communities for fear 
of getting caught 
inthe crossfire 
between 
government soldiers 
and communist 
guerra. 
(— 
Рона 


dents’ sense of security and safety. The vil- 
lages were cordoned off, economic activi- 
ties were limited and residents monitored 
by the military,” Villasanta said. 

He also said soldiers have threatened vil- 
lagers and accused them of being NPA sup- 
porters. 

But Col. Jose Vizcarra, commander of the 
Army's 401st Infantry Brigade, said con- 
trary to Villasanta's claims, his men actually 
occupied NPA camps and not civilian areas. 

Villasanta said aside from occupying 
civilian houses, soldiers also interrogated 
children inside lumad literacy schools in 
the said villages. 


Propaganda 

“Thats pure propaganda. The Karapatan 
and Communist Party of the Philippines is 
one, they have done nothing good то the Fil- 
ipino people but violence and lies,” he said. 

Vizcarra also rejected calls for a stop to 
the operation, saying the military will con- 
tinue to pursue the rebels in the area, com- 
monly known as the Andap Valley complex. 

"The operations against the rebels will 
continue until necessary,” he said. 

Vizcarra labeled the Andap Valley com- 
plex as host to the NPAs main base in the 
Province and a training ground for NPA re- 
ruts. Franklin Caliguld and Chris Pan- 
ganiban, Inquirer Mindanao 


and tour the school, 


Admissions open for 2008-2009 


School address 


Phone 
Fax 


E-mail 


Website 


The Beacon School is an independent, non-profit, co-educational school modeled upon 
the best international educational practice 
education of the highest quality, rooted in an understanding of Filipino culture and 
traditions, to children of all nationalities. Currently in its seventh year of operation, the 
school has grown rapidly to reach over three hundred students and fifty faculty. 


К is committed to providing a global 


The school is located in fully air-conditioned premises in the tree-lined grounds of the 
Philippine Center for Population and Development in Chino Roces (Pasong Тато) 
Extension, Taguig City. 


Our rich and exciting academic programme is firmly based on the Intemational 
Baccalaureate Primary Years and Middle Years Programmes. We are fully authorized 
to offer the IB Primary Years Programme and Middle Years Programme. We are the 
first educational institution in the Philippines to be authorized for both levels. Our 
academic programmes are recognized by the Department of Education 


Applications for enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year are now being accepted for 
ай grade levels from Pre School to Grade 8. Applications will be received until 
15 January 2008, after which date applications will only be received for grade levels in 
which space is available. 


Parents who are interested in seeking enrolment for their children are invited to visit 
Please contact the school at admissions@beaconschool ph in 
order to arrange an appointment, and visit our website at www.beaconschool ph. 


The Beacon School 
PCPD Building, 2332 Chino Roces Extension 
Taguig City 1630 


(832) 810-5046; (832) 840-5040 
(832) 810-5046; (832) 640-5040 


admissions@beaconschool ph 
headmaster@beaconschool.ph 


www.beaconschool.ph 


ing gn rian nth pre алг, 
pp don Se 


question domes oie 


cmm 
ENT 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
epit p Sa бишке 


of lth (on ean ы 


Use umet TOV afa qu 


FRANCISCO T. DUQUE, ш, ил, Se. 
pd 


Tif 
£ 


i 
ai 


AE 


И " 


nace 
een p 
Жш атаа би acre Oi war rant or 


че st te an 
— 


due DT 
ра 


eng Commins т ми, Pot сву st uro с 
A E pe en aig a 


oan i ieten fon han me ail rors wh тө 
Колага 
КОА Ер ЫА ОА КСЫ 


eno i tame dt eae asin БО tn nae eee """ 


Vae ver caret yer expat Se yun Masa 


rm 


PHILIPPINE UROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, INC. E 


DII M 
a 


moun xu ир. 


i 


ni 
| 


i 


terdum es meer 
PI 


PISIS Be pte nd ee o KOS 


cuum 
EIE 


EI 
ST 


jn 


FOOL 
i ae 
тоа commits 


in ha ped Spi. 


ENOTI AZOT Be n nd at 


iy 


PET 
pf n 


1 
| 


i 


pepe 
к а poet cay fep adi ay d 


| 


1 


т 
‘TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2007 


А" i 
Lawmakers to grill Teves, Ibazeta over power assets 


E — tte risa es mn ae 
кеа at Ibazeta: No foul play in proceedings ela le Sa 


Roberto de Ocampo who filed 
transmission grid and lines of | By Abigail L. Ho of interest raised by opposition Не explained that at the pre- beset sali. ан aoe нл dn 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


National Power Corp. Senators Aquilino Pimentel Jz qualification stage, all docu- "Тһе PSALM board makes’ | PSALM rejected their application, 
“Teves willbe asked to explain | JOSE IBAZETA, PRESIDENT and Jamby Madrigal. ments submitted by would-be the final decision; no single рй p^ 

why he approved the sale of | of power Sector Assets and Malacañang declined tocom- bidders were evaluated bytech- person dictates or controls | Prequalification 

majority control in Philippine | Liabilities Management ment on this issue or the in- nical working groups, whose as- the decision on prequalifca. | “When theres a public bid- 

National Ой Co.-Energy Devel- | Corp. (PSALM), yesterday volvement of businessman Еп. sessment was then reevaluated tion," Ibazeta said. ding, there is a prequalification 

opment Corp. (PNOC-EDC) in | dismissed accusations of ir- rique Razon, treasurer of the by areview committee. One ofthe bidders who did | process. You weed out those 


defiance of the law and the | regularities in the bidding for administration coalition Team The review committee then not make the list ofthe final | who ave qualifed and these 
JCPC that required that it the assets of National Trans- Unity in the May senatorial made a recommendation to the four prequalified bid- who are not. And these two ob- 


should be sold as several pack- | mission Corp. (Transco). elections. PSALM board, which is com- dets—the La Costa consor. | jectors, who belong to the failed 
ages of generating plants with | Finally breakinghissilence Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- posed of the secretaries of the tium headed by former Fi- | bidders, are по exactly 
steam sales agreements. on the multibillion-dollar ye, Executive Secretary Eduar- departments of finance, energy, nance Secretary Roberto de | strangers to the power game in 


“These are two hot officials | controversy, Ibazeta said the do Ermita and Presidential trade and industry and budget Ocampo and businessman | Manila,” Santiago said, point- 
whowilhavetocometotheSen- | Bidding process had been Management Staff chief Cerge management, аз well аз the di- Salvador Zamora I had | ingout that Zamora is a brother 
ate on Dec. 13,” said Sen. Miriam | transparent from the very Remonde referred the INQume rector general of the National filed a case against PSALM | ofan opposition congressman. 


Defensor-Santiago, JCPC chair | start, with all potential in- instead to Ibazeta when they Economic and Development and Ibazeta on charges of ir- | "Тһе person is given a chance 
While she was clear that | vestors treated equally and were asked about the Transco Authority. regularities. to prove that there is no such 

‘Teves went against the 2001 | told exactly whatto expect. deal. “Only those who passed the Since the case was still in | conflict because he either re- 

Electric Power Industry Act | “We know there was no In his statement, Ibazeta said prequalification criteria were al- court, Ibazeta declined to | signed or he divested himself,” 

Gira) and that he ignored the | foul різу in the proceedings. that “the procedures even give lowed to proceed with the bid- commenton the merits ofthe | she said. 

authority of the JCPC, Santiago | The bidding procedures were the bidders an opportunity to ding process. Thisisnot favoring case, saying only that “no | ^ Santiago said conflict of inter 


was giving Ibazeta the benefit | clear, made known to all the ask for a reconsideration of any any party: thisis merely comply- amount of public statements | est would not immediately nll 
ofthe doubt on whether he had 


prospective bidders, and ар decision on prequalification, to ing with the strict requirements can change the fact that an | fy the results of the Dec. 12 bid. 
already cut ties with Razon. plied equally to all of them,” ensure that there is no abuse of for the Transco operator asstat- entity which fails to comply | “We spent a lot of time going 

The JCPC has given Ibazeta up | he said ina statement. discretion in PSALMS evalua- ed in the bidding procedures with clear criteria must be | over three bidding processes, 
to a week to explain allegations | Ibazeta, however, did not tion of the bidders’ submis- and the Epira (Electric Power In- disqualified” With a report | all of which were declared fail- 
of conflict of interest raised by | address the issue of conflict sions.” dustry Reform Act of 2001),” from Christine O. Avendaño | ures, mostly for the reason that 
Senators Aquilino Pimentel Jr. there was only one successful 
and Jamby Madrigal. (See relat- j = = pre-qualified bidder. Pursuant 
ed story on this page.) government, might have а б. no violation of law” she said. hibit himself But inhibition is a fo the philosophy of Epira, 

ў ` nancial, material, or pecuniary Ѕеп. Juan Ponce Enrile con- voluntary act, it cannot be im- which is to sell all assets con- 
Disgruntled bidders interest,” Santiago said. curred with Santiago. “So what if ta should inhibit himself consid- posed, it is a matter of moral val 


cerning the power industry to 
private owners, we want to sell 
at а good market price the 
‘Transco. But we want to make 
sure that the sale is pursuant to 
the Epira,” she said. 


“There is a violation of law "Ви there is a defense on фе you area former board member of ering that the Transco bidding ues that will come to play The 
when the person who is sup- part of Mx Ibazeta ifhe can show а corporation? They have to show was set for Dec. 12, ora day be- bidding will be clouded with his 
posed to sign or approve the that pursuant to law he divested there was undue benefit given to fore his scheduled appearance. participation,” said Pimentel. 

contract himself, or through а himself of any interest in the Ra- thewinningbiddersimplybecause “We should act within the Santiago ‘pointed out that 
board, group, or a panel of the zon corporations, then there is he was just an employee of a cor- week that he (Ibazeta) should in- Ibazeta's critics were “disgruntled 


Raising super bright kids ‘enjoyable, humbling’ 


From pate Al and paintings. He is set to ence and New Age books, ас butitismotwithoutdificulty" 1с helped that the couple Understanding the gifted 
be glad that I have these kids, launch his own album on the In- cording to her mother. Realizing that her back- joined the Philippine Associa- child and his needs, and em- 
which I'am,” Cecile says in ап ternet, his mother says. ground on psychology was in- tion for the Gifted Inc. (PAG) ploying the right approach are 
interview in their home in Das- Ніз brother, Yosh, who started At the bookstore ‘sufficient, she made extensive shortly after Yosh started talk- crucial to his growth and devel- 


mariñas Village, Макан Cit talking when he was 2 months Cecile shares an anecdote researches on gifted children, ing comprehensively when he opment, otherwise, things 
The mult-gifted Cy pro- old, devours books (history about her two younger chil and corresponded with experts was two months old, and found could go awry, Cecile notes. 


nounced psy) drew public at- books are his favorite), and сап dren, who, like their eldest on the matter support from members, who al- 1, 

tention when at age 8 he wrote readily recite names of personali- brother, have had their share of so have gifted children. It's in the genes 

the lyrics and libretto for the без, events and places in history; the limelight, already guesting Keen senses A x “ies a very lonely world if you 
musical “The Magic Staff” and  hehasaphotographicmemory in TV shows. She found out that her chil- Nurturing the gifted cant find someone to understand 


appeared in the production  Healsostarted writing anov- “1 brought them to Power- dren, like other gifted children, “It’s not a guarantee that if you, she says. "If the guidance is 
when it was staged at the Мег. el more than a year ago. Now in Books at Greenbelt and left have keen senses, and aska lot you speak early you're gifted. In not very good, you could tum the 
alco Theater a year later. Grade 4 at Intemational them at the children’s section, of questions about anything un- his case, it was weird, he spoke їй into something, which could 

While attending Philippine Montessori in Forbes Park, but they protested. Yosh likes derthe sun. too early. That's why [joined the either benefit or harm society.” 
Science High School in Quezon Makati City Yosh is fascinated history; Aya is into New Age; “It makes me read more, not association. I was scared I _ Their father Koh, an anthro- 
City, he copiously wrote short with the Internet; he is the first she says, chuckling. only because they're a litle ad- wouldn't know how to deal with  pologist taught himself how to 
stories and novels, and painted Filipino to join the Roblox role- “When I got back more than vanced, but also because every this anymore,” Cecile recounts. — play musical instruments when 
abstract forms. He also wrote a playing gaming site. ап hour later from a meeting, 1 parent should do this in order to РАС, a nonprofit, nonstock he was young. He also raced cars 
musical score for a concert. The two brothers have ap- saw Yosh reading JFK's biogra- communicate with their kids. organization, was founded in and easily memorized numbers. 

i peared in Promils Gifted Kids phy Tasked him ifhe wanted to Tm humble enough to be the 1994 to help families, childcare Cecile believes the children 
Photographicmemory Tv commercials. buy it. He said no because he student sometimes,” Cecile says. workers, and institutions iden- took after them. 

Now a physics freshman at The youngest, Aya, proved to was almost through reading it” She realized, however, that tify and nurture gifted children “Its in the genes,” says Cecile, 
the University of the Philip. be adept with puzzles and Cecile, a graduate of Psychol- she could only doso much since and their needs. who also writes articles on parent- 
pines, he into “experimental blocks. A first-grader at the ogy Philosophy and Political Sci- she also runs the operations of Тһе fourth week of November ing, fashion and food for newspa- 
music,” and translates his com- same Montessori school, she ence from UB admits that par- the family’s trading business Һас been proclaimed “National pers and magazines, designs and 


Positions into stories, drawings has shown а Кееп interestinsci- enting gifted kids is “enjoyable, full time. Week for the Gifted and Talented.” acts, among other interests. 
Makati Business Club: Palace not doing enough 

From page Al President Macapagal-Arroyo, of the proposed measures on take too much time for ergybill, which with therisingof Тһе Cagayan de Oro Cham- 
ments on certain bills. the leadership tussle between the list of the American and Eu- Congress to pass,” Forbes said. ой prices to historical levels ber of Commerce and Industry 


А senior lawmaker acknowl- Speaker Jose de Venecia and ropean Chambers of Commerce Не cited as an example Sen. deems urgent, and to which no- supported the position of the 
edged that the House of Repre- Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia, and the in the Philippines were still at Edgardo Апага personal eq- body is opposed,” he said. ‘And American and European busi- 


sentatives had failed to act on delay in the formation of com- the committee level. uity and retirement account ЫЙ there is the credit information nessmen. 
major pieces of legislation. in a_mittees. Б اچچ‎ that was passed on second read- systems ЫШ, which got almost “This is indicative of the gov. 
meeting two months ago, _ Thelawmakersaidheandhis ‘Long-hanging fruits’ ing earlier this month. passed inthe last Congress” ernment’s inability to address 


House leaders promised busi. colleagues also had to work on In a separate interview, how- "This would help overseas Forbes said the Amcham, to- competitiveness,” said Ере 
nessmen these proposed mea- the proposed P1.277-tillion ever, John D. Forbes, chair of Filipino workers to save up to gether with the Joint Foreign Paras, Oro chamber president. 
sures would be passed by the national budget for next yea. е legislative committee ofthe P50,000 [tax-free], which Chambers of Commerce of the "Congress has been focusing 


end ofthe year. "Give us three to six months American Chamber of Com- could be invested in [the finan- Philippines, had brought up more on political matters rather 
dise to get the job done,” said merce of the Philippines (Am- cial markets and other ven- theirlegislativeconcernsinsev. than on improving business cli- 
Many distractions Puentevella, a principal author cham), said there were some tures]... We have something eral letters to the leaders of mate and setting the general di- 


“We were saddled by many of the House version of the pro- “long-hanging бий іп similar in the US that works both the Senate and the House. rection ofthe economy.” Ке 
distractions,” Bacolod City Rep. posed Customs Brokers Act and Congress that were ready to fine, and we hope there could “We understand the legislative ports from Ronnel W. Domingo 


Monico Puentevella said. the proposed Credit Informa- go. bea counterpart bill filed in the process and thatit takes time, but and Christian V Esguerra in 
Puentevella cited the Houses tion System Act. “These would be helpful in House of Representatives,” we believe these bills should not Manila; and Ma. Cecilia 

preoccupation with the im- A check with the bills and in- enhancing the Philippines com- Forbes said. take until the last year of the ses- Rordiguez, Inquirer Min- 

peachment complaint against dex section showed that many petitiveness and should not “Another is the renewable en- sion,” Forbes said. danao 

Gov't revives $120-M JDV ‘behest’ loan case 

From page Al Lambino, said parties out to Speakers son's revelations of іп the settlement forged in don't think фе Palace had any- pany to the PCGG without its issu- 


her of De Venecia's failure to re- sow discord between the House overpricing and bribery in the July 1988, Landoil agreed tore- thing to do with this," he said. — inga sequestration order as it did 
pay the loan taken out when he leader and President Macapa- broadband deal that she subse- pay the loan. The pact, which In contesting the proposed with those firms owned by Marcos 
was president of Landoil Re- gal-Arroyo were behind the quently scuttled. Was signed by Ambrosio Colla- reopening of the case, Lambino ог his business associates, Lambi- 
sources Corp. PCGG move. “With or without ZTE, theen- da, who took over the company said Landoil had surrendered to no said. 

But Sabio declined further “It was clearly politically moti- dorsement of the chairman will after De Venecia quit in 1985, the government its rights to its “If you look at it, it's one of 
comment. He said he would dis- vated,” Lambino said in a phone push through,” Miguel said, did notassign a deadline. collectibles. the early cases resolved by the 
cuss the case in a press confer- interview.“itmayhave been done adding that it was his “ministe- Виш the agreement provided _ These include the proceeds POGG because of the voluntary 
ence today. by people uying to ingratiate rial dury” that the government could run from war damage claims by Lan- action of Landoil,” he said. 

, Devanadera said in а radio themselves to those in power” The younger De Venecia is after the Landoil officials and its doil, which had construction pro- 

interview that she and officials Jay Miguel, POGG legal services president of Amsterdam Hold- affiliates should they fail to jects in the Middle East, pending Unseen hands 

of the Department of Justice director said that РОСС officals ings Inc, the losing bidder in comply. before an intemational court and Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 
would discuss ће РОСС recom- had been discussing the legal ac- the broadband deal. ‘The affiliates were the Philip- which amounts to "hundreds of zalez said that some “unseen 
mendation to revive the civil tion against Landoi even before Тһе older De Venecia was pine Singapore Ports Corp, millions of dollars.” hands” could be working to oust 
case in the Sandiganbayan the Speakers son, businessman slapped with a case by the POGG Asian Water and Sewer Systems Lambino said that if these the Speaker. 

against De Venecia. Jose Joey” de Venecia Ш, blew the shortly after the ouster of the late Inc. Construction Consortium amounts had not been collect- “The Speaker does not lack en- 

“it appears from the records lid off the $329-million National President Ferdinand Marcos in Inc, Pacific Asia Builders and ed, it was because ofthe PCGG's emies,” Gonzalez said 
submitted by our research and Broadband Network deal with 1986. De Venecia was then the Developers, Philippine Hospi- handling of the case. “The problem actually is even 
development department that China's ZTE Corp. to electronically president of Landoil, which he tals and Health Services Inc, Не also said that as far as he ап innocent action can be given 
De Venecia and the assignors wire the Philippine bureaucracy founded, when it took out the and Greater Manila Land Corp. was concemed, the manter about meaning. So I don't know why it 
(his affiliates) in the deed of as- a. loan in the 1970s. 5 the compromise agreement with came out all of a sudden. But 
signment have not fully com- Ministerial duty "About 45 percent of Landoi's Surprise move Landoil was a "nonissue." maybe its also because the en- 
plied with their obligations and Miguel denied thatthe PCGG's outstanding capital stock be- — LambinoalsosaidthePOGG' ^ Landoi дек well with the tire PCGG process is under re- 
undertakings,” Sabio said in his endorsement was а result of longed to Marcos. The Philip decision was a surprise to De Philippine govemment consider- view by me," he said. With re- 
letter to Devanadera. Venecia's relationship with Ms pine Export Guaranty backed Venecia's camp. ing that it had voluntarily suren- ports from Christian М Esguer- 

The Speakers lawyer, Raul Arroyo going sour after the the foreign currency loan. “With all due respect, we dered Marcos shares in the com- ra, Norman Bordadora 
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AN APPEAL TO PRESIDENT GLORIA M. ARROYO 


27 November 2007 


HER EXCELLENCY GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President, Republic of the Philippines 
Malacaiiang Palace, Manila 


Madam President: 


Greetings and best wishes from Subic Bay Freeport Zone! 


On behalf of 41 Used-Motor Vehicle Importers inside Subic Bay Freeport Zone, we would like to appeal for your compassion and sense 
of faimess regarding the implementation of Executive Order 156, which has been reaffirmed by the Supreme Court recently. 


While we thoroughly agree with your vision of strengthening the Local Industries, we would like to humbly point out that the 
Used-Motor Vehicle remanufacturing industry in Subic Bay Freeport has also made a significant contribution to the local economy 
in terms of: 

- Payment of Custom Duties and B.I-R. Taxes 

- Payment of Subic seaport charges 

- Employment of Blue collar workers from Zambales, Bataan, Pampanga, Tarlac and nearby provinces 

- — Support small suppliers of Spare Parts, Vehicle Accessories, Car Paints and other items in Olongapo and nearby areas. 


At present, our industry employs around 2,500 Workers inside Subic Freeport such as: MECHANICS, WELDERS, ELECTRICIANS, 
TRUCK BODY BUILDERS, TINSMITH, CAR PAINTERS and other laborers/helpers. 


Our Group is selling only the following: 
1. Utility Wagons: Price Range is from Php 180,000.00 to Php 400,000.00 
2. Passenger Vans, 7- to 14-Seaters: Price Range is from Php 150,000.00 to 350,000.00 


Alll of our Vehicles are paid with TAXES & DUTIES as per Assessment of BOC/BIR. 
All of our Vehicles have passed thru “Vehicle Testing Centers” regarding Smoke Emission (Clean Air Act) and Roadworthiness 
prior to LTO Registration. 

- We are not competitors of Brand-new Vehicles, made locally or imported from Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, China, USA, Germany 
& other Industrialized Countries. 

- — Vehicles Market Data and LTO Registration should show that we are serving only a small market segment. 


Our Buyers are: 
1. Small Traders & Merchants from the Countryside 

2. OFW Families & Relatives who saved 1-2 years of their Salaries to have their first car for the whole Family 
3. Businessmen from small Towns & Cities who have no credit facility from Banks 

4. LGUs who cannot afford to buy BRAND-NEW yet have to deliver basic services to their Constituents 


After all, who does not want to have brand new vehicles? Unfortunately, not everybody have enough money! 

As published in Manila Bulletin dated Nov. 19, 2007, EASTERN SAMAR GOV. BEN EVARDONE. also the spokesman of Union of 
Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP) and Secretary-General of League of Provinces of the Philippines (LPP) have also appealed 
for your good graces to spare LGUs, & small/medium enterprises from the importation ban upon implementation of E.O. 156. 

“As Gov. Evardone had pointed out, the cheap second-hand motor vehicles are efficiently being put to good use as Ambulances, Patrol 

Cars, Garbage Collectors, Haulers of farm products and other much-needed community services. Banning the importation and sale of 

these second-hand vehicles would severely hinder the delivery of basic services to the farming sector and would hurt small businesses." 


Likewise, MR. CONRADO BANAL III have similar opinion and had an interesting column titled “Walk before you rain” published last 
May 28, 2005, page B2, Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


Madam President, Please amend EO 156. 
Please do not allow our Industry to die!!! 


Yes, we agree and support total ban on importation of Luxury Vehicles!!! 
(BOC knows those Models & Types) 


Yes, we agree that all Smugglers & their cohorts should be punished and put inside the jail!!! 

Meantime, please allow SBMA, BOC, BIR & LTO to process all Documents required for all 2,900 imported vehicles that are already 

inside the Subic Freeport to be sold to the Filipinos. Around 2,800 of which are NOT Luxury Vehicles and being sold only at 

Php 150,000.00 to Php 350,000.00. 

Otherwise, majority of our Workers and their Families will not have food in their table this Christmas! 

While we were prevailed upon by SBMA Executives not to have Motorcades and Rallies during the “Ad Congress” here in Subic from 
November 21 to 24, 2007, we may not be able to prevent our Workers and their Families to have their Motorcade from Subic Bay Freeport 
up to the House of Representatives to air our predicament. 

In behalf of our 2,500 Workers and their Families, small Merchants, Traders, and OFW Families whose livelihood and small luxury in life 


are derived from imported used vehicles, we thank you in advance for your consideration in extending the life of our business. 


Sincerely yours, 


r —— ЫС ER 


SUBIC BAY MOTORS CORPORATION DCB INT'L TRADING EMS CORPORATION БАН PLATINUM INT'L TRADING INC. 


HAA AAS ke EDIN 


AKRAM INT'L 2 INC. HAJMIN INTE TRADING INC. RED BARON & BLUE RIDGE ONE TRADING SUBIC SHONAN INT'L TRADING INC, 


P لر‎ ER ы 
MMH INT'L GLINTS INC. ISSENMAN TRADING CORP. PHIL-PAN SUBIC VENTURES INC. SUBICINTLI CORP. 
Zane [ ү» 


LUCKY DALE SUBICINTL TRADING ‘AVIVA IMPORT-EXPORT CORP. 


Note: We are 41 Registered Vehicle Importers in Subic Bay Freeport Zone. Other companies are not available for signature at short notice. 
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“Shopping is a Full-body workout. 


— My Malowsin, 
1 Ü 3 at j À Walking miles upon miles 

fpem js of dazzling, glitzy shopping 
malls during the Malaysia 
your-bags of exclusive designer 
merchandise purchased at rock- 
smile you'll have after a fruitful 
you a natural facelift, helping 
to reverse the natural’ signs 
reading this ad. The incredible 
Malaysian shopping experience 
your neighbours. It will do your 
body good. 


TOURISM 
MALAYSIA 


Triple your Rewards points 
Эъ this Christmas. d e 


Earn Rewards points 
this Christmas. 


Earn Triple Rewards points on your weekend purchases this Christmas season when you fF EBRA 
shop using your Citibank Credit Card consecutively on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. e | 
Plus, earn Double Rewards points on all other days. T At | 


[то avail, register once by texting CITi«space»16-DIGIT CREDIT CARD NUMBER to 2366. 


Use your Citibank Credit Card now! Call 995 9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for more details. 
To apply for a Citibank Credit Card, call 423 3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph 


This offer is exclusive to Citibank Silver VISA/MasterCard, 
Citibank Gold VISA/MasterCard and Citibank VISA Platinum cardholders. 


citibank 


let's getit done 


(banks altro sence mark of Gaigroup Inc. Lats Gat Danes а sence mark ol Cugraup Ine. Por ОТ МСА Рэпти Na s378, Seres of 2007. Promo porod & rm November 14 o Decemter 81,207. 
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[ 


an airplane оп Aug. 21, 1983. 


EZ DinvoukNow |] 


TODAY, Nov. 27, is the 75th birth anniversary of Benigno "NI 
noy” Aquino Jr., after whom an airport in Pasay City is 
named. The Manila International Airport was renamed Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport on Aug. 17, 1987 in honor of the 
former senator who was assassinated as he was getting off 


Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Pasay youth leaders want SK polls voided 


Famas gives major awards to ‘Kasal 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


DIRECTOR JOSE JAVIER 
Reyes “Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo,” а 
romantic-comedy that tackled 
the highs and lows of a married 
couple, won top honors during 
the 55th Filipino Academy of 
Movie Arts and Sciences 
(Famas) awards show held last 
Sunday. 

“Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo” or 
"KKK" won in nine of the 18 cat- 
egories it was nominated, in- 
cluding the Best Picture award 
for its producer, Star Cinema, 
while Reyes was named Best 
rector. 

Reyes also took home two 
more awards for KKK—Best 
Story and Best Screenplay. 

The movie's lead actress, 
Judy Ann Santos, won as Best 
‘actress, beating veteran actress 
Gina Pareño (‘Kubrador”), 


- GE Money Bank T 


g 


Maricel Soriano (“Inang Yaya"), 
Cherrie Pie Picache ("Kaleido") 
and Claudine Вапено 
C'Sukob'), 

Pareño, however, won the 
Best Supporting Actress award 
for her role as Santos’ sympa- 
thetic mother in “ККК.” 


A Savings Bank 


DEPOSITS « SME LOANS * CONSUMER LOANS 


Cesar Montano was named 
Best Actor for his performance 
in the psychological thriller, 
“Ligalig,” while the Best Sup- 
porting Actor award went to 
Allen Dizon for his work in 
“Twilight Dancers,” а film on 
male prostitution. 

Tala Santos won the Best 

Child Actress trophy for her 
moving portrayal of a daughter 
longing for her mother's care in 
"Inang Yaya.” 
E Christian Luis Singson, the 
5 son of former Ilocos Sur Gov 
} Luis “Chavit” Singson, copped 
Š the Best Child Actor award for 
“Barang,” the Buboy Tan horror 
film produced by his father 

For their work on “ККК,” Vito 
Сай! won the Best Editing 
‘Award; Jessie Lucas, Best Musi- 
cal Score and Yeng Constantino, 
Best Theme Song ("Hawak Ka 
may) 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


SEVERAL YOUTH LEADERS IN 
Pasay City have asked the court 
to declare as “null and void" the 
‘Sangguniang Kabataan Federa- 
tion elections held last Nov. 11 
as they accused Mayor Wences- 
ao “Peewee” Trinidad of ma 
nipulating the results in his 
son's favor. 

In a 25-page petition filed at 
the sala of Judge Edwin Ramiso 
of the Pasay City Regional Trial 
Court Branch 114 last week, the 
SK chairs pointed out that since 
they have yet to assume office 
оп Nov. 30, they have no legal 
capacity to elect or be elected as. 
officers of the city's SK Federa 
tion. 

Named as respondents in the. 
complaint were Jon Trinidad, 
the mayor's son who was elect- 
ed president of the federation 
and the six other SK chairs who 
were elected to other posts. 

The petitioners were Denise 
Erika Pesebre, Barangay 195 SK 
chair; Raphael Erena of Baran- 


gay 108 and Kriezel Ramos of 
Brgy 189. 

They also asked the court to 
stop the younger Trinidad and 
the other officers from assum- 
ing office. 

Sought for comment, Mayor 
"Trinidad said, "I would rather 
not comment on the merits of 
the complaint. That would be 
sub judice. I will wait for the 
cour: to decide." 

However, he denied allega- 
tions that he had orchestrated 
the federation elections to favor. 
his son, pointing out that Jon 
was elected by 169 out of the 
201 SK chairs who participated 
inthe Nov. 11 polls. 

“My son's campaign was con- 
ducted very well ... 1 don't ma- 
nipulate ... How could you ma- 
nipulate children?” the mayor 
told the Inguiren. 

Jon was elected SK chairman 
of Barangay 88 in the Oct. 29 
synchronized barangay and SK 
elections 

‘The complainants said that 
the mayor had invited them to 


Free GE Profile™ Ref or Microwave 
when you avail of а Home Loan 


Apply for a GE Money Bank Home Loan from October 1 to 
December 31, 2007 and get o free GE Profile™ Refrigerator 
for every approved and availed loan of P1.5 million and above 
ога GE Microwave Oven for every approved and availed 
loan of PLO million to less than P1.5 million 


Call us at (02) 721 8000 


or visit participating branches 


DESIGN PLAZA 


LRI Building Wide Sale * November 16-26, 2007 * Open 10am to 7pm Monday to Sunday 
RI Design Plazo 210 Nicanor Garcia St. (Reposo) Bel-Air Il Makati City 895-1772 • 895-5470 


attend their oath-taking on Nov. 
11 at the City Hall conference 
тоот. 

“Acting as if he was the cam- 
paign manager of his son, the 
mayor sent letters to SK chair: 
men of Pasay City. But in reality, 
he was enticing the chairmen to 
support the candidacy of his son 
(for SK Federation president),” 
they added. 

After the oath-taking ceremo: 
ny, the petitioners said Trinidad 
announced that the SK Federa- 
tion would hold its election of 
officers and that a resolution 
convening a general assembly 
had been signed by the majori- 


‘The complainants, however, 
said that the federation elec- 
tions should be supervised by 
representatives of the Depart- 
ment of Interior and Local Gov: 
erment. 

They added that the DILG 
had scheduled the synchro- 
nized elections for the SK Feder- 
ation officers on Dec. 6, and not 
on Nov. 11. 


Аз 


By Kristine L. Alave 


MOST CASES OF CABLE THEFT IN METRO 

Manila occur in the eastern part, an investi 
gator of the Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. said yesterday after they charged 
two men and a teenager with cable theft in 
Pasig City. 

Jose Mari Cagaanan, a PLDT investiga- 
tor, said they receive reports about cable 
theft in Pasig City and Rizal province every 
day. 

Не added that about two cases are re- 
ported daily in Pasig and around four in 
Rizal. 

“Cable theft is really rampant. The 

: PLDT loses millions from this," Cagaanan 
said. 

He added that robbers usually target 
copper cables as these can be sold at higher 
prices. 

The wires are usually smuggled to China. 
where the demand for copper is high. 

‘The PLDT employee made the statement 
after the Pasig City police arrested three 
suspects accused of cutting P90,000 worth 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


METRO 
‘Cable theft cases abound in eastern Metro’ 


of cable wires on Sandoval Avenue yester- 
day morning, 

‘The police identified the suspects as 
Edgardo Orolfo, 18, and Mark Joseph Cruz, 
20, both residents of Corazon de Jesus, San 
Juan City. A third suspect, a-16-year old 
‘boy, was also arrested. 

The police report said the suspects were 
caught by members of the Barangay Securi- 
ty Force at around 5 a.m. as they were try- 
ing to steal an insulated copper cable mea- 
suring 10 to 15 meters. 

The watchmen also recovered two 
kitchen knives and a metal saw from the 
three suspects. The police said the group 
had five members, but the other two es- 
сарей 

АШ three are now detained at the Pasig 
City police station although one suspect, а 
minor, will be turned over to the social wel- 
fare department. 

‘Cagaanan said the stolen cable has re- 
sulted in downed telephone lines affecting 
about 600 households and business estab- 
lishments in the areas of Pinagbuhatan in 
Pasig and Taytay, Rizal. 


‘TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2007 


TYPHOON ‘MINA’ NOT TO BLAME 


Several lanes of Marcos Highway in Masinag, Antipolo City were impassable yesterday asa busted water pipe 
resulted in flooding in the area, leaving motorists and commuters grumbling, , в 


тнеш samento 


An appeal to Chief Justice Puno 


FARMERS FROM BUKIDNON ARE GETTING 
a lot of publicity—and needless to say, public 
sympathy—for their march from Sumilao 
town to Manila 

They're asking the government to hand 
over to them 144 hectares of land, used to 
be owned by the Quisumbings, that they 
claim is covered by the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program. 

The farmers project a struggle between 
the landless poor and the mighty landowner 
or the rich and the poor 

Butare they really landless? 

The farmers belong to the Mapalad or 
Mapadayonong Pinaghiusa sa mga Lumad 
Alang sa Damlag and the Salfa or San Vi- 
cente Landless Farmers Association. 

These two associations, 1 was told, are al- 
legedly co-owners of the 65 hectare proper- 
ty based on the Certificates of Land Owner- 
ship Awards. 

‘The 144 hectares of land they want is ad- 
jacent to the 65-hectare land they reported- 
ly own. 

They can't have the land they want be- 
cause Malacafiang and the Supreme Court 
have ruled that the land in question is not 
covered by the CARP 

So why are they marching to Manila? 

Maybe because of their perception that 
the public is on their side. 

This columnist has been advocating jus- 
tice for the oppressed, who mostly belong to 
the havenots in our society, but 1 think that 


ON TARGET C wi \ 
Ramon tulfo wg” А 


in the case of the Sumilao farmers, it’s the 
other way around. 

Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno calls for 
a shift in the concept of justice—from 
Punishment or retribution, to restoring 
peace, repairing and preventing harm, 
and healing both the victim and offender. 

But what about the case of Jeff Quesa- 
da, 36, who's in prison for rape, a crime. 
that was impossible for him to have com- 
mitted? 

1 appeal to the Chief Justice to nudge 
the Court of Appeals into speeding up the 
hearing of Jeff's case. 

Jeff is a quadriplegic, meaning he can’t 
move his hands and feet. 

Inshort, he is completely paralyzed. 

Task the Chief Justice to request the 
appellate court justices handling Jeff's 
appeal to go to the National Penitentiary 
in Muntinlupa City and see the man's 
condition for themselves. 

Anybody would say Jeff would not be 
capable of rape after seeing him. 

‘The longer Jeff stays at the maximum 
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security compound at the Muntinlupa 
prison, the more injustice we inflict onan 
innocent man. 

Let me just repeat what I have been 
saying all along: Iam not Jeff's blood rel- 
ative. Neither am I related to him by 
affinity. 

Thappen to know of Jeff's case through 
my defunct “Isumbong mo kay Tulfo” ra- 
dio and TV programs. 

Why do our traffic enforcers allow truck 
trailers with no гай lights in the streets? 

My friend, businessman Eric Pestana, 
says he has been knocking on the doors of 
the Philippine National Police and the Land 
Transportation Office to swoop down оп 
truck trailers without tail lights, with zero 
results. 

“It seems those government agencies 
don't care whether or not people are killed 
by those road monsters.” Eric told me. 

An undetermined number of people have 
been killed when their vehicles rammed in- 
to truck trailers that are either parked or 
plying the highways at night in without tail 
lights or reflectorized stickers. 

For your information, Eric, ГЇ tell you 
when the government will act—when a big- 
wig or VIP gets killed after his car rams into 
опе of those monster truck trailers. 

Lets face it. The government—especially 
this government—is reactive, not proactive. 

Itonly acts after the fact. 


US ambassador 


to MMDA: 


ByD] Yap 


UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR 
Kristie Kenney paid a visit to the 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority yesterday and 
‘commended the agency for do- 
ing а “wonderful job” keeping 
the metropolis clean. 

"We see you on the streets 
maintaining traffic and helping 
this great, great city become а 
wonderful and vibrant ciry” 
Kenney told the MMDA employ- 
ees during the flag-raising cere- 
mony. 

“Today is my big chance to 
express my thanks to you,” she 
said. 

Firsttime 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernan- 
do, who wore a Stars and 
Stripes necktie for the occasion, 
said it was the first timeva US 
ambassador visited the agency. 

“This is an affirmation of the 
very good relationship between 
the United States and us,” he 
said. 


Good job 


Apart from Fernando, Ken- 
ney was greeted by several local 
officials, including Fernando's 
wife, Marikina Mayor Maria 
Lourdes Fernando, Quezon City 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, 
Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga, 
and Mandaluyong Mayor Ben- 
hur Abalos. 

Kenney shook hands with the 
MMDA employees and handed 
ош lapel pins with American 
flags. 

“Manila is such a special city 
to us. Rizal Park was built dur- 
ing the 1900s and designed by 
the same person who designed 
my city in the United States, 
Washington D.C,” she said. 

American architect and ur- 
bon planner Daniel Burnham 
designed plans for the cities оГ 
Menila and Baguio. 

After her speech, Kenney was 
serenaded by the MMDA Choral 
with a rendition of Metro Mani- 
la's official song, "Kapuri Puri 
Ка (You are to be praised).” 

The song is a composition of 
Fernando. 


‘Floating bookstore’ visits Manila 


By Tina G. Santos 


FIRST, THE GOOD NEWS. THE BIGGEST 
“floating bookstore" їп the world, the M/V 
Doulos, is returning to the country for the 
sixth time, 

Now, forthe bad news. This could be the 
last visit of the 93-year-old ship, according 
to the Manila city government, quoting the 
ships project coordinator. 

Mayor Alfredo Lim earlier announced 
that the M/V Doulas would be docking at 
the South Harbor from Nov. 30 то Dec. 23. 

Lim said he welcomed the ship's arrival 
because it would give the publica chance to 
buy books at much lower prices. 

The ship carries more than 500,000 books 


MeTROBRIEFS 


Homicide, not suicide? 
THE MANILA Police District is now eyeing fou! 
playin the death of Jose Quimpo, а 12-year-old 
boy, who was initialy reported to have commited 
Suicide in Binondo, Manila on Nov. 17. Amado 
Caagbay, the boy's neighbor, was arrested last 
Sunday after Quimpo's sister, Catherine, told the 
Police that she saw the suspect inside their house 
punching her brother hours before the latter's 
body was found. Quimpo was discovered hanging 
from a beam on the third foor of their house in Bi- 
nondo. He was earlier reported to have kiled him- 
зе! due to depression. Catherine вай tshe kept 
lent about the incident for days because she was 
afraid the suspect wouid kil her next 

Tina G. Santos 


Callfor help from 3-year-old 
‘THREE-YEAR-OLD Ranji Regalario has been 
confined at the Philippine General Hospital on 
тап Avenue, Manila forthe past five months due 
toan infection after undergoing an operation for 
hydrocephalus. A person who suffers from this 
ailment has a buildup of fuid inside the head, 
causing the brain to swell. Because of his condi- 
tion, the boy from Сар, баз, Albay has been ex- 
periencing seizure attacks and toss of con 
sciousness from time to time. His mother, Janet, 
is appealing to people to help her son overcome 
his illness. "1 keep hoping that he'll get better 
and lve a normal He." Janet said in her letter to 
the lnounen. Her husband isa farmer in Bicol re- 
gion. The Regalarios can be reached at PGH 
Ward 11 at tel по. 5218450 local 2122. Those 
who want to donate money can deposit itin 
Janets Landbank account (account number 
1446052248, account name: але! Regalario). 


and has more than 6,000 titles on display 
with subjects ranging fom science, 
medicine, management, literature to hob- 
Мез. It also offers a wide range of education- 
al books on computer science, accounting, 
law, physics and geography, among others. 

Over the last three decades, Doulos has 
visited more than 100 countries, welcoming 
more than 20 million people on board. It has 
350 volunteers from over 50 countries. 

The M/V Doulos, builtin 1914 two years 
after the Titanic, was originally a freighter 
named Medina. In 1948, it was renamed 
Roma and transported immigrants to Aus- 
tralia. The ship was transformed into a 
cruise liner in 1952. Its last visit to Manila 
маз in January. 


Man lone 
casualty in 
Sta. Ana fire 


By Tina б. Santos. 


А 59-YEAR-OLD MAN WAS KILLED IN A 
fire that hit his rented two-story apartment 
in Sta. Ana, Manila early yesterday morn- 
ing. 

SFO2 Emmanuel Gaspar, arson investi- 
gator at the Manila Fire Bureau, identified 
the fatality as Danilo Aguilar of Radium 
Street, Sta. Ana, He said the victim could 
have died of suffocation in а fire which last- 
ed for 15 minutes 

‘An investigation showed that the fire 
broke out around 1 a.m. at the victim's 
room on the second floor. 

Some residents in the area suspect that 
the fire could have been caused by an unat- 
tended lit candle inside the victim's room. 
They claimed that the electricity had been 
cut off in the victim's apartment. 

Arson officials, however, said they were 
still conducting further investigation to de- 
termine the real cause of the blaze, which 
‘was put out around 1:15 a.m. 

А relative of the victim told investigators 
that they were not aware that Aguilar was 
inside the room when the fire broke out. 

She added that the victim was seen 
drinking with his friends the whole day last 
Sunday. Authorities placed the estimated 
damage to property at P50,000. 
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Tensions rise between Colombia, Venezuela 


BOGOTA—COLOMBIA АМО the countrys largest rebel Chavez Һай зай in cision to join Mercosur, a differ- charges against her were relat- 


Venezuela faced Monday the group. Venezuela: “I declare to the ent trade association led by Ar- ed to her work as mediator or to 
worst crisis in their bilateral rela- Venezuelan President Hugo world that Tam putting relations gentina and Brazil unrelated allegations. 
tions in years after the Colombian Chavez said earlier he was with Colombia in the freezer I Caracas had been consider- Uribe approved Chavez and 
president accused his Venezuelan putting bilateral ties in a“freez- do not believe in anyone in the ing returning to the Andean Cordoba for their negotiator roles 
counterpart of seeking to installa er” after Uribe dropped him Colombian government” Community, but Chavez said it on Aug. 31, following a phone 
Marxist government in Bogota and Colombian senator Piedad “They have spat brutally in was now outofthe question. call from Chavez to Colombian 
and Caracas “froze” relations be- Cordoba as mediators in negoti- our face when we worked heart — "Now we are definitely not Army General Mario Montoya in- 
tween the two countries. ations with the FARC (Revolu- andsoultotrytogetthemonthe going back to the ACN," he said. quiring about the hostages. 
“Your words, your positions, tionary Armed Forces of Colom- road to peace,” Chavez added. In Bogota, Cordoba said Sun- ^ Cordoba came under consid- 


suggest you are not interested bia) on possibly swapping cap- Не later said in a television day she was being investigated erable fire in government cir- 
in peace in Colombia, but rather tured leftist rebels for high-pro- interview that he was now rul- by her country’s Supreme Court cles for meeting secretly with 


in Colombia becoming the vic- file hostages the guerrillas ing out rejoining the Andean for treason. rebel commanders Ivan Mar- 
tim of a terrorist government of hold. ‘Community of Nations, a trade “They notified me yesterday; quez and Rodrigo Granda, 
the FARC,” said Colombian “We need a mediation with bloc of which Colombia is а Iam being investigated for trea. whom ће FARC selected to ne- 
President Alvaro Uribe on Sun- terrorists, and not people who try prominent member. son and collusion,” Cordoba gotiate the swap of 45 ab. 
day referring tothe Revolution- to lend legitimacy to terrorism,” Venezuela withdrew from the told Radio Caracol from Cara- ductees for about 500 jailed 
ary Armed Forces of Colombia, Uribe said referring to Chavez. group last year following its de- cas. She did not say if the guerrillas. ‘AFP 


Syria joins Seoul Asia’s 
Arab league | costliest city 
at US peace for expats 

с onfe rence SINGAPORE—SEOUL 15 ASIAS 


costliest city for expatriates 
while the weaker yen has made 

WASHINGTON—SYRIA АМ. 

mounced Sunday that it would 


Japanese cities more affordable, 
a survey released Monday said. 
attend the Middle East peace 

meeting beginning here on 


The latest twice-yearly sur- 
vey by human resources firm 
Monday night, joining Saudi 

Arabia and the rest of the Arab 


ECA International showed the 
League participants in a turn- 


South Korean capital jump one 
notch higher to rank seventh 

about that represented a victory. globally in а list of the most ex- 

forthe Bush administration. сеза а 

‘Syria, a supporter of groups op- over the last 12 months. 

posed to а Palestinian peace with Tokyo retained its place as 

Israel, said it would send a deputy the second most expensive 

foreign minister to the meeting, 

which will continue Tuesday in 


Asian city but globally, the 
Japanese capital dropped out of 

Annapolis, Md. In retum, Syria 

was promised that Israel's occu- 


the top 10 list for the first time 
because of the weaker yen. 


pation of the Golan Heights, tak- ~ “Depreciation of the yen 
lS : aue — /_„_ оз 
woul! be on the agenda 4 IQ coupled with low inflation, has 
"The Annapolis meeting, a ma: significantly reduced living 
{or initiative pressed by Secretary costs for foreigners in Tokyo, 
of State Condoleezza Rice, will | BIGLEAGUEPOLO. | Yokohama and Kobe in recent 
begin negotiations оп 2 peace | Elephant polo players from Chivas Regal of Scotland and British Gurkhas of Great Britain vie for the ball during the 26th International vierte rr 
treaty to end the Israeli-Palestini- | Elephant Polo Competition at Meghauiy Forest in Chitwan District, some 200 km from Katmandu on Nov. 23. The match, organized to горен аав 
ап conflict while simultaneously | таң, the 25th anniversary of the formation of the World Elephant Polo Association, was won by Chivas Regal of Scotand. жүк Bare a 
Committing Israel and the Pales- ipei, Beijing, 
tinians to сапу out long-post- Singapore, with the Chinese 


poned obligations contained in ; z Жу oF Guangzhou taling the 
Me fist sage of he 2003 peace [үү [у 1 d h d t f th spt, the survey si 
ааг" ІП Бапоааеѕп, a domino efect OF Crises "зоа. 
Тһе presence of major Arab ў featured in the list of 39 Asian 
countries, including. Syra, is DHAKA, BANGLADESH—THE challenge facing the military- ing to the World Food Program, Abdul Aziz, 63, a security ае 
meant to provide Arab sanction political storm that preceded backed government that has leftroughly23 milion peoplein guard who was buying vegeta. Higher fons prices, alongwith 
tnd support forthe Palestinian natures latest assault on this run this Councy since Jan. 11, need of urgent food aid йез at the local market, quietly the trengthemmng Chinese cur 
leader Mahmoud Abbas to country stilswirlsoverhead. when, after debilitating politi Stormrelifisnow the govern- confessed that even with three тыку hace зеп Сне le 
make the concessions required Nearly a year ino an amy- cal protests, scheduled elec- ments most pressing test, includ. grown daughters working in -ing oso ш Chinees alice ove 
for peace. The Arabs promises- backed state of emergency. basic tions were scrapped and emer- ing averting famine and disease the garment industry, his family narrowing the gap with other 


rael that a comprehensive freedoms remain suspended, a gency law was imposed. ‘outbreaks, and ensuring aid dis- was finding it harder to put more developed East Asian cities 
peace will mean their recogni- sweeping anticorruption drive Climbing inflation was com- tribution. The government esti- enough food on the table. such as Hong Kong and Taipei 

tion of the Jewish state. But a has stuffed the jails with some of pounded by an unusually harsh mates that six million people ^ Atailor whoserves the neigh- “In China, soaring food, oil 
‘comprehensive peace must also Bangladesh's most influential monsoon, which destroyed were affected by the storm. borhood said his business had and grain product prices along 
includea resolution ofthe occu- business leaders and politicians, food crops along the flood The way фе ordinary plummeted from about 50 or- with the strengthening yuan 
pied Golan Heights, and a fragile economy is tottering plains in July. Bangladeshi is being pinched ev- ders a day to barely a couple. against the US dollar have 


minority and an ally of non- A t li PM 1 R dd li 

mew: Australia PM-elect Rudd works on climate 
Беа рош неа as SYDNEY—AUSTRALIAS PRIME would immediately honor a cam- and I'm yet to read it,” he told ratify the UN treaty aimed at 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad inthe minister-elect Kevin Rudd got paign promise to ratify Kyoto. reporters a day after meeting cutting carbon emissions 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad in the Gown to work Monday on plans ° “Kevin will be making that de- senior bureaucrats of the prime blamed for causing global 


meant that locations throughout 


fiercely opposed to a Pales reverse unpopular labor laws very soon. We need to ratify Ky. agenda forthe Вай meeting. when China and India had not 
an-dsracli pence agreement ога шг Jed to conservative leader oto as part of our commitments Howard's defeat stripped would damage their economies 
жор ht © John Howards stunning ouster to dealing with climate change,” Bush of a key ally on the eve of Те political veteran also ir 


The centerlef leader is те. she told Australian television. the Bali conference. Australia troduced new labor laws that 
eer ae meeting opens Monday аб shaping foreign and domestic “Ratifying Kyoto we can do and the United States are the reduced worker protections and 
we resident Bush has separate policy following his landslide without the parliament siting” only two major industrial па. boosted the flexibility of em- 
Tange wih Olmer and Abbas, Victory Saturday that ended shesaid, outlining planstoimple- tions not to have ratified Kyoto. ployers, which proved very un- 
уй а НУН dimer ac the Sate Howard's 11-year reign and left ment election pledges that also Rudd, an economie conserva- popular on election day. 

ales ded Оп aed, US President George W Bush included withdrawing Auscalien tive, has named global warming "Voters rejected him ina com- 
ed der ober ee’ isolated over climate change combartoopsfomdelaqwar as his government's rop priory prehensive defeat that almost 
rately then delver speeches, nd the Iraq war Rudd revealed he had sl. and he discussed the issue Sun- certainly also cost him his own 
im thiee consecutive sewions om А day after Rudd announced ready received advice from offi- day by telephone with British electoral seat of 33 years, de- 
We бан comes sessions ON he was preparing toatend ama- cials on when Australia could Prime Minister Gordon Brown spite poll findings that most 


Wil meet again, hough separately n Balî nem month, his depuy Jur “We have just received that lo Bambang Yudhoyono. ment was better equipped to 
= lia Gillard said their Labor Party advice as I was driving out here Howard and Bush refused to manage the economy. AFP RUDD СА 
: : 
On nanotechnology, experts see more risks than the public 
By Marlowe Hood in what promoters of nano say about this fast-moving yet son, chalk up this gap in view- could be toxic, for health and lowed by disquiet when an acci- 
is a revolution whose impact untested technology. points to two things. the environment, dent happens or other risks be- 


PARIS—IN A SURPRISING RE- will be outsized compared to — TheaverageJoeandJaneare One is that scientists have a  “TheNanostoryisoneof very come apparent. 

versal of roles, nanotechnology the technology's tiny scale. more worried than the expers ready launched a debate among slow and rather weak regulato- Such backlashes have had a 
scientists outrival the general _ In medicine, potential appli- that nano will cause job losses, themselves about nano-related ry responses,” commented crippling effect in some coun- 
public in seeing a cause for con- cations range from in-body diag- an arms race and a loss of priva- risks, and lament a lack of re- Nigel Cameron, head of the In- tries, prompting a freeze or 
cern in some aspects of their nosticdevicestotissueengineer- cy, according to the surveys search in this field. At the same stitute on Biotechnology and pullout from nuclear power or a 


work, according to a study pub- ing to pinpoint drug deliver published on Sunday in Nature. time, the media promote the theHumanFuture atthe Illinois moratorium on genetically en- 
lished Sunday. Nanomaterials far lighter and Тһе scientists, unsurprising- potential benefits of nano and Institute of Technology and ап gineered crops. 
Nanotechnology—the science stronger than anything in use ly, say their work will lead to downplay the risk aspect, thus expert on nanotechnology. By addressing the risks be- 
of making things measured in today could revolutionize the major breakthroughs іп giving a distorted view to the “Public and political aware- fore their technology widely en- 
units 10,000 times smaller than ашо and airplane industries, medicine, environmental public mess of the technology—even ters the public domain, nano ex- 
the width of a human and parallel developments are cleanup and national defense. Researchers looking at nano though we have been talking perts hope to forestall this back- 
hair—holds spectacular promise underway for robotics, compùt- But they are also significantly risks are focussing on any effect about it for some time—is ward swing of the pendulum. 
in virtually every sector. ers, clothing, energy storage more concerned than the public on health from minute particles amazingly low,” hesaidinanin- “Nanotechnology may .. be 
Hundreds of consumer prod- and air purification. about the risk of more pollution that are breathed into the lungs terview with AFP. the first emerging technology 
ucts already contain nanomateri- Two surveys, conducted and unforeseen health prob- or from putative nanorobots In the past, the arrival of new for which scientists may have to 
als, most of which are cosmetics, among 363 nanotechnologysci- lems from nano. that would be inserted into the technologies’ such as nuclear explain to the public why they 


sunscreens and cleaning prod- entists and engineers and The authors of the study, led body to repair damaged issue. power or genetically modified should be more rather than less 
ucts with microscopic particles. among 1,015 US adults, find an by Dietram Scheufele of the Questions have also been raised organisms are typically greeted concemed about some poten- 
‘But this is the only first step intriguing contrast in attitudes University of Wisconsin-Madi- as to whether nano materials with public enthusiasm fol- tial risks,” said Scheufele. АЕР 
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Sharif joins Pakistan poll battlefield 


LAHORE, PAKISTAN—PAKISTAN’S EX-PREMIER 
Nawaz Sharif prepared Monday to file his papers 
for general elections, moving to capitalize on his 
political momentum after returning from exile to 
a hero's welcome. 


and sweara new oath asa civilian 
leader after а purged Supreme 
Court rubber-stamped his presi- 
dency for another five years. 

Attorney General Malik Mo- 
hammad Qayyum told state 
television that Musharraf would 
take the oath on Thursday. 

Qayyum was sick and not re 
turning calls Monday, his office 
said. 

Sharif’s return throws Pak- 
istan's political power-struggle 
wide open with the opposition 
divided as to whether to boycott 
the general elections. 

If he forms a proposed al- 
liance with Bhutto he could 
cause major problems for 
Musharraf and secure defections 


But Musharraf's willingness 
to allow Sharif to return may in- 
dicate that the president hopes 
to split the opposition vote. 

Sharif denied any such un- 
derstanding: "I have made no 
deal with Musharraf, my deal is 
with the people of Pakistan,” he 
repeated Sunday. 

Nevertheless, he and Bhutto 
are both two-time premiers and 
have been bitter rivals in the 
past, and while they have been 
talking about formulating a 
Joint anti-Musharraf strategy, 
analysts doubt their alliance 
will stand the test of time. Sharif and Bhutto both ap- ` 

Sharif is а religious conserva- pear to accept they have to file 
tive while Bhutto, a secular nomination papers by Monday's - 
leader, is seen by the United noon deadline pending any fu- FORMER Pakistan Prime 


istan’s role in the fight against 
al-Qaida and the Taliban—as 
pro-Western. 

Моге crucial is the question 
of whether Sharif and Bhutto 
will boycott the election as they 
have threatened. 

Staying away would rob 
Musharraf of the chance to por- 
tray the election to his critics 
around the world ав evidence 
ће із moving the country back 
toward democracy. 

‘Taking part, opponents say, 
would be tantamount to legit- 
imizing emergency rule. 


istan to the verge of disaster,” 
he told a crowd of supporters at 
a shrine to Lahore's guardian 
saint, after vowing to rid the 
country of dictatorship. 

Sharif’s return, just over а 
month after another ex-premier 
Benazir Bhutto flew home from 
exile, ratchets up the pressure 
on Musharraf to end emergency 
rule. 

The military ruler has until 


After a procession from the 
airport to his city residence that 
tumed into ап all-night party, 
Sharif spent a few hours recu- 
perating and consulting with 
family and senior party officials. 

He flew home with a defiant 
message for President Pervez 
Musharraf—who ousted him in 
a coup in 1999—to end a state 

, of emergency now in its fourth 

|. week. 


“Musharraf has brought Pak- Dec. 1 to hang up his uniform from the presidents ruling party. States—keen to preserve Pale ture decision to boycott. AFP Minister Nawaz Sharif » 
B — ———— auae d teu: — — м 


The New C-Class is here and your driving experience will never feel the same again. 


3 > The Agility Control system employs a selective оѓ the owner made available through the Elegance wheel, or your attention from the road. Visit our 
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. State-of-the-art Diagnostic Facilities In Em Metro Manila’: 


Headed by Chairman of the Board and CEO Dr. Antonio L Tamayo, 
the University of Perpetual Help Medical Centers in Las Piñas City 
and Biñan, Laguna have each recently acquired the most. 
advanced range of world class, high performance Philips imaging 
equipment for greater diagnostic reliability and precision: the 
Brillance™ CT 9,a breakthrough 40-channel system that delivers 


providing physicians with the best diagnostic tools for more 
accurate outcomes and better-focused treatments for their 
patients. 


The Department of Radiology of UPHMC in Las Piñas is chaired 
by Emesto Pulido, M.D, with members Dr. Myla Macababad, 


Dr Anton Tamayo Charman ot ne Board опа CEO a the топлу ol Perpotual Help 
Мейсо Centers spearheads the acquisiton of to-o heat ogres овех Ao 
Shown photo oe the medial stl of tne Deparment of Radiology in bath Пе as Pos. 
опа ien hosp 


more vivid and precise imaging while providing for increased 


Patient comfort; the Essenta RC remote-controlled fluoroscopy 
system with DSA; the Essenta RAD Compact Radiography System. 
fora wide range of diagnostic applications; the lightweight BV 
Libra Mobile C-Arm; and the Practix 300 Mobile X-Ray System. 


Equipped with two of each machine the University of Perpetual 


Help Medical Centers are now even more fully capable of. 


Dr.Leandro Manalaysay, Dr. Emmanuel Almanzan, Dr. Jullo Dumo, 
Dr. Lolita Largado-Reyes, Dr. Brenda Policarpio, Dr. Jolinda 
Almazan, Dr.Juan Carlo Сайопего, Dr. Maricel Miranda-de 
Guzman, Dr. Christine Moran and Dr. Martha Guia Lacson-Nufez 


Their counterparts in Bihan, Laguna are radiology department 
chairman Antonio Pacifico, M.D, Dr. Angelita Andaya, Dr. Ramon 
Elazegul, Dr. Noreen Lastrilia and Dr. Ma, Socorro Santos. 
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ш LeBron 
does it all in 
Cavs victory 


Shooters fire up» 
RP campaign as 7 


SEAG gets going ` 


By Musong R. Castillo 


BANGKOK—FILIPINO SHOOTERS HOPE TO 


be on target as they open the Philippines’ bid 
to repeat as overall champion in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games starting today at the 
‘Thailand Shooting and Clay Target ranges 
here. 

No less than the countrys first gold medal in these 
biennial Games are in the sights of Nikki Medina, 
Carolino Gonzales and Susan Aguado, who will open 
their respective bids in the 25-meter women pistol, 
air pistol and Sm rifle prone events. 

These events fire off at 9 am, with the finals 
scheduled around 1 pm. 

Filipino marksmen contributed three gold, three 
silver and two bronze medals to the country’s maid- 


еп overall championship in the 23rd edition of the 
Games in Manila. 
But the intrepid bunch of Filipino shooters—all 19 


of them arrived їп this busy city on Sunday—will 
have to contend with the regional power Thais. 

"They are in high spirits, we're looking to surpass 
‘our production in 2005," said shooting federation 
secretary-general Donald Padilla. "I really is hard to 
tell what our chances are." 

Colorful opening ceremonies are not scheduled to 
unfurl until Dec. 6 in Nakhon Ratchasima, but action 
ges under way today in shooting and on Dec. 1 with 
the football competitions. 

The Philippines will not see action in football until 
Dec. 3 as itis entered only in the women’s event. 

Gonzales is also entered in the 50m pistol, which 
fires off tomorrow like the 10m air rifle individual 


CARLOS Carag, Eric Ang and Jethro Dionisio (from left) make up the highly regarded RP trap team. 


and team events, where Emerito Concepcion, Darryl 
Sandoval and Antonio Hermoso are entered. 

And then there is Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla, the bas- 
ketbalHoving marksman who will compete in his 
17th Games. He teams up with Gohzales and Robert 
Donalvo in the 25m standard pistol on Wednesday. 

Padilla's favorite rapid-fire pistol event opens on 
‘Thursday 

Donalvo, Edwin Femandez, Eddie Torres and 
Rocky Pardila will сапу the fight for Team Philip- 
pines in the 50m rifle prone and individual events. 


Athens Olympics veteran Jethro Dionisio, once 
known as the Fastest Gun Alive, guns for the skeet 
and trap gold medals together with Eric Ang and 
Carlos Carag in the weekend. 

‘Thailand won the bulk of the gold medals—nine, 
as well as seven silvers and six bronzes—in Manila 

Like the Philippines, Viemam and Malaysia also 
bagged three gold medals each in the last SEA 
Games. 
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French GM ousts Laylo 


KHANTYMANSIYSK, RUSSIA—FILIPINO 
Grandmaster Darwin Laylo yielded to 
French super GM Etienne Bacrot in the sec- 
ond of their two-game duel and bowed out 
after the first round of the World Chess Cup 
here late Sunday. 

"The French Open champion Bacrot (Elo 

i. 2695) won with the white pieces over Laylo, 
‘who advanced to the 128-man field by fin- 

„ishing seventh in the Asian Individual Chess 
Championships held in Mandaue City 
Philippines, last September 

Laylo was held to a draw by Bacrot in 
their first game despite playing white. 
Other notable first-round winners were 


GM Vassily Ivanchuk of Ukraine, who swe; 
Pedro Aderito of Angola, 2-0; GM Shakhr 
yar Mamedyarov of Azerbaijan, who 
crushed Khaled Razik of Egypt, 20; GM 
Levon Aronian of Armenian, who whipped 
Juan Hobaica of Argentina, 2-0; GM Alexei 


Shirov of Spain, who humbled Rober RISES «ст 
Gwaze of Zimbabwe, 2-0; GM Peter Svidler Î pase qum 

of Russia, who bested Eduardo Irurizzaga of Sawa SS ушл 
Venezuela, 2-0; GM Michale Adams of Eng- ji dissi i С “ЛШ Е шс 

land, who nipped Igor Zugic of Canada, 1.5- eee LÀ Be, Ls ey 

5; GM Alexander Grischuk of Russia, who x т 3 52 SHARK 
outclassed Dracy Lima of Braz, 15-5; GM = | жайды: 


Shark titanium 


em ~ 


[SHARK ROOF CADDY Curvex] 


Amazing! 
TI WAYS TREADMILL 


Озан то моюи Д 
BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 


Magnus Carlssen of Noray who downed 
Zong Zau of Australia, 2-0. 


porene 


«=== 


IESTEP тик лшн; тш 1 ети TE ONE E E 


Pool В teams chase 
q final bonus anew; 
Hapee targets No. 9 


POOLBTEAMSTAN- —,— 
gle in a pair of crucial 
matches, while un- 
beaten Hapee aims to 
stretch йз winning 
run in the PBL Убо 
Extreme Energy 
Drink Cup today at 
the Rizal Memorial 
Coliseum. 

Mail and More and 


Toyota Balintawak, NORWOOD 
both sharing the Pool 
B lead at 44, will зоном L 
clash at 2 рл, with POOLA 
the winner inching Ho 8 0 
closer to the twiceto- Барои § 4 
beat quarterfinal POOLE 
privilege. Mui 4 4 
Pharex wil uy to Туйш 4 4 
secure the last quar- Бш Û 7 
terfinal berth versus ге, 
winless Bacchus їп (Яаа! Coliseum) 
the 12 noon curtain- 12 nn—Pharex. 
raiser, жюн 
ро A, Hapee — (imum 
will go int its4pm. "шшш 
bout versus San Mig 4pm- SanMig 
Coffee with litle Coffee vs Hapee 


pressure after an un- 
beaten run paved the way for an. 
outright Final Four stint. 

‘And coach Jun Noel believes his 
Complete Protectors still ave the 
energy to secure their ninth 


incentive. 


that boosted their bids for the last 
quarterfinal bonus. 

‘The Coffee Kings, clustered in 
Pool A, already secured the first 


straight victory 

“The determina: 
tion is always there, 
they never give up,” 
said Noel, who has 
been drawing consis 
tent performances 
from Mark Borboran, 
Reed Juntilla, Lamy 
Rodriguez and cele- 
brated Film Gabe 
Norwood. 

Mail and More 
coach Allan Gregorio 
also remains confi- 

lent that his Comets 
are peaking at the 
right time. 

"The system is in 
tune; everything is 
falling into place,” 
said Gregorio. "Bur 
more than the physi- 
cal (preparation), the 
players’ hearts and 
minds should be in 
the game.” 

Both the Comets 
and the Road Kings 
are coming off wins 


=F 
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AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY 


CASH IN AND MAX OUT! EX B 
от vienes omea roco | [aneseratcemse тт | Mamia: ” ЗҮП 
мз miae аза P sonon | |ivaaspizs owner ити | Cavite: (046) 434-14 
Maorisnmseo masowo ass + cooo | [raze + ez oowrsca p esoo | Palawan: (048) 43 
ON USED BATTERIES somone eerie tee engl | pore Pongea-sasereco-2062 
Don’t throw them away. Get the most out of your used | Nroasu 93038 мэтр фаз Heep рш 
motorcycle / car / truck / jeep / heavy equipment | omae Rises Nison Flames cusTowen senvice 
batteries. Trade them in at your nearest Motolite dealer to | oss еле азоо блата 
get instant cash or big, big discounts when you purchase | omes Желе prno p aooo 


new Motolite batteries. Authorized Motolite dealers maz ara отетинин 
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LAS] 
V-League: 
Ateneo, UST 
tossers duel 
for title slot 


JUST WHEN ABOUT 
cameToon’ | everybody was ex 
(The Arena, San Juan) ting University of 
Spm—SantoTomas | Perro Somas to avise 
= trouble-free to the 
championship round, 


Ateneo emerged to alter the scenario. 

The Tigresses and the Lady Eagles meet one. 
last time today in the 2007 Shakey's V-League 
women's volleyball second conference to de- 
termine the tournaments second finalist. 

‘The winner in the 5 p.m. duel at The Arena 
will face San Sebastian College in the best-of- 
three finals beginning Friday while the loser 
will be relegated to the battle for third against 
‘Adamson University Both match-ups are best- 
of three affairs. 

UST, also the UAAP defending champion, 
won the first conference crown with a sweep 
of three-peat NCAA winner San Sebastian 
while Ateneo could only finish fifth. 

Despite Ateneo dealing UST its lone loss in 
the elimination round and even with the pres- 
ence of talentéd Thai impor Lithawat 
Kesinee, it wasn’t expected that the Lady Ea- 
gles could spoil an anticipated rematch be- 
tween the first conference protagonist. 

But the Lady Eagles won three out of their 
four semifinal games, including a 20-25, 25- 
21, 25-19, 25-22 whipping of the Tigresses 
last Sunday to force todays playoff. Both 
teams finished with 8-3 records. 

On the other hand, the Tigresses dropped 
their last two matches. — Romina S. Austria 


RP eyes end to 10-year Putra Cup drought 


By Musong R. Castillo 


THE NATIONAL GOLF TEAM MIGHT AS WELL DON 
а few spy glasses and hire men to do a little reconnais- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


SPORTS 


ATENEO'S CLaiford Arao tosses a hook off UST's Chester Taylor in their 


‘semifinal match yesterday. 


crowd it for top honors when the eve 
the Southeast Asian Amateur Golf Team championship gold is i 
kicks off today at The Country Club in Laguna. 

Left without the reigning national amateu 


Asto th 


pi- 


so known as ers who the Filipinos will bartie it out against for the 


irst goal, the locals are hoping that famil 
ity with the danger-fraught par-70 layout will help 
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Eagles forge 
final duel vs 
UV Lancers 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ATENEO AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 
Visayas arranged a championship 
showdown in the Fil-Oi/Flying V Na- 
tional Collegiate Champions League 
after taking similar routes to the final 
yesterday at The Arena in San Juan. 
Chris Tiu sizzled early as the Blue Eagles 
pummeled the Santo Tomas Tigers, 92-66, 
in a highly physical encounter 
The sweet-shooting Tiu, a mainstay of 
the national men’s team, rescued the Ea- 
gles from а 0-7 start by pumping in 15 
Points in the first half built around a 407 
elped his team to a 40- 


“It was а physical game but we were 
able to accomplish a few things, which is 
опе, we prety much controlled Jervy 
(Cruz) inside," said Ateneo coach Norman 
Black. “We know we cannot stop Jervy, we 
just want to control him and not let him 
have a monster night against us” 

ruisers Rino Berame and Michael Luga 
posted double-double performances as the 
Lancers dominated the second half for an 
80-71 victory over the STI Olympians in 
the first semifinal bout. 


in the list of priorities. 


sance on the side while the 2007 Putra Cup is being 
played. 

After all, the opposition that the Philippine golf team. 
will face in the coming Southeast Asian Games will be 
showing up in this prestigious meet, making the tour- 
nament a virtual preview of the biennial event. 

Singapore prepares its defense of the crown while 
the Philippines, Thailand and Malaysia are expected to 


оп, the RP squad has hoisted its hopes on the shoulders 
of ex-national titlist Jay Bayron, Ferdie Aunzo, Jhonnel 
‘Ababa and Mark Femando. 

‘The tournament itself has fetched an important bat: 
decry: Ending 10-year title drought in the annual 
shot-making contest. 

But no one is overlooking the fact th 
Games just around the comer, getting а feel of the play- 


“1з а plus that we are playing on our home course,” 
said national team mentor Bong Lopez. "But The 
Country Club is one tough layout that changes in char- 
‘acter, especially with the wind, thus.” 

"We have to do well here because this will also deter- 
mine the progress of the team with regard to its form 
heading to the SEA Games next month,” said Lopez. 


Aguilar bags 
moto crown 


MOTOCROSS STAR GLENN AGUILAR 
emerged a champion after beating Ken- 
neth San Andres and Jimboy Marcelo in 
the National Motorcycle Sports and Safety 
Association (Namssa) National Series at 
the Fast Track Circuit in Taguig Ску 

With his victory Aguilar virtually 
bagged the 2007 Namssa 125/250F crown 
ashe stretched his margin to 56 points, 
which is already unreachable going into 
the final race that will be held on Dec. 9. 

He also holds a20-point lead in the 
250/450 championship and Team KTM- 
Access Plus team manager Toti Alberto, a 
former motocross and superbikes champi- 
on, expects Aguilar tó nail an unprecedent- 
ed 11th championship in the Pro Open. 

‘Aguilar’ win actually doused cold water 
on earlier complaints that his oversized en- 
gine that may have violated the rule and 
regulations ofthe event. 


Masiello 
boots out 
Espedido 


SECOND SEED LUCA MASIELLO OF 
Italy sent Carlos Espedido, on 
last Filipinos standing in the qualify- 
ing round, out of the Phinma Inter- 
national Junior Tennis Champi- 
Onship by scoring a 6-3, 6-1 triumph 
yesterday at the Rizal Memorial Ten- 
nis Center. 

Playing his fist competitive tour- 
nament after a two-week layoff, Espe- 
dido, a 17-year-old student from De 
La Salle Zobel, never got his rhythm 
as he failed to come up with an an- 
swer to the steady baseline game of 
the taller and experienced Italian. 

"Нез a lot stronger and had a very 
good serve,” said Espedido, who earli 
ег defeated Phunhaphong Jinta- 


ЕЕЕ 


Italian. 


їп the main draw 
homegrown bets were elim 

Earlier, top seed Benjamin Wagland 
of Australia humbled Hu Hao-yang of 
Taipei , 62, 6.0; third seed Бел 


P4 


Zulkamain of Indonesia toppled 
Yoshiro Sekine of Japan 6-2, 6-0; and 
Artem Ilyushin of Russia defeated Fil- 
ipino Marco Polo Suntay, 6-1, 6-0, in | 
the boy's singles. 

In the distaff side, top seed Hayley 
Ericksen showed Kaede Hayase of 
Japan the door with a 6-3, 6-3 victory. 


SHORTLY AFTER HE WAS ELECTED 
president of the Philippine Olympic 
Committee їп 2004, former Tarlac Rep. 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco promised that 

; “building a new stadium is a top priori- 
ty in my POC presidency" 

He told this writer in an exclusive in- 
terview баг the outmoded Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex has outlived 
its usefulness, adding that “we cant get 
anywhere in our quest for an Olympic 
gold without a modem international- 
standard stadium with highly technical 
facilities where our athletes could train 
properly” 

Even though the country is cash- 
strapped, the 72-year-old Cojuangco 
said he would find ways to source out 
the funds needed to build the new 
complex. He said he has found an alter- 
native and ideal place to replace aging 
RMSC in Sacobia, Танас. 

“Sacobia is elevated, cool, pollution- 
free and safe," stressed Cojuangoo. Al 
though itis a part of de Clark Develop- 
ment Zone, Sacobia, which covers 
about 5,700 hectares, is still too far 


away from the controversial sites in 
Clark Field where toxic wastes left by 


When will RMSC be relocated? 


Manolo 4 
R. Inigo 


American servicemen were reportedly 
present. 

Since then, nothing was heard about 
the plan. Because of this, an update 
from the POC would be most wel- 
comed thu my email address 
coleen Jordyq@yahoo.com.ph. 


For the record, Cojuangco is not 
alone. 

In the 1950s, several top sports of- 
ficials, including members of the de- 
funct Philippine Amateur Athletic 
Federation headed by the late Anto- 
nio de las Alas, started the move to 
relocate the RMSC to а more suit- 
able, healthier and pollution-free lo- 
cation outside the city of Manil. 

‘These PAAF leaders sought the 
help of then President Carlos Р Gar- 


Gia to give them a grant transferring 
the RMSC to the area now occupied 
by the Quezon City Memorial Circle. 

However, Garcia disapproved the 
request because, my sources said, he 
was not properly briefed beforehand 
by members of the PAAF executive 
committee. 

Among those in the powerhouse 
delegation who called on Garcia 
were Education Secretary Manuel 
Lim, PAAF president Sen. Ambrosio 
Padilla, Executive Secretary Enrique 
Quema, PAAF secretary treasurer 
Serafin Aquino, Sen. Lorenzo Тайа- 
da, Rep. Jose Aldeguer, AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Manuel Cabal (President 
Fidel Ramos was his aide-de-camp 
then), Director of Public Schools Dr. 
Vitaliano Bernardino, former РОС 
president Col. Julian Malonso, Dr 
Fernando Bautista of the University 
of Baguio, lawyer Leonardo "Skip" 
Guinto, De Gamaliel Gonzalez, SSS 
Commissioner Ramon Gaviola and 
Cebu Rep. Eduardo Gullas. 


Much later, many suggested other 
alternative sites, including Muntinlupa 


which reader Mauricio Austria 
said “has never been flooded because it 
is about 300 meters above sea level and 
overlooks the scenic Laguna Bay and | 
the beautiful rooftops at the Ayala Ala- | 
bang subdivision and Susana Heights” | 

Said he: "The people of Muntinlupa | 
would prefer to have a modem sports 
compler in their cy rather than be | 
known fr фе infamous tag of | 

tuntinlupa Bilibid Prisons." | 
Other possible relocation sites ше | 
the cities of Tagaytay, Baguio and An- | 
tipolo, or farther down south, Cebu 
and Bacolod. 

Then considered one of the most 
modem and the best in Asia, the Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex was built at 
a cost of PLS million in 1936, when 
Jorge Vargas was the PAAR president. 

In 1932, President Manuel 1. Que 
zon spearheaded the construction of 
the RMSC in memory of national hero 
Dr Jose Rizal. Several events were held 
to raise funds for the project, including 
the sellout three-game baseball series 
in December 1934 fearuring American 
baseball legends Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig and Charlie Gehringer. 


“We had the ad- 
suis TUM | arene ceci 
ap td gr | Ste low post,” 
СЕТ said coach Boy 
jmin ol | Cabahug of the sev- 
Мааа Аво | Chimes Cebu 
Schools Athletic 


Foundation Inc. (Cesafi) champions. 

Berame came off the bench to finish 
with 21 points, 17 rebounds and four 
blocks. The 6-fo0t-6 bruiser even got more. 
good news when Toyota Balintawak an- 
nounced it had signed him up to play in 
the next PBL conference. 

‘The Eagles and the Lancers will fight for 
the title—and the PS00,000 scholarship 
that goes with it—at 4 p.m, tomorrow at 
The Arena. 

The scores: 

Fist Game 

UV 0—2ecne 21, Luga 20, Lanete 14. Майа 10. 
бриз 7, Demon S Star 3, Vani 

STI 71—Wictuan 25 Tongo & Poro 8, Ror 8, Bal- 
тер. Cabangon 6, Mendoza 4 onm 2 Matayo 2. 

(бәле 20-14, 38.32, 55-49, 80:71 

Second Game, 

ATENEO 802-770 19, Arao 17. Passi 13, Long 
18 Baracoso 9, Escueta 8, Моно 5, Bain 4, Baidos 2 
Aira 2. Surainog 0 

UST GE- Abdo 22. Mirza 14. Alea 13. Cruz 8 Can- 
las Gana Est 2 Soriano 0, Basa 0, Basle Û, 
Tier û Dam à Conr. 

Quarters 17-11, 4028 6948 628 


SPORTSWATCH 


Ramirez, Cojuangco 


head PSA Forum guests 
A THREE-IN-ONE OFFERING, FEATUR- 
Ing three big sports events in the com 
ing weeks, makes up Tuesday's session 
oftne PSA Forum a the Shakey's United 
Мате Avs branch 

nv guests ar Philippine Sports 
Commission char Wilam Ramirez, 
Philippine Olympie Commitee present 
Peping Cojuangco, newly elected Philip 
pine Football Federation president Jose 
Mari Martinez and Cathy Fl 


Anniversary 4-cock derby 
THE MUCH-AWAITED ANNIVERSARY 4- 
cock derby at Elorde Cockpit Stadium in 
Sucat Road, Parafiaque is scheduled 
Tuesday starting at 3 p.m. 

Promoted by businessman/sports- 
man Johnny Elorde, the derby is in cele- 
bration of the cockpits 14th year and of- 
fers a guaranteed prize of P300.000. Pot 
money is pegged at P8,800 with the 
handler and the gaffer of the winning en- 
try receiving P20,000 and P10,000, re- 

ely. The fastest Kill will also re- 
ceive P30,000. 


Bakbakan championship 
THE RECORD-SHATTERING NFGB Bak- 
bakan National 10-stag derby, which at- 
tracted 1,463 entries from ай over the 
country, enters its grand championship 
today at Araneta Coliseum. 

The champion and runners-up will re- 
ceive their trophies and prizes right after 
tonight's last fight, said Ricoy Palmares 
Jr. president of the organizing National 
Federation of Gamefowl Breeders 
(МЕбВ). 

Wills Nicolas of Cagayan Valley leads 
the series with nine wins and one loss. 


Pasig weights submission 
SUBMISSION OF WEIGHTS (1.8 KG to 
2.4 ka) wil be held today in connection 
withthe Cock Season Opener 4-cock 
derby of Pasig Square Garden. 

Competition starts tomorrow, featur- 
ing the 2-cock eliminations. Another 
qualifying round wil be staged on Dec. 1 
while the final sizzles on Dec. 3. 

For an entry fee of P7,700, the win- 
ners wil get a guaranteed prize of P1.2 
milion, Hosts are George and Danny Ty 
and Manny Berbano. For details, сай 648 
“5858 and 646-5826, 
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Race 2— (Ort Aler Ale (1), Мапата (9). 
ea Scooter G), Cary Over 2) 

Rate 3- OUI) Pur Emery (8), Proust (7), 
Cratscre (1) aper d 

Race 4— (ri Tgarwod (1) Saazam (4), Wind 
and oo ($) Duraragundong (6) 

Race S- (Qn Doncons Enry (6, Lady Beware 
3) Sraarous (5), Desert Breeze (2) 

‘Race {OVI отоу of Fr (6), Via Treasure 
(@) Som Sgna (9, Touchmenot 2) 

Race I Peta Lack of Love (IO) Pinos 
Legs (1), Lovey Таа (1 Paribugho (10, 
‘Wa U Wil dj 

Race 8 (pe GOI) Crea Talent (9) Fie A 
азн (1) Odyssey C Yao Man (7 BM Baby 
16}. Dow Jones G) 
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Dimakiling stays in contention 


Standings alter их rounds: 

5 points. N (Ghina), C (China) 

45-—W. So (RP. M. Paragua (RP). O. Dimakling (RP), R. Dableo (RP). R. Andador (RP) 

4. Gonzales (RP), J. Sadorra (RP), В. Nadera (RP), Z Zhong (Singapore), N. A: Dung (Vietnam), R. Li 
(China), W Zhou (China), D. T. Hai (Vietnam) 

313ê Torra (AP), О. Barbosa (RP), А. Bancod (RP). E. Senador (RP). R. Nolte (RP). H. Nouri (RP), D. 
Balcer (RP), F. әп (RP), X: Zhang (China), Tirto (Indonesia), S. Wahyudi (Indonesia), L Yu (China). O: 
Huang (China), W. Yu (Ching), N. Sur (Indonesia) 


ByRoy Luarca 


IT WAS INTERNATIONAL MASTER OLIVER DIMAKILING’S 
tum to gain ground in the sixth round of the 2007 President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo Cup international chess championship 
at the Duty Free Fiesta Mall in Paranaque City late Sunday. 


‘The Turin chess Olympian bested 
fellow Filipino Dino Ballecer with the 
white pieces to climb to a share of third 
to seventh places with countrymen 
Grandmaster Mark Paragua, GM-can- 
didates Wesley So and Ronald Dableo 
and unheralded Rolando Andador 
with 4.5 points out of a perfect six. 

‘They were only half a point behind 
top seed GM Ni Hua and Li Chao, both 
of China. 

Ni, the highest-rated player in the 
nine-round Swiss system event with an 
Elo of 2641, halted Li's five-game win- 
ning streak in the featured sixth-round 
encounter. 


‘The 23-year-old Paragua, bidding to 
regain his stature as the country's high- 
cest-ranked player, drew with Andador 
in another all-Filipino encounter. 

So, only 14, and Dableo agreed to 
halve the point, while Nadera 
trounced Alex Milagrosa. 

Filipino GM-candidate Jayson Gon- 
zales and Singapore-based Filipino 
Julio Sadorra were in a big bunch at 
4.0 points. 

Chinese WGM Zhang Jilin showed 
her mettle when she upended IM Chito 
Garma. 

Teener Cristy Lamiel Bernales also 
showed her mettle by downing three- 


WOMAN GM Zhang Jilin ponders her next move against Wesley So. 


time Olympian WIM Beverly Mendoza 
inan all-female duel. 

Other sixth-round results saw IM 
Ronald Bancod outplay Victor Bruce 
Lluch, Surya Wahyudi of Indonesia 
down Voltaire Sevillano, Emmanuel 
Senador trip Robert Suelo Jr., E 
Fernandez stop WGM Gu Xuaobing of 


| 


1 1L 


China, Richard Bitoon humble Rodrigo 


Atotubo, FM Roderick Nava subdue 
Rodolfo Panopio Jr and IM-candidate 
Kim Steven Yap trounce Christopher 
Castellano. 

Dimakiling was tangling with Ni 
while So was battling Li in the seventh 
round at presstime, 


Camacho, other 
RP bets do good 


ANTALYA, — TURKEY—CHERADEE 
Chardine Camacho is keeping the Fil- 
ipinos' bid alive in the World Youth 
Chess Championships at ће Limra Ho- 
tel here. 

The 14-year-old Camacho chalked up 
five wins, two draws and one loss to gain 
a share of fourth to ninth places after 
eight rounds in the girls 14 years old and 
under category. 

Camacho trails top seed WGM Nazi 
Paikidze of Georgia by а point and 
Katarzyna Adamowicz of Poland and 
WEM Desi Cori of Peru by half a point. 

Haridas Pascua, Кай Victor Ochoa and 
Paulo James Florendo are also doing well 
in the boys’ 14, 16 and 18 years old and 
under categories. 

Pascua is tied for 15th to 26th places 
with 5.5 points, one a half point behind 
solo leader FM Santosh Vidit of ini 

Ochoa chalked up 4.5 points, good for 
a tie for 36th place, while Florendo has 
five points, two points behind Ivan Popov 
of Russia. 


Tougher Bautista 


faces Meza Dec. 2 эш ( 


REY “BOOM BOOM” BAUTISTA 
has learned his lesson. He will 
seek redemption when he tan 
gles with Mexican toughie An 
tonio "Barrio" Meza on Dec. 2 at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

Sent to the canvass twice and 
handed his first loss by Mexican 
Daniel Ponce de Leon right in the 
fist round in his last outing, 
Bautista now knows that his 
punching power wont suffice 
Hes got to leam to evade kiler 
blows as well 

Toward this end, Bautista has 


FOR JOEY ORDUNA, SIMPLY 
winning the Overall Mini- 
ROK crown wasn't enough. 
He had to do it with aplomb. 

The 12-year-old Orduna of 
R2R-Tuason Racing Team 
capped a dominant season by 
posting a sweep in the champi- 
onship leg of the 2007 National 
Karting Super Series at the Car- 
mona Circuit Philippines. 

Orduna, a Grade 6 student. 
‘of Maria Montessori School, 
showed near-perfect driving to 
post the fastest laptime of 
48.991 seconds and turn back 
Cebuano rivals Jet Calderon 
and Tonyo Carcel for the over- 
all ide. 

He completed the 15-lap fi- 
nal race in 12 minutes and 
13.498 seconds to beat 


JOEY Orduna cruises to victory. 


Orduna routs field 


trained religiously at che ALA Gym 
and another world-ranked Fil- 
ipino fighter—Z "The Dream" 
Gorres—swears his stable mate is 
now a more complete fighter. 
"Boom Boom has been working 
heavily to prepare for this fight,” 
said Gorres. “But more than that, 
һе has added head movement 
and other defensive stuff to com- 
plement his offensive arsenal." 
‘The 21-year-old Bautista will 
headline the Payback card pro- 
moted by Third Force Promotions. 
andABCS. Salven L. Lagumbay 


Calderon by 11 seconds and 
bring his total to 543 points. 

“ts now or never, that’s why 
Igove ital got; said Orduna, 
who lauded Petron, Standard 
Insurance, Ford Racing, Oakley 
Aces Tuason Racing, AmbiPur, 
Goodyear, TonyKart, HIC Auto 
Helmets, AIM Racing Gauges, 
ROR Racing Suits and Alpines 
tars Racing Apparel for backing 
his campaign. 

Orduna also cited the sup- 
роп given by his parents Jake 
and Zeny and sister Andrea as 
major factors in his six victories, 
three at the Carmona Circuit 
Philippines and one each at the 
Batangas Racing Circuit, En- 
chanted Kingdom and the 
Boomland Track, out ofeight 
races. Roy Luarca 


Pagadian rips Malaysia 5 


TAGAYTAY CITY—THE PAGADI- 
an Explorers whipped the Nation- 
al Basketball League Selection of 
Malaysia, 90-78, Sunday to clinch 
a semifinal slot in the 2007 Tagay- 
tay-NBC Intemational Invitational 
Cup tournament at the Tolentino 
Sports and Activity Center here. 
Montaña Pawnshop-Davao also 
advanced to the semifinals by 
crushing Indonesia's Stadium 
squad, 70-49, in the other match. 
‘The Explorers of Mayor Sam- 
my Co and the Jewellers of busi- 
nessman Armando Quibod con- 
trolled the games throughout. 
‘The games pitting the Explor- 
ers against the Jewellers and 
the GenSan Pacman Warriors of 


boxing icon Manny Pacquiao 
against host Tagaytay Spring 
Cooking Oil were scheduled 
late yesterday. The winners will 
dispute the title tomorrow. 

PAGADIAN 90—Orguilas 21, Salus 
14, би 13, Sngeo 10, Sngetis б, Sant 
ago 6, Vitr Ayuk 4 Pamaran 3, 
Haron’, Est 2, Cran 2, Benitez 2 
Sera 0. Darga 

MALAYSIA 7ê We 22. Gantos 19, 
һа 10, Sanz 10. Tan 7. Соот 6 
Sonos, Soon 3: Bunu 2. 

Carers: 25-17, 4635, 73-50, 90:78 

DAVAO 70—Jewod 12, Ayson 10, 
Poloyapoy B, Lamocta 8, ала б, Can 
as б. raga 5 Cave 4, aa, Рата 
биз Dawal2 

INDONESIA 49 — Marty 10, Racing 8, 
рапйана 8, Rame 5. Tambayong 4, 
Smet 4 Purwana 3 Widatmo Pardo 3 

Charters: 1614, 23-17, 57-37, 104. 
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KABAYAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION FOR SUPPORTING, 
DEVELOPING AND EMPOWERING THE YOUTH (KOSDEY) 


laa 57 Sam 
a типй ın an outof-the way elementary school 
JOLO EMERGENCY RESCUE NETWORK 


Jsociery (errs) 
Project Entry: Adopt-A-Libeary Project 
[cu afitates contributed to the 
development of à culture of reading 

y first donating ther collection of 
storybooks, textbooks and other reading 
materias and eventually establishing 


Project Entry: KOSDEY Cultural "A" dvocacy Campaign 
KOSOCY conducts cultural research camps and prints 
этим digests to ratiy he youth in ther community to 


Project Entry: Establishment of an 
Emergency Medical System In Jolo 
Realizing the need to have trained 
medical frst-responders provide pre- 
hospital care whenever necessary, the 
young people in the conflict laden 
Community helped Institue the area's ES! 


= 


ur нон sexo этирент солма. 
Project Entry: Academic Mentoring Program! Ё 
Council members implement educational. p 
intervenon programs that гез рой / | 
of volunteers that help other public school — 
students cope with academic difficulties, 


KAPANSANAN AY AKIBAT SA KAUNLARAN 
Project Entry: Making Rehabilitation 
Services Accessible for Children 

with Special Needs 

Members make rehabilitation services 
such as occupational and speech 
therapies and special education 


j р 
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Business by making п passe for some families to own анаа 


ta help augment ther financial burdens. ү 
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affordable to children with special needs, 
Thich also include workshops and seminars гон also include 
Workshops and seminars for family members. 


UP SANDIGAN 
Project Entry: Reach for Моге 
MO Mes (Health Education, 
Outreach Program, Medical 
Consultation and Patient 
‘Counseting/Libreng Serbisyo 
at Gamot) 
Organization officers and 
members implement a comprehensive program consisting 
or tree medical consultations and access to effective, yet 
Y affordable medicines ta help improve the health status 
Of a community, 


INCLUSIVE YOUTH CENTER (ҮС) 

‘Project xy: Empowering Young People for a Barrier Free Community 

|| members implement аваышну advocacy, education and capabilty 
buiding. employment assistance and community development 

programs to enable the cifferently-ebled to ive Independently 

эз well as have ther, together with the rest of the members 

of the community understand and empathize with each other. 
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KING JAMES STRIKES AGAIN: Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James (right) drives around Indiana Pacers forward Danny Granger on his way to yet another triple-double performance. 
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LeBron does it all in Cavs victory 


Boozer, Williams shine as Jazz end home winning streak of Pistons 


INDIANAPOLIS—LEBRON JAMES HAD 
his fourth triple-double of the season, 
and the Cleveland Cavaliers beat the In- 
diana Pacers, 111-106, Sunday for their 
third straight win. 

‘The National Basketball Association's 
leading scorer finished with 30 points, 11 
rebounds and 10 assists. 

Te was the 14th time 
he had double figures in 
three statistical cate- 
gories in his NBA career 
and his second straight 
after registering 37 points, 12 rebounds 
and 12 assists їп Cleveland's 111-108 vic- 
tory over the Toronto Raptors Saturday. 

Drew Gooden had 23 points and 12 re 


GAME TODAY (Basketbal TV) 
11:30am—Houstonvs LA 
Gippers (replay at 9 p.m.) 


points and five assists for the Cavaliers, 

In Aubum Hills, Michigan, Carlos 
Boozer had 36 points and 11 rebounds 
and a healthy Deron Williams added 21 
points and 14 assists to help the Utah Jazz 
end the Detroit Pistons’ perfect home run 
with a 103-93 victory on Sunday. 

"The Pistons had won 
four straight at home be- 
fore being held to 39.5 
percent shooting by the 
Jazz. 

With Rasheed Wal- 
Jace injured, the Pistons had no one to 
contain Boozer, who was a stunning 17 of 
20 from the floor 

“You could see how much quicker he 


his shot,” Boozer said of Williams. 

Williams, fit to play for the first time in 
weeks after having an ingrown toenail re- 
moved, connected on six of 13 field-goal 
attempts and eight of 10 free throws to go 
with his double-figure assists. 

“He just seemed like a different player 
out there than the last like five or six 
games,” Boozer added. 

Boozer showed why, scoring 14 points 
in the second quarter—two less than the 
Pistons did as a team—when the Jazz 
took a 57-50 lead, closing with a 20:7 

Wiliams had seven of his 10 first-half 
assists in the deciding second period. 

“We wanted to just push the tempo,” 


like we can run against They like to slow 
it down, like to beat you up. We tried to 
push it against them a little bir, get some 
easy shots, easy layups, get our confi- 
dence going." 

Th Seattle, Tim Duncan scored 26 
points and San Antonio scored the first 12 
points of the third quarter to break away 
fora 116-101 win over the SuperSonics. 

Manu Ginobili and Tony Parker each 
scored 22 for the Spurs, who at 12-2 are 
off to their best start after 14 games in 
team history—one game better than last 

Reserve Wally Szczerbiak scored 27, 
including a season-high 20 for the Sonics 
in the second quarter, and Kevin Durant 


for-15 shooting for Seattle, which 
matched its worst start since its inaugural 
season of 1967-68. The Sonics are 0-6 at 
eyArena, their worst home start ever. 

At Los Angeles, Jason Kidd had 15 
points and 14 assists to help New Jersey 
‘overcome Kobe Bryant’s 31 points and 
beat the Lakers, 102-100. 

Richard Jefferson had 27 points forthe 
Nets, who have won three straight follow- 
ing a six-game losing streak. Vince Carter 
had 19 points in a reserve role and Bost- 
Jan Nachbar scored nine of his 15 points 
inthe fourth quarter 

Bryant, Kidd's teammate on the US na- 
tional team, made 15 straight free throws 
before missing а clutch foul shot with 6.1 


bounds, and Sasha Pavlovic added 22 was, how much crisper his passes were, 


Williams said. “This is a team that we feel 


ended a shooting slump with 25 on 11- 


seconds to go. 


Beckham still wants to play for England рз sprinter, Ethiopian 
lung-buster get awards 


SYDNEY—DAVID BECKHAM SAYS HE Is 
eager to help England qualify for the 2010. 
World Cup and claim his 100th internation- 
al cap. 

The 32-year-old former England captain, 
here to appear for his US club LA Galaxy in 
an exhibition match on Tuesday, believes he 
has the experience and passion to play on 
for his country. 

“1 want to go on and I believe that 1 can,” 
Beckham said Monday. "I believe that I've 
got the experience and the passion still to 
Play for my county. 

“Thope when the next manager comes in 


BOSTON—THE UNBEATEN NEW 
England Patriots rallied in the 
fourth quarter to beat the Philadel- 
phia Eagles, 31-28, and celebrate 
wrapping up their divisional title 

on Sunday. 

Laurence Maroney scored on a 
four-yard run to put the Patriots 
(11-0) in the lead with 7:20 to 

9| play and Asante Samuel made 
ДД) his second interception of the 

" game minutes later as New 

ый: England continued its bid to become the 

TAKEO Spikes ofthe Philadelphia Eagles tackles first NEL team since the 19/2 Mian! Dol 

Kevin Faulk (top) of the New England Patriots. e V phins to go undefeated in a regular season. 


Marda Hotline «^ 85-MAZDA (85562932) 
Mazda Alabang « 772-3168 to 63 * Mazda Greenhills ^ 722-1102 * Mazda 
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he will give me that chance, but we'll have 
towait and see.” 

Beckham set up one of England's goals in. 
last week's 3-2 European championship 
qualifier loss to Croatia which wasnt 
enough to save England's skin, or that of 
manager Steve McClaren, who was 
promptly sacked. 

Beckham, however, considers his Eng- 
land days far from over and his internation. 
al thoughts have turned to the looming 
qualifiers for the 2010 World Cup. 

"We've got to go in with a positive frame 
of mind,” he said. AFP 


Patriots keep slate clean 


‘The Patriots, who had already clinched 
the АРС East tide when the Buffalo Bills 
were beaten 36-14 by Jacksonville, were al- 
most upset when the Eagles, sparked by 
quarterback AJ Feeley and an aggressive de- 
fense, led 28.24 before Maroney scored. 

The Eagles made one more bid, driving to 
the New England 29 and to within range of. 
a tying field goal but Samuel sealed the win 
with his interception of Feeley’ pass. 

“It was not surprising,” Samuel said when 
asked about the Eagles, who were without 
injured starting quarterback Donovan McN- 
abb. “They have a great, West Coast offense 
and we played terrible.” 


Makati ^ 751-2235 to 36 
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MONTE CARLO, MONACO— 
World champion sprinter 
Tyson Gay and middle-dis- 
tance runner Meseret Defar 
won World Athlete of the Year 
awards on Sunday. 

Gay won the 100 and 200 
meters at the world champi- 
onships in Osaka, Japan, and 
was part of the victorious 400 
relay team. That made him the 
fourth man to win three golds 
ata single worlds. 

“То follow in Carl Lewis! 
footsteps is just a great honor,” 
said Gay, referring to the first 
man to win the award in 1988. 
“1 honestly think that I need to 
have the world record like 
some of the other great sprint. 
ers like Carl Lewis, Maurice 
Greene. I think that sets you 
арап” 

The 25-year-old Gay also 
‘won the Jesse Owens Award 
earlier this month as the out- 
standing men's track athlete in 
the United States for 2007. 

Defar set the two-mile world 
record at the Van Damme 
Memorial meet on Sept. 14, 


smashing her own mark by al- 
most 12 seconds. The Ethiopi- 
an finished in 8 minutes, 58.58 
seconds. 

‘The 23-year-old Defar also 
set world records in the 5,000 
and the indoor 3,000 earlier in 
the season, and won the 5,000. 
atthe Aug. 25-Sept. 2 worlds in 
Osaka, Japan. 

“1 dont have words to de- 
scribe how happy I am,” said 
Defar, who won all her races 
this season. "This is very special 
for Ethiopian women. Those 
who struggle very hard and 
who don't have very many op- 
portunities to achieve the high- 
est Jevels of athletics.” 

Jamaican Asafa Powell won 
meris performance of the year 
for his world-record time of 
9.74 seconds in the 100 me- 
ters, setin Italy, in September. 

High jump world champion 
Blanka Vlasic of Croatia won 
the women's award by clearing 
247 meters in Stockholm, 
Sweden, coming closer to the 
2.09-meter mark that has stood 
Tor two decades. AP 
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Q3 GDP ш seen at 6.1-7.1% f 


Neda: ’07 growth may be scheme 


In '08, peso 
RP'sstrongestin 30 years covers 
seen to reach QUEEN 8 n unpaid 


ну! Ss ere estate taxes: 
38 toa dollar ا‎ YY vois = $ ı THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY MAY HAVE EXPAND- ё 
SUA. е | usemman йїп the third quarter by as much as 7.1 percent 9? 
DUREE [р-мәар ‘TM a year earlier setting it on course for its EB Ayala 
strongest growth in over three decades this year, ће raigeg PGB 
National Economic and Development Authority 


{iN TRIS ISSUE 


THE COUNTRY'S SECOND BIGGEST LEN- 
der Banco de Oro—EPCI expects the peso to 
appreciate to as much as 38:51 next year on 


e ete e SrOCK MARKET cup through 
lar and impro macroeconom- 
je fundamentals Shares up 1.2% PSE COMPOSITE INDEX ‘Augusto Santos, acting direc- grow to 8 percent by 2009 as- Б. 

In his macroeconomic outlook for 2008, eee лоев tor general of the Neda, yeter, suming that the county sus- эзер 
BDO chief strategist Jonathan Ravelas sid „Зз ры гш = = ау told reporters that third tains its structiral reforms. һоп float /B4 
that the foreign exchange market however шуш “г E growth could come in 1а its global weekly monitor 3 
wouldleyremainvolatleamd,gienthel- gr bargain hunters took [-— — —34 ween 6.1 and 7.1 peroent _ dated Nov 23, Lehman Br Agia 
cal pesos strong performance, a correction thair eas om Wall Sheets — 77 i If the country’s gross domes- ers expressed optimism that the 
may be forthcoming. NT О tie product were tohit7 percent country could even top this shares 

Ravelas projected that any pullback for ong siwe USN MS in the July-Sept period from а year’s economic performance. 
atya viu be Hinr t 464 Pie ede oer year earlier the full year perfor. According to Santos, song rebound ori 

“Strong OFW (overseas Filipino workers) 58910 pee. тпапсе would likely be 7 per- production from the agriculture 


remittances, along with portfolio flows, will 


cent—the country’s strongest sector and increasing income US retail 
help keep the currency on the stronger side,” 


The composite index added 42.85 points to 3,537.29, off a high of performance since 1976. from the services sector are but 


а 30078 Rie кошек Waele te ec el ea ; 
Raves said, "Фи te curency will remain The broader al-sharendexrose 2.14 points to 2.15685 о ee юк yen. 
Ravelas said the governments healthier fis- SHARES? pects the Philippine economy to @oores Up /B5 


cal position and the countrys sustained 


iret wies Small borrowers in limbo as NHMFC wash off hands 


From a high of 5.3 percent in 2002, the 


governments fiscal dehcitto-GDP (gross do- By Daxim L. Lucas assets, however has affected small bor- Maravilla said in an interview: “Sudden- der, as well as to spur the creation of a 
mestic product) ratio has slid to 1.1 percent as EE rowers like Alex Maravilla, and atleast iy they wanted to foreclose our home.” secondary market for mortgages. 
ofend-2006. — two other employees of Sunvar Devel- According to the National Home “Partof our mandate is to help devel- 
“A balanced budget seems to be the order IT IS NO EXAGGERATION TO SAY opment Corp, who Mortgage and Fi- op securitization [of loans] in the coun- 
in 2008," Raves said, cing the govem- that the Special Purpose Vehicle Act woke up one day о SPECIAL REPORT nance Corp. (NHM- пу said the agency's president Joseph 
ments target to wipe out the deficit by next has breathed new life into the local fi- find that their govern. FO), itsold off P13 bil- Peters. Sison. 
аг. nancial system by allowing lenders to ment housing loans have been sold to lion worth of housing loans to private  Maravilla's loan, he said, was likely 


‘But he added that a sovereign credit rating unburden themselves of billions of Bahay Financial Services (BFS), a firm entities Balikatan Housing Finance Inc. part of the 52,000 accounts transferred. 
upgrade would not be likely given uncertain- pesos worth of bad loans. they had never dealt with in the past. аа its service provider BFS, as part of to BFS. 
мавз The rush to clean up nonperforming “We don't even know who they are.” ап effort to put is financial house in or- mus 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


JTHEBUREAU OF INTERNAL REV- 
eiu has issued a circular clarifying 
thpt Gnpaid estate taxes are covered 
by the ongoing Tax Amnesty Pro- 
gram, 

‘Revenue Memorandum Circular 
Ro. 29-07 was issued amid confi- 
‘sion among taxpayers on whether 
estate taxes were covered by the 
program. 

The Tax Amnesty Law and its im- 
plementing rules and regulations— 
which are both clear in covering in- 
„cüme, value-added and other major 
Хауеб аге silent on whether indi- 
viduals who have unpaid estate tax- 
es may apply for amnesty. 

Revenue officials, however, have 
stated in the past that~the Tax 
‘Amnesty Law encompassed all unpaid 
taxes in previous years up to 2005. 

Estate tax is charged on individu- 
als who automatically inherit real 
property as a result of death of the 
original owner of the said property. 

The BIR said in a staterhent that 
the property's fair market value at 
the time of death of the original 
owner, and not the value in 2005, 
‘would be considered in computing 


223.0 
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the net worth, which would be the 
basis in computing the S-percent 
amnesty tax. 

According to the BIR, “net worth” 
is the difference between the assets 
and liabilities of the original owner 
ofthe property. 

In the same circular, the BIR also 
said that individuals who have defi- 
ciency in the payment of taxes оп 
,pne-time, tyansactions—such as 
“capital gains tax and documentary 
stamp tax on sale of real proper- 
ty—could also apply for amnesty. 

‘The BIR clarified, however, that 
individuals qualified for amnesty 
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Tax amnesty scheme covers unpaid estate taxes 


Law covers all unpaid taxes in past years up to ‘05 


were only those who were short on 
their tax payment. This means that 
those who did not at all pay any tax 
оп the sale of real property are dis- 
qualified from the amnesty program. 

In the case of deficient taxes on 
sale of real property, the S-percent 
amnesty tax will be computed 
based on the “increase” in the indi- 
vidual's net worth, and not directly 
on the net worth. 

Revenue Commissioner Lilian 
Hefti made an appeal to concerned 
individuals to avail themselves of 
the tax amnesty so they could have 
а worry-free holiday season and 
start with a clean slate next year. 

‘The Tax Amnesty Law, passed by 
both Houses of Congress last Feb. 7, 
prohibits the implementation of a 
Other tax amnesty program after 
the current one lapses. 

This provision is to let the public 
know that the government will ло 
longer offer amnesty programs in 
the future. It is intended to discour- 
age the people from not paying 
their taxes correctly. 

The law gives immunity to quali- 
fied applicants from prosecution. 
Applicants need to pay an amnesty 
tax of 5 percent (either of net 
worth or increase in. 
net worth) or other 
prescribed 
amounts, whichev- 
er is higher. The 
prescribed amounts 
are based on the 
types of taxpayers 
and their capitaliza- 
ton (for corpora- 
tions). 

BIR officials and 
Congressman Dani- 
lo Suarez, author of 
the Tex Amnesty 
Law, have been con- 
ducting roadshows 
nationwide to invite 
concerned taxpay- 
ers to avail them- 
selves of е 
amnesty 


Dinner tickets are now available. Booths for rent. For more details please cali 
Ms. Bernie Tiongkiao at 831-6495, 831-6680 or 551- 4663. 
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Justice 


OKAY, SOME 50 INDIVIDUAL INDEED ARE 
marching from Bukidnon ай the way to 
Malacafang. 

Reports say that they аге actually “farm- 
ers,” who are demanding that this adminis- 
tration award to them a 144-hectare property. 
in Sumilao town in that province under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program. 
You know, that same CARP! 

Nobody can doubt that the protest march 
makes for good media mileage. 

From where sit, however, the whole thing 
smacks of “emotional blackmail,” similar to 
what the wife carries out when she does пог 
get what she wants! 

It seems that the “farmers” are resorting to 
this dramatic march, complete with media 
coverage and all that jazz, because the 
Supreme Court many years ago ruled—with 
finality—that those 144 hectares were ex- 
empted from land reform. 

In other words, it is not really about "jus- 
tice,” as media would want to call the dra- 
matic protest march 

‘The Supreme Court already ruled on the 
сазе, right? When it comes to justice, you 
cannot go any higher than that! 

The property actually belongs to the 
Quisumbing family of Cebu who, in tum, 
bought it from the Carlos family some 30 
years ago. 

The Quisumbing group then leased it to 
Philippine Packing Corp., otherwise known 
as “Del Monte.” When the lease expired 
about 10 years ago, the group then got the 
САВР exemption by converting it into agro- 
industrial use. 

The Supreme Court noted that the sup- 
posed “farmers” were not even tenants of n 
the property, and that they were only season- 
al workers in the pineapple plantation of Del 
Monte when the property was leased to the 
company. 

Eligible beneficiaries under the land re- 
form program, according to the court ruling, 
are “tenants” and “farmers” and “regular 
farmworkers” who are landless. 

Now, according to reports, some of the 
leaders of the march from Bukidnon to Mala- 
cafiang are beneficiaries of CARP based on 
records of the Department of Agrarian Re- 
form. 

Hmmm! Do you think that they still want. 
more? 


CLT Realty Development Corp. (CLT) sent 
the following statement on the Maysilo estate 
issue that pits the company against Manotok 
Realty Inc. and Araneta Institute of Agricul- 
ture. The issue is with the Supreme Court be- 
cause of the petition of Manotok and Araneta 
to reverse the courts earlier decision favoring 
ar 

"While CLT Realty refrained from publish- 
ing or causing to be published in media the 
circumstances pertaining to the pending case 
and instead stood firm in its faith of having its 
сазе decided in the proper forum at all levels 
and patiently waited for the wheels of justice 
to take their course, it is forced to break its si- 
ence to defend its position on the issue. 

"The fact is that the decision of the SC in 
November 2005 in favor of CLT Realty is 
merely an affirmation of three separate deci- 
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sions ofthe Court of Appeals which in tum af- 
firmed three separate decisions of the trial 
courts rendered after trial on the merits dating 
as far back as two decades ago. The campaign 
of Manotok and Araneta subverts the entire 
20-year legal process that has taken place 
wherein the land tile to Maysilo of the two 
petitioners were voided by the decisions of the 
SC, Court of Appeals and trial courts. Trying 
the cases all over again by asking the Supreme 
Court to remand the cases to the lower courts 
for another full-blown trial is unjust. 

“A remand perpetuates injustice since it will 
result in a recltigation of issues already set 
ed through long protracted trials in all cases, 
which litigation spanned a period of more 
than two decades. А re-rial is highly improp- 
er because all the parties presented all their 
evidence before the trial courts already, after 
‘which the trial courts concluded that the titles 
of Manotok and Araneta are void. A retrial 
sets a very dangerous precedent [for] every 
losing litigant going to the Supreme Court 
asking that its case be tried again and again 
even after decades of lengthy litigation 
wherein it already presented its evidence in 
ful. 

“CLT also wants to clarify the following 
points: 

“The subject matter of the three pending 
cases is not 300 hectares, The Araneta-Dim- 
son case involves 50 hectares, the Manotok- 
CLT Realty case involves 20 hectares and the 
Sto. Niho-CLT Realty case involves three 
hectares. The total area of CLT Realty prop- 
eny is only 80 hectares. 

“CLT Realty is not claiming the North Lu- 
zon Expressway (NLEx). It is only claiming 
that portion recently expropriated by the Toll 
Regulatory Board for the expansion of the 
NLEx’s toll booths which involves an area of 
Jess than three (3) hectares, 

“No government land is involved in these 
cases. The intervention of the Republic of the 
Philippines is premised on йз alleged interest 
to protect the Torren System. In fact, the inter- 
vention of the Republic was opposed precisely 
оп the ground that only private lands are in- 
volved and that it has no cause of action or 
prayer for reversion of the lands to the State. 

“The alleged fabrication of Dimson’s title is 
based on a report of the Land Registration 
Authority (LRA) which has already been 
struck down by the Supreme Court in Heirs 
of Luis Gonzaga vs. Court of Appeals, 261 
SCRA 327. 

"In the Gonzaga case, the Supreme Court 
declared the report inherently inadmissible 
and incompetent, hence, cannot be given 
weight or probative. The Supreme Court also 
stressed therein that said report suffers from 
congenital infirmity as it could not have pos- 
sibly overruled the final decisions of the vari- 
ous branches of the then Courts of First In- 
stance of Rizal.” 


Nido data gathering in Palawan 
delayed due to bad weather 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE PERSISTENCE OF BAD WEATHER in 
Palawan has prompted Australia-based 
Nido Petroleum Ltd. to suspend for a few 
days its acquisition of seismic data for two 
service contract areas. 

In a disclosure to the Australian Stock 
Exchange, Nido managing director David 
Whitby said the acquisition of seismic data 
оп Service Contracts 58 and 63 would re- 
sume when the weather clears. 

The company, however, was stil on track 
to completing its seismic campaign, the 
largest in its history, by end January he said. 

For SC 58, Nido is using the MV Pacific 
Titan to gather 661 square kilometers of 3D 
and 2,350 kilometers of 2D seismic over the 
Northwest Palawan contract area. 

Аз of Nov. 19, the survey was already 31 
percent complete and would be finished by 
'end-January 2008, subject to the weather 
condition, Whitby said. 

‘The survey started оп Nov. 1. 

The survey on SC63, which PNOC Explo- 
ration Corp. operates and in which Nido 


Shares up 1.2% 


‘There were 80 advancers and 23 declin. 
ers, while SO stocks were steady. 

A total of 2.7 billion shares worth P3.8 
billion changed hands. 

“It seems foreign investors are back and 
nibbling at discounted share prices,” said 
Nestor Aguila of DA Market Securities 
“The market may resume its downtrend 
bur, given a strong domestic economy, any 
weakness in prices presents a buying op- 
portunity.” 

Following the composite index's 2.9 per- 


has а stake, would likely be completed by 
the end of this month. 

As of Nov. 23, the survey was 63 percent 
complete. ; 

The first part of Nido's massive seismic 
campaign, the one on SC 54, was complet- 
ей on Oct. 30. Processing of the 165 square 
kilometers of new 3D seismic data was cur- 
rently being processed by CGGVeritas, 
Singapore, Whitby said. 

"The 2007 seismic program is multi- 
faceted, with SC 54 and SC 58 focused on 
delivering a drilling portfolio through 3D ac- 
quisition over five high-graded areas. In SC 
63, the objective is to accelerate the 2D seis- 
mic program in order to bring this large 
block to а level of maturity similar to SC 54 
and SC 58 as quickly as possible," Nido head 
‘of exploration Jon Patilo had earlier said. 

“On completion of our 2007 program 
and within the space of about 12 months, . 
Nido will have covered the majority of its’ 
exploration acreage with an extensive grid 
of high quality 3D and 2D seismic data on 
which to build the company's prospect and 
lead portfolio,” he added. 


cent drop last week, valuations have Ъё- 
come more attractive, 

Bur there were bouts of profit-taking 
Monday, indicating that investors are stil 
treading cautiously. 

“By now, everyone is tired of hearing 
about the subprime woes, the credit crisis, 
and the apparent weakness ofthe US econ- 
оту” said Prince Yeung of AB Capital Secu- 
rities. 

"However, th 
sues will persist,” he added. 


sad reality is that these is- 
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From page BI 
ties on the govem- 
ments revenue flows 
outside of large pri- 
vatization initiatives. 

Nevertheless, the 
greater leeway on the 
fiscal front is seen to 
support the country's 
growth momentum. 

"The 2007 eco 
nomic numbers cor- 
roborates the picture 
of robust economic 
expansion, Ravelas 
said. 

Given the expect- 
ed global economic 
slowdown next year, 
Ravelas sees the 
counys GDP 
growth to soften to 6 
^to -6.5 percent, but 
still better than the 
historical ^ average 
over the years. 

In the past few 
‘years, the country’s 
growth was locked 
within a 5 to 6 per- 
cent range. But the 
"countrys GDP grew 
to 7.3 percent in the. 
first half of 2007—its 
strongest perfor- 
mance in 20 years, 

GDP the most im- 
portant indicator of 
economic — output, 
refers to the total 
amount of goods and. 
services produced by 
the economy in a giv- 
en period. 
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Slowdown or recession? 
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spinal column and replacing it with Bemanke does not want to cut rates Тһе Phisix has been declining 
my Bearbull column. What абегеР in December especially with the oil steadily It has broken the 50-day 
fects I might suffer, the surgeon can- price now close to $100 a barrel, moving average and is only 
not exspleen. If I am not at work, І which is inflationary. Most commen- marginally above the 200-day mov- 
have a skeleton staff, Maricor. — tators feel that he should forget ing average, which many technical 
saw an advertisement over and about inflation in 2008 and concen- analysts consider important. Leaders 
over again about а car, which hugs trate on growth. He certainly has to of the 10 Southeast Asian nations 
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JAPANESE businessmen pass by a digital screen flashing Tokyo share 
prices. Japan's Nikkei 225 average rose 395.83 points, or 2.66 percent, 
to 15,284.60 points as traders took their cues from Wall St. 


DA, FAO ink deal 
to help Bicol farmers 


By Amy R. Remo target sites for the project was 
based on the findings and rec- 
ommendations of a joint DA- 
FAO mission, which assessed 

agricultural damage 
wrought by фе super ty- 
phoons that hit Bicol last year. 

‘The mission reported that 
216,935 hectares and 29,769 
hectares of coconut and aba- 
са plantations, respectively, 
in Bicol were heavily dam- 
aged last year. 

He said the project would 
help restore the food security 
and livelihood of more than 
6,000 farmers and their families 
by among others, training them 
оп improved crop production 
and crop diversification 

The project will also pro- 
vide other capability-build- 
ing activities to enhance 
farmers’ coping mechanisms 
in dealing with calamities. 

He said this new initiative 
‘complements ап ongoing 
three-year, _foreignassisted 
project of the DA on strength. 
ening the agro industrial sector 
in Bicol and the Caraga region, 
which is also being funded by 
the Spanish government 
through a6 million-euro grant. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
| culture has inked an agreement 
with the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
on a year-long project aimed at 
restoring the livelihood of some 
6000 typhoon-hit marginal 
farmers in Bicol. 
titled “Restoring Food Se- 
curity in Typhoon-Affected Ar 
eas in the Bicol Region through 
the Provision of Agricultural In- 
puts and Technical Assistance,” 
the P15-million (250,000 eu- 
тоз) project will be Funded by 
the Spanish International Co- 
operation Agency: 

"This project intends to re- 
store and strengthen the food 
security of these typhoon-af- 
fected farmers through the 
provision of agricultural in- 
Puts and technical assis- 
tance," said Agriculture Sec 
retary Arthur C. Yap. 

According to the DA, the 
project will prioritize the 
most affected coconut and 
abaca areas in the provinces 
of Albay, Camarines Sur, 
Catanduanes and Sorsogon. 

‘Yap said the selection of the 


Small borrowers in limbo ... 


According to Sison, NHMFC made sure 
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Asia shares rebound on US retail hopes; yen up 


Positive mood on Wall St. spreads to key regional markets: 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN STOCKS SURGED 3 
percent on Monday, rebounding from four 
straight weeks of losses on hopes for strong 
US retail sales, while a report China is look- 
ing to buy Tokyo stocks supported the 
Nikkei and the yen. 
Crude oil rose to near a record high wit 
striking distance of $100 a barrel, 
‘buoyed by a persistently weak dollar and 
forecasts of colder US weather, while 
strong equity markets weighed on safe- 
haven government bonds. Gold hit a two- 
week peak. 

Hopes for a stronger start to the US holi- 
day season boosted Wall Street on Friday, 
with the positive mood flowing to Asia. 

Early yesterday afternoon, Tokyo's 
Nikkei average climbed 2.8 percent, while 
MSCI's measure of other Asia Pacific stocks 
put on 3.6 percent, recovering from last 
weeks 4.7-percent drop—its fourth- 
straight weekly decline. 

Last Friday, also known as Black Friday, 
marked the first official day of the shopping 
season in the United States, where mor 


than 147 million shoppers flocked to stores 


over the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Most, however, went to discount stores 
and spending was down, according to a sur- 
vey 
"Higher sales on Black Friday confirmed 
US consumer spending is relatively re- 


silient, helping South Korean shares, which 
fell more than other Asian markets, outper- 
form,” said Jason Hwang, a strategist at 
Woori Investment and Securities. 

Black Friday once marked the day many 
retailers turned a profit, or went into the 
black, for the year. 

South Korea's Kospi jumped 4.4 percent, 
while Hong Kong shares added 4 percent. 

The MSCI index, while still up 32 per- 
cent this year, has fallen more than 10 per- 
cent from the Nov. 1 peak, on growing 
worries that a deep US housing slump and 
credit losses suffered by major US banks 
could hurt the region's top export destina- 
tion. 

Investors bought major exporters on 
hopes that US consumers will remain re- 
silient, sending Canon Inc. up 3.5 percent 
and Sony Corp. 5 percent higher. 

Major miners were on the rebound after 
the recent selloff, with BHP Billiton climb- 
ing 5.3 percent and takeover target Rio Tin- 
toups. 

Both benefited from a report in a Chi- 
mese newspaper that China's sovereign 
‘wealth fund was considering bidding with 
the country's major steel producers to of- 
fer about $200 billion for Rio. The fund, 
China Investment Corp., denied the re- 
роп. 

A separate report їп Japan's Nikkei news- 


paper said the $200-billion fund was ex: 
pected to invest some of its assets” Hi 
Japanese stocks, lending support to Баат 
down Tokyo stocks and lifting the yen 

than one percent. . 

The yen erased earlier losses on the v 
port, with the dollar sliding to 108.33 yen 
from near 108.70 yen. The dollar hit а pwo- 
and-a-half year low of 107.55 yen oi 
day. З 
The euro fell to 160.45 yen from азе}: 
sion peak of 161.45 yen. 

The dollar remained under pressure but 
had clawed off its record low versus the eù 

Investors remain on edge about oe“ 
fallout from the credit crunch as yeat-end + 
approaches and potentially forcet i 
vestors to dump assets or scramblé for 
cash to get their books in order as banks 
and funds grapple with the market 
strains. 

“There's definitely a lot of negative arti- 
cles around about the subprime issue, so it's 
hard to say the dollar is out of the woods At’ 
this stage,” said Rick Lloyd, head of G10 
currency trading at ABN Amro in Singa- 
pore. 

Firmer stocks weighed on government 
bonds, with US 10-year Treasury yields 
falling 10/32 in price to yield 4.046 per- 
cent. Reuters 


DOF asks gov’t to go easy on granting perks 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE HAS 
again called on Congress to streamline fis- 
cal incentives, saying that the government 
is losing billions of pesos a year due to the 
giving out of redundant" perks. 

"We underscore that it is also because of 
wasteful resources from redundant tax in- 
centives that government has been finan- 
cially ill-equipped to address poor infras- 
tructure and a substandard educational 
system,” фе DOF said in a position рар 
submitted to Congress. 

‘The DOF cited a study showing that the 


government lost P62.5 billion in potential 
revenues in 2004 alone due to the granting 
of “redundant” incentives. 

According to DOF' definition, incentives 
become redundant when the recipient firm 
would have invested in the country anyway. 
even without the tax and duty-free perks. 

The study authored by UP economics pro- 
fessor Renato Reside said that 95 percent of 
the incentives granted by the Board of Invest- 
ments, 10 percent of those given by the Philip- 
pine Economic Zone Authority, 17.5 percent 
of perks granted by Subic Bay Metropolitan 
authority and 36.3 percent of those granted by 
the Clark economic zone were “redundant.” 


The DOF also claimed that incentives 
were not a major factor behind investors? 
decision to place their money in the Philip- 
pines. 

The study showed that access to cus” 
tomers, political stability, ease of doing 
business, reliable infrastructure, labor cost 
and skilled labor were some of the major 
factors affecting decisions to invest in a 
country, not fiscal perks. 

The DOF thus proposed that laws grant- 
ing perks be consolidated into one, and that 
incentives be granted only to priority ex- 
porters and businesses located in the poor- 
est provinces. 


Smart puts up more cell sites in time for holidays 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


ANTICIPATING HIGH NETWORK TRAFFIC 
during the Christmas season, leading wire- 
less services provider Smart Communica- 
tions Inc. is putting up 250 more cell sites 
nationwide by the end of the year. 

‘Smart has so far put up 350 new cell sites 
this year. 

When completed, the expansion project 
covering 250 cell sites will bring the total 
number of Smart's GSM cell sites and base 
stations to about 6,700, covering 99 per- 
cent of the country. 

Aside from widening the network’s cov- 
erage area, the additional cell sites will 
strengthen the mobile phone reception of 
the 28.6 million Smart subscribers. 


From page BI 


that only its “high delinquent" accounts were 
sold to BFS, precisely Because it wanted to 
keep its money-making current loans for its 
own portfolio. 

‘With Матау ах contention that his loan 
payments were up to date—payments were 
made automaticaly through salary deduc. 
tions—Sison suggested that the fault could 
lie with the employer, which might have 
failed to remit collections to the МНМЕС. 

Another Sunvar employee, however, de- 
nied this, saying the company faithfully re- 
its its payments to all government agencies, 
often several days ahead of deadline. 

"We have all the receipts from them to 
prove it,” said Rally Carvajal, who shares 
Maravillas situation, having received a de- 
mand letter from BFS after her up-to-date 
housing loan was sold by the government. 

“What's surprising is that there are five of us 
їй this company with current home loans, but 
only three were transferred to BFS,” she said. 

їп an e-mailed reply to che Inguma, BFS 
сопсейей that che housing loans in question 
‘may have been erroneously transferred from 
the state agency. 

"Considering that Mr: Maravillas accounts 
current, itis posible that it was inadvertently 
‘included by NEMFC in the sale to Balikatan,” 


said company spokesperson Gerrard Paez. 

‘At the same time, the company laid the 
blame for Maravilla’s troubles squarely on 
the government housing finance agency. 

“Suffice it to say that the increase in Mr. 
Maravila's outstanding balance was due to 
interests accrued from the last time he paid,” 
Paez said. “The apparent increase reflected in 
ош records was due to the fact that МНМЕС 
had not yet remitted to BFS Mr. Maravillas 
earlier payment to them at the time Mr. Mar- 
avilla visited us. As of October, however, BFS 
has already received these payments.” 

Both Sison and BFS say that Maravilla and 
other borrowers in similar situations can 
avail of a "put back" option where erroneous- 
ly transferred loans would be retumed to 
their original status 

Maravilla and his co-workers, however, 
would hear none of it, adding that they had 
been given the runaround and eventually in- 
formed by their account officers that the “put 
back” window had already been closed. 

Instead, they opted to take out another 
Joan from their company’s retirement fund 
just to pay off BFS, despite subsequent offers 
of better terms. 

“We just want to get hold of the title to our 
house,” Maravilla said. "We don't know what 
else could happen.” 


Q3 GDP growth seen at 6.1-7.1% „„„һ 


maximum of 7.1 percent during the period. 

On the other hand, Santos said, rising 
prices of oil in the world market could tem- 
per the economy's growth to a minimum of 
6.1 percent. 

The Neda official said the agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries sector likely grew to 5 
to 5.8 percent; industry 6.1 to 7.3 percent; 
and services, 6.5 to 7.3 percent. 

Should the third-quarter forecast be cor- 
rect, Santos said, then the economy was well 
оп its way to hitting a full-year GDP growth 
of 7 percent. This is higher than the govern- 
ments official economic growth target of 


between 6.1 and 6.7 percent for 2007. 

“The fourth quarter is normally higher 
than the third quarter because of higher 
‘consumer spending,” Santos said. 

Beating most expectations, the economy 
grew 7.1 percent in the first quarter and 7.5. 
percent in the second quarter. The second 
quarter growth was the fastest in two 
decades. 

Government economic managers credited. 
the robust growth to the increase in foreign. 
investments and dollar remittances, as well 
as higher government spending. With are- 
port from Doris C. Dumlao, Reuters 
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Smart network services division head 
Rolando G. Рейа said the expansion would 
benefit subscribers in the provinces down 

h-class municipalities, congested and 
densely populated areas ‘and economic 
growth areas. 

"The Smart network includes the Talk N Text 
brand of subsidiary Pilipino Telephone Corp. 
(Pilte), which uses Smarts GSM network. 

The PLDT group has set aside P10 billion 
in capital expenditures for Smart. 

That makes up 40 percent of the telecom- 
munications giant's upgraded capital ex- 
penditure of P25 billion for the year. 

“Our capex for the first half reached P10 
billion. We expect it to rise to P25 billion for 
the whole year from our earlier estimate of 
P22 billion, mainly due to better-than-ex- 
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pected cellular and wireless broadband 
take-up,” PLDT president Napoleon 
Nazereno had said. 
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3ESSOT A PLATE BUTIT HAS ALL 
Tees tishes. And undeniably you 
‘Gant get enough of it. It's none oth- 
er than adobo Magazine, the indis- 
pensable voice ofthe Philippine ad- 
vertising and brand communica- 
‘ions scene and acclaimed as the 
"best advertising magazine the 
country has ever produced", ac- 
cording to ad industry veteran and 
former chair of JWT Jayjay Calero. 
For adobo's year-ender issue, 
one other than Emily Abrera, the 
"rinde dame of Philippine advertis- 
їп and chair of McCann Erickson, 
graces the cover. Find out what 
makes her tick, what ticks her off, 
and the biggest development in her 
much-acclaimed career. 
Also part of adobo's main course 
is the 2007 Creative Recap from re- 
„spected Asia Pacific executive cre- 
ative directors. The likes of Ju- 


reepom Thaidumrong, 
Cheong, Prasoon Joshi, Tay Guan 
Hin, and our own David Guerrero, 
Dave Ferrer and Melvin Mangada 
who whip up food for thought as 
they share their views on what this 
year meant for them and the indus- 
у. Find out who were nominated 
to adworld’s Person of The Year: 

Inside, too, is adobo's exclusive 
coverage of the 1st Asian Outdoor 
Advertising Festival in Singapore, 
the big winners of the recent Lon- 
don International Advertising Festi- 
val, a profile on Lowe Philippines" 
dashing new ECD Steve Clay, a spe- 
cial creative showcase review by 
"Ted Royer from DrogaS, and a spot- 
light on the key people and happen- 
ing agencies cooking up an adver- 
tising storm in Vietnam, The heat is 
certainly on in (the city formerly 
known as) Saigon! 
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People, Eventsc? Products. 
Feast on advertising 


world's latest offering 


Eugene 


And before you completely get 
your fill, check out the adobo maga- 
zine 2007-08 Photographers Show- 
case supplement featuring the pro- 
fessional lensmen behind some of 
the most unforgettable and mar- 
ketable images in the ad business 
today. And there is much more on 
offer in the latest edition of the 
magazine. 

Get the latest copy of adobo mag- 
azine today at National Bookstore, 
Fully Booked, Powerbooks and oth- 
er bookstores and magazine stores 
in Manila. And now, adobo Maga- 
zine is also available at all Basheer 
Bookstores in Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Bangkok, Hong Kong and 
Jakarta. Don't want to be left out? 
Then e-mail subscription@adobo- 
magazine.com.ph for more details 
now. Check out www.adobo- 
 magazine.com. 


WINDOWS AND BRIDGES OF PEACE IN THAILAND, PHILIPPINES 


Microsoft Philippines and the International 
Peace Foundation recently Inked a partnership 
agreement to work together during this years 
‘Bridges-Dialogues Towards a Culture of Peace! 
Summit Bridges is an annual event series, 

“wich the International Peace Foundation hosts 
in partnership with various national and interna- 
tional organizations, institutions and enterpris- 
ез. This year's Bridges will be held in Thailand 
and the Philippines from November 2007 to 
‘April 2008. During the six-month period, Nobel 
Laureates from various fields, which include 
Economics, Physics, Medicine, Chemistry and 
Peace, will visit the host countries to start the di- 
alogue process towards a culture of peace that 


"Bridges 


"ialogues Towa! 


PLDT MYDSL BROADBAND QUIZ 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company 
(PLOT) public affairs office head Ramon Isberto 
(2nd from left) and PLOT community relations di 
Vision head Evelyn del Rosario (2nd from right), 
Netopia Internet Café marketing manager Archie 
Nicasio (lft) and Asian College of Science and 
Technology (Acsat) project officer Yuri Estrella 
lead the launching of the tst PLDT MyDSL Broad- 
band Quiz held at the PLDT head office in Makati 
City. The PLDT MyDSL Broadband Quizis the 
biggest online competition in the country featur- 
ing the best among the graduates of the PLDT in- 
foteach Outreach Program. Only 4 teams from 
NCR, Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao advanced to 
the grand finals besting hundreds of students 
from all across the country who put their comput- 
er skills to the test in a real-time online challenge. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2007 


‘The prizes at stake include cash prizes plus а 
computer showcase with free OSL connection for 
their respective schools. The PLOT infateach Out- 
reach Program is a flagship project of the PLOT 
‘community relations division in tripartite partner- 
ship with Netopia Internet Café and Acsat twas. 
conceptualized in 2003 aiming to alleviate the 
lack of basic computer and Internet skills among. 
secondary students and teachers via 24-hour ba: 
sic training courses, in order to equip them the 
ample knowledge power in tha competitive world 
of cyber-echnology. To date, the program has 
produced over 2,000 graduates since its incep- 
tion, utilizing the current curriculum providing for 
the basic training of fundamental Microsoft Win 
dows software such as Microsoft Word, Excel, = 
Powerpoint and the use of the Internet, 


Security Bank now in Bel-Air Makati 


RESIDENTS OF THE UPSCALE BEL-AIR 
community as well as business owners and 
professionals working in its commercial 
row now have the convenience of availing 
of Security Bank's full range of deposit, in- 
vestment and loan products. Security Bank 
Bel-Air Branch provides easy accessibility 
and ample parking at the newly construct- 
ed FMCB Building at 68 Jupiter Street. 
Security Bank brings its banking exper- 


ment products, the Bel-Air Branch also of- 
fers Security Bank's unique investment so- 
lutions that can be matched to the clients 
distinct financial objectives and risk ap- 
petite. 

Business manager Diana Libunao and 
branch service manager Ma, Christine 
Ejercito, seasoned banking professionals, 
are on hand to offer expert financial and in- 
vestment advice and account servicing. The 


will open windows of opportunity and build 
“bridges by a sharing of ideas and thoughts and 

the development of innovative forms of cooper- 
ation. n the Philippines, 10 Nobel Laureates will 


a culture of peace and development 
in a globalized world. Shown are 
HRH Prince Alfred of Liechtenstein 
(center), Chair of the Intornational 
‘Advisory Board of he International 
Peace Foundation (IPF), flanked by 


Uwe Morawetz, chair of the Board 
of Directors, IPF and Antonio 
Javier Jr, managing director, Mi- 
Crosoft Philippines, during the con- 
tract signing held recently atthe 
Dusit Hotel Nikko in Makati City. 


tise and innovative financial products to 
serve the growing needs of this progressive 
district. Customers can take advantage of 
the Bank's latest service offerings such as its 
affordable Car Loan facility; and Check- 


entire branch team of service specialists is 
committed to delivering Security Banks 
high standards of professionalism and саф 
tomer care, 

Open an account now at Security Bank 


visit institutions all over the country s it 
spreads the vision of Bridges, which is to build 
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Sure, the first ever 
Checking account 
with an automatic 
funding feature. For 
those on the lookout 
for attractive invest- 


dle, Toronto. 


sional development. 


Court of Justice. 


FACL is a diverse coalition of 
Asian Canadian legal profes- 
sions. Ив mission is to promote 
equity, justice and opportunity 
for Asian Canadian legal profes- 
sionals and фе community 
through the fostering of advo: 
cacy, community involvement, 
legal scholarship, and profes She 


“To ensure that this will be a 
broad-based initiative, we en- 
courage participation from rep- 
resentatives and members of 
the various Asian communi- 
ties,” said Madame Justice 
Maryka Omatsu of the Ontario 


“Given the growing popula- 
tion of people of Asian descent 
in Canada, Asien Canadian 
lawyers have an increasingly 
important role to play to ensure 
that our legal profession re- 
sponds appropriately to the 
needs of out communities" said 
Азуу Go, clinic director, Metro 


Bel-Air Branch and join in the ongoing 
“Coffee on the House plus Spa Treats" pro- 
mo. Participating accounts get to win in- 
stant rewards plus a chance to win relaxing. 
spa packages. Promo is good until Jan. 31 
only. 


Asian Canadian lawyers 
form new coalition 


‘THE FEDERATION OF ASIAN 
Canadian Lawyers (FACL) held 
its inaugural meeting and con- 
Terence recently at the Faculty 
of Law of the University of 
Toronto, 78 Queen's Park Cir- 


Toronto Chinese & Southeast 
Asian Legal Clinic. “That's why 
it is so important to establish а 
group like FACL,” added Go. 

A distinguished panel of trail- 
blazers chaired by Gary Yee 
spoke about their personal ex- 
periences as Asian-Canadian 
lawyers who faced and over 
came racial barriers. Justice 
Maryka Omatsu of the Ontario 
Court of Justice spoke about her 
experiences from the move- 
ment for redress for the Intern- 
ment of Japanese-Canadian. 

the first Asian woman 
judge in Canada. Professor Wei, 
"Associate Dean of Osgoode Hall 
Law School, spoke about being 
a member of the legal academic 
community, Neena Gupta, а 
partner at Gowlings, described 
her experiences as а woman of 
color at а large Toronto law 
firm, Justice of the Peace De- 
ano Europa, a member of the 
Filipino community, spoke 
about the underemployment of 
immigrants as he related his 
own experience of being a judge 
їп the Philippines, a labore 
‘Toronto, and then returning to 
the adjudication of justice as a 
member ofthe court. 


‘Management 


migrant visas, 


Getting your US visa 
application approved : 


US IMMIGRATION LAWYER 
Michael Templo Esq will con- 
duct а year-end seminar on 
Nov. 28, from 2 pm. to 5 
p.m., at the Asian Institute of 
Conference 
Genter, Metro Pacific Room 
located at 123 Paseo De Rox- 
as, Makati City. The seminar. 
shall be а comprehensive 
overview of US visas. Find 
‘out which type of vise applies 
to you based on your quali 
cations and goals. Some of 
the temporary visa categories 
to be discussed are tou 
business and working visas. 
Each visa category's key fea- 
tures, limitations, proper fil- 
ing procedures and fees will 
be explained in detail. For 
permanent visas such as im- 
йв require- 
ments, quotas, proper filing 
rocedures, fees, and expe- 
iting strategies will also be 


discussed. Helpful tips on al- È 
ternative — visa options, 
change or adjustment of sta- 
tus, common mistakes that: 
cause delays in processing, 
and the dos and don'ts during: 
the visa interview will be ex- 
plained and clarified at the: 
seminar, and a Q & A session ? 
follows afterwards, 

Templo specializes on іт... 
migration and litigation савез; 
їп New York. He received his 
Juris Doctor degree from 
Touro Law in New York. Ней 
а member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Associ- 
ation, New York State Bar As- 
sociation, New York State Tri- 
al Lawyers Association, and 
New York Country Lawyers 
Association, For registration , 
and other seminar schedules 
and details, log on to) 
wwrw.templolaw.com, or call > 
893-5964 0r759-2985, _ `] 
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INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 2007-03 


Bohol ache Cooperative, гє. (BOHECO V] wholes address at Cartago, 
stag, Боло ining нуш oreo he supply and detvery c varus Lr 
өм, Conduco Bare Wes and Ditto Translorrners rog suos 
Kind and reewestment һе. 
ове ы proposals sha bo геом et attr бап 1:00 pm ol December 7, 
‘2007 at SOMECO Man йс, Cantagoy, Jaga, Baol. 
Irfroted bidders may ota norton secure а o bidding documents 
бот Boneco 1 Mai Оса, Сапасау, gna Bohol 
Bid documents may ba purchased ubon payment of non-refundable fee 
‘amoung io Two Thousand Pesos (2200000). 
BOHECO I reserves the ight t reject any or эй bids wih any detects thre 
‘and позор he oiler most advantageous o Fa cooperate 
Sond ise n a amount o rot gss pan fe parcel ea iê 
| pens. 
To al inia 
scorta. 
2) Companys Prolo 
5) Mayeredusinass Рыта 
©) Madres Frares Sistemen 
4) DT and SEC Regaratn. 


ber pie 


{Sexy Engr. Eugenio R- Tan, Sr- 
рос 
С] 


prepare the fitowing documents tor your -| 
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x: CLASSIF! 


EDS 


Republic ol the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT: 2 
National Capital Region 
DY Int Big. 1650 San Marcelino 
ох. General Malvar St, Malate, Manlia 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S :::} 


FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (АЕР/$} * 


Notice в hereby given that he folowing companies/employers have fied 
wih this Regional Office applications for Alen Employment Рет += 


ime of Foreign 
Netione/Citizenship 


Ryan Paul Chester 
Bash 


Position 


YOGAWORKS INC. 
1503 88 Corporate Centr, 
341 Valero SL, Salcedo Vilage, 


Makat Ciy 
OCTAGON CHEM OIL 
CORPORATION 

pang Bd. Pora St 

Ver Roxas Bv Pasay Cay 
DONG HAN PHILS, NC. 
0102 Conmere Ave, 
Cental Business Park. 


Shuhei Ogawa 
Japanese 


Assistant Sales! © 


Eun Jeong Chol 
Manager 


ТАБА Rodriguez Ave. 
Manggahan, Pasig Ciy 


FUJITSU TEN SOLUTIONS 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

BE East Tower PSE В. 
rigs Center, Pasig Cy 

CLC LUCKY INTL INC. 

1814 ЭЕ Gateway Contr 

Paseo de Magallanes Comm. Cir, 
Makai Cy 

LINK2SUPPORT INC. 

SF Technopiaza | 805 

Orchard Rd. Eastwood Oty Cyberpark, 
Unie, Quezon Ciy 

SOGY NAWANSHAR 

TRADING CORP. 

1503 Galvan St, Makati Су 
SOGY NAWANSHAR 

TRADING CORP. 
1803GahaniSt, 

Makati Cay 

SOGY NAWANSHAR. 
TRADING CORP. 

1503 Gahani SL, 

Makati iy 


Deputy Manağek 


ZAMBOANGA CITY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(ZAMCELCO) 
Zamboanga Cty 


INVITATION TO BID 
The Zamboanga Сау late Gaoperatve, ке. (2АМСЕ СО) at Pu, Ма cy per 
equate anger Boara Polis ол Pre Calan, and Bes and Аша. fey ALL 
Даша rapped or tm керу e flow cia rea 
No Quanity 


Purchasing 
Manager! 


Operations Audi 


Manager 


ober Tak Huang Jr. 
American 

"uet 

UTE 


пел Deseo. 
ELECTRON METER ТҮРЕ IE 12 CLASS 102. 
SINGLE PHASE WITH DOUBLE SEALING 
PROVISION, SOCKET BASE. SEALING ING ANO 
Eurus 
AGENCY PRICE: Pd Vb o 
NOTE ON CONSIGNMENT BASIS 
‘You may secure тө Росе Requirements tom ha эсе ol ha Finance 
Degen ANCELCO Comis in Pu, sy aima duae ace oum and ari 
e sume upon compton oft requremants Pare] 
"ubmisson of ha Prequiaton Requrenhs eal nee iator han 5:00 p m of 
‘December 2007 элт dumm арда Parto, al ба нада: neta 
"пурсаты ий ba duy nod a o Pa rada of the pre aiat eig 
procter ny oes wao or pre quse wi ba alowed o далее m be ой А 
ыала Баа ассо папала 
Being wil bo crducad оп December 13, 2007 
Бопе? Sid п ducat copies shut bo suras t the Comite on Bids and 
‘Awa ate Ote of pe гале Doperant te above mentone adress anon 
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If you have any information/objection to the above mentioned 
applecalion/s please communicate with the Regional Director. 


'UNDO б. AGRAVANTR: ` " 
OIC, Regions pu 


1 


Gat mura ues 


(Sis) pememio h. namos 
А25 


МЕ BUY ot HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Eur em | ROLE | |, MOU Pens Oy Wan oa meena x ny ne ose BAC) BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
ЖО ете sen | HEE сны] | па Pome Paes унан peres weas s asas Aes Oenes A AKO SENTRAL NG PUR 
mere e | | AEE 
ле ononcenber | [noom O Мм] | Nae le Poet - Sep Dey and Cutting Тое Bard Now INVITATION TO BID 
ا‎ SSRs 
Eo 2e [cT E аса 
LM е a = 
‘ease ren, Se Му ба Monts Puro Picea СУ таш. ө“ тшшш 
EL Ear REI pi 
conten | PD = == 
—MÀ C USE 
ROLEX к ee cR 
[d Бома TIGER] 
E E: EIE E 
pum Ti EROS TE | шш Em mS 
тенор ar sian #2 Se EIS s 
ол Ead EIL 
|will hold an Auction. ким. E T o pad 
[Sale of all expired [MES —— 1 — Reet 
tems on December7, | Frac FIIMA] | Dawerreet : Foyt Cann Daya ton he recy ite 
ETA E PIDE 


|Mr. Vicente Zamora, 
r. - Auctioneer 
рот. Nov 27,2007) 


Eror бошко Giang 

‘boca Ciy wil 
edge re meni ot 
MAY а JUNE 2007 on 
DEC, 19, 2007 a 11:00 


Psp bases sould nae ecerecs ега a эташ лае mite ге ias! 2 
Тез ии эин oat ast ty кен БЫ dte ушын ра sg e 
урону ChecuScoonng as wal s те Preiary Erasaton i бз shat ug го 
Эсем passar” cera, Родс Po ues cabra Bd sul e 


p "— NE 
Pre Вазо Сопота Echaten а Bes ost Oraties sn Ау? d Crean Sl 
Seer seres AA edo ery Rs NN 


Victory Pawnshop 
тотеп located at 945 
Sonia Market EBSA 
Caloocan Cty wil bold 


B88ESTSSSSEBSEESEEN 


n Auction Sale o al L7 E 
зета hrs on eines fe Des | Neen 2 207 азаа 

Dee. 7y 2007 at 10:00 PEA Deseters i ® PM PRONO AFOST = 
Marilou of Greens | | Жир 3 Denne батыг Ба | Decane 3 2007. LR PML = 
Зена at #63 Levet 8 ae z peg ee December 13. 2007.10 PML. FORO Gi OR 


Greenhils, San Juan 
Auctioneer oro 
(PSI Nov. 27,2007) 


Ве Documents өй be stie nyo prospere Bes an payment crane 
Шолай Let and PEDO у ш eo Pres Су Ише D 
hee 


L1 [m 27.2007 


2 турме ика popetes aly At Ware e чаи эди eh arare та нигоь aque ae mata 
PSSA bet eoi c DODO чал шл те sed dine SOP a 
твае eserves те чуп inion eno ele popes chester ale — o wed ary ta sid or o nas 
расата 
ош эт niece ange wana pir тока, 


риант шт 


Тош» me 
gebe 
, 2 
ast me агаад اوم سد یا‎ n Soper котеп hava пирова he propery, determined ts cordon and —M—. 
IET = 


^" OBITUARIES | 


87 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
т8181167964317 
0921349710 


pee open ndes эл! reponse the ing paces an ha рой bă lernis aro alia 
‘eran ea Pub at et gene Separation Fo Sey id Wr ong 


> h Roving Memory AE SEED 5| 


of the 5 
20* Death Anniversary коң |... 69 
of our 


Beloved Momsie 


ROSARIO CRISTOBAL MIRANDA 


Who joisied our Lord on November 27, 1987. 


Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered on Tuesday, November 27, 2007 
at 7:30 a.m. at Family Maüsóleum, Bacoor Memorial Garden, 
Bacoor, Cavite: 


ў Та fom бе dy ob present si the Lord" scorta 
MARIA LOURDES ECALNIR VARGAS В. 
peacefully joined our Lord und her husbanmil Alfredo Sr. | 
m November 23, 2007 a! the age of 75. Ucited Laborstoriek, Inet 
eves | 


Her children Monica and Alfredo Ш, grandchildren, brothers 
Peacefilly joined his Creator. 
repose of her soul. 


- A OON SEE оп November 24; 2007 

wu HET resins e i state at the Loyola Memorial Park Chapel 2, at the age of 62. 
Interment willbe on Saturday, December 1, 2007 after theS 0a m. His body lies in state 

Mass. at his residence at 3518 Vigan St., 

Sampaloc, Manila. Interment 

к 1o be announced later. 


FRANCISO LAVERNIE GATDULA DR. MANOLITO SYJUECO GOZON ] 
died on October 17, 2007 in Sweden. ‘September 18, 1936 November 16, 2007 
His body lies in state at Sto. Rosario Chapel (near Malolos Бет. School, His remains lie in state at the Gozon Ancestral Home, 726 Rizal Avene, Tahong, 
Malolos, Bulacan. Malabon City. Interment will be on Wednesday, November 28, 2007 at Tugatog 
Interment will be on Wednesday, Nov. 28, 2007 at St. Vincent Cemetery, | Cemetery, Malabon City afler the 1:00 pen Funeral Mass concclebrated by Bali. 
Malolos, Bulacan. Diocese and Religious Cergy at the San Bartolome Parish 


We request your prayers for the eternal repose ofther soul. 


Rosette, Veng, Grace and Teng 


а, gon 


Death 
Notices 


“Be al rest once mofe, O m soul, 
for the Lord has been good to me: УЖ 
(Psalm 116:7) 


The legendary Subaru impreza is ready for the streets. Subarus world famous Boxer engine now, driving challenge with its exclusivo 
phe Symmetrical All-Wheel-Drive (AWD) System. Choose from the highly-efficient impreza 2.0R Sport or the Ral ing WRX. Finally, an Impreza 
you can drive. Race to your. Subaru dealer now and find out why ћемо Subaru Engineering. 


Motorlmage | <} = ; € SUBARU 


n а ALL WHEEL DRIVE 


MOTOR IMAGE PILIPINAS, INC. . 4 


187 EDSA Gr 
Trunkline: 727-8333 + reenhills, San Ju. 
Direct Line: 727-3687 * лае age 1503 Philippines 
7 rimage.net 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER?7,2007 7 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
message 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart or email us at lestyleGinquirer com ph 


Nou с LL )&ROOKS o TUESDAY FITNESS o WEDNESDAY 
EAT] Pee 


| MowrwonDs x a ics 
sets of drawers 


pamper youn akiw... for Lesa} 
Diamond Peel + Vit € Facial 
W Glutathione, 3 sessions «2170 
ThermaFirme, 5+1 sessions IPED 
ThermaShape, 5+1 sessions «ДЕП» 


December 05, 2007 


kitchen and bath section 


Mind your medicine cabinet 


A cool, dark and dry 
place, preferably out i 
ofa child's reach, 
is best for storing 
first-aid supplies 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


bathroom cabinet is not good for 

keeping over-the-counter or non- 
prescription or prescription medications. 
Health experts say that heat and humidity 
from showers and baths can cause both pre- 
scription and over-the-counter drugs to 
break down quickly and lose their potency. 

A cool, dark and dry place, preferably out 
of a child's reach, is best for storing 
medicines, says Dr. Alissa Natividad, a com- 
pany doctor. 

“Ideally, medicine cabinets should be 
placed in the bedroom. Avoid direct sun- 
light for this will affect the medicine's po- 
tency” adds Peter Paul Lozano, a company 

Professional organizer Kathleen Ong 
agrees with Natividad and Lozano. 

"Consider room temperature. You don't 
want to put a medicine cabinet near a stove. 
as the heat can affect medicines," she says. 
“If one’s house is too big, put two medicine 
cabinets in accessible locations. Don't place 
them where you need to go through box- 
es.” 

Ong also suggests to regularly clean out 
your medicine cabinet and the area where 
you store medicines. Discard outdated 
products, damaged containers or anything 
Jeaking. Restock supplies that are low or 
missing. Keep all items in their original con- 
tainers so that no one takes the wrong one. 

“Taking these measures can help you 
treat minor emergencies promptly and ef- 
fectively,” Ong says. 


First-aid kit 

When it comes to your health and the 
health of your family, itis vital always to be 
prepared for the unexpected. Quick re- 
sponses to medical emergencies can save 
lives. A well-stocked medicine cabinet 
should contain items that can help you get 
on the road to recovery, Lozano says. 

For the first-aid kit, Lozano recommends 
the following: alcohol for cleaning wounds; 
am antiseptic like Betadine; rectangular 
bandages (or Band-Aids) for simple cuts of 
abrasions; butterfly bandages and narrow 
adhesive strips to hold the edges of a cut to- 
gether and allow it to heal; individually 
wrapped, sterile gauze pads to cont 
bleeding or secretions and prevent con 
ination; a roll of absorbent cotton as 
padding for a splint; elastic bandage to help 
decrease bleeding or swelling, or lend sup- 
port to joints or sprained muscles; scissors 
and tweezers for cutting bandages and re- 
moving splinters; cotton-tipped swabs; 
thermometer (oral, rectal or for the ear); 
petroleum jelly to use with a rectal ther- 
mometer; antiseptic ointment, spray or 


Cum TO TRADITION, A 


expres eii 
your true 


ммо. 


WOODEN medicine cabinet from 
‘Ace Hardware 
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Ace Hardware 
for first-aid 
essentials 
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PILL case from SM 
Homeworld 


towelettes for cleansing wounds; 
antibiotic ointment to prevent in- 
fection in minor wounds; anti-itch 
lotion or cream for relief of insect 
bites, itching and minor skin irrita- 
Чо 

Lozano also recommends having 
an ice bag for bruises and hot-water 
bag for those who opt to treat their 
migraine or dysmenorrhea with this 
rather than pop pills, 

“Its more practical to keep these 
first-aid items in a bag. When а per- 
son accidentally wounds himself, 
for instance, you can easily bring 
the first-aid kit to that person wher- 
ever he is," Lozano says. 

He also says to keep on hand a 
bottle of syrup of ipecac to induce 
vomiting if certain poisons are 
swallowed. 

“But do not give this without di. 
rections from a doctor. In some cas- 
es, vomiting may be harmful" 
Lozano says. 


What are the common skin 
diseases in the Philippines? 


in the Philippines 
d 


ent before utn, шашу ave aon playing on and off 
of very ei, red, dry rashes commonly over Песи 
мем. It may first be sen at any range, sometimes aggravate 
by «те, temperature change and excessive улеш of the 
‘in. 1i commonly found in patients with family history of 
tha, 2. Contact dermatitis, it is a generic term applied to 
cute or chronie inflammatory reactions 


ery common chronic dermatosis characterized by redness 
and scaling occurring in regiona whero the oil glande are most 
achve, such as the face & scalp and the body folds. Mild 
Scbortheio dermatitis causes faking (dandmui. 4. Acne 
Vulgaris (pipes), it is аз inflammation of the plosebeceous 
units of сепил body areas that occurs most frequently in 
adolescence and manifest itself as comedones (black & whi 
heads) or oyatio. 5. Verruca Plana 

virus called HPV, T commonly pres 


Multipurpose essentials 
Insteadoftryingtoorganizeacab- etaminophen (which can also help prevent or treat indigestion, heart- 

inet packed with bottles and tubes, lower a fever). burn or upset stomach; and anti-di- 

Just start over First, grab a trash can “Products affect people different- artheal products. 

and throw away expired items. Then ly; try to find one that makes you — "Medications for kids and adults 


ay lesions hat can occur almost anywhere ia te body, This 
{s commonly treated by eleczocauterizatin, freezing or by 


‘geatmeat There are Mill a lot of common dises 
mentioned, if you noticed any abnormality in your skin iis 
best to consul а board certified dermatologist in order for 
Jot to be treated well and bo given the proper medications 
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pe head to the pharmacy and buy these feel sleepy but not jittery" Nativi- should be placed in separate con- 
must-haves that cover virtually all dad says, tainers because some pills for 
Тыа uy pe your home-medicine needs. She adds that many people get by headache have the same packaging 
eerie dermatologist, De re If you're in pain, you can't go fine with a daytime "nondrowsy" or shape and color as children’s vi- 
К=з wrong with the old favorites: ас. cold formula, which may not dry up tamins Lozano adds. 
[X etn beon pcos eraminophen and ibuprofen. your runny nose as well but will When selecting over-the-counter 
rsa nw on sneer “Follow all package instructions; if keep you from working or driving medicines, Lozano says to make 
Scion Det e tat the pain persists, see а doctor" Na- under the influence. sure all tamper-resistant features 
ЕЛИ tividad says, “Because of its antiin- — In treating coughs, buy the РМ are intact. 
P a er flammatory action, ibuprofen is per- formula, which packs the dynamic — "When taking medicine, always 
pur wih her “ha, fect for overworked muscles, joints duo of sore-throat drugs: guaifen- remember to check the proper 
ШИС АШ wet тау wl of conan sri The and tendons. Always take it on a full езіп to loosen phlegm and dex- dosage, especially for children. 
rao D ^| stomach to ward off irritation and in- tromethorphan to suppress coughs, „Read the label every time, Рау spe- 
MED Cnt ed nearer uno th tah econ... {NI OMY| бетта] bleeding.” Most other medicines contain only "cial attention to directions and 


A good nights sleep can work one or the other, Natividad says.--—-—warnings. If you have questions 
wonders when you have a cold, so Natividad also suggests antihis- about your medicine, talk to your 
keep a product that combines a se- tamine for allergic skin reactions doctor pharmacist, or other health- 
dating decongestant with ас and itching; stomach remedies to care professional.” 


Eat healthy this season 


THE SPECIAL HOLIDAY ISSUE OF 
healthy Options Lifestyle News Digest 


Proudly presented by 


Double Your Luck! 
~“THESS ALLEN 


ona ШЕН ‘The news digest tries to give readers a 


better understanding of the 


p 


b 


World Or Feng Shui 


In parinership with 


p sia) 


um ifs back! 


WA FENG SHUI 


rear reset 


dwells on a favorite top- 
icof Filipinos—food, 

It also carries a re- 
minder for the merry. 


for their health, like Ko. 
drinking and driving. 

In other воне, 
Healthy Options News 
Digest reports that the 


making publie to avoid. ly 
things that will be bad poetis 


components of food and 
how they influence health 
and disease. 

The articles include “Al 
lergies and Sensitivities,” 
“Reingold Diet," "Gluren- 
Free Diet," "Peanut Aller- 
gy: The Shocking Facts” 

"Milk Allergy Diet." 
he Health Benefits of 
Juicing” explains why 


Les rules of healthy eating 
Jantes Mon have changed, 
‘PHILIPPINES | F g Guided by seni 
\ ПЕРТ dings, are stocking up 
INQUIRER, in partnership with World Of Feng Shui Philippines and in 2008 J. their pantry with foods, 
opeten van smar Womens merona тет SP DATES like fresh fruits, that can 
Ree SR RSD MU Es kd 


Ferte se terret rediere as help prevent diseases, and a pn 
КОШЕ ET Saturday; 19151252008 avoiding those denied as thie condition is discussed 
lenalssance Hotel ed 


we-— drinking fresh fruit or 
PaCS, vegetable juices is good 
E Tn “Dietary Approach 
es to Treating Autism, 

ж» A claims about how vita- 


а Xé тіп and mineral sup- 


зок 2.2007, meum ee wl ve chro 
Sa acano prints aneno wl coms a Sh 
Senta lactic come 


‘ew Wor Rnasance Hotel ak ara hoe oy our vey v potentiallyhazardous to their health. ‘Also contained in the Healthy: Options 

Pippin Feng Sul expert MARITES ALLEN. The magazine offers a comprehensive Lifestyle News Digest Nov/Dec2007 issue is a 
guide to the nutrition-conscious and aller. photo spread. 

gy-prone. Studies on specific disorders, ^ The Healthy Options Lifestyle News Digest 

what allergy triggers to avoid are also dis. is available free to customers. Visi 

cussed, among others. wwhealihyoptons сот, рӯ. 


‘The text va promo wil tow readers to answer one question each day: The answer УЙ 
tothe question can be ound in a leng sul aril toe рама every sunday cf 
December [Dec 29, 16823,2007) To Join SMART an GLOBEISUN subsea py 
veto submits one. tim epsaton by keying in THESS REG cnameladress/gelgender> 
(EX THESS REG <BonaSyGold St, Marikina Cya7IP>) nd sod v 2861. 

Only one registration per mabe uber ий be alowed To send an enm. 

SMART and GLOBE/SUN subscribers тру hae to choose from our pole answers 
tothe questions ofthe day For every anner the subscriber send 

{ihe gets te download a Feng Sul tp шу. 
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New slimming drink 


HYDROTRIM, AN sugary food—main con- 
orange-flavored slimming tributors to weight gain. 
drink, boosts the body's Besides being a natural 
metabolism through its antioxidant (a substance 
Supercitrimax formula- that combats disease- 
ton каара тыйын, н | 
It contains hydrocitrie dromim, a fruity alterna- | 
acid (НСА), a natural ex- tive to sugar-rich juices 
tract of Garcinia Cambo- and carbonated soft | 


SAMPLE QUESTON 1, According to one ofthe legends about the Chee zodio signs, 
who among the following lovite diferent animals to hls birthday feast? 
a) Huang 
„М Buddha 
Ё а nest Ё 
"а The Emperor's adser 


a | OA subscriber can answer by sending THESS <b> to 2051 Thare wl bea сыре ° 
орозо Fer entry. One can sends many ents as s/ha went Should a аства rend 
an incorect anser se can sendin fer answers unl sf ден tre correct one There wil 
De 3 daily Monday to Saturday) winners of 1 World OF Feng Shul 

For every week there wil be One (1) winner of One (1) Washington Inc GUESS watch 


ne t) winner of One (1) MOTOROLA 220 mobile phone from SMART & WOLFPAC MOBILE ne 
‘and Two (2) winners of One (1) ticker each for the "Малиев Allen Philippines 208 Fen Shu U 
Prizes are valer but not convertible to al Alt of the daly and wey winners тї be pied 
Inthe INQUIRER on Dec. 14,21 428, 2007 and on Jan. 7, 2008 


gia that had long been drinks, also speeds up the 
used in the East as a food body's metabolism, allow- 
supplement. ing it to reduce safely fatty P 

It has been found to deposits, especially in the 
help control obesity and so-called love handles, | 


 AIWOFS PD, SMART A WOLFPAC MOBILE nc. employees andthe relatives up to second 
degree of consanguinity not alowed ro join he poma Metro Marla winners may am. 
ey przes at World OF Feng Shul- Kew Mantia Branch (T) 412 - 6888382 2180, 


4 get rid of unwanted thighs and arms, and adi- 


WOES ew Manila pounds by increasing the pose tissue. 
16 Unit 8 Broadway Роба, body's fat-burning ability But first-time users 
Sa esr Aetnae сыта Se ‘The all-natural, caf- should still watch what can bé achieved within a 


feine-free,  nondaxative they eat and refrain from few months. 
НСА suppresses the ap- bingeing on sweets and Hydrotrim is available 
ite by making the brain fatty food, main sources of in Mercury Drug and oth- 
think that the body is full. excess fatin the body. ег leading drugstores na- 
Asa result, a person re- With moderate exercise tionwide. Call 8941111 or 
duces his/her craving for regimen and Hydrotrim, a email hydrotrim.php@ 
fatty, carbohydrate-rich or піп, slim and sexy figure megawecare.com. 
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Your Doctor Knows Best 
Nemencio A. Nicodemus Jr., MD, FPCP, DPSEM 


D 
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INNER AWARENESS 


Jaime Licauco 


Question: 

Thave been gaining weight ever since I reached age 40. I guess it's because 
T'm doing more computer work in the office with less exercise. Lately, I have 
been having nape pains and occasional chest pains. Is it possible that I am 
developing heart disease? 


Is Mariang Makiling 
myth or fact? 


ALFREDO SALCEDO JR, A 
young doctor from Iloilo City and 
а regular reader of this column, 
sent several questions that might 
be of interest to other readers as 
well 

Не said, since childhood, he 
һай been interested in paranor- 
mal phenomena and even tried 
to discover them on his own. 

Here are Dr. Salcedo's ques- 
tions and my replies: 

1.15 Mariang Makiling true? 
Have you ever encountered 
her? What is her nature? 

‘According to Philippine folk 
beliefs, there are three diwata or 
enchanted beings, all named 
Maria, living in sacred moun- 
tains. They are Mariang Makiling 
in Mt Makiling, Mariang 
Sinukuan in Mt. Arayat and Mar- 
iang Banahaw in Mt. Banahaw. 

They are considered mythical 
and legendary creatures that do 
not have real existence. 

However, some mystics and 
mediums in Mt. Banahaw told 
me the three Marias were real 
and had appeared to those they 
wanted to see them. 

I do not know personally if 
these three are true or not, But I 
do not doubt the existence of 
such enchanted beings as fairies 
or diwata. They are part of the el- 
'emental kingdom or nature spir- 
its, 

2. If the Mayan Calendar's 
prediction is true (that the pre- 
sent Earth cycle will end at 
midnight of Dec. 11, 2012), 
what can we do to prepare (re- 
ligiously, morally or 
practically) for that 
event? 

There is actually 
mot much time for 
humankind to pre- 
pare, is there? That is 
only five short years 
from пом. There is 
really nothing we 
can do about the 
changes that will oc- 
сш. 

But we can pre- 
pare ourselves by 
raising ош con- 
sciousness or devel- 
oping our sensitivity 
to psychic and spiri 
ual forces. Accord- 
ing to information 
from some benign 
entities, those who 
have raised their lev- 
els of awareness or 
dairvoyance — wil 
know what to do and 
where to go before 
the cycle ends, which 
is always preceded 
by natural calamities 
and disasters. 

It is only very re 
cently that more peo 
ple on Earth are be- 
ginning to be aware 
of and doing some- 
thing about the 
world’s environmen- 
tal and ecological 
problems. For so 
long, warning signs 
were ignored by al- 


most ай govem- 
ments, 
Each of us must do 


‘our part to help re- 
duce the pollution 
ме caused, We can 
not rely on any out- 


side agency to do this 
forus. 
3. Have you 


heard about hemi- 
syne? Is that effec- 
tive? In what way? 
Yes, I have heard 
about it and even 
have two tapes of he- 
misync. As far as I 
know, this was devel- 
oped by the late 
American engineer 
Robert Monroe of 
the Monroe Institute. 
Hemi-sync is short 
for hemispheric зуп- 
chronization. It con- 


al sensitivity and inclinations. For 
some it is effective. They reach 
the alpha state by listening to it 
using an earphone. Separate but 
synchronized sounds are heard 
ineach ear as one listens. 

However, one can also reach 
the alpha state easily even with- 
ош such a device by simply prac- 
ticing the meditative technique I 
teach in my courses. 

4. During my internship, І 
wondered why I got gloomier 
(and sicker) when on duty at 
the pediatric ward than at the 
medical ward. Are there more 
negative energies at the pedi- 
atric ward? 

Perhaps in the hospital where 
you did your internship, yes, but 
‘we cannot generalize. Some peo 
ple are just sensitive to energies 
and others are not. We must look 
atthe pediatric ward to tell what 
‘was causing your negative reac- 

In any big hospital, read that 
there were rooms where more 
patients died than at other rooms 
ог wards. Hospital administra- 
tions should be concerned if they 
notice such a pattern. 


‘Note: For inquiries on Inner 
Mind Development, ESP and Intu- 
ition Development; and Soul- 
mates; Karma and Reincarnation 
seminars by this writer, call 
8107245 ог 8926806, fax 
8159890 or e-mail inneraware- 
ness Z00SGyahoocomph. Visit 
also our website www jaimelicau- 


Doctor Says.. 

When someone gains fat and, 
consequently, gets heavier, it is not just 
the weight that is-gained but more 
importantly, the incřeased-sisk of 
developing other unfavourable 
conditions. It was previously thought that 
being obese was just an aesthetic 
problem, which only causes undesirable 
external appearances. Now, more and more 
studies show that obesity occurs together 
with other diseases including elevated 
blood sugar, high blood pressure and 
abnormal cholesterol levels. 

The clustering of these conditions 
within the same individual has been 
called by several names inthe past, such 
as "Syndrome X”, “Deadly Quartet" and 
"Insulin Resistance Syndrome". But the 
latest term that bas been used to call this 
group of diseases is "Metabolic 
Syndrome". The wotd "syndrome" refers 
to a group of symptoms that collectively 
indicate or characterize a disease. In the 
case of metabolic syndrome, it refers to 
а group of disease conditions that 
increase the risk of developing diabetes 
and heart disease. 

The main feature of metabolic 
syndrome that is a pre-requisite to make a 
diagnosis, according to the International 
Diabetes Federation, is excessive 
abdominal fatness also called central 
obesity. A person of South Asian descent 
is considered obese if the waist 
circumference exceeds 31.5 inches in 
Women and 35 inches in men. Here, the 


waists measured midway between the 
Towai rib and the hipa. 

"When these numbers are exceeded, one 
needs io poses any additonal two of he 
following conditions to qualify as having 
metabolic syndrome: (1) elevated fasting 
blood sugar above 100 mg/dl ora diagnosis 
of diabetes, (2) elevated blood pressure your 4 
above 130/65, (3) reduced levels of good 
cholesterol (HDL): less than 40 mg/dl in П 
mmen and 90 mg/dl women. (4) high levels ар, Ш 
of body fatortrigheendes above 150 туд. 

The best way 0 initially eat metals child’s 
syndrome s үй  stuctid program of 
белуе modification aimed м reducing 
weight by at east 5% within 6 months. ТЫЗ 
achieved thru the incorporation of proper 
neos mici cabo nie Wi 
suco clot is би a 
жетшмей physical activity, wich терг 

Together with weight redaction, iia 
equally important to reduce blood sugar, 
lower the Blood pressure and cholesterol 
levels in order to reduce one's chances of 
developing heart disease and diabetes. 
Necdless to say, your doctor is in the best 
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HONG KONG WINTERFESI 


Dazzzling Nights * + Non- Stop Parties + Aik isnt 7 s 
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This year, Hong Kong's famed WinterFest (30/11/2007 - 1/1/2008) has organized a 
series of fabulous programmes for you. You'll be spoiled for choice with spectacular 
animated illuminations that cover the skyscrapers on both sides of Victoria Harbour. 
The streets and malls are dressed up in dazzling decorations and there аге fabulous 
celebrations and surprise performances by troupes of entertainers. Enjoy mega-savings 
shopping sales plus dining treats and the stupendous New Year countdown with 
rooftop pyrotechnics to welcome the New Year and the 2008 Olympic Games. 


sists of scientifically 
made sounds aimed 
at synchronizing the 
brain waves of the 
left and right hemi- 
spheres of our neo- 
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cortex to achieve Discover happy,sparkling parties at WinterFest. Come with your friends to celebrate 
quickly the alpha or a glittering winter getaway. 
theta state 


nar РЕ Check out more programme highlights at DiscoverHongKong.com. 
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By Mitch Felipe 
Contributor 


EVERY YEAR, NEW PROGRAMS EMERGE 
as a response to growing needs of diverse. 
populations and to attract more people to 
adopta healthy lifestyle. 

Over the years, fitness centers multiplied 
and personal training sessions were offered 
not just for body builders, but for the gener- 
al population. 

Programs for those with medical con- 
cerns like low back pain gained popularity 
since many physical therapists became fit 
ness professionals. The trend convinced the 
public that personal trainers did not have to 
look like those in glossy fitness magazines. 

From basic strength training, regimens 
moved to the use of resistance training ma- 
chines like leg extension to compound body 
weight exercises like squats with upper 
body exercises. 

‘The use of balls, bands and balance 


presents 
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Celebrate the season in the brightest city. Eastwood 
month of December with the brightest stars in the music industry. Watch an 
exciting series of performances featuring Concert King 
Siren Nina. Asia's Songbird Regine Velasquez. And Pop Div 
Make the season truly merry as your city brings you nights of extraordinary 
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Top fitness trends for 2008 


board were favored by trainers for a more 
sports-specific, functional and integrated 
workout session. 

Pre-choreographed classes by Les Mills 
Body Training systems came to the Philip- 
pines in 2002. The six programs—Body 
Balance, Body Pump, Body Combat and 
Body Jam, RPM, Body Attack and Body 
Step were guided by the latest trends in 
music and latest developments in exercise 
science. 

Last year, Bikram Yoga, a 90-minute class 
practiced in a room heated to 105°F with 26 
postures guided by an instructor became 
one ofthe hottest workouts. 


Fitness survey results 

Now the American College of Sports 
Medicine (ACSM) has just released fitness 
predictions for 2008 based on its second 
annual fitness trend survey. 

The top 10 fitness trends were ranked 
from highest to lowest based on opinions of 


health and fitness professionals worldwide: 

1. Educated and experienced fitness 
professionals 

"The increasing involvement of educated 
and experienced fitness professionals tops 
the list mainly because the industry is giv- 
ing much importance in offering large pop- 
ulations a wide variety of exercises that are 
safe and effective. 

‘A certification from groups like the 
American Council on Exercise (ACE) re- 
quires individuals to remain updated on fit- 
ness trends and researches by earning con- 
tinuing education credits through seminars 
and distance learning. 

2. Programs to fight childhood obesity 

‘The problem of obesity starts in child- 
hood and can be attributed to family up- 
bringing. Kids should be introduced to 
sports and parents should be role models 
for healthy eating and active lifestyle, 

Sommerville school in Massachusetts op- 
erates cafeterias that offer fresh fruits, veg- 


Educated 
and 
experienced 
professionals 
willbe more 
involved 
inthe 

fitness 
industry. 
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tables, healthy meals and baked snacks. 
Yoga and dance sessions became part of 
physical education classes. 

More than one million kids are now 
working out in clubs, according to a joint 
survey by International Health, Racquet & 
Sportsclub Association (IHRSA) and Amer- 
ican Sports Data, Inc. Children account for 
17 percent of all individuals purchasing 
training services. 

3. Personal training 

А one-on-one exercise session is recom- 
mended if you have special medical con- 
cerns, want to learn about fitness, or are 
having a hard time sticking to an exercise 
routine. Knowledge will save you time, 
money and effort. 

4. Strength training 

Incorporating strength training into a fit 
ness routine will continue to be emphasized. 

Eight to 10 strength training exercises 
should be done at least twice а week, ac- 
cording to the American Heart Association 
and ACSM's physical activity guidelines. 

5. Core training 

Core training strengthens muscles 
around the spine like the pelvis and abdom- 
inal muscles. Its popularity in fitness train- 
ing is expected to continue with or without. 
equipment. 

6. Special fitness program for older 
adults 

Special programs for older adults to im- 
prove strength and balance will be given 
тоге attention. 

Les Mills' Body Vive, a low impact class 
integrating aerobic exercise, resistance 
training and stretching is especially suited 
to active adults in their 40s to 60s, 

7. Pilates. 

A mind/body class that targets core mus- 
cles and improves overall strength and flex- 
ibility will continue to gain popularity. 

8, Functional fitness 

Functional training mimics movements 
involved in activities of daily living like 
climbing stairs or picking up things from 
the floor. It trains you to do an activity with- 
out getting injured. An exercise like step- 
ups while holding a medicine ball in front 
of you can train you to climb stairs while 
carrying books. 

‘This type of training will help you exer- 
cise in less time to meet the demands of 
your busy schedule. Also, itis more practi- 
cal and the benefits more evident since you 
can apply it to activities of daily living. 

9. Swiss ball 

‘The use of a rubber gym ball with vari- 
able diameter that allows for a wide range 
of activities to help improve core strength 
and balance will also become more popu- 
lar 

10. Yoga. 

Various forms of yoga, like Power Yoga. 
and Bikram Yoga, will continue to be ex- 
plored as fitness activities. 

Yoga trains you to be more aware of your 
body during movements by doing proper 
breathing and relaxation techniques. 

Shirley Quejada, Fitness Network Philip- 
pines president, foresees the popularity of 
mind/body exercises like yoga in the Philip- 
pines due to the increasing stress levels of 
the adult population. 

Email the author at 
lipe@gmail.com 
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Healthy 
digestion 
campaign goes 
nationwide 


YAKULT BRINGS ITS “MABUBUTING 
Baktirya para sa Sigurado Ka Tiyan” 
Probiotics Comprehensive School Pro- 
gram (CSP) nationwide. 

‘The program, undertaken in partner- 
ship with the Department of Education 
and Mary Lindbert International (MLB), 
is currently being implemented in pub- 
lic and private schools in the National 
Capital Region, Region Ш and Region 
МА. 

Tt will soon include schools in the 
‘Visayas and Mindanao. 

‘The program educates and creates 
awareness among grades one and two 
pupils of the importance of the new 
lifestyle science of probiotics to achieve a 
healthy digestive system for a healthy 
body 

‘Apart from providing learning aids, 
students are taken on interactive school 
tours and invited to participate in the an- 
nual hands-on Parol Making Contest, 
with the theme “Paskong Yakult, Paskong 
Pinoy” 

Yakult Philippines Inc. director 
Michael Dy Sun Ong said the company 
had taken pride in producing some of 
the best recycled lantems showcasing 
the ingenuity of children, 

Contestants create Christmas sym- 
bols using empty Yakult bottles, in addi- 
tion to other materials. 

Winning lanterns are displayed at the 
Yakult University in Japan, Ong said. 

He said the company was looking for- 
ward to the participation of students 
from Visayas and Mindanao this year 
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LOOKING” 
BELLY 


If your “pregnant-looking” belly is 
Se giving you constant ridicule, it's now 
INSIDE Ойт time to give birth to a new you. 

Cory Quirino 


ELECTRO-LIPOLYSIS at Marie France 
FOR MEN helps you lose your oversized 


. . belly by melting hard-to-lose fat in the 
unkin t eha 1t tummy area, giving you flatter abs. 
See and feel the difference when you 


lose inches off your waistline. 
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5 Without the will to change, it has sik protein and ginseng extract to make 
bad habits are hard to give up, ‘oar Oronta Бешик «fi 
Heart meditation according to Pfizer that con Arsen 
Sit quietly in the early morn- ducted decades 


ing. Close your eyes. Focus your the challenge of quitting smok- Available in 10 vibrant colors! 
breathing and attention to the ing. Did you know that there 
middle of your chest. Find your ате 4,000 chemicals in a 
spiritual heart directly behind cigarette? Some have been 
your ribcage, in the center of linked to cancer. 
your heart. ‘Within 20 minutes of quitting 
Do not listen to your heart your heart rate normalizes. And 
beat, simply feel Find that Within 12 hours, carbon 
space where the heart is. Soon monoxide levels in your body 
you will be aware of peace willdropto normal. 
‘when you let your breath goin- Quitting may be easier for 
to your heart center others. Some have the power to 
Now visualize soft pastel go cold turkey Others will re 
lights. If you sit and listen, your quire help. With Champix 
heart will release emotions you Varenicline Tartrate, there is 
have long kept impri aboutan 80-percent chance you 
oned—fears, wishes, feelings, could quit the habit. 
memories. The oral medication, that 
It is okay if you fall asleep. needs a doctors prescription, 
Just go back to your meditation. Works on the brain to block an 
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MISS Earth contestants had a Body Jam session—a fun, 
dance exercise where they learned how to kielcbox and “hip 
hop" for fitness. 


Beauty queens 
share their 
health secrets 


CANDIDATES FOR MISS 
Earth 2007 took a break from 
their hectic schedule for a day 
of fimess and fun during the 
Nesvita Wellness Day at Fitness 
Firstat The Fort. 

Nesvita partnered with Fit- 
ness First that offers a variety 
of finess classes using state- 
of-the-art facilities. The ses- 
sion gave candidates a one- 
of-a-kind fitness experience. 

During the Nesvita Well- 
ness Day, Miss Earth contes- 
tants did some cardio exercis- 
ез and weight training. They 
were also treated to a Body 
Jam session—a fun, energet- 
ic dance exercise where they 
earned how to kick-box and 
"hip-hop" their way to fit- 

The candidates enjoyed 
the workout, as they got to 
sweat it out while grooving to 
the latest dance tunes, 

After the workout, Miss 
Earth candidates sampled 
Nesvita’s different nutritional 
variants. As they enjoyed 
Nesvita Pro Weight Manage- 
ment milk, zero-percent-fat ' 
yogurt and healthy oats, MISS Ukraine Galyna 
some of the candidates Andreeva 
shared their health and beau- 
ty secrets. 

Miss USA Lisa Marie 
Forbes believes living healthy 
is very important. "But one 
should take ita step at a time. 
You gradually do more as you. 
build your strength and 
stamina." 

To maintain her fit and 
svelte figure, Miss USA eats 
foods that are low in fat. She 
complements her healthy di- 
et with weight training and 
cardio exercises. 

For Miss Ukraine Galyna 
Andreeva, a combination of 
"healthy diet and proper exer- 
cise is the way to go. 

^L choose only healthy 
foods like fresh fruits and 
vegetables. also drink lots of 
water. I love dancing, which 
isa fun yet healthy way to ex- 
excise.” 


my weight.” 

Miss Guatemala Jessica 
Scheel Noyola agrees. "Milk 
gives me the calcium I need 
to strengthen my bones and 
give me good posture." 

‘The beauty contestants al- 
so think oats and cereals play 
am important role in achiev- 
ing good health 

Miss Switzerland Stefanie 
Gossweiler makes it а point 
to include oats in her diet. 
“Oats are a good source of 
fiber that helps cleanse my 
body. That's why I make sure 
to have it for breakfast.” 

‘Trina Abola, Nesvita con- 
sumer marketing team lead- 
er, said, “Parmering with the 
Miss Earth pageant gives us 
the opportunity to educate 
people on wellness and har- 
mony around the world. 
For these beauties, milk is Through the Nesvita Well 
an important part of their di- mess Day, Miss Earth cendi 
et. dates not only got to prepare 

Miss Lithuania Monika Bal- for the much-anticipated 
iunaite says, “Milk provides beauty pageant, but also in- 
my body with all the nutri. spired other people to adopt 
ents that 1 need to maintain a healthy lifestyle as well 


m 
MISS USA Lisa Marie. 

p „Forbes complements her 

healthy diet with weight 
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Football is alive and kicking 


WHO SAYS FOOTBALL IS NOT POPULAR 
in the Philippines? 

Not the more than 20,000 people who 
trooped to the recent two-day Alaska Cup 
2007 held at the Alabang Country Club 
Fields, Ayala Alabang, 

More than 250 teams and 3,500 players 
from Davao, Bacolod, Cebu, Пойо, Baguio, 
Subic, Olongapo, Pampanga, Rizal, Cavite, 
Batangas, Laguna and the best schools and 
clubs in Metro Manila participated. 

Local soccer fans got a glimpse of interna- 
tional-caliber football when Ezo El Habid, 
‘who was Most Valuable Player, led defend- 
ing champion Baguio Tiger Football Club to 
victory in the Men's Open category. 

Tamasak Football Club of Iloilo, led by 
МУР Roynick Bernardo, beat Sacred Heart 
Cebu, who settled for second, in the Boys 10. 
Ateneo de Davao was third and Cebu Inter- 
rational School was fourth. 

‘Ateneo de Davao, with MVP Erika Turtur, 
topped the Girls 12. De la Salle Zobel was 
second; Makati Football Club (Makati FC), 
third; and Cebu 18, fourth. Ateneo beat De la 
Salle Zobel, 4-1, with Alexi Nina Arrieta, 
Shannen Gapate and Ana Aguilo scoring 
goals, 

‘Tournament director Tomas Lozano, said 
he felt happy to have helped 3,500 football 
players have fun and enjoy themselves. 

‘The Alaska Football Cup is sponsored by 
the Alaska Milk Corporation, headed by Wil- 
fred Steven Uytengsu, president; and 
Joaquin Trillo, sports development manag- 

Stefanie Pheasant powered De la Selle 
University past University of the Philippines 
Diliman in the Ladies Open. Makati FC won 
in most categories. It was in first place in 
Boys 16, Girls 16, Boys 19, Boys 14 and Boys 
12, 

Makati Football School, behind MVP Fares 
Sorial, won in the Boys 8 over Tamasak. Ate- 
neo de Davao was third and Don Bosco Pam- 
panga fourth, 

In the Boys 16, Xavier FC was in second 
place; Brent 15, third; and Ateneo de Davao, 
fourth. MVP was Jacobo Lorenzo of Makati 
FC. In the Girls 16, in second place was 


& 7 LlearVid 
Pi CMOSsensor 


The ClearVid CMOS Sensor tiles unique and 
magical 45" angle layout to effectively double the 
surface area of each рдей This enables the sensor to 
capture all your memories in wider color and perfect 
qualty while allowing you to shoot longer recordings 
with its lower power consumption. 
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THE TAMASAK Football Club from lloilo, center of football in the Philippines, won 


the Boys 10 category. 


British School; third, Davao United; and 
fourth, Cebu IS. MVP was Giorgia Guidicelli, 
Makati FC. 

Inthe Boys 14, in second place was Xavier 
Alumni FC; third, FC Dabaw; and fourth, 
Brent Mamplasan. MVP was Gabriel Vorbeck 
of Makati FC. In the Boys 12, in second place 
was De la Salle Antipolo; third, Tamasak Toi- 
10; and fourth, Ateneo de Davao. Kieran 
Bellew of Makati FC was МУР 

Alabang Football School won in the Play- 
ers б. Futbol Funtatics was in second place; 
De la Salle Zobel, third; and Makati Football 
School, fourth. Maona Chavanon of Alabang 
FS was MVP 

Tn the Men's Open, Veterans Football Club 
took home the second prize, De la Salle Uni- 
versity, third; and Nomads FG, fourth. The 
Baguio Ladies was in third place in the 
Ladies Open, while University of Santo 
Tomas was fourth. 

De la Salle Zobel won in the Girls 14; Ate- 
neo de Davao, second; Flames FC, third and 
Makati FC, fourth. 

De la Salle University was second in Boys 
19; De la Salle Zobel, third; and Xavier 
‘Alumni FC, fourth, 


MOANA Shavanon (right) of the Alabang 
Football School won MVP honors in the 
under age group. 


a Special Moment 
with Sony Handycam! 


Ву merging high capaci with low energy consumption 


and efficent electric discharge, the results a longer 
‘battery Pus with ошт batteries, you can see. 
remaining minutes of battery Ие on the LCD screen, 
letting you exchange batteries at your convenience. 


Visit our new website at www sony.com.ph 
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GORGEOUS Samantha 
Eduque and Wyngard Tracy 


JOYBUENSALIDO and 
Tantoco 


daughter Monique 


CITIBANK'S Mon del Rosario, Sonya Perez 
and Francis Caberoy 


AYALA Mall's hot women ac 
Tomeldan and Cora Dizon 


Ec 


ST. JAMES bazaar 
committee 
members: Edza 
Gonzales, Msgr. 
Ernie Joaquin, Ricky 
Presa and Titang 
Montinola. 
Standing: mother. 
and daughter Mimi 
and Nikki Vale 


 APEA'S Nordiana 
Rahim and james 
Lee-Valentine with 
Asian Spirit's 
Noel Oñate 


‘MO! flanked by Citibank marketing director Cecille 
Fonacier and Rustan's adorable southern lady Nena Vargas 


"um 'OL NEVER HAD SO MUCH FUN 
going to a grocery than did that. 


evening, when Rustan's Fresh Su- 
permarketopened its doors from 8 p.m. 
til midnight exclusively to tons of Citibank 
Gold and Platinum cardholders, palanggas. 
What awaited the privileged few? Check 
this out: free groceries in a recyclable bag, 
complimentary rolls of rye bread, waived 
parking fees and fantastic discounts of as 
much as 50 percent on chilled Australian 
beef and lamb, premium seafood items, as 
well as loads of buy-one- 
takeone offers and so 
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CITIBANK country business manager Mark Jones with wife Jennie, and Rustan's Crickette and Donnie Tantoco 


A fresh, midnight treat for a Е ЕЯ few 


personalities Angel Aquino, Nancy С: 
tiglione and local R&B sensation Kris 
Lawrence. Of course, famed Adidas ath- 
etes and sportscasters did not miss such an 
occasion. 

Sportscasters ВШ Velasco and Jude Tur- 
euato, together with hot professional bas- 
ketball players Larry Fonacier, Wesley 
Gonzales and Enrico Villanueva, all wit- 
messed the one-of-a-kind store launch, 
dahlings. 

True to Adidas original style, the event 

had tons of exciting and 
unique activities. Hosted 


much more, palangeas. by sporscaster George 

Hours before the official WirHour 1 Rocha and Lia Cruz, with 
startoftheevent, Citibank BATTING Magic 89.9 DJs Sam YG, 
cardholders gathered out- AN EVEL ASH Slick Rick and Tony Tony, 


side, the lines extending to 
the entire Rustan's Super- 
market block, would you 
believe? 

Tall, dashing Mark 
Jones, Citibank’s mega 
country business manager, 
happily checked out the 
mob with his tres charmante wife Jennie, 
together with Rustan's young power couple 
Donnie Tantoco and eye-catching wife 
with the four B's Crickette Yu Т, no less, 
dahlings. 

Mark J. said: "We realize people do their 
grocery shopping as close to home as possi- 
ble forconvenience so we invited cardhold- 
ers who work or live in the area. We are 
looking forward to replicating the success 
of this affair in other communities. With 
Rustan's generous assistance, this sale real 
ly delivered on that promise." 

Though the queues were long—and I 
mean long—at the payment counters, even. 
‘way past midnight, shoppers continued to 
fill two or three pushearts, paying for their 
purchases with their Citibank cards. 

‘Imagine shopping till you dropped while 
sipping wine or booze and nibbling on deli- 


„ious canapés. Now thats really hard to 


‘beat, palanggas. 

No wonder that happening was such a 
‘tremendous success. The next hot sale 
night will be at Rustan's Supermarket Fresh 
at Shangri-La Mall, Edsa on Nov. 28. And 
yes, dahlings, this is only from Citibank and 
Rustan's Fresh. 


Celebrating originality 
Ir was a star-studded occasion hosted by 
one of the world’s premier sports brands 
‘Adidas launched its newest Originals Con- 
cept store at upscale TriNoma, palanggas. 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


Celebrating the event were television 


] the program opened with a 
series of performances. 

Highlight of the event 
was the awarding of win- 
ners in the month-long pho- 
to contest with the theme, 
“ме and my Adidas Origi 
nals: Celebrate Originality” 
Judges included Adidas CFO Joel 
Orense; Viktor Jeans owner Ino Caluza; 
Adidas Originals brand ambassadors Nancy 
and Angel; Maxim Philippines editor Rovil- 
son Fernandez; and Adidas managing di- 
Tector Joey Singian who announced the 

Emil Perez and Jen Ledesma each re- 
ceived a one-year supply of Adidas Origi- 
nals Kicks for their winning photos, “Evolu- 
tion” and "Woman's Best Friend." Joseph 
Rocamora won a half year supply of Adidas 
Originals footwear. 

Proving to be a true fashionista destina- 
Чоп, with tons of limited-edition products, 
the TriNoma Adidas Originals Concept Store 
also carries limited-edition Adidas-inspired 
Viktor jeans design by Ino C,, dablings. 

The Adidas Originals Concept Store is at 
2/F, TriNoma, QC. 

Outstanding airline 

For exemplary performance in the avia- 
Чоп industry, Asian Spirit Airlines was 
named Most Outstanding Airline during 
the 15th Annual Asia Pacific Exceilence 
Awards (Apea). 

Receiving the award at the Philippine 
Stock Exchange Tower in Ortigas Center, 
Pasig, from Apez's Nordiana Rahim, co- 
chair, and James Lee-Valentine, chair, was 
no less than Noel Oñate, hotshot chair of 
Asian Spirit 


Bazaar south of Manila 

Take note, all you bazaar goers. This one 
is a must-go-to, palanggas, Nov. 30- Dec. 2, 
at Cuenca Community Center and St 
James Parking Lot, Ayala, Alabang. 

It is going to be the biggest one yet in 
terms of the number of concessionaires 
—with more than 500, dahlings. 

The variety of products is so enormous 
you will be able to complete your Christmas. 
‘shopping list. 

Manufacturers, exporters, importers and 
traders from all over the Philippines, from 
north to south, are participating. 

А food pavilion will feature well-known 
eateries while prizes in the grand raffle in- 
lude TV sets, DVD players and other valu- 
able items. 

Major sponsors include Purefoods, 
Unilever, Absolute Vodka, Fundador, Coca 
Cola, Viva Mineral Water, Mega Publishing, 
palanggas. 


МАСС 89.9 Dj Slick Rick, Adidas’ Goody Custodio, Bill Velasco and 


Bebong Muñoz 


Vion 


ADIDAS’ JOEL Orense and Joey Singian with Rovilson Fernandez 
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MAGICIAN Conrad „~ze 
Alampay with Adidas’ 
Mitch Averiaand 
Pamela So 


R&B singer Kris 
Lawrence 
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ADIDAS photo- 
contest winner Emil Nc 

Perez with his JEN LEDESMA shows off her winning photo 
"Evolution" "Woman's Best Friend." 


BASKETBALL players Enrico Villanueva, 
Wesley Gonzalez and Larry Fonacier 
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Godinez and 
husband Herb 
et ready for a 
interview, whil 
director Ramona 
Diaz checks the’, 
camera. i 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


PIOTOCOUATES OF CNE DU INC. 


HE IRONY IS NOT 
lost on Tony Gloria, 
head of Unitel Pictures. 

‘Although Ramona Diazs new 
documentary "The Learning" has 
attracted grants from abroad, it has 
yet to ink deals with local sponsors 
apart from Unitel. 

‘The documentary, which focuses 
‘on a group of Filipino schoolteach- 
ers who have migrated to Balti- 
more, is subsidized by Unitel, the 
Center for Asian-American Media 
and the Sundance Institute Docu- 
mentary Fund, 

Diaz, whose previous docu "Imel- 
da" won Best Cinematography at 
the 2004 Sundance Film Festival is 
considered an alumna of that top 
US indie film fest said Gloria. 

"The initial research and devel- 
‘opment was sponsored by Sun- 
dance," recalled Gloria, executive 
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producer. “Then Unitel came in to 
help finish the film. Its been very 
difficult. With very little resources, 
Ramona shot for a year and a half.” 

In an interview last June, Diaz 
told InqumeR Entertainment that 
she was open to the idea of more fi- 
nanciers coming in. 

Tito Velasco, chief operating offi- 
cerof Unico Entertainment, told the 
Inquirer last Saturday that the docu 
is currently in the middle of “offline 
editing,” Keeping in step with the 
Sundance timetable. 


January preem 

It is scheduled to premiere in 
Sundance late January next year. 

"We have a new 10-minute work- 
in-progress [demo reel] that is very 
good," Velasco noted, adding that 
talks with prospective sponsors are 
ongoing. 

In spite of the obstacles, Diaz re- 
mained focused in chronicling the 
life stories of teachers Rhea Espedi- 
do, Mary Angel Alim, Dorotea 


INSIDE 
© More Christmas carols for 
feuding celebs Dollywood/t6 
© Piolo and Sam: What's all the 
fuss? Feedbaclves 
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Godinez, Grace Amper, among oth- 
en. 

Last June, Diaz documented 
these teachers homecomings in 
their respective provinces Cebu, 
Sorsogon, Rizal, Cagayan de Oro. 

“Their stories are very com- 
pelling,” Diaz noted. In the end, she 
recalled, the teachers became dili- 
gent in informing the filmmaker of 
the latest goings-on in their lives. 

Gloria feels strongly about this 
docu. "There have been many arti- 
Чез and TV shows done on Filipino 
teachers abroad. But there's never. 
been a docu that followed teachers. 
for almost two years." 

“Babad kami sa mga ekuwelahan 
(We were immersed in the 
schools),” Diaz quipped. Some of 
the students agreed to be part of the 
movie; the others refused. "We 
didn't force them." 

Gloria pointed out that while pre- 
vious attempts to tell the OFW sto- 
ту, especially in feature films, were 
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Hairloss is wrecking 
her life and she doesn’t 


know why. | \ 


Thinning hair makes а woman look older. When your hair's 
health, shine and bounce weaken, it seems your personality is 
likewise affected. Self-consciousness, diminished self-esteem, 


even bouts of depression may occur. 


‘Most women who have gone through this harrowing experience 
say they tried everything to stop hairloss, from special treatments 
at the salon, to a whole range of over-the-counter products. But 
nothing worked. Sadly, many “remedies” may have actually made 
the condition worse. Until they found out the reason why they 


were losing hair, little could be done to end the problem. 


Possible reasons for hairloss. 


p 


But Ramona Diaz's 'The 
; Learning’ hasn’t found 
* enough local supporters 


The BEST show in ASIA! 
'A must see show 


us 
Casino Filipino 
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Women's hairloss can be caused 
by hormonal changes. Female Pattern. 
Baldness (or Androgenetic Alopecia) 
is a reaction to male hormones in the. 
body (androgens) which can weaken. 
а woman's hair. Other factors сап 
be stress, poor nutrition, illnesses and 
reaction to certain medications, 
childbirth and menopause, frequent. 
coloring, curling, straightening, and 
many more. Most causes of hairloss, 
when they are correctly identified, 
сап be treated with good results. 
Getting the facts on why you are 
losing hair. 

Trichology is the study of the 
functions and problems of hair. A 
trichologist is someone who has been 
educated in the subject and is qualified 
to determine the reasons why your hair 
is not in good health. 


Where do you find a trichologist? 
‘One name that has been synonymous 
with Professional Trichology in the 
Philippines for more than 25 years 
Svenson. Svenson trichologisis will 
examine your hair and scalp and give 
you advice on what to do. 

А trichologist - what does it cost? 

Nothing. Svenson trichologists 
offer an in-depth Hair & Scalp analysis 
totally free of charge. 

Pre-hairloss symptoms. 

Before your hair starts falling out, 
be aware of early warning signs such 
as persistent dandruff, flaking, and 
scalp irritations. Beat hairloss - see a 
trichologist when you see these signs! 

These visible indications areembar- 
rassing, and when combined with dirt 
їп the atmosphere, shampoo chemicals 
or excess oiliness, they can block 
follicles, badly affecting hair growth. 


Treatments to help your hair. 

Depending on the findings of your 
Hair & Scalp analysis, you can decide 
оп treatment programs including: 

ULTRA HAIR REINFORCER - 
deep-cleans scalp, creates healthier 
environment for growth. Hair becomes 
thicker, shinier, more lush. 

ULTRA-LUSH VOLUMIZER - 
quickly controls and stops hair fall, 
helps restore original lushness, volume 
and softness. 

SCALP-CORRECTIVE- eliminates 
dandruff, flaking and other irritations, 
returns scalp to normal state, prevents 
imminent hairloss, 


Make an appointment today 
to see a trichologist 


free of charge. 
Call Svenson at 892-4247/ 
234-0851(Cebu). 
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flying and. simple acrobatics 


combination of your own and | 
be prepare to learn a dance. 
combinations in the audition, 


MUSICIANS who can sight read and 
do basic improvisations. Please be 


family..." Prepared to play from a provided score. 


Audition Date: 04 December 2007 
Registration time: 9am-12nn 

Audition Proper: 1-5pm 

Venue: PAGCOR Grand Theater 

Airport Casino Filipino 

Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
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Science fiction 
became popular 
in the 50's. 


Introduced in 1951. 
ф Like science fiction, 
\\ Cream Corn Starch is 


popular to this day. 
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ИЕ: 
Film on teachers... 


From page El 
basically “romanticized and fic- 
tionalized," “The Learning” pre- 
sents these teachers’ reality, 
warts and all. 


MM TA] 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


"Ramona followed them 
from recruitment to their first 
vacation as balikbayan. These 
are the stories we don't see in 
the movies,” he explained. 
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Beauties raise funds for cancer patients 
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BRUCE Quebral helps collect donations. 
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4 Misit BINIBINING PILIPINAS AND MUTYA NG 
Richar d Ron Pilipinas beauties аге working together to 
манеш the cate [o] DEO : EBLE STADION SEATING: raise funds for the benefit of cancer patients 
MAURO eae Bao CHO ELC тн. оккквкнскЕ Ladies of the two longest-running na- 


Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart. tional beauty pageants raised P30,000 last 
Harry Connick, Je and more. > week in a single activity for ће Cancer War- 


Eastwood City 
Presents 


zd riors Foundation (CWE) at П Ponticello bar 
Every Tuesday at BP me 1 z 2n „| inMakati city. 

орага Ске | „> Ж Present were were Mutya ng Pilipinas 2007 

FREE ADMISSION! ‘ONE MORE CHANCE | Я 2nd runner-up Rica Taylor, 2007 Bb. Pilipinas 

me ОШО: | wowr — wos | UU [| murem mar 287 nie 

Eastwood City вй! 54579001930 | 1051 9165/20 "E к Pilipinas-Tourism Wendy Valdez. Rica, who cel- 

pd i 2 =Й ebrated her 23rd birthday that night, is a CWP 

GAMEPLAN SUPERBAD | ENCHANTED 1250/10) volunteer 


Rica told Inqumen Entertainment she asked 
the bar overs permission to collect donations 
from the guests. Not only did the owners agree, 
Rica said; they also vowed to suppor future en. 
deavers. Margaret Wilson, 2007 Bb, Pilipinas. 
World, currently in China for the Miss World 
FRACCAMES: AKON - LIVE IN MANILA pageant, called and pledged support as well 
Мох 28, Wednesday ] Said Rica, "Who would have thought 
LL ss AU COCA М асыга Noc, Тиз Вт Muryas and Binibinis would ever get together 
common cause?” 


х t More beauties are expected to join subse- 
29,430,740, 1020 gence 


E TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA SKECHERS STREETDANCE BATTLE YEAR 3 f“ Wendy boyfriend, actor Bruce Quebral, al- 
* so helped at 1 Ponticello. Donors received gifts 
BEOWULF Noc30 Fr, Born Dec. Sod, 6pm Fom Ever Bena comete and Mary Paine. 
225,585,745, 1020 Р Salon, 
к For ticket inquiries, please call TihatNer at 911-5555 or log on to www.ickenetcomph ША К 
warriors org. 


ONE MORE CHANCE HEY | anw запа HITMAN 630) 900 
241520, 0/038 


маз 
p 
305,538.755, 1828 
9 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood Cy 


E, Rodriguez J; Ave (C5) Quezon Cty ENCHANTED 


687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


ES AARAL ЖЖ TERETE RES 


AT THE CINEMAS АТ THE MALLS 


Mese your Neots by teuing SURESERTS GB or SURESERTS Gë l 20 (Globa) or 211 [eat or э e н ем кити com rw а а Не NEES, мани Ayala 
1729-7777 Jahan Town Семет. 8002782 772160 Martel! Mare 
ave snes may charge wel rar nal. Ри viai, vse Alabang low Cemer POTUM, Мае! Manier. ш 


soam со |? aman 


fhe Nay planes enchanteo |6 ємснамтео 


Sounds of Christmas: Christmas Chorale 
feat. Phil. Jesuit Community 
November 24; 6pm; Glorietta 4 Park 


Holiday Open Concert 


EZ verter ЕБ РАО Данзан 


TOWN November 23 to Ж: Viam Эрт ЕК Activity Center 
чтман ENCHANTED I9 
ENCHANTED 4 5 BEOWULF AYALA CENTER Metrobank Car Event 
ALABANE m— -— 
TOWN MARKET: MARKET. November 19 to 23; Activity Center 


CENTER umm 


Repertory Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
ONE MORE 2. November 9 - December 16, 2007 
‘CHANCE inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 


wur repertory -philippines.com 
BEOWULF 


WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
november 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Flor Galery 
ALS re nanny piares |4 HITMAN D ^ enchanteo For more into, pls. call 757-747 to 21 loc. 14 or emaii museum inqulry@ayalamuseum org 


4 


BEOWULF Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion. 


with the Augustinian Larks 


ТМ, December 8; 6pm; Activity Center 
^^ 


Rhythm Academy: Pops Fernandez. 
and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim 
December 16; 6pm; Activity Center 


THE GAMEPLAN HITMAN 


6 7 


ENCHANTED ENCHANTED 


ра ê 
gee Opens Tomorrow at The Cat т The Hat 
x GLORIETTA 4 ы E ive only 
and GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS at Ayala Malis! 


From the director of 


“Monsoon Wedding" and "Vanity Fair” 
Based on the Pulitzer prize winning author's best selling novel 


THE With 5юлека the Musica, itv 


NAMESAKE Monat ma 


“Know where you come Irom To get where your're going. 


“A spellbinding exploration of 


LOVE and BELONGING.” 2 г = sar psn 


cb farseer TSW i 
аас. AYALA CENTER 


UNDER FIRE, UNDER PRESSURE. улер. HOW uo foU w m 1n 
OUT OF TIME, FOXX TO? Aarau f STRICTLY ЫЗ 


pm) m LINE Ho SPP AFH 
THE CHRIS o ae 


KINGDOM Z5 ste, 


ATOH or OB AAS TS AAN aro Ба КШ Н ЕЛЕЕ ИН 45 y 
ЖИГ ШЙ MIO GARA SEU SES zT DAIRA “EE 
ТЇШ SARI SOUL ЖН ШЕЙ НЕШ SLE ОАО ЕВА 


Wany. tne-kinadommovie.com - E 
езуни цат vean. 


OPENS TOMORROW ~ 


‘TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2007 


ENTER 


QCRIQUIRER- 


NMENT 


A movie about moving on—and coming full circle 


CATHY GARCIA-MOLINAS LATEST 
movie, "One More Chance," starts off 
with a dynamic bang, showing lovers 
played by Bea Alonzo and John Lloyd. 
Cruz still squabbling after five years of 
being together. Clearly there's some- 
thing wrong with the “perfect” union 
of these two beautiful people. 

That "something" boils down to his 
controlling ways, which have tight- 
ened like a noose around her pretty 
neck. What to do? She takes a deep 
breath—and breaks up with him. 

At first, he doesn’t think she's seri- 
‘ous. How could she “throw away” five 
“beautiful” years, just like that? But, 
she sticks to her guns with gritted 
teeth—and he hurts like heck. For 
‘weeks. Months, even. 

Much later, he and she finally learn 
to “move on.” Well, sort of. He still 
freaks out when he sees her with a new 
hunk (Derek Ramsay), although the 
relationship is strictly platonic. 


‘Then, he gets himself a new girl 
(Maja Salvador)—and Bea finds her- 
self suffering. What gives? We thought 
she wanted to extricate herself from 
his asphyxiating embrace, so why is 
she feeling pangs of jealousy? Could 
the original couple ever get back to- 
gether again? 

Well, naturally. That's clearly the 
way this movie's plot arc has been 
structured, so it's only a matter of time 
before the regulation Happy Ending is 
worked out. 

Sounds a bit forced? Well, that’s 
mainstream cinema for you—stereo- 
typical viewer expectations have to be 
fulfilled, no matter how weakly 
‘worked out the solution may be. 

Which is not to say that “One More 
Chance" is a bad film. In fact, its first 
half is focused, detailed and dynamic, 
not just telling the lead lovers’ story 
but also situating it within the clarify- 
ing context of their mutual friends and 


respective relatives. That isn't an easy 
thing to do well, so the director should 
stand up and take a well-deserved 
bow. 

Trouble is, she can't sustain the 
brisk pace she's set for herself, and 
the movie's second half betrays the 
film's basic weaknesses. These in- 
clude some rather extraneous charac- 
ters (played by Al Tantay and 
Nanette Inventor) who aren't devel- 
‘oped properly so they can impinge on 
the central characters, some escapist 
twists and turns in the story, and un- 
thinking flubs like having architect 


Bea inspecting a building construc- 
tion site in high heels. 

But the movie's most serious lapse is 
the blithe, cavalier way with which it 
disposes of John Lloyd's new love (Ma- 
je), so the original couple's reconcilia- 
tion can be easily effected. 

Not only does this do an injustice to 
Maja's character (what is she, used tis- 
sue paper?), but it weakens the entire 
movie's dramatic cogency and believ- 
ability. 

Instead of being so cavalier in di 
missing John Lloyd's new girlfriend, 
this film's director and writers could 
have dealt with the “triangulated” con 
flict head-on, and the extra effort and 
honest artistic concern could have re- 
sulted in a more complex, truthful and 
‘emotionally instructive film, 

Оп point of performance, Bea and 
John Lloyd do better here than in their 
previous co-starrers. But John Lloyd 
should continue to push himself more, 


so that he doesn't rely on his good 
looks and facile smile to win points for 
himself, 

Bea is more venturesome here, occa- 
sionally pushing her performance be- 
yond the usual “looker” and “kilig” pa 
Tameters. Maja also does well, except 
that her character arc is artificially 
aborted by standard mainstream exi- 
gencies, 

That, by the way goes double for 
Derek Ramsay, who's limited to just be- 
ing a shoulder to cry on for tearful Bea. 
How frustrating it must have been for 
the actor to find himself restricted to 
serving as the male version of the regu- 
Jation “bestfriend” of the female lead, a 
role that used to be reserved for distaff 
or gay starlets. 

Despite these negative notes, “One 
More Chance” is still eminently view- 
able for its plus points. They show that 
the production's heart, if not its good 
judgment, isin the right place. 


PIOLO Pascual and Sam Milby flank lawyer Joji Alonso during a press 
conference following the fling of a complaint against writer Lolit 


Solis. 


Readeriwriterjon L, SÎlva believes ABS CEN should have 
‘counseled the two guys to "weather the storm.” 


What is their problem? 


From John L Silva Gsil- 
va79 hotmail.com): 


AMERICAN MATINEE IDOL Tab 
Hunter comes to mind while 
reading the multimillion peso 


can of tuna, and their movies will 
be boycotted, and they are now 
mentally distraught because 
they've been called gay what do 
you think we gays feel? Suicidal? 
Failed шашар, sex, and 


THELAST MAN ON EARTH... IS NOT alone. 

In the Warner Bros. action adventure “I 
‘Am Legend," the big-screen adaptation of 
the legendary novel by Richard Matheson, 
Robert Neville (Will Smith) is a brilliant sci- 
entis, but he could not contain an unstop- 
pable, incurable, man-made virus. Some- 
how immune, Neville is now the last human 
survivor in what is left of New York 
City—and maybe the word. 

For three years, Neville bas faithfully sent 
ош daily radio messages: "My name is A 
Robert Neville. am a survivor living in 
New York City. IF there is anybody 
ош there... Please.” ТАКЕ 7 

But he is not alone. Mutant victims „ FIVE” 
of the plague—The Infected—iurk f А.А 
in бе shadows... watching 
Neville's every move... waiting for him to 
make a fatal mistake. 

Directed by Francis Lawrence, "Am Leg- 
end" is written for the screen by Mark Pro- 
tosevich and Akiva Goldsman, based on the 
screenplay by John William and Joyce Н. 
Corringron. 

Following are excerpts from an interview 
with the Hollywood A-list actor: 


fects movies a lot, so there's a whole lot of 
green screen stuff where youre actually 
acting by yourself or with a green tennis 
ball thats supposed to be a monster. So, my 
experience has made me feel comfortable 
їп those situations. 


How physical a role is this for you? 

‘There's not a lot of hand-to-hand combat. 
with the Dark Seekers (the mutants of the 
film); it's mostly from a distance, and be- 
cause of the nature of their strength and 
speed, you can't really fight them up close. 
It was mostly running and shooting. 


Do you consider this film to be scifi, or 
sci-fact— how real do you think is this sit- 
uation? 
The types of movies Im trying to make 
now are non-genre. Im trying to fit the 
‘small “art movies" into the middle of the 
77 big, stellar, blockbuster casing. 1 
Ў think that with “I Am Legend,” the 
design is non-genre. The movie is 
designed around the exploration of 
the trauma the person experi- 
ences. Were trying not to allow 
the genre to dictate what the scene can be. 


believe your daughter is in the film? 

Yes. Well, my last füm, "The Pursuit of 
Happyness,” was with my son, Jaden, and 
my daughter just wasn't having that. She 
wasn't happy about that at all. 

‘There was а role for a daughter in this 
script, in the pre-apocalyptic section where 
Tm trying to get my family out of New York, 
so there are a couple of scenes with my 
daughter, Willow, who is 6 years old. 


How different was the experience com- 
pared with doing the music video? 

Its а hugely different experience. There's 
no dialogue in music videos, which makes it 
a completely different skill set. 


Have you always liked to do sci-fi films in 
the past? 

T have always loved sci-fi. This movie is 
more of a throwback to the days before lots 
of big special effects came in, when science 
fiction was ай story In this film ай the con- 
centration is on character and story. The 
special effects are this added bonus that just. 


How much time do you devote to music 
now? 


No music at all. Specifically with 
“Am Legend,” I think that I'm hit 


What attracted you to this film? 
Its the last thing you expect. I read the 


libel suit filed by actors Piolo 
Pascual and Sam Milby against 
gossip columnist Lolit Solis for 
insinuating that they're gay. In 
1956, Tab was at the peak of his 
career, The handsome "boy- 
next-door” was the leading man 
in movies with co-stars like 
Lana Turner, Natalie Wood and 
Sophia Loren. His stature ri- 
valed James Dean and Marlon 
Brando and his studio, Warner 
Brothers, made a lot of money 
on him. He went into singing 
and released his first major 
nationwide hit “Young 
Love.” Everyone had а 

crush on Tab that one 
Valentines Day he re- 


checking whos gay is the redun- 
dant theme in show biz gossip. If 
youre young and handsome and 
trying to make it in show biz, 
you're automatically 
rumor mill. A P124 
against a hapless columnist with a 
checkered background and whose 
writing isnt worth getting one's 
Panties in a twist, seems like an 
overkill. 

Lawyer Alonso gets the prize, 
though, for her reasons on press- 
ing the libel suit. She says the gos- 

sip item is a crime against her 

dient's honor, their purity and 


FEEDBACK еэ P n 


for the 
n lawsuit 


him? 


alone. 


dignity now destroyed. 
adds, “we all know for a 


script almost 10 years ago and I just love 
how bold itis. 


As an actor, how diffi- 
cultis it to prepare for a 
role where you don’t 


‘whom to interact? 


the last man on earth. 


How do you feel about the charac- 
ter; is there anything of you in 


It was some of the 
‘opposite of who I 

am in the charac- 

ter that intrigued 

me—it's rare that 1 

feel alone and actually am 


keeps punching you in 
the face when you 
least expect it. 


$ 


2 


ting a stride right now and as an 
actor Im growing exponentially 
with every project. 


How about writing and 
producing? 
There's a flmmak- 
ing process that me 
Ь and Akiva Goldsman 
have been develop- 
ing. Мете looking at 
icin terms of a team 
sport and notin the 
‘ld school. You 
a. Puttogether 
а team and 
you go out as a team 
and ry to win. 


1 Am Legend" opens soon in local 


ceived over 60,000 
Valentine telegrams. Ev- 
erything was on the up 

for the young star despite the 
fact he was gay. 


"Tomorrow's toilet paper” 

‘Tab wasn't out then but in his 
telal autobiography released in 
2005, (Tab Hunter, Confidential 
he talked about a Hollywood peo- 
pled with gay producers, directors, 
writers, and actors. 

At the height of his career, Con- 
fidential, a tabloid magazine, ran a 
story about Tab caught by the po- 
lice after raiding a private gay par- 
ty Tab was worried but his produc 
er, the movie mogul Jack Мате 
didnt pay the controversy any 
mind not issue retractions nor de- 
mand that Tab go on “arranged” 
dates, He simply told Tab: “Re- 
member this. Todays headlines, 
tomorrow's toilet paper” 

Lolit Solis was supposed to have 
seen, with her own two eyes, Piolo 
and Sam in an amorous situation 
at a hotel poolside. The actors 
lawyer, Joji Alonso, denied that 
her clients were there that day At- 
tomey Alonso contends that such 
accusations destroy the “bankabii- 
ty’ of her clients and fans would 
no longer watch their movies or 
attend their concerts if they found 
ош they were gay The whopping 
12 million pesos in moral damages 
being demanded in the libel suit 
was to make up for the “mental 
anguish, besmirched reputation 
and social humiliation” the actors 
are now undergoing for being 
branded gay. 

‘Aside from the movies and the 
concerts, the two actors, using 
their grins and bods, have peddled 
оп billboards practically every 
product known to mankind. If At- 
tomey Alonso now categorically 
states that her clients cant sell a 


fact that, with ай due cour- 
тезу to the members of the 
third sex, it is still not an 

accepted thing in this country" 

Stating that one's purity and 
dignity i ruined for being called 
gay offends and insults gays. Cate- 
gorizing us under the politically in- 
Correct “Third Sex” and saying our 
behavior is notan accepted “hing” 
in this country makes one wonder 
what country and century she in- 
habits. 

Alonso séems to be oblivious to 
the fact that, barring a few morali- 
ty crusaders, Filipino gays, les 
bians, bisexuals and 
live and work in one of the more 
tolerant and accepting societies in 
Asia. f Anomey Alonso believes 
that we gays are not an "accepted 
thing” in dis country Ishall ell all 
my gay friends and supporters to 
boycott her clients movies, con- 
cens, and products. Why spare our 
hard eamed gay pesos to people 
who dont accept us? I shall also 
tell all my gay Fil-Am friends the 
next time Piolo and Sem want to 
cash the FiAm market Gay 
power and gay dolars will teach 
Апотеу Alonso the meaning of 
acceptance. 


A little gratitude 

‘The network studio ABS-CBN 
should have repeated Wamer 
Brother's dass act manner and 
counseled their twink stars to 
weather the gossip. After all, the 
studio has made so much money 
from their gay talents, gay writers, 
gay producers, gay executives and 
say make-up artists, you'd expecta 
little more graticude. Why, if the 
studio was swallowed up by an 
earthquake tomorrow, there goes 


half the gay population! 
Check hitp/johnsil- 
va blogspot com. 


Fortunately Ive made special ef- theaters 


‘Kingdom’ raises complex questions 


NEW YORK—SIMULTANEOUS- 


days in a country where theyre group's forensics specialist. As а ough investigation, 


lya well-crafted action flick and not exactly wanted. woman she is treated with particu- Jeremy Piven, as a US State De- 
а drama about global politics, The four star as FBI agentswho lar scrutiny and ina morgue scene partment official, also wants them 
“The Kingdom” wants to appeal secretly travel to Saudi Arabia to is brusquely informed that she's to leave as quickly as possible to 
to both the lowest common de- determine who was behind а mas- пог allowed to touch the bodies of avoid any potential international 
nominator as well ss those sive, deadly bombing at an Ameri- Muslim victims. Which she should conflicts. Essentially, he's playing 
seeking slightly more intellectu- сап oil-company compound in have anticipated, since she's ao yet another version of Ari Gold 
alfare. Riyadh. supposed to be a linguistics expert. from “Entourage” — and by now, 
k moderately succeeds at Cooper provides the most it has gotten seriously out of con- 
achieving both. substance as the groups trol. Piven has turned into а paro- 
Director Peter Berg, working Юю, whos surely REVIEW veteran, bomb exper dy of himself He has got to show 
from a script by Matthew Michael overqualifed for this gig, Grant Sykes, who stuns he's capable of more. 
Camahan, raises some intriguing nonetheless brings his the local investigators Fleury and Al Ghazi form an un- 
questions about cultural miscon- trademark сой and wih his down-home likely bond, which conveniently 
ceptions and revenge, then comes charisma to the role of wilingness to get his allows Fleury to come fullircle 
up with answers that fel a bir too Special Agent Ronald Fleury, the hands dirty — along with his face from the loss of his friend at the 
at. team’s leader who finagles last and entire body — while digging flm’s start. Foxx and Barhom are 
Нез assembled a strong cast in minute access to the country by for dues at the center of the so good together though, they 
Jamie Foxx, Jennifer Gamer Chris threatening to blackmail the Saudi bombs impact. make this obvious device more tol- 
Cooper and Jason Bateman, then ambassador tothe United States. And Bateman, inararerole that erable than it should be. 
has them solve a complicated ter. Сапег doesn't get to do much Jets him show he's capable of more 
rorist atack in а matter of mere as Special Agent Janet Mayes, the than comedy costars as inel. Great look 


gence guru Adam Leavitt. Yes, he 
gets a few chances to crack wise 
and provide comic relief, but hes 
also the one who ends up in the 
‘most terrifying situation of all. 
‘Our fantastic foursome run into 
bureaucratic roadblocks before 
they even leave the country; the 
attomey general, played by an 
overly pompous Danny Huston, 
prohibits them from traveling to 
Saudi Arabia out of concern for the 
sensitivity of Saudi royals, which 
they defy. Once they arrive, they 
find they've been assigned a baby 
sitter in Col Al Ghazi (Ashraf 
Barhom from "Paradise Now" а 
real standout), whose job is to 


What also keeps "The King- 
dom” engaging throughout is that 
ies great to ook at. (Mauro Fiore, 
whose fims include “Training 
Day" is the cinematographer). 
Shot in the heat of Arizona and on 
location in Abu Dhabi, it has a vi 
sual intensity and intimacy remi- 
miscent of Michael Mann (who 
happens to be one of the produc- 
ers), with a prolonged, climactic 
gun battle thats especially brutal 
Ву having Fleury and Co. anni- 
Мапе everyone in their path with a 
seemingly unlimited amount of 
firepower, perhaps "The Kingdom" 
is trying to say that vengeance is 
blind. But it also looks pretty 


make sure that theyre safe, which cathartic. Christy Lemire, AP 
doesn't necessarily coincide with 5 
JENNIFER Garner making sure they сапу outa thor- "The Kingdom” opens Wednesday in 


local theaters.” 


PHILIPPINE DARY INQUIRER ——————-=———— ее с ыш аф 
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Carols for celebs, Part 2 


1 WAS SWAMPED WITH E-MAIL FROM 
readers saying they enjoyed the Christmas car- John Estrada to Gretchen Barretto ("Let it 
ols made up for feuding celebs. Heres apart Snow": 
two, all in the spirit of good Yuletide cheer. “Oh the chismis outside is frightful 

T trust the stars wont dampen the holiday But your kissis so delightful 
spirit by getting pikon. Lighten up like your And since we've no place to go/ Let our pic 


Christmas tree, woncha? show, letit show, letit show” 
Gretchen Barretto to Dawn Zulue- ` DOLLY James Yap to Hope Centeno 
ta бо thetuneof “Silent Night"): (es Beginning to look a lot ike 
“Silent war, Sinong pa-istar? Моор Christmas 
Dress is glam, Hair is bright "Ies beginning to look a lot like 
Round the studio has Xobsy/ Eviywbere you go; 
Microwave and Vuitton Таке a look in the bilboards, 
Eh ano naman kung glistening once again 


Meron ako тип? 
Sleep ka na lang and deadma 
please, 
Sleep and deadma please” 


‘With Baby James and silver 
Janes aglow. 

Its beginning to look a lot like 
Krissy 


Dolly Anne 


face in every store, 
Angel Locsin to GMA 7 Bigwigs Ви the scandalous aight to se 
Co ou Hear Магнет. ^ Carvajal Mesen є 
“Said my manager о Ast Cen- Behind dosed doors” л 
ter/Doyou see what see 
fay inthe sy Dama Dennis Tilo to Carlene Aguilar and Cristine PATRICK Page, right, star of Dr, Seus' How The Grinch Stole Christmas!" greet youngsters at the St, James 
Do yousee what see Reyes (“All 1 Want For Christmas Is My Two Theatre as performances resume in New York on Friday. 
Asi amar pwiching nets Front Teeth"): 


With a TF as big as olor "Every body stops 


ERE ЕНШ Curtains up for Dr. Seuss 


lani Mercado to ай women linked to her ^ madasyoucansee 
husband Bong Revilla (‘Frosty the Snow- I dont know just who 


NEW YORK—THE GRINCH—NOT theater, working their waythroughre- the show and Jujameyn Theaters, 


man”): to blame for this catastrophe! to mention all those singing and porters and TV crews to get in. Across which owns the St, James. Producers, 
“Bong my dear Husband Barmy one wish on Crismas Bre dancing Wie came Deck io theancetutthedakMajoxicThene ‘ching a specil coouact beteen he 
Ол e Lo NEN ا ر‎ Broadway Friday, two weeks after (which houses “The Phantom of the show and Jujamcyn, wanted the show 
Witten agian oreor? ioe the musical about Dr Seuss’ cele- Opera" pickets from Local 1 quietly to goon, 
pus bk create Hegel rs brated green meanie was shut down walked in a cirde. The judge seid her decision was 
Bong y deat aan Elbe de NN ‘because of the stagehands strike. Vendors hawked $20 souvenir pro- based on a provision of the theater 
Mea RY inc уно ‘When actor Patrick Page, dressed in grams (which includes а “Grinch” lease, adding that she believed the 
How they all eameto Ме one day” Email wateringholeshangrila@yahoo com. iS ТУ chartreuse costume, sunk on leery as m еа 


Mark Cleveland, his wife Karla, and reparably harmed if the show wasn't 


their two sons, 10-year-old Adam and permitted to resume its run. 


first performance of “Dr Seuss’ How 8-year-old Connor hadcomefromthe |. 
N [5] үү S H о үү l N G the Grinch Stole Christmas!” since Netherlands Antilles to see the Macys Limited run 
Мок 9, the musicals opening night. Thanksgiving Day Parade and then “Grinch"is ona limited holiday run 


he walkout by Local 1, the stage- maybe some shows. They were leav- through Jan. 6. It had 15 perfor- 


BAWAL PUM ASOE DIT 9 JIM LIBIRAN'S highly-acclaimed hands union, the following day shut . ing for Los Angeles immediately after mances scheduled for Thanksgiving 
PET down more than two dozens plays seeing “Grinch.” week, one of Broadway's most lucra- 
and musicals. Sam Micalizi of Brooklyn was out tive times of the year 
1 Zh front. His 13-year-old daughter Mari- The dispute between Local 1 and 
First in history Ta, in "Grinch playing Scallop the League of American Theatres and 
Producer James Sanna said just be- Who. He had brought along Marinas Producers has closed 26 other Broad- 


fore the 11 am. performance (thefirst 10-year-old sister Gianna, as well ах way productions, 


OFFICIAL SELECTION, 2007 Pusanlntematlonalfestial of four on Friday) began: “Thismaybe the gir’ aunt, Carol Davis of San _Stagehands—who include scenery 
(OFFICAL SECTION, Sth Beria nt Fin Festival the first time in Broadway history а Diego to see the musical and prop handlers, carpenters, elect 
formen Hew Coena producer has made a curtain speech “We think ‘Grinch’ is an important cians and lighting and sound techni- 

INNER, Best Picture, CINEMALAYA 2007 оп two consecutive performances. show” Davis said. “Ithas a really good cians—have been working without a 
WINNER, Best Actors, CINEMALAYA 2007 The first one was а traditional one on message.” contract since the end of July The la- 
WINNER, Best Actors CINEMANILA 2007 ош opening night and now 14 days The reopening of the $6 milion bor dispute is focused on how many 
WINNER, Best Sound, CINEMALAYA 2007 later on our reopening. Butifthere ev- production was ordered Wednesday workers are required to open a Broad- 


evasa show arda company thar de by sare Supreme Cour Juice sen Way Show and keep bing 
NOVEMBER 21 to 27 serves to be back, it is ours. Lam very Freedman, saying: “I think опе Grinch Eight other shows, whose theaters 
proud and mumbled the way б nema coupe” hav separate” contacts wi de 

Pe sese Whole company ried around us on ^ Her mding cune a day afier she lengue, rema unaffected by the 


this” heard arguments from producers of walkout. All off Broadway produ 
DONT MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE] Theatergoers milled in front of the tions are open, to. АР 
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